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INTRODUCTION. 


By  a  resolve  of  the  legislature  of  the  Commonwealth, 
approved  March  10,  1837,  the  governor  was  authorized 
to  procure  the  puhlicatiqn  of  the  Journals  of  each  Pro- 
vincial Congress  of  Z^lassacliusetts,  and  of  such  papers 
connected  with  those  records,  as  would  illustrate  the 
patriotic  exertions  of  the  people  of  the  state  in  the  rev- 
olutionary contest.  The  subscriber  had  the  honor  of 
being  appointed  to  carry  this  resolve  into  efiect,  by  Ills 
Excellency  Edavard  Everett,  at  whose  suggestion 
measures  were  lirst  adopted  for  perpetuating  and  multiply- 
ing copies  of  these  memorials  of  the  history  of  that  period 
when  the  authority  of  the  crown  had  been  overthrown, 
and  the  powers  of  government  were  exercised  by  the 
people  in  their  primary  assemblies. 

The  journal  of  the  first  Provincial  Congress,  formed 
at  Salem,  on  the  seventh  of  October,  1774,  and  dissolved 
on  the  tenth  day  of  December  following,  was  recorded  by 
Benjamin  Lincoln,  Esq.,  the  clerk,  afterwards  distin- 
guished by  civic  and  military  honors.  The  brave  and 
wise  men  uniting  in  that  assembly,  might  have  foreseen 
through  the  gloomy  shadow  of  impending  war,  the  ini- 
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portance  of  the  consequences  to  result  from  their  acts, 
but  they  could  not  realize  the  value  the  gratitude  of  pos- 
terity would  attach  to  the  memorials  of  their  doings. 
The  legislature  had  been  driven  from  its  ancient  seat, 
and  the  depositaries  of  the  public  records  were  in  the 
hands  of  an  armed  enemy.  The  documents  relating  to 
the  proceedings  of  the  first  Congress,  entrusted  to  the 
custody  of  members,  whose  minds  w^ere  devoted  to  the 
great  political  events  of  the  day,  and  who  soon  engaged 
in  the  active  duties  of  the  field,  w^ere  dispersed  and 
have  perished.  Returns  had  been  procured  of  the  mili- 
tia, munitions  of  w^ar,  manufactures,  and  resources  of 
the  tow^ns.  Letters,  petitions,  and  other  communica- 
tions were  received,  shov/ing  the  spirit  of  the  times,  and 
the  progress  of  the  preparations  for  resistance  of  usur- 
pation. All  these  have  been  lost,  and  no  papers  from 
the  files,  once  so  rich,  have  been  preserved.  It  is  not 
improbable,  that  in  the  confusion  occasioned  by  the  sud- 
den march  of  the  British  troops  to  Concord,  the  docu- 
ments exhibiting  the  weakness  of  the  province  in  martial 
stores,  as  w^ell  as  the  strength  of  its  patriotism,  were  de- 
stroyed. 

The  journal  of  the  Second  Provincial  Congress,  which 
met  at  Cambridge,  February  1,  1775,  kept  in  part  by 
the  same  careful  clerk,  and  partly  by  S.uiuel  Freeman, 
Esq.,  suffered  mutilation  before  it  w^as  placed  in  the 
archives  of  the  Commonwealth.  The  ofiicial  records  of 
this  assembly,  from  May  21,  1775,  to  its  dissolution,  are 
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not  known  to  exist,  and  but  few  of  the  reports,  and  lit- 
tle of  the  evidence,  on  which  its  proceedings  were 
founded,  have  been  retained. 

The  Third  Provincial  Congress  convened  on  the  thir- 
ty-first day  of  May,  1775,  and  Samuel  Freeman,  Esq. 
was  elected  secretary.  The  labors  of  the  recording  offi- 
cer of  a  body  exercising  the  legislative  and  executive 
powers  of  government,  in  that  stormy  period,  called 
hour  by  hour  to  issue  orders  to  the  army  and  the  towns, 
must  have  been  oppressive.  From  that  part  of  the 
original  records  which  has  been  preserved,  it  is  appa- 
rent, that  the  memoranda  taken  amid  the  heavy  pres- 
sure of  engagements,  and  filled  with  references  to  re- 
ports and  documents  afterwards  to  be  inserted,  were 
designed  to  be  perfected  by  future  revision.  The  time 
which  elapsed  before  they  were  transcribed  in  the  fair 
volume  now  in  the  archives  of  the  state,  prevented  the 
omissions  fi-om  being  fully  supplied. 

Lon^  after  the  two  earliest  assemblies  had  separated, 
copies  of  their  journals  were  prepared  with  extraordi- 
nary neatness.  The  waste  of  years  was  irreparable, 
and  the  beauty  of  the  transcript  gives  slight  consolation 
for  the  imperfection  of  its  contents. 

So  far  as  was  possible,  the  fulness  of  the  original  jour- 
nals has  been  restored  in  this  edition  :  many  resolutions 
and  papers  have  been  recovered  and  restored  from  con- 
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temporary  newspapers  and  publications,  and  from  other 
authentic  sources. 

The  text  of  the  original  journals  has  been  carefully 
preserved,  and  the_variations  introduced  by  later  writers, 
except  such  as  Vvcre  too  inconsiderable  to  be  matter  of 
importance  or  curiosity,  have  been  indicated. 

Documents  elucidating  the  subjects  of  action  or  de- 
bate, have  been  placed  in  connection  with  the  proceed- 
ings of  each  Congress,  and  some  brief  explanatory  notes 
occasionally  added. 

Preparations  for  defence,  and  the  execution  of  im- 
portant measures  pointed  out  by  each  Congress,  were 
confided  to  the  committees  of  safety  and  of  supplies. 
The  proceedings  of  these  bodies  while  their  sessions 
were  held  in  union,  and  of  the  former,  after  the  increas- 
ing weight  of  labor  and  responsibility  rendered  a  divis- 
ion of  duties  necessary,  were  closely  connected  with  the 
acts  of  the  assemblies  conferring  the  pov*-ers  exercised 
for  the  common  good.  The  journals,  preserved  with 
many  imperfections,  have  been  inserted  in  this  volume. 

The  resolutions  of  the  conventions  held  in  the  several 
counties,  were  of  deep  interest,  and  it  is  hoped,  will  be 
deemed  appropriate  additions  to  those  of  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  state.  The  whole  journal  of  the  local  as- 
sembly held  in  Worcester,  redeemed  from  the  destruc- 
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tion  which  has  overwhelmed  so  many  of  the  memorials 
of  the  revolution,. has  been  printed  with  the  notices  of 
the  acts  of  the  other  communities,  unfortunately  less 
full,  but  the  most  complete  which  could  be  obtained. 

The  records  of  the  towns  of  Massachusetts,  from  the 
first  practical  attempt  to  separate  the  power  of  tax- 
ation and  the  right  of  representation,  to  the  termi- 
nation of  the  war  of  independence,  are  filled  with  pa- 
pers breathing  an  ardent  spirit  of  patriotism.  On  their 
pages  are  eloquent  vindications  of  the  principles  of  civil 
liberty,  able  expositions  of  chartered .  privileges,  and 
bold  appeals  against  the  encroachments  of  the  crown. 
They  bring  to  us  the  thoughts  and  words  of  the  fathers 
of  the  revolution  as  vividly  as  they  rose  on  the  minds 
or  came  from  the  lips  of  the  authors  of  the  heroic  resolu- 
tions. Desirable  as  it  was  to  embody  these  representa- 
tions of  the  virtues  of  the  patriots  of  former  time,  it  was 
found  that  the  doings  of  each  of  the  municipal  republics, 
formed  connected  series  of  noble  acts  and  exertions, 
spreading  through  many  years,  and  that  a  mere  selec- 
tion from  among  the  documents,  made  at  the  risk  of  un- 
just preference,  would  impair  the  value  by  separation, 
and  possibly  prevent  the  collection  and  publication  of  all 
of  these  honorable  relics. 

Soon  after  the  nineteenth  of  April,  1775,  a  narrative 
of  the  events  of  that  memorable  day  was  prepared,  sub- 
stantiated by  numerous  depositions  of  witnesses  of  the 
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ravages  of  the  British  during  their  excursion  from  Bos- 
ton. They  were  transmitted  to  Enghmd  and  to  the 
Continental  Congress,  and  widely  circulated,  as  the  jus- 
tification to  the  nation  and  the  world,  for  the  appeal  to 
arms.    These  have  been  placed  in  the  Appendix. 

Frequent  references  in  the  journals  to  the  letters  of 
Arnold,  and  to  communications  relating  to  the  capture 
of  the  fortresses  at  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point,  ren- 
dered the  correspondence  with  Congress  and  the  commit- 
tees, a  necessary  supplement  to  the  volume. 

Some  extracts  have  been  made  from  the  journals  of 
the  Continental  Congress,  detailing  proceedings  connect- 
ed with  the  acts  of  the  provincial  assemblies.  A  few 
papers  of  interesting  character,  copied  from  the  files, 
have  been  added. 

A  copious  table  of  the  principal  subjects,  and  a  full 
index,  will  afibrd  the  means  of  ready  access  to  the  facts 
spread  through  the  pages  of  the  work,  and  will  render 
the  use  more  easy. 

Such  are  the  contents  of  this  volume.  It  was  con- 
ceived to  be  the  primary  purpose  of  the  resolve  author- 
izing the  publication,  to  perpetuate  materials  for  the  histo- 
ry of  a  glorious  era  in  our  national  existence.  Within 
the  restrictions  imposed  by  its  terms,  efforts  have  been 
made  to  give  to  the  records  the  best  form  which  could 
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be  bestowed.  It  was  not  the  object  of  the  legislature  to 
provide  for  the  preparation  of  a  new  narrative  of  the 
revolution,  but  to  preserve  the  remains  of  the  past.  Had 
it  been  permitted,  it  would  have  been  a  pleasant  labor 
to  have  drawn  from  the  journals  illustrations  of  the  vir- 
tues of  our  ancestors,  and  of  their  devotion  to  liberty  : 
the  humbler  duty  of  arranging  some  testimonials  of  their 
worth,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  found  to  have  been  executed 
with  diligence  and  fidelity. 

WILLIAM  LINCOLN. 


EXPLANATIONS  OF  THE  K E F E K E N C E S . 


Jl  II  Words  in  the  original  journals  -which  have  heen  omitted  from  the  copy  in  the  arcliives  of 
the  Commonwealth,  and  svords  diO'erent  in  the  origin  il  from  tiiosu  in  tliatcopy,  ii;ive  been  enclosed 
by  parallels  :  the  reading  of  the  original  has  been  follovvcd  in  this  volume  j  that  of  the  copy  is 
placed  at  the  loot  of  the  page  vvitii  appropriate  references.* 

l|a||  The  words  added  to  tiie  original  journals  in  the  co[)y  before  described,  have  been  placed  in 
the  margin,  and  tlie  place  they  occupied  in  the  public  transcript  .indicated  by  a  letter  of  reference 
between  parallels.  ■,  ■  '  :         'i  ■  '■    •        '     . ; 

[  ]  Words  and  passages  neither  in  the  original  nor  copy,  inserted  in  the  text  of  this  edition,  are 
enclosed  between  brackets^  ^.  . 

[a]  A  letter  of  reference  enclosed  by  brackets,  points  to  some  word  removed  from  the  text  to 
the  margin  as  being  superlluous.  Words  clearly  erroneous  in  the  original  or  copy  have  been 
changed,  and  those  substituted  have  been  enclosed  by  the  Fame  marks,  wliile  suitable  reference 
points  to  tiie  words  first  used. 
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FIRST  MEETING  OF  THE  MEMBERS 

OF  THE 

PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS. 


0\  the  first  day  of  September,  1774,  his  excellency  Thomas  Gage, 
governor  of  ^Sfassachusetts  Bay,  sent  out  precepts  to  the  several  towns 
Olid  districts  of  the  province,  commanding  the  inhabitants  to  return 
representatives  to  the  great  and  general  court,  ordered  to  be  con- 
vened at  Salem,  on  the  fifth  day  of  October  then  next.  Alarmed  by 
the  preparations  for  resisting  usurpations  of  chartered  rights,  by  the 
bold  spirit  of  the  county  resolves,  and  the  patriotic  instructions  of 
tlie  people  to  their  delegates,  it  was  determined  by  the  royal  council 
to  countermand  the  summons  for  the  meeting  of  the  assembly,  and  to 
postpone  its  session.  The  following  proclamation  was  issued,  on  the 
twenty-eighth  day  of  September,  by  Governor  Gage,  announcing  his 
view  of  the  inexpediency  of  the  meeting  of  the  legislature  at  the  time 
appointed,  discharging  the  members  from  attendance,  and  declaring 
his  intention  not  to  be  present  at  Salem. 

Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay. 
By  the  Governor. 
A  PROCLAMATION. 
Whereas,  on  the  first  day  of  September  instant,  I  thought  fit  to  is- 
sue writs  for  calling  a  great  and  general  court,  or  assembly,  to  be  con- 
vened and  held  at  Salem,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  on  the  fifth  day  of 
October  next ;   and  whereas,  from  the  many  tumults  and  disorders 
which  have  since  taken  place,  the  extraordinary  resolves  which  have 
been  passed  in  many  of  the  counties,  the  instructions  given  by  'the 
town  of  Boston,  and  some  other  towns,  to  their  representatives,  and 
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the  present  disordered  and  unhappy  state  of  the  province,  it  appears  to 
me  highly  inexpedient  that  a  great  and  general  court  should  be  con- 
vened at  the  time  aforesaid ;  but  that  a  session  at  some  more  distant 
day  will  best  tend  to  promote  his  majesty's  service  and  the  good  of  the 
province ;  I  have,  therefore,  thought  fit  to  declare  my  intention  not  to 
meet  the  said  general  court,  at  Salem,  on  the  said  fifth  day  of  October 
next.  And  I  do  hereby  excuse  and  discharge  all  such  persons  as  have 
been,  or  may  be  elected  and  deputed  representatives  to  serve  at  the 
same,  from  giving  their  attendance :  any  thing  in  the  aforesaid  wTits 
contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding  :  whereof  all  concerned  are 
to  take  notice  and  govern  themselves  accordingly. 

And  the  sheriffs  of  the  several  counties,  their  under  sheriffs,  or 
deputies,  and  the  constables  of  the  several  towns  within  the  same,  are 
commanded  to  cause  this  proclamation  to  be  forthwith  published  and 
posted  within  their  precincts. 

Given  at  Boston,  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  September,  1774,  in  the 
fourteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  our  sovereign  lord,  George  the  third,  by 
the  grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  king,  defen- 
der of  the  faith,  &c. 

THOMAS  GAGE. 

By  His  Excellency's  command. 

Thomas  Flucker,  Secretary.  .  ;  v  '    >  * 

God  save  the  king. 

Notwithstanding  the  executive  prohibition,  ninety^  of  the  representa- 
tives elected  in  pursuance  of  the  writs  for  calling  the  general  assem- 
bly, met  at  Salem,  on  Wednesday,  October,  5,  1774.  With  cautious 
courtesy  they  awaited  during  that  day  the  attendance  of  the  governor, 
or  other  constitutional  officer,  to  adniini>ter  the  usual  oaths.  When  it 
had  become  certain,  by  the  lapse  of  time,  that  the  presence  of  the 
chief  magistrate  could  no  longer  be  expected,  a  convention  was  organ- 
ized, on  Thursday.  The  Hon.  John  Hancock  was  chosen  chairman, 
and  Benjamin  Lincoln,  Esq.,  clerk.  A  committee  was  appointed  to 
consider  the  proclamation,  and  consult  on  the  measures  proper  to  be 
adopted.  Their  report  was  presented  on  Friday,  and  the  following 
resolutions  submitted,  which  were  accepted,  and  afterwards  published 
in  the  newspapers  of  the  time. 

(1.)  The  numhor  of  those  in  alteridtiiice  in  thus  st  iteil  hy  Gordon,  ^fiitory  of  ike  Jlmerican  Revolu- 
tion, vol.  1,  pas'?  '280  ;  and  in  the  Essex  Gazette,  ^fassachusctts  Spij,  Boston  Gazette,  Boston  Ete- 
ninff  Post,  and  othor  cotem[>orary  prints.  Somn  historians  have  suj)po3eJ  the  members  were  208 
or  288  ;  probably  counting  tliose  who  met  at  Concord,  instead  of  those  who  assomhicd  at  Salem. 
Many  of  the  towns  refused  to  ubey  tlie  governor's  precept,  and  declined  electing  r»  pres"ntatives  to 
the  general  court,  hut  sent  delegates  to  the  Provincial  Congress. 
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Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay. 
In  the  Court  House  at  Salem,  Octohcr  7,  1774. 

Whereas,  his  excellency  Thomas  Gage,  Esq.,  did  issue  writs  bear- 
ing date  the  first  of  September  last,  for  the  election  of  members  to 
serve  as  representatives  in  a  great  and  general  court,  which  he  did 
think  fit  and  appoint"  to  be  convened  and  holden  the  fifth  day  of  Oc- 
tober instant,  at  the  court  house  in  this  place  :  And  whereas,  a  major- 
ity of  members  duly  elected  in  consequence  of  said  writs,  did  attend 
at  said  court  house  the  time  appointed,  there  to  be  qualified  according 
to  charter  for  taking  seats  and  acting  as  representatives  in  said  great 
and  general  court ;  but  were  not  met  by  the  governor,  or  other  consti- 
tutional officer  or  officers  by  hira  appointed  for  administering  the  usual 
oaths,  and  qualifying  them  thereto :  And  whereas,  a  proclamation, 
b'-arinij  date  the  ^Sth  day  of  September  last,  and  published  in  sundry 
iu  \\>p  ipers,  with  the  signature  of  his  excellency,  contains  many  re- 
th  '"iir»ns  on  tills  province,  as  beinii;  in  a  tumultuous  and  disorderly 
.-tatr  ;  and  appears  to  have  been  considered  by  his  excellency  as  a  con- 
blitutional  discharge  of  all  such  persons  as  have  been  elected  in  con- 
seijuence  of  his  excellency's  said  writs :  The  members  aforesaid  so 
attending,  having  considered  the  measures  which  his  excellency  has 
been  pleased  to  take  by  his  said  proclamation,  and  finding  them  to  be 
unconstitutional,  unjust,  and  disrespectful  to  the  province,  think  it  their 
duty  to  pass  the  following  resolves  :  > 

Therefore,  llcsolvecl.  as  the  opinion  of  said  members  : 

1st.  That  by  the  royal  charter  of  the  province,  the  governor,  for 
the  time  being,  is  expressly  obliged  to  convene,  "  upon  every  last 
Wednesday  in  the  month  of  May,  every  year  forever,  and  at  such  other 
times  as  he  shall  think  fit,  and  appoint  a  great  and  general  court." 
And,  therefore,  that  as  his  excellency  had  thought  fit,  and  by  his  writ 
appointed  a  great  and  general  court  to  be  convened  on  the  fifth  day  of 
October  instant,  his  conduct  in  preventing  the  same  is  against  the  ex- 
press words,  as  well  as  true  sense  and  meaning  of  the  charter,  and  un- 
constitutional ;  more  especially  as,  by  charter,  his  excellency's  power 
"  to  adjourn,  prorogue  and  dissolve  all  great  and  general  courts,"  doth 
not  take  place  after  said  courts  shall  be  appointed,  until  they  have  first 
*'  met  and  convened." 

2dly.  That  the  constitutional  government  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
province,  being,  by  a  considerable  military  force  at  this  time  attempted 
to  be  superseded  and  annulled  :  and  the  people,  under  the  most  alarm- 
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ing  and  just  apprehensions  of  slavery,  having,  in  their  laudable  en- 
deavors to  preserve  tliemselves  therefrom,  discovered,  upon  all  occa- 
sions, the  greatest  aversion  to  disorder  and  tumult,  it  must  be  evident 
to  all  attending  to  his  exc.ellency's  said  proclamation,  that  his  represen- 
tations of  the  province  as  being  in  a  tumultuous  and  disordered  state, 
are  reflections  the  inhabitants  have  by  no  means  merited ;  and,  there- 
fore, that  they  are  highly  injurious  and  unkind, 

3dly.  That,  as  the  pretended  cause  of  his  excellency's  proclamation 
for  discharging  the  members  elected  by  the  province  in  pursuance  of 
his  writs,  has  for  a  considerable  time  exi>tcd,  his  excellency's  conduct 
in  choosing  to  issue  said  proclamation,  (liad  it  been  in  other  respects 
unexceptionable,)  but  a  few  days  before  the  court  was  to  have  been 
convened,  and  thereby  unavoidably  putti^ig  to  unnecessary  expense  and 
trouble  a  great  majority  of  members  from  the  extremities  of  the  prov- 
ince, is  a  measure  by  no  means  consistent  with  the  dignity  of  the 
province ;  and,  therefore,  it  ought  to  be  considered  as  a  disrespectful 
treatment  of  the  province,  and  as  an  opposition  to  that  reconciliation 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  colonies  so  ardently  wished  for  by  all 
the  friends  of  both. 

4thly.  That  some  of  the  causes  assigned  as  aforesaid  for  this  uncon- 
stitutional and  wanton  prevention  of  the  general  court,  have,  in  all 
good  governments,  been  considered  among  the  greatest  reasons  for 
convening  a  parliament  or  assembly  ;  and,  therefore,  the  proclamation 
is  considered  as  a  further  proof,  not  only  of  his  excellency's  disaffec- 
tion towards  the  province,  but  of  tiie  necessity  of  its  most  vigorous 
and  immediate  exertions  for  preserving  the  freedom  and  constitution 
thereof. 

Upon  a  motion  made  and  seconded. 

Voted,  That  the  members  aforesaid  do  now  resolve  themselves  into 
a  Provincial  Congress,  to  be  joined  by  such  other  persons  as  have  been 
or  shall  be  chosen  for  that  purpose,  to  take  into  consideration  the  dan- 
gerous and  alarming  situation  of  public  afluirs  in  this  province,  and  to 
consult  and  determine  on  such  measures  as  they  shall  judge  will  tend 
to  promote  the  true  interest  of  his  majesty,  and  the  peace,  welfare  and 
prosperity  of  the  province. 

BENJAMIN  LINCOLN,  Clerk. 

The  subsequent  proceedings  of  the  Congress  thus  formed  are  de- 
tailed in  the  following  journal. 
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II^MiNUTEs  of  the  proceedings  of  a  Provincial  Congress  of  Deputies 
of  II  the  several  towns  and  districts  in  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bay,  in  New  England,  convened  at  Salem,  on  Friday  the  seventh  day 
of  October,  A.  D.,  1774 ;  with  a  list  of  persons  chosen  to  represent 
them  in  the  same. 

iCOUNTY  OF  SUFFOLK. 

Boston. — Hon.  Thomas  Cushintj,  Fsq.,  Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  Hon. 
John  Hancock,  Esq..  Doct.  Joseph  "Warren,  Doct.  Benjamin  Church, 
Mr.  Nathaniel  Appleton. 

Rojhury. — Capt.  William  Heath,  Mr.  Aaron  Davis. 

Dorchester. — Capt.  ipLemueljl  Robinson. 

Milton. — Capt.  David  Raw  son,  Mr.  James  Boice. 

Braintree. — Ebenezer  Thayer,  Esq.,  Mr.  Joseph  Palmer,  John  Ad- 
ams, Esq. 

Weymouth. — Mr.  Nathaniel  Bailey. 

Hingham. — Benjamin  Lincoln,  Esq. 

Cohasset. — Mr.  Isaac  Lincoln. 

Dedham. — Hon.  Samuel  Dexter,  Esq.,  ^Mr.  Abner  Ellis. 
Mcdf  eld.—Mr.  Moses  Bullen,  Capt.  Seth  Clark. 
Wrentham. — Mr.  Jabez  Fisher,  Mr.  Lemuel  Kollock. 
BrooJcUne. — Capt.  Benjamin  White,  William  Thompson,  Esq.,  Mr. 
John  Goddard. 

Stoughton  and  -Stoughtonham. — Mr.  Thomas  Crane,  Mr.  John  With- 
ington,  Mr.  Job  Swift. 

a  ||At  a  Congress  of  Dele^tcs  from.jj         b  |]Samuel.(I 

(1.)  The  southern  part  of  the  county  of  Worcester  and  the  whole  of  the  county  of  Norfolk  were 
originally  included  within  the  territorial  limits  of  Suffolk.  The  former  was  separated  by  the  act 
of  incorporation,  passed  April  '2,  1731.  By  the  statute  of  i'irch  26,  1793,  all  the  towns  mentioned 
in  the  text  as  belonging  to  the  county  of  Suffolk,  except  B^'^ton  and  Chelsea,  were  united  to  form 
the  county  of  Norfolk.  This  act  was  repealed  June  '20,  1793,  so  far  as  it  related  to  ilingham  and 
Hull,  which  were  annexed  to  the  county  of  Plymouth.  June  IS.  1803. 

(9.)  The  name  of  Stoughtonham  was  changed  to  Sharon,  by  the  Legislature,  February  25,  1783. 
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~  Walpolt.^Mr.  Enoch  Ellis. 
Mcdway. — Capt.  Joiiatlian  Adams. 
Needham. — Capt.  Eieazer  Kingsbury. 
BclUngham. — Mr.  Luke  Holbrook. 
//^///._[None.] 
Chelsea. — Mr.  Samuel  Watts. 

COUNTY  OF  ESSEX. 
Salem. — Mr.  John  Pickering,  Jun.,  ]Mr.  Jonathan  Ropes,  Jun. 
Danvers. — Doct.  Samuel  Holten. 

Ipswich. — Capt.  Michael  Farley,  Mr.  Daniel  Noyes.  ^ 
Neichiiry. — Hon.  Joseph  Gerrish,  Esq.  ■ 
Ncwhuryport. — Capt.  Jonathan  Greenleaf. 

Marhlchcad. — Jeremiah  Lee,  Esq.,  Azor  Orne,  Esq.,  Mr.  Elbridge 
Gerry. 

Lynn. — Ebenezer  Burrill,  Esq.,  Capt.  John  Mansfield. 
Andovcr. — Mr.  Moody  Bridges. 

Beverly. — Capt.  Josiah  Batchelder.  '  . 

liowlcy. — Mr.  Nathaniel  Mighill. 
Salisbury. — Mr.  Samuel  Smith. 

Haverhill. — Samuel  White,  Esq.,  Mr.  Joseph  Haynes.  ' 

Gloucester. — Capt.  Peter  Coffin. 

Topsfeld. — Capt.  Samuel  Smith. 

Boiford. — Aaron  Wood,  Esq. 

Amcsbury. — Isaac  Merrill,  Esq. 

Bradford. — Capt.  Daniel  Thurston. 

IVeiihatn. — Mr.  Benjamin  Fairfield. 

Manchester. — Mr.  Andrew  Woodbury. 

Methucn. — Mr.  James  Ingles. 

Middlcton. — Capt.  Archelaus  Fuller. 

COUNTY  OF  MIDDLESEX. 

Cambridge. — Hon.  John  Winthrop,  Esq.,  Capt.  Thomas  Gardner, 
Mr.  Abraham  Watson,  [Mr.  Francis  Dana.] 

Charlestown. — Mr.  Nathaniel  Gorham,  Mr.  Richard  Devens,  Doct. 
Isaac  Foster,  David  Cheever,  Esq. 

Watcrtown. — Capt.  Jonathan  Brown,  Mr.  John  Remington,  Mr. 
Samuel  Fisk. 

^Voburn. — Mr.  Sanmel  ^Vyman. 
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Concord. — Capt.  James  Barrett,  Mr.  Samuel  Whitney,  Mr.  Ephraim 
Wood,  Jun. 

Newton. — Abraham  Fuller,  Esq.,  Mr.  John  Pigeon,  Mr.  Edward 
Durant. 

Reading. — Mr.  John  Temple,  Mr.  Benjamin  Brown. 
Marlborough. — Mr.  Peter  Bent,  Mr.  Edward  Barnes,  Mr.  George 
Brigham. 

BiUerica. — William  Stickney,  Esq.,  Mr.  Ebenezer  Bridge. 
Framingham. — Joseph  Haven,  Esq.,  Mr.  [William]  Brown,  Capt. 
Josiah  Stone. 

Lexington. — Mr.  Jonas  Stone. 

Chelmsford. — Mr.  Simeon  Spaulding,  Mr.  Jonathan  Williams  Aus- 
tin, Mr.  Samuel  Perham. 

Sherburne. — Capt.  Samuel  Bullard,  Mr.  Jonathan  Lei  and. 

Sudbury. — Mr.  Thomas  Plimpton,  Capt.  Richard  Heard,  Mr.  James 
Mosman. 

M(ddin. — Capt.  Ebenezer  Ilarnden,  Capt.  John  Dexter. 
Mfdford. — Mr.  15enjamin  Hall. 

Weston. — Samuel  P.  Savage,  Esq.,  Capt.  Braddyl  Smith,  Mr.  Josiah 
Smith. 

ITuphinton. — Capt.  Thomas  Mellen,  Capt.  Roger  Dench,  Mr.  James 
Mellen.  ^ 
Waltham. — Mr.  Jacob  Bigelow. 

Groton. — James  Prescot,  Esq.  j, 
Shirley. — Capt.  Francis  Harris. 
Pepperell. — Capt.  William  Prescot. 
Stoic. — Henry  Gardner,  Esq. 

Townshcnd. — Mr.  Jonathan  Stow,  Capt.  Daniel  Taylor. 

Ashby. — Mr.  Jonathan  Locke,  Capt.  [Samuel]  Stone. 

Stoneham. — Capt.  Samuel  Sprague. 

Wilmington. — Mr.  Timothy  Walker. 

Natick. — Mr.  Ilezekiah  Broad. 

Dracut.—m.  William  Hildreth. 

Bedford. — Deac.  Joseph  Ballard,  John  Read,  Esq. 

HolUston. — Capt.  Abner  Perry. 

Tewlcsbury. — Mr.  Jonathan  Brown. 

Acton. — Mr.  Josiah  Hayward,  Mr.  Francis  Faulkner,  Mr.  Ephraim 
Hapgood. 

Wcstford. — [Capt.]  Joseph  Reed,  Mr.  Zaccheus  Wright. 
Littleton. — Mr.  Abel  Jewett,  Mr.  Robert  Harris. 
Dunstable. — John  Tyng,  Esq.,  James  Tyng,  Esq. 
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Lincoln. — Capt.  Eleazer  Brooks,  Mr.  Samuel  Farrar,  Capt.  Abijah 
Pierce. 

iCOUNTY  OF  HAMPSHIRE. 
Springfield. — Doct.  Charles  Pynchon,  Capt.  George  Pynchon,  Mr. 
Jonathan  Hale,  Jun. 

Wilbraham. — Mr.  John  Bliss. 
Ludlow. — Mr.  Joseph  Miller. 

West  Springfield. — Mr.  Benjamin  Ely,  Doct.  Cliauncy  Brewer. 

Northampton. — Seth  Pomeroy,  Esq.,  Hon.  Joseph  Hawley,  Esq. 

Southampton. — Mr.  Elias  Lyman. 

Hadlnj. — Mr.  Josiah  Pierce. 

South  Iladhy. — Mr.  Noah  Goodman. 

Amherst. — Mr.  Nathaniel  Dickerson,  Jun. 

Granhij. — Mr.  Phineas  Smith. 

Hatfield. — Mr.  John  Dickerson. 

Mltatelf}/. — [Mr.  Oliver  Graves.] 

JVilliamsburgh. — [None.] 

Dcerfield. — Mr.  Samuel  Barnard,  Jun.  . 

Greenfield. — Mr.  Daniel  Nash. 

Shelburne. — Mr.  John  Taylor. 

Conway. — Mr.  Thomas  French. 

Wcsifield  and  Southicick. — Capt.  John  Mosely,  Mr.  Elisha  Parks. 
Sunderland. — Mr.  Israel  Hubbard. 
Montague. — Deac.  Moses  Gunn. 
Urimfield. — Mr.  Timothy  Danielson. 
South  Brimfield. — Mr.  Daniel  Winchester. 

(1)  The  county  of  Hampshire,  as  established  May  7,  16G0,  comprehended  the  western  towns  of 
Mass!ichu<ettJ.  A  sniull  portion  ot'  the  ancient  county  was  separated  when  Worcester  was  estab- 
lished, April  2,  1731.  .Another  partition  took  place  on  the  incorporation  of  Berkshire  county,  by 
the  act  of  the  great  and  peneral  court  of  the  prov  ince,  in  May  1761.  Tlie  old  county  of  Hampshire 
was  sulMlivided  i)y  the  statute  of  June  24,  It'll,  settin?  off  the  northern  part  into  the  county  of 
Franklin,  whi'h  included  \Vhatt>loy,  Deerfield,  Greenfield,  Shfl!>urne,  Conway,  Sunderland,  Mon- 
tague, Xorthfiold,  iS'cw  Salem,  Colrain,  Warwick,  Charlemont,  Ashfield,  Shutesbury,  Leverett 
and  Bernardston,  named  in  the  text,  and  Buckland  incorporated  in  1779,  Wendell  incorporated  in 
1781,  Orange  incorporated  in  HKJ,  Rowe  and  Ilt-ath  botli  incorporated  in  1785,  Hawley  incorpora- 
ted in  1792,  Gill  incorporated  in  1793,  and  Lryden  incorporated  in  iS09.  The  county  of  Hampden 
was  formed  from  tlu-  southern  towns  of  Hampshire,  by  the  statute  passed  February  25,  1812. 
Within  its  boundaries  were  unitod,  .Sprinfftield,  Wilbraliam,  Ludlow,  West  Springfield,  Westfield, 
Southwick,  BrimfKhl,  South  Brimfield,  .Monson,  Granville,  Murraystield  and  Palmer,  mentioned  in 
the  teit,  with  Blanford  incorporated  in  1741,  Montgomery  incorporated  in  1792,  Tolland  incorporated 
in  1796,  and  Holland  incorporated  in  IdlO.  The  name  of  Murraystield  was  altered  to  Chester, 
February  21,  i:S3:  and  that  of  South  Brimtiehl  chanj;f  d  to  ^Vales,  February  20,  182S.  The  other 
towns  and  districts  enumerated  in  the  text,  situated  around  the  central  part  of  the  Old  County,  are 
within  the  present  county  of  Hampshire  ;  as  are  Pelham  incorporated  April  21,  1742,  and  West- 
hampton  incorporated  September  29, 1772,  and  omitted  in  the  list  of  oiunicipal  corporations  existing 
in  1774. 


I 


1774.]  FIRST  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS.  11 

Monson. — Mr.  Abel  Goodale. 

Northfeld. — Mr.  Phineas  Wright. 

Granville. — Timothy  Robinson,  Esq. 

Netr  Salem. — Mr.  William  Page,  Jun. 

Colrain. — Capt.  Thomas  McGee. 

Bclcheriown. — Capt.  Samuel  Howe. 

Ware. — Mr.  Joseph  Foster. 

Murraysfield. — [None.] 

Warwick. — Capt.  Samuel  Williams. 

Charlcmont. — Mr.  Hugh  Maxwell. 

Aslificld.— [None.] 

Worthington. — Capt.  Nahum  Eager. 

Greenwich. — Mr.  John  Rea. 

Shutcshury. — [None.] 

Chf>tcrjid(l. — [None.] 

Norwich. — Mr.  Ebenezer  Meacham. 

^1lf!;^fcomb. — [None.] 

hcrcrttt. — [None.] 

Palmer. — ^Ir.  David  Spear. 

COUNTY  OF  PLYxMOUTH. 
Plymouth. — Hon.  James  Warren,  Esq.,  Mr.  Isaac  Lothrop. 
Scituate. — Nathan  Cushing,  Esq.,  Mr.  Gideon  Vinal,  Mr.  Barnabas 
Little. 

Marshfield. — Mr.  Nehemiah  Thomas. 

Middlehorough. — Capt.  Ebenezer  Sprout, 

Hanover. — Capt.  Joseph  Cushing.  ^ 

Rochester. — Capt.  Ebenezer  White.  = 

Plympfon. — Mr.  Samuel  Lucas. 

Pembroke. — Mr.  John  Turner,  Capt.  Seth  Hatch. 

Ahington. — Capt.  AVoodbridge  Brown,  Doct.  David  Jones. 

Bridgewatcr. — Capt.  Edward  Mitchel,  Doct.  Richard  Perkins. 

Kingston. — John  Thomas,  Esq. 

Duihury. — Mr.  George  Partridge. 

Halifax. — [None.] 

Wareham. — [None.] 

(1)  Edgecomb  was  probably  inadvertently  placed  among  the  towns  of  Hampshire,  instead  of  tho«e 
J  of  Lincoln  county,  in  Maine. 
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iCOUNTY  OF  BARNSTABLE. 
Barnstable. — Daniel  Davis,  Esq, 
Sandwich. — Mr.  Stephen  Nye. 
Yarmouth. — Capt.  Elisha  Bassett. 
Eastham  and  WcIJlcet. — Mr.  Naaman  Holbrook. 
Harwich. — Mr.  Benjamin  Freeman. 
Falmouth. — Mr.  Moses  Swift. 

Chatham. — Capt.  Joseph  Doane.  : 
Truro. — Mr.  Benjamin  Atkins. 

COUNTY  OF  BRISTOL. 
Taunton. — Robert  Treat  Paine,  Esq.,  Doct.  David  Cobb. 
Rehohoth. — Capt.  Thomas  Carpenter,  Timothy  Walker,  Esq. 
Swanscy  and  -Shawamct. — Col.  [Andrew]  Cole,  Capt.  Levi  Whea- 
ton,  [Col.  Jerathmiel  Bowers.] 

Dartmouth. — Benjamin  Aikin,  Esq.  ; 
Norton  and  MansficJd. — Mr.  Eleazer  Clap, 
Attlchorough. — Mr.  Ebenczer  Lane,  Capt.  John  Daggett. 
Dighton. — Elnathan  Walker,  Esq.,  Doct.  William  Baylies. 
Freetown. — [None.] 

Easton. — Mr.  Eliphalet  Leonard,  Capt.  Zephaniah  Keith. 
Raynham. — Mr.  Benjamin  King. 
Berkley. — [None.] 

COUNTY  OF  YORK. 
York. — Capt.  Daniel  Bragdon. 

Kittery. — Charles  Chauncey,  Esq.,  Edward  Ciitt,  Esq. 
Wells. — Mr.  Ebenezer  Sayer. 
^Berwick. — Capt.  William  Gerrish. 
V  Biddeford. — Mr.  [James]  Sullivan. 
^Pepperrellhorough. — [None.] 
Lebanon. — [None.] 
Sandford. — [None.] 
Buxton. — [None.]'* 

(1)  Provincetown,  incorporated  June  14,  1727,  belonged  to  Barnstable  county  in  1774. 

(2)  That  part  of  Swausey  known  as  "  the  Shawamct  purchase,"  became  the  town  of  Somerset 
February  20, 1790. 

(3)  The  narne  of  Saco  was  adopted  instead  of  Pepperrellborough,  February  25,  1805. 

(4)  Another  town  had  been  established  in  York  county,  previous  to  the  session  of  the  Provincial 
Congress,  called  Capo  Porpoiso  ia  1753,  Arundt  l  from  Juno  5, 1718,  and  Kcnnebunk  Port  after  1820. 
The  northern  part  of  the  counties  of  York  and  Cumberland,  uninhabited  in  1774,  was  incorporated 
as  the  county  of  Oxford,  March  4,  1805. 
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COUNTY  OF  DUKES. 

Edgartoii. — [None.] 

Chilmark. — Joseph  May  hew,  Esq. 

Tishury. — Mr.  Ranford- Smith. 

COUNTY  OF  NANTUCKET. 
^Sherburn. — [None.] 

COUNTY  OF  WORCESTER. 

Worcester. — Mr.  Joshua  Bigelow,  Mr.  Timothy  Bigelow. 

Lancaster. — Capt.  Asa  Whitcomb,  Doct.  AVilliam  Dunsmore. 

Mendoii. — Joseph  Dorr,  Esq.,  Mr.  Edward  Rawson. 

BroolcfieJd. — Jedediah  Foster,  Esq.,  Capt.  Jeduthan  Baldwin,  Capt. 
Phinehas  Upham. 

O/ford. — Capt.  Ebenezer  Learned,  Doct.  Alexander  Campbell. 

Charlton. — Capt.  Jonathan  Tucker. 

<SV//072. — Capt.  Henry  King,  Mr,  Edward  Putnam. 

Liicfstcr,  Sj)cncer  and  Pazton. — ^Col.  Thomas  Denny,  Capt.  Jo- 
seph Ileusliaw. 

Rutland.— ^Ir.  Daniel  Clap. 

Rutland  District.^ — Mr.  John  Mason. 

(J)  This  town  received  the  name  of  Nantucket  June  8,  1795. 

(2)  Col.  Denny  was  early  compelled  by  fatal  sickness  to  leave  his  seat  in  Congress,  and  return 
tr>  Leicester,  where  he  died  October  23,  1774,  at  the  age  of  49  years.  The  vacancy  in  the  delega- 
tion oci  at^ioned  by  his  retirement  was  supplied  by  the  election  of  Capt.  Henshaw,  October  20, 1774. 

(3)  Rutland  District  had  been  made  a  town  in  June,  1774.  The  act  of  incorporation,  as  it  went 
from  the  representative  branch  of  the  legislature,  conferred  municipal  powers,  but  bestowed  no 
corporate  name.  When  the  parchment  reached  the  council  chamber,  the  blank  was  filled  by  the 
executive,  and  the  unwelcome  designation  of  Hutchinson  imposed  on  the  patriotic  citizens.  The 
measures  taken  to  remedy  such  heavy  civic  calamity,  are  recited  in  the  following  remarkable  pre- 
amble of  the  statute,  passed  at  the  May  session  of  the  general  court,  in  177G,  strongly  expressing 
Uie  popular  sentiment  of  the  time:  "  Whereas,  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Hutchinson  have, 
by  their  petition,  represented  to  this  court,  that  in  June,  1774,  when  the  said  town  was  incorpora- 
ted, General  Goge,  then  governor,  gave  it  the  name  of  Hutchinson,  in  honor  to,  and  to  perp- tuate 
the  memory  of  Thomas  Hutchinson,  his  immediate  predecessor  in  the  chair  of  government,  whom 
they  justly  style  the  well  known  enemy  of  the  natural  and  stipulated  rights  of  America  ;  that,  at  a 
town  meeting,  notified  for  that  purjwse,  they  voted,  unanimously,  to  petition,  and  accordingly  have 
petitioned  the  general  court,  that  the  name  of  the  said  town  might  be  altered  [to  Wilkes,]  and  that 
it  might  no  longer  bear  the  disgraceful  name  of  Hutchinson  :  And,  whereas,  there  is  a  moral  fitness 
that  traitors  and  parricides,  especially  such  as  have  remarkably  distinguished  themselves  in  that 
odiou3  character,  and  have  long  labored  to  deprive  their  native  country  of  its  most  valuable  rights 
and  privileges,  and  to  destroy  every  constitutional  guard  against  the  evils  of  an  uU  enslaving  despot- 
ism, should  be  held  up  to  public  view  in  their  true  characters,  to  be  execrated  by  mankind,  and 
that  there  should  remain  no  other  memorials  of  them,  than  such  as  will  transmit  their  names  with 
infamy  to  posterity  :  And,  whereas,  the  said  Thomas  Hutchinson,  contrary  to  every  obligation  of 
duty  and  gratitude  to  this  his  native  country  which  raised  him  from  private  life  to  the  highest 
and  most  lucrative  offices  in  the  government,  has  acted  toward  her  the  part  of  a  traitor  and  parricide 
a»  above  described,  which  has  been  clearly  manifested  to  the  world  by  his  letters  lately  published, 
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Oakham. — Mr.  Jonathan  Bull ard. 
Huhhardstoii. — Mr.  John  Clark. 

Westhorougli. — Capt.  Stephen  Maynard,  Doct.  Janies  Hawse. 
Northhorough. — Mr.  Levi  Brigham. 

Slircwshury. — Hon.  Artemas  Ward,  Esq.,  Mr.  Phineas  Hay  ward. 
Lunenhurgh  and  Fitchhurgh. — Capt.  George  ll*Kimball,ll  Capt.  Abi- 
jah  Stearns,  Capt.  David  Goodridge. 
Uxhridge. — Capt.  Joseph  Reed. 
Harvard, — Mr.  Joseph  Wheeler. 

Bolton. — Capt.  Samuel  Baker,  Mr.  Ephraini  Fairbanks. 

Petersham. — Capt.  Ephraim  Doolittle. 

Southhorough. — Capt.  Jonatlian  Ward. 

Hardwick. — Capt.  Paul  Mandell,  Mr.  Stephen  Rice. 

^Western. — Mr.  Gershom  Makepeace. 

Sturhridgc. — Capt.  Timothy  Parker, 

Leominster. — Thomas  Legate,  Esq.,  Mr.  Israel  Nichols 

Dudley. — Thomas  Cheney,  Esq.  a:  :  :■ 

Upton. — Mr.  Abiel  Sadler. 

New  Braintree. — Capt.  James  Wood. 

i/oWcn— Mr.  John  Child. 

Douglass. — Mr.  Samuel  Jennison.  v  >  ; 

Grafton. — Capt.  John  Gould ing. 
Royalston. — INIr.  Henry  Bond. 

Westminster. — Mr.  Nathan  Wood,  Mr.  Abner  Holden. 
Templcton. — Mr.  Jonathan  Baldwin. 
Athol. — Mr.  William  Bigelow. 

Princeton. — Mr.  Moses  Gill,  Capt.  Benjamin  Holden. 
Ashhurnham. — IMr.  Jonathan  Taylor. 
Winchendon. — Mr.  Moses  Hale. 
•    ^Woodstock.— [^one.] 

Northhridge. — Mr.  Samuel  Baldwin. 

COUNTY  OF  CUMBERLAND. 
Falmouth  and  Cape  Elizabeth. — Enoch  Freeman,  Esq. 

a  l|Canipbell.!| 

and  by  his  having  thus  acted,  it  has  become  fit  and  just  that  every  honorable  memorial  of  him  should 
be  obliterated  and  cease:"  Therefore,  it  was  enacted,  that  the  town  of  Hutchinson  should  no  lon- 
ger bear  that  namo,  but  thenceforth  should  bo  called  Bnrre. 

(1)  The  nkiiie  of  Western  was  altered  to  Warren,  March  13,  1834. 

(2)  Woodstock  is  erroneously  inserted  in  the  text.  The  inhabitants  of  that  town,  settled  in  1636, 
long  attached  to  SuHolk,  afterwards  connected  with  Worcester  county,  seceded  from  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  Massachusetts,  in  1747  ;  in  IToQthey  were  admitt'^d  to  the  privileges  and  protection  of  Connec- 
ticut, and  on  the  settlement  of  her  boundary  line,  became,  and  have  remained  citizens  of  that  state. 
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Scarborough. — Mr.  Samuel  March. 

North  Yarmouth. — Mr.  John  Lewis. 

Gorham, — Solomon  Lombard,  Esq. 

Brunswick  and  Harpswell. — Mr.  Samuel  Thompson, 

iCOUNTY  OF  LINCOLN.— [None.] 

2COUNTY  OF  BERKSHIRE. 
Sheffield,  Great  Barrington,  Egreinont  and  Alford. — John  Fellows, 
Esq.,  Doct  William  Whiting. 

Stochhridge  and  West  Stockbridge. — IMr.  Thomas  Williams. 
Tyringham. — Capt.  Giles  Jackson. 
Pittsfield. — John  Brown,  Esq. 

Richmond. — [None.]  " 
Lenox. — Mr,  John  Patterson. 
Bcckct. — Mr,  Jonathan  Wadsworth. 

The  Conijress  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Chairman,  when  the 
lion.  Jolni  Hancock,  Esq.,  was  elected. 
Benjamin  Lincoln,  Esq.  was  chosen  clerk. 

Upon  a  motion,  Voted,  That  the  Congress  be  adjourned  to  the 
jj'court  house  inl|  Concord,  Hthere  to  meet  on  Tuesday  next,  at  ten 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon.^H 

Tuesday,  October  11,  1774,  A.  M. 
The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Upon  a  motion  \\Resolvcd,  That  the  Congress  be  adjourned  to  the 
meeting  house  in  Concord :  Being  met  there,  upon  a  motion jj  the 

a  ll-Mccting  house  at.|( 

(1)  This  county,  established  in  17G0,  extended  at  the  period  of  the  entries  in  t)ie  journal  over  the 
vast  territory  of  Maine,  where  the  counties  of  Lincoln,  Hancock,  Waldo,  Washinf^'ton,  Kennehcck, 
Somerset  and  Penobscot  have  risen.  The  figures  prefixed  to  the  names  of  the  towns  existing  in 
1771,  indicate  the  date  of  incorporation  of  each  :  1716,  Georgetown  ;  1753,  Newcastle  ;  1759, 
Woolwich  ;  1760,  Pownalsborough,  changed  to  Wiscasset,  Juno  10,  1802  ;  1762,  Bowdoinham  ;  1764, 
Boolhbay,  Topsham  ;  17G5,  Bristol ;  1771,  Hallowell,  Winthrop,  Vassalborough,  Winslow  ;  1773, 
Waldoborough,  Belfast ;  1774,  EJgecomb  ;  Gardnerstown  received  the  name  of  Pittston,  February 
4,  1778. 

(2)  In  Berkshire  were  the  following  towns,  in  addition  to  those  enumerated  in  the  text,  incorpora- 
ted prior  to  1774,  in  the  year  annexed  to  each  name  ;  Patridgefield,  1771,  named  Peru,  June  19, 
1806;  New  Marlborough,  1759;  Lanesborough,  1765;  Sandisfield,  17^;  Williamstown,  1765; 
Gagchorough,  1771,  called  Winsor,  1778  ;  Otis,  1773. 

(3)  Conventions  of  delegates  in  the  several  counties  had  appointed  the  second  Tuesday  of  October 
and  the  town  of  Concord,  as  the  time  and  place  for  the  meeting  of  the  Congress  of  the  province, 
long  before  writs  were  issued  by  the  governor  for  convening  the  general  court.  The  adjournment  was 
in  conformity  with  the  resolutions  of  the  local  assemblies. 

"The  meeting  was  first  held  in  the  old  court  house,  but  that  being  too  small  to  convene  so 
large  an  assembly,  it  was  adjourned  to  the  meeting  house.  Two  sessions,  one  at  nine,  and  the 
other  at  three  o'clock,  were  held  each  day."  ShattucWs  Concord.,  91. 
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question  was  put,  whetlier  they  would  reconsider  their  vote  relative  to 
the  appointing  a  chairman,  and  then  proceed  to  the  choice  of  a  presi- 
dent, by  written  votes,  and  passed  in  the  athrmative. 

Upon  a  motion.  Ordered,  That  Capt.  Heath,  Hon.  Mr.  Dexter,  and 
Hon.  Col.  Ward,  be  a  committee  to  count  and  sort  the  votes  for  a 
president. 

The  Congress  proceeded  to  bring  in  their  votes  for  a  president,  and 
the  committee  having  counted  and  sorted  the  same,  reported  that  the 
Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  was  chosen. 

The  Congress  then  appointed  Benjamin  Lincoln,  Esq.,  secretary. 

Upon  a  motion,  Ordered,  That  Capt.  Barrett,  Doct.  Warren,  and 
Hon.  Col.  Ward,  be  a  committee  to  wait  on  the  Rev.  Mr.  Emerson, 
and  desire  his  attendance  on  the  Congress,  that  tlie  business  might  be 
opened  with  prayer. 

The  committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Rev.  Mr.  Emerson,  report- 
ed that  they  had  attended  [to]  that  service,  and  tliat  the  Rev.  Mr.  Emer-. 
son  would  soon  attend  on  the  Congress  arrreeable  to  their  desire. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. — Tlie  Congress  is  further  adjourned  to  half 
after  eight  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Wednesday,  October  12,  1774,  A.  jM. 

11*11  Upon  a  motion,  Ordered,  That  Major  Fuller,  Col.  Prescot,  Doct. 
Warren,  and  Doct.  Holten,  be  appointed  to  return  the  Congress  when 
necessary,  in  order  the  more  easily  to  ascertain  a  vote,  and  that  they 
observe  the  following  divisions,  viz  :  The  wall  pews  on  the  right  of  the 
desk  for  one  division  ;  [those]  on  the  left  for  another ;  the  men's  seats 
and  the  pews  adjoining  them,  a  third;  and  the  women's  seats  and  the 
pews  adjoining  thom,  the  fourth. 

Upon  a  motion,  the  question  was  put  whether  the  several  resolutions 
entered  into  by  the  counties  respectively,  be  now  read,  and  passed  in 
the  affirmative.    They  were  read  accordingly. ^ 

Resolved,  That  a  doorkeeper  be  appointed. 

Resolved^  That  Capt.  Barrett  be  desired  to  appoint  some  suitable 
person  for  a  doorkeeper  ;  he  appointed  accordingly,  Mr.  Jeremiah  Hunt 
for  that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  Hon.  Joseph  Hawley, 
Esq.,  Doct.  Warren,  Hon.  Samuel  Dexter,  Esq.,  Hon.  Col.  Ward,  Hon. 

a  llCongress  met  agreeably  to  adjournment. || 
(1)  The  records  of  the  county  conventions  so  fur  as  they  can  be  recovered  will  be  found  in  the  Ap- 
pendix. 
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Col.  Warren,  Capt.  Heath,  Col.  Lee,  Doct.  Church,  Doct.  Holten,  Mr. 
Gerry,  Col.  Tyiig,  Capt.  Roberson,  Major  Foster,  and  Mr.  Gorham,  be 
a  committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  the  province,  and 
report  as  soon  as  may  be. 

IjThen  the  Congress|l  adjourned  to  three  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Afternoon. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Thursday,  October  13, 1774,  A.  M. 
|l*||Adjourned  to  three  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Afternoon. 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  the  province,  reported  the  following 
message  to  his  excellency.  The  same  was  considered  and  accepted  by 
the  Congress  with  one  |l''dissentient|l  only,  and  the  president  was  Unor- 
dered |1  to  attest  the  same. 

^tay  it  phase  your  Excdicncy  : 

Tlie  delegates  from  the  several  towns  in  the  province  of  the  IMassa- 
chusetts  Bay,  having  convened  in  general  Congress,  beg  leave  to  ad- 
dress your  excellency.  The  distressed  and  miserable  state  of  the 
province,  occasioned  by  the  intolerable  grievances  and  oppressions  to 
which  the  people  are  subjected,  and  the  danger  and  destruction  to 
which  they  are  exposed,  of  which  your  excellency  must  be  sensible, 
and  the  want  of  a  general  assembly,  have  rendered  it  indispensably 
necessary  to  collect  the  wisdom  of  the  province  by  their  delegates  in 
this  Congress,  to  concert  some  adequate  remedy  for  preventing  impend- 
ing ruin,  and  providing  for  the  public  safety. 

It  is  with  the  utmost  concern  w^e  see  your  hostile  preparations,  which 
have  spread  such  alarm  throughout  this  province  and  the  whole  conti- 
nent, as  threatens  to  involve  us  in  all  the  confusion  and  horrors  of  a 
civil  war  ;  and  while  we  contemplate  an  event  so  deeply  to  be  regretted 
by  every  good  man,  it  must  occasion  the  surprise  and  astonishment  of 
all  mankind,  that  such  measures  are  pursued  against  a  people  whose 
love  of  order,  attachment  to  Britain,  and  loyalty  to  their  prince,  have 
ever  been  truly  exemplary.  Your  excellency  must  be  sensible  that  the 
sole  end  of  government  is  the  protection  and  security  of  the  people. 
"Whenever,  therefore,  that  power,  which  was  originally  instituted  to  ef- 
fect these  important  and  valuable  purposes,  is  employed  to  harass,  dis- 
tress, or  enslave  the  people,  in  this  case  it  becomes  a  curse  rather  than 
a  blessing. 


iljCoii^rcss  met  afrreealily  to  adjoummcnt.U  b  Ijdissontient  voice. ||  c  ||requested.|j 
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The  most  painful  apprehensions  are  excited  in  our  minds  by  the 
measures  now  pursuing.  The  rigorous  execution  of  the  Port  Bill,  with 
["increased]  severity,  must  eventually  reduce  the  capital  and  its  numer- 
ous dependencies  to  a  state  of  poverty  and  ruin.  The  acts  for  altering 
the  charter  and  the  administration  of  justice  in  the  colony,  are  mani- 
festly designed  to  abridge  this  people  of  their  rights,  and  to  license 
murders  ;  and,  if  carried  into  execution,  will  reduce  them  to  a  state  of 
slavery.  The  number  of  troops  in  the  capital,  increased  by  daily  ac- 
cessions drawn  from  the  whole  continent,  together  with  the  formidable 
and  hostile  preparations  which  you  are  now  making  on  Boston  Neck, 
in  our  opinion,  greatly  endanger  the  lives,  liberties  and  properties,  not 
only  of  our  brethren  in  the  town  of  Boston,  but  of  this  province  in  gen- 
eral. Permit  us  to  ask  your  excellency,  whether  an  inattentive  and 
unconcerned  acquiescence  [4n]  such  alarming,  such  menacing  mea- 
sures, would  not  evidence  a  state  of  insanity  ;  or,  whether  the  delaying 
to  take  every  possible  precaution  for  the  security  of  the  province,  would 
not  be  the  most  criminal  neglect  in  a  people  heretofore  rigidly  and  just- 
ly tenacious  of  their  Unconstitutional H  rights? 

Penetrated  with  the  most  poignant  concern,  and  ardently  solicitous 
to  preserve  union  and  harmony  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colo- 
nies, so  indispensably  necessary  to  the  well  being  of  both,  we  entreat 
your  excellency  to  remove  that  brand  of  contention,  the  fortress  at  the 
entrance  of  Boston.  We  are  much  concerned  that  you  should  have 
been  induced  to  construct  it,  and  thereby  causelessly  excite  such  a 
spirit  of  resentment  and  indignation  as  now  generally  prevails. 

We  assure  you,  sir,  that  the  good  people  of  this  colony  never  have 
had  the  least  intention  to  do  any  injury  to  his  majesty's  troops ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  most  earnestly  desire  that  every  obstacle  to  treating  them 
as  fellow-subjects  may  be  immediately  removed ;  [*^and  we]  are  con- 
strained to  tell  your  excellency,  that  the  minds  of  the  people  will  never  be 
relieved  till  those  hostile  works  are  demolished  ;  and  we  request  you, 
as  you  regard  his  majesty's  honor  and  interest,  the  dignity  and  happi- 
ness of  the  empire,  and  the  peace  and  welfare  of  this  province,  that 
you  immediately  desist  from  the  fortress  now  constructing  at  the  south 
entrance  into  the  town  of  Boston,  and  restore  the  pass  to  its  natural 
state. 

Upon  a  motion, 

Ordered,  That  a  fair  copy  of  the  foregoing  report  be  taken  and  pre- 
sented to  his  excellency  Thomas  Gage,  Esq.,  and  that  a  committee  be 


a  [improved.] 


bfto] 
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appointed  to  wait  upon  him  early  to-morrow  morning  with  the  same. 
Accordingly,  Col.  Lee,  Hon.  Col.  Ward,  Col.  Orne,  Capt.  Gardner, 
Henry  Gardner,  Esq.,  Mr.  Devens,  Mr.  Gorham,  Capt.  Brown,  Col. 
Pomeroy,  Hon.  Col.  Prescot,  Col.  Thayer,  Mr.  Williams,  Capt.  Heath, 
Capt.  Upham,  Mr.  Barnes,  Capt.  Doolittle,  Mr.  Lothrop,  Major  Thomp- 
son, Mr.  Palmer,  Mr.  Pickering,  and  Capt.  Thompson,  were  appointed. 

Resolved,  Tliat  when  this  Congress  shall  adjourn  over  the  sabbath, 
that  it  be  adjourned  to  the  court  house  in  Cambridge. 

Then  the  Congress  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

Friday,  October  14,  1774,  A.  31. 

Resolved,  That  the  message  to  his  excellency  be  printed  in  the  Bos- 
ton newspapers. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock  this  afternoon.  , 

Afternoon. 

Tlie  committee  on  the  state  of  the  province  reported  the  following 
resolve,  which  was  read,  considered  and  accepted,  and  ordered  tliat 
it  be  printed  in  the  Boston  newspapers,  and  attested  by  the  secretary. 

Rf  solred,  That  the  several  constables  and  collectors  of  taxes  through- 
out the  province,  who  have  or  shall  have  any  moneys  in  their  hands 
collected  on  province  assessments,  be  advised  not  to  pay  the  same,  or 
any  part  thereof,  to  the  Hon.  Harrison  Gray,  Esq.,  but  that  such  consta- 
bles and  collectors,  as  also  such  constables  and  collectors  as  have  or  shall 
have  any  county  moneys  in  their  hands,  take  and  observe  such  orders 
and  directions  touching  the  same,  as  shall  be  given  them  by  the  sever- 
al towns  and  districts  by  whom  they  were  chosen.  And  that  the  sheriffs 
and  deputy  sheriffs  of  the  several  counties  in  the  province,  who  have 
in  their  hands  any  province  moneys,  be  also  advised  not  to  pay  the 
same  to  the  said  Harrison  Gray,  Esq.,  but  that  they  retain  the  same  in 
their  hands  respectively,  until  the  farther  advice  of  a  Provincial  Con- 
gress, or  order  from  a  constitutional  assembly  of  this  province.  And 
that  the  present  assessors  of  the  several  towns  and  districts  in  the  pro- 
vince, be  advised  to  proceed  to  make  assessments  of  the  tax  granted  by 
the  great  and  general  court  of  the  province  at  their  last  May  session, 
and  that  such  assessments  be  duly  paid  by  the  persons  assessed,  to  such 
person  or  persons  as  shall  be  ordered  by  the  said  towns  and  districts 
respectively.  And  the  Congress  strongly  recommend  the  payment  of 
the  tax  accordingly. 

The  Congress  then  adjourned  to  the  court  house  in  Cambridge,  there 
to  meet  on  Monday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 
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||Cambridge,11  Monday,  October  17, 1774,  A.  M. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment,  and  adjourned  to  the 
meeting  house  in  Cambridge. 
Upon  a  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Gardner,  Mr  Watson,  and  Mr.  Cheever,  be  a 
committee  to  wait  on  the  Rev.  Doct.  Appleton,  and  desire  that  he 
would  attend  tlie  Congress  and  open  the  meeting  with  prayer. 

The  committee  reported,  that  they  had  waited  on  the  Rev.  Doct. 
Appleton,  and  delivered  the  message,  and  that  he  would  wait  on  the 
Congress  immediately. 

Upon  a  motion,  the  question  was  put,  whether  application  be  made 
to  the  governor  of  the  college,  for  leave  for  the  Congress  to  sit  in  the 
new  chapel,  and  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  seats  now  chosen  by  the  members  in  Congress, 
and  those  which  may  be  chosen  by  them  in  future  upon  their  first 
cominor  into  the  same,  be  their  seats  durincr  the  session  thereof. 

Resolved,  That  the  Congress  be  returned  in  divisions  as  agreed  on 
at  Concord. 

Mr.  President  informed  the  Congress  that  he  had  in  his  hand  his 
excellency's  answer  to  our  message  to  him  of  the  thirteenth  instant, 
directed  to  Col.  Lee,  Hand  others  which  he  read  and  is  as  followeth:|| 

To  Col.  Lee,  Hon.  Col.  Ward,  Col.  Orne,  Capt.  Gardner,  Henry  Gardner.  Esq.,  Mr. 
Devens,  Mr.  Gorliam,  Capt.  Brown,.  Col.  Pomeroy,  Hon.  Col.  Prescot,  Col.  Thayer,  Mr. 
Williams,  Capt.  Heath,  Capt.  Upham,  I\Ir.  Barnes,  Capt.  Doolitlle,  Mr.  Lolhrop,  Major 
Thompson,  Mr.  Palmer,  Mr.  Pickering,  and  Capt.  Thompson,  said  to  be  a  committee  to 
wail  on  his  excellency  with  a  message.  ' 

Gentlemen  :  The  previous  menaces  daily  thrown  out,  and  the  unu- 
sual warlike  preparations  throughout  the  country,  made  it  an  act  of 
duty  in  me  to  pursue  the  measures  I  have  taken  in  constructing  what 
you  call  a  fortress,  which,  unless  annoyed,  will  annoy  nobody. 

It  is  surely  highly  exasperating,  as  well  as  ungenerous,  even  to  hint 
that  the  lives,  liberties,  or  properties  of  any  persons,  except  avowed 
enemies,  are  in  danger  from  Britons ;  Britain  can  never  harbor  the 
black  design  of  wantonly  destroying,  or  enslaving,  any  people  on  earth. 
And  notwithstanding  the  enmity  shewn  the  king's  troops,  by  withhold- 
ing from  them  almost  every  necessary  for  their  preservation,  they  have 
not,  as  yet,  discovered  the  resentment  which  might  justly  be  expected  to 
arise  from  such  hostile  treatment. 

No  person  can  be  more  solicitous  than  myself  to  procure  union  and 
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harmony  between  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies,  and  I  ardently  wish 
to  contribute  to  the  completion  of  a  work  so  salutary  to  both  countries. 
But  an  open  and  avowed  disobedience  to  all  her  authority,  is  only  bid- 
ding defiance  to  the  mother  country,  and  gives  little  hopes  of  bringing 
a  spirited  nation  to  that  favorable  disposition,  which  a  more  decent  and 
dutiful  conduct  might  effect. 

Whilst  you  complain  of  acts  of  parliament  that  make  alterations  in 
your  charter,  and  put  you  in  some  degree  on  the  same  footing  with 
many  other  provinces,  you  will  not  forget  that  by  your  assembling, 
you  are  yourselves  subverting  that  charter,  and  now  acting  in  ||direct|l 
violation  of  your  own  constitution. 

It  is  my  duty,  therefore,  however  irregular  your  application  is,  to 
warn  you  of  the  rock  you  are  upon,  and  to  require  you  to  desist  from 
such  illegal  and  unconstitutional  proceedings. 

THOMAS  GAGE. 

Province  House,  October  17,  1774. 

Txcsoh'fd,  That  his  excellency's  answer  be  committed  to  the  commit- 
tee on  tlie  state  of  the  province. 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  on  his  honor's  table,  said  to  be  wrote  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Peters,^  be  committed  to  the  committee  on  the  state  of  the 
province. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

(1)  Rev,  Samuel  Peters,  l>orn  at  Hebron,  in  Connecticut,  December  12, 1735,  of  Yale  College  1757, 
took  orders  and  assumed  the  charge  of  the  churches  of  his  native  town  and  of  Hartford  in  17G2. 
He  resided  in  Hebron  until  1774.  In  that  year,  public  indignation  was  strongly  roused  by  comnnini- 
cations  to  the  royalist  newspapers  attributed  to  his  pen.  His  house  was  often  visited  by  commit- 
tees from  the  patriotic  inhabitants,  his  papers  searched,  and  his  person  sometimes  treated  with 
severity.  The  letters  mentioned  in  the  text  were  sent  from  Boston,  where  he  had  taken  refuge,  to 
his  friends  and  relatives:  they  were  intercepted,  and  submitted  to  tlie  Congress. 

On  the  28th  of  September,  he  writes  to  his  mother:  "  I  should  be  happy  if  my  friends  and  rela- 
tions at  Hebron  were  provided  for  at  these  bad  times  when  things  are  growing  worse.  Six  regi- 
ments are  coming  over  from  England  and  sundry  men  of  war.  So  soon  as  they  come  HANGING 
WORK  will  go  on,  and  DESTRUCTION  will  attend  first  the  sea  port  towns.  The  lintel  sprinkled 
on  the  sidcpost  will  preserve  the  faithful." 

In  a  letter  to  Dr.  Auchmuty,  at  New  York,  dated  at  Boston,  October  1,  1774,  he  writes  : 

"  The  riots  and  mobs  that  have  attended  me  and  my  house,  set  on  by  the  Governor  of  Connecticut, 
have  compelled  me  to  take  up  my  abode  here  ;  and  the  clergy  of  Connecticut  must  fall  a  sacrifice 
with  the  several  churches,  very  soon,  to  the  rage  of  the  puritan  mobility,  if  tlie  old  serpent,  that 
dragon,  is  not  bound.". . . ."  Judge  Auchmuty  will  do  all  that  is  reasonable  for  the  neighboring 
charter.  Necessity  calls  for  such  friendship,  as  the  head  is  sick  and  heart  faint,  and  spiritual  iniqui- 
ty rides  in  high  places,  with  halberts,  pistols,  and  swords.  Sec  the  proclamation  I  sent  you  by  my 
nephew,  on  thoir  pious  sabbath  day,  the  4th  of  last  month,  when  the  preachers  and  magistrates  left 
the  pulpits,  (fcc,  for  the  gun  and  drum  and  set  otT  for  Boston,  cursing  the  King  and  Lord  North, 
General  Gage,  the  bishops  and  their  cursed  curates,  and  the  church  of  England.  And  for  my  telling 
the  church  people  not  to  take  up  arms,  &c.,  it  being  high  treason,  Sec,  the  sons  of  liberty  iiave 
almost  killed  one  of  my  church,  tarred  and  feathered  two,  abused  others,  and  on  the  6th  day  de- 
stroyed my  windows,  and  rent  my  clothes,  even  my  gown,  Sac,  crying  out,  down  with  the  church. 
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Afiernoon. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  absence  of  the  president,  the  secretary  have 
power  to  adjourn  the  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Rev.  Doct. 
Appleton  this  morning  to  desire  his  attendance  on  the  Congress,  and 
[that  he  would]  open  the  meeting  witli  prayer,  again  wait  on  him,  and 
return  him  the  thanks  of  this  Congress  for  liis  attendance  Honj]  and 
prayer  with  them  this  morning  :  and  desire  that  he  would  officiate  as 
their  chaplain  during  their  session  here. 

Adj  nirned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock.         ,   ,  ,  * 

Tuesday,  October  18, 1774,  A.  M. 

\Y\\Ord€rcd,  That  the  galleries  be  now  cleared,  and  that  the  doors  of 
the  house  be  kept  shut,  during  the  debates  of  the  Congress,  until  the 
further  order  thereof 

Resolved,  That  a  doorkeeper  be  appointed ;  and  that  the  members 
of  the  town  of  Cambridge  appoint  some  suitable  person  for  that  pur- 
pose.   Mr.  llAVilliamll  Darling  was  appointed  accordingly. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

AAernoon. 

Moved,  That  the  Congress  now  determine  whether  they  will,  or  will 
not,  reply  to  his  excellency's  answer. 

After  some  debate  thereon,  the  question  was  put,  whether  the  Con- 
gress will  make  a  reply  to  his  excellency's  answer,  and  it  passed  in  the 
affirmative. 

llThen  the  Cougress||  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  ten  o'clock. 

Wed>t:sday,  October  19,  1774,  A.  M. 

Ordered,  That  the  doorkeeper  see  that  the  galleries  be  now  cleared. 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  the  province  reported  a  reply  to  his 
excellency's  message.  The  same  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  recom- 
mitted. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Heath,  Major  Fellows,  Col.  Thomas,  Capt. 
Gardner,  and  Col.  Pomeroy,  be  a  committee  to  make  as  minute  an  in- 
quiry into  the  present  state  and  operations  of  the  army  as  may  be,  and 
report. 

a  llCongress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. || 

the  rags  of  popery,  &c.  Their  rebellion  is  o{)vious,and  treason  is  common,  and  robbery  is  the  daily 
devotion.  Tho  Lord  deliver  us  from  anarchy.  The  l>ouniis  of  New  York  may  directly  extend  to 
Connecticut  river  ;  Boston  meet  them  ;  New  Hampshire,  take  the  province  of  Maine  ;  and  Rhode 
Island  be  swallowed  up  as  Dathan.    Pray  lose  no  time,  nor  fear  worse  times  than  attend  us." 

Mr.  Peters  went  to  England  in  the  autunm  of  1774  :  published  a  history  of  Connecticut  in  1781, 
which  has  not  been  considered  a  work  of  pood  authority  :  returned  to  America  in  1805  :  went  to 
the  falls  of  St.  Anthony  claiming  a  larcc  territory  under  Carver,  in  1817  and  1818:  and  died  in  New 
York,  April  19,  18-26,  aged  90. 
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Afternoon. 

Ordered,  That  no  members  be  called  out. 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  the  province  reported  an  answer  to 
his  excellency's  message  ;  which,  having  been  read  and  considered, 
in  I  ["paragraphs,  and  so  passed  ||  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

Thursday,  October  20,  1774,  A.  M. 
The  committee  appointed  to  make  inquiry  into  the  state  and  opera- 
tions of  the  army  reported.    The  report,  after  being  read,  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Afternoon. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  consider  what  is  neces- 
sary to  be  now  done  for  the  defence  and  safety  of  the  province. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  consist  of  thirteen,  viz  :  two  in  the 
county  of  Suftblk,  and  one  in  each  other  county  [''which  has]  returned 
members  to  tliis  Congress. 

Rrsidnd^  That  each  coun'^'  appoint  its  own  member. 

The  members  of  the  several  counties  retired,  soon  returned,  and  re- 
ported that  they  had  made  <^hoice  of  the  following  gentlemen  respec- 
tively, viz  : 

SuJJ'olk. — Hon.  Samuel  Dexter,  Esq.,  and  Capt.  Heath.  Middlesex. — 
Capt.  Gardner.  Essex. — Col.  Orne.  Ilampsliire. — Major  Hawley. 
Plymouth. — Col.  Thomas.  Barnstable. — Daniel  Davis,  Esq.  Bris- 
tol— Col.  Walker.  Yurh. — Edward  Cutt,  Esq.  Dules. — Mr.  Smith. 
Worcester. — Hon.  Col.  Ward.  Cumberland. — Major  Freeman.  Berk- 
shire.— Major  Fellows. 

Upon  a  motion,  Ordered,  That  the  gentlemen  appointed  by  the  sev- 
eral counties  respectively  be  a  committee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  the  province  reported  a  resolve  rela- 
tive to  the  payment  and  collecting  of  the  outstanding  rates  and  taxes ; 
tlie  same  li'wasH  read,  and  ordered  to  be  recommitted. 

Upon  a  motion.  Ordered,  That  the  answer  to  his  excellency's  mes- 
sage remain  on  the  table. 

Then  adjourned  till  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Friday,  October  21,  1774,  A.  M. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gerry,  Col.  Warren,  and  Col.  Lee,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  report  a  letter  to  the  selectmen,  overseers  of  the  poor,  com- 
mittee of  correspondence,  and  committee  of  donations,  for  the  town  of 


a  llparagraph  by  paragrupli.|| 


b  [who  ha VI'.] 


c  ||boiiig.!| 


24 


FIRST  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS. 


[Oct,  21, 


Boston,  desiring  their  attendance  at  this  Congress,  to  consult  |I^meansj| 
for  the  preservation  of  the  town  of  Boston  at  this  alarmino-  crisis. 

Upon  a  motion^ the  question  was  put,  whether  the  Congress  will  now 
assign  a  time  when  they  will  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of 
recommending  a  day  of  public  thanksgiving  throughout  this  province, 
and  passed  in  the  affirmative;  accordingly  three  o'clock  this  after- 
noon was  I  (''assigned  1)  for  that  purpose. 

1 1  Upon  a  motion  the  question  was  put,  whether  the  Congress  will 
now  assign  a  time  when  they  will  take  into  consideration  the  proprie- 
ty of  recommendina  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer  throughout  this  pro- 
vince, and  it  passed  in  the  affirmative.  Accordingly,  four  o'clock  this 
afternoon  is  assigned  for  that  purpose. !| 

Upon  a  motion,  the  question  was  put  whether  a  time  be  now  assign- 
ed to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  appointing  an  agent  or 
agents,  to  repair  to  the  government  of  Canada,  in  order  to  consult 
with  the  inhabitants  thereof,  and  settle  a  friendly  correspondence  and 
agreement  with  them,  and  passed  in  tlie  affirmative ;  accordingly,  five 
o'clock  this  afternoon  was  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

The  committee  appointed  to  report  a  letter  to  the  selectmen  of  the 
town  of  Boston,  aiid  others,  reported  a  letter  accordingly,  which  was 
read  and  accepted,  and  the  president  ij'orderedj]  to  sign  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  gentlemen  wrote  to  and  expected  from  Boston, 
[be  requested  to]  bring  with  them  six  or  eight  of  Rivington's  late  news- 
papers. 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  the  province,  reported  several  resolves 
relative  to  the  counsellors  and  others  who  have  acted  in  obedience  to 
the  late  act  of  parliament  for  altering  the  civil  constitution  of  this  gov- 
ernment, and  Tire  now  in  Boston.  The  same  being  read  and  consider- 
ed, were  ordered  to  be  recommitted  for  amendments  ;  which  were  ac- 
cordingly recommitted,  amended,  reported,  accepted,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed  in  all  the  Boston  newspapers,  and  are  as  follow,  viz  : 

Whereas,  sundry  persons  now  in  Boston,  have  as  mandamus  coun- 
sellors, or  in  other  capacities,  accepted  or  acted  under  commissions  or 
authority  derived  from  the  act  of  parliament  passed  last  session,  for 
changing  the  form  of  government  and  violating  the  charter  of  this  pro- 
vince ;  and  by  sitch  disgraceful,  such  detestable  conduct,  have  counter- 
acted not  oidy  the  sense  of  this  province,  but  of  the  United  American 
Colonies,  in  Grand  Congress  expressed  : 

■    Therefore,  Resolved,  That  the  persons  aforesaid  who  shall  not  give 
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Boston,  desiring  their  attendance  at  this  Congress,  to  consult  |l^meansj| 
for  the  preservation  of  the  town  of  Boston  at  this  alarming  crisis. 

Upon  a  motiou>the  question  was  put,  whether  the  Congress  will  now 
assign  a  time  wlien  they  will  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of 
recommending  a  day  of  public  thanksgiving  throughout  this  province, 
and  passed  in  the  affirmative;  accordingly  three  o'clock  this  after- 
noon was  li^assignedj]  for  that  purpose. 

1 1  Upon  a  motion  the  question  was  put,  whether  the  Congress  will 
now  assign  a  time  when  they  will  take  into  consideration  the  proprie- 
ty of  recommending  a  day  of  fiisting  and  prayer  throughout  this  pro- 
vince, and  it  passed  in  the  affirmative.  Accordingly,  four  o'clock  this 
afternoon  is  assigned  for  that  purpose. jj 

Upon  a  motion,  the  question  was  put  wliether  a  time  be  now  assign- 
ed to  take  into  consideration  the  ])ropriety  of  appointing  an  agent  or 
ag€nts,  to  repair  to  the  government  of  Canada,  in  order  to  consult 
with  the  inhabitants  thereof,  and  settle  a  friendly  correspondence  and 
agreement  with  them,  and  passed  in  the  affirmative ;  accordingly,  five 
o'clock  this  afternoon  was  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

The  committee  appointed  to  report  a  letter  to  the  selectmen  of  the 
town  of  Boston,  and  others,  reported  a  letter  accordingly,  which  was 
read  and  accepted,  and  the  president  Il'ordered||  to  sigi\  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  gentlemen  wrote  to  and  expected  from  Boston, 
[be  requested  to]  bring  with  them  six  or  eight  of  Rivington's  late  news- 
papers. 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  the  province,  reported  several  resolves 
relative  to  the  counsellors  and  others  who  have  acted  in  obedience  to 
the  late  act  of  parliament  for  altering  the  civil  constitution  of  this  gov- 
ernment, and  Tire  now  in  Boston.  The  same  being  read  and  consider- 
ed, were  ordered  to  be  recommitted  for  amendments  ;  which  were  ac- 
cordingly recommitted,  amended,  reported,  accepted,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed  in  ail  the  Boston  newspapers,  and  are  as  follow,  viz  : 

Whereas,  sundry  persons  now  in  Boston,  have  as  mandamus  coun- 
sellors, or  in  other  capacities,  accepted  or  acted  under  commissions  or 
authority  derived  from  the  act  of  parliament  passed  last  session,  for 
changing  the  form  of  government  and  violating  the  charter  of  this  pro- 
vince ;  and  by  sitch  disgraceful,  such  detestable  conduct,  have  counter- 
acted not  only  the  sense  of  this  province,  but  of  the  United  American 
Colonies,  in  Grand  Congress  expressed  : 

'-    Therefore,  Resolved,  That  the  persons  aforesaid  who  shall  not  give 
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satisfaction  to  this  injured  province  and  continent,  within  ten  days  from 
the  publication  of  this  resolve,  by  causing  to  be  published  in  all  the 
Boston  newspapers,  acknowledgments  of  their  former  misconduct,  and 
renunciations  of  the  commissions  and  authority  mentioned,  ought  to 
be  considered  as  infamous  betrayers  of  their  country  ;  and  that  a  com- 
mittee of  Congress  be  ordered  to  cause  their  names  to  be  published 
repeatedly,  that  the  inhabitants  of  this  province,  by  having  them  enter- 
ed on  the  records  of  each  town,  as  rebels  against  the  state,  may  send 
them  down  to  posterity  with  the  infamy  they  deserve ;  and  that  other 
parts  of  America  may  have  an  opportunity  of  stigmatizing  them  in 
such  way  as  shall  effectually  answer  a  similar  purpose. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  good  people 
of  this  province,  so  far  to  forgive  such  of  the  obnoxious  persons  afore- 
said, who  shall  have  given  the  satisfaction  required  in  the  preceding 
resolve,  as  not  to  molest  them  for  their  past  misconduct. 

Ordcrtfl,  That  Major  Thompson,  Mr  Devens,  and  Mr.  Watson,  be 
a  committee  to  cause  the  names  of  sundry  persons  now  in  Boston,  hav- 
ing as  mandamus  counsellors,  or  in  other  capacities,  accepted  or  acted 
under  commission  or  authority  derived  from  the  act  of  parliament  passed 
lai^t  session,  for  changing  the  form  of  government  and  violating  the 
charter  of  this  province,  to  be  published  repeatedly,  in  case  they  shall 
not,  within  ten  days,  give  satisfaction  to  this  injured  province,  by  caus- 
ing to  be  published  in  all  the  Boston  newspapers,  acknowledgments  of 
their  misconduct,  and  renunciations  of  the  commissions  and  authority 
aforesaid. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Appleton,  Mr.  Gill,  Mr.  Pickering,  Mr.  Legate, 
and  Major  Thompson,  be  a  committee  to  report  a  non  consumption 
agreement  relative  to  British  and  India  goods. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Palmer,  Capt.  Doolittle,  Capt.  Greenleaf,  Doct. 
Foster,  and  Col.  Danielson,  be  a  committee  to  report  a  resolve  recom- 
mending the  total  disuse  of  India  teas. 

Then  adjourned  till  three  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Afternoon. 

Mr.  President  informed  the  Congress  that  he  had  in  his  hands  a 
number  of  Rivington's  newspapers  ;  Whereupon 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gerry,  Capt.  Farley,  and  Doct.  Church,  be  a 
committee  to  look  over  the  same ;  and  if  any  thing  therein  should  ap- 
pear to  have  been  written  with  a  design  to  injure  this  province,  that 
they  report  it  to  the  Congress,^ 

(1)  Rivington''s  JVeic  York  Oazntecr,  or  the  Connecticut,  Hudson's  River,  New  Jersey,  and  Que- 
bec fVcekly  Jldvertiser,  was  publislied  in  the  city  of  New  York.    It  commenced  April  "22,  1773  ; 

4 


26 


FIRST  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS. 


[Oct.  21, 


Ordered,  That  J\Ir.  Gill,  Major  Fuller,  Col.  Prescott,  Mr.  Hall,  Mr. 
Gardner  of  Stow,  Mr.  Davis,  and  Capt.  Uphani,  be  a  committee  to  wait 
on  the  gentlemen  selectmen,  and  others,  expected  from  Boston,  and 
conduct  them  to  this  body. 

The  gentlemen  selectmen,  overseers  of  the  poor,  committee  of  cor- 
respondence, and  committee  of  donations,  being  introduced,  a  free 
conversation  was  had  with  them  on  means  for  preserving  the  town  of 
Boston  at  this  alarming  crisis. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  recommending  the 
total  disuse  of  India  teas  in  this  province,  reported.  The  report  was 
read  and  accepted,  and  is  as  follows : 

Whereas,  the  unnecessary  and  extravagant  consumption  of  East 
India  teas  in  time  past,  has  much  contributed  to  the  political  destruc- 
tion of  this  province  ;  and  as  tea  has  been  the  mean  by  which  a  cor- 
rupt administration  have  attempted  to  tax,  enslave,  and  ruin  us  :  There- 
fore, 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  do  earnestly  recommend  to  the  people 
of  this  province  an  abhorrence  and  detestation  of  all  kinds  of  East 
India  teas,  as  the  baneful  vehicle  of  a  corrupt  and  venal  administration, 
for  the  purpose  of  introducing  despotism  and  slavery  into  this  once 
happy  country ;  and  that  every  individual  in  this  province  ought  totally 
to  disuse  the  same.  And  it  is  also  reconnnended,  that  every  town  and 
district,  appoint  a  committee  to  post  up  in  some  public  place  the  names 
of  all  such  in  their  respective  towns  and  districts,  who  shall  sell  or 
consume  so  extravagant  and  unnecessary  an  article  of  luxury. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  what  is  necessary  to  be  done 
for  the  defence  and  safety  of  this  province,  reported.  The  report  was 
read,  and  ordered  that  the  consideration  thereof  be  referred  till  to-mor- 
row morning. 

ItThe  Congress  thenH  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  nine  o'clock. 

was  devoted  to  the  support  of  the  principles  of  the  British  administration  ;  had  extensive  circula- 
tion among  the  royalists  of  the  principal  towns  of  the  colunies  ;  and  received  the  patronage  of  gov- 
ernment. It  was  continued  until  November  27,  1775,  when  a  troop  of  armed  men  from  Connecti- 
cut surrounded  the  printing  house,  broke  the  press,  dt  -;troyed  the  cases,  scattered  the  forms,  and 
carried  away  a  large  quantity  of  type  to  melt  into  bulk  ts. 

James  Rivington,  the  publisher,  born  in  London,  arrived  in  America  in  17f)0,  and  commenced  bu- 
giness  as  a  bookseller  in  Philadelphia.  Ho  pursued  the  same  trade  in  Koston  and  in  New  York, 
without  success,  and  in  1773  became  printer.  Alter  the  disaster  which  terminuti'd  the  existence  of 
the  Gazutet-r,  he  procured  new  apparatus,  was  appointed  the  king's  printer  for  New  York,  and  re- 
established his  newspaper.  His  editorial  labors  ceased  in  1783.  Ho  resumed  the  occupation  of 
ijooksellcr,  and  died  in  July,  180-2,  aged  seventy-eight  years. — See  Thoma3''s  Hlttory  of  Printing, 
vol,.II,  pages  111,312. 

The  newspapers  exhibited  to  the  Congress,  had  a  decided  tone  of  loyal  sentiment,  but  contained 
no  reflections  peculiarly  injurious  to  the  character  or  feelings  of  the  people  of  the  pro\  ince. 
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Saturday,  October  22, 1774,  A,  M. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  consider  what  is  necessary  to  be  done  for  the  de- 
fence and  safety  of  this  province ;  and  ordered  the  same  to  be  recom- 
mitted for  amendments. 

Ordered,  That  the  Hon.  John  Winthrop,  Esq.,  Mr.  Wheeler,  and 
Mr.  Lombard,  be  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  resolve  recommending  to 
the  people  of  this  province  that  they  observe  a  day  of  public  thanks- 
giving throughout  the  same ;  and  that  they  sit  immediately. 

Resolved,  That  the  consideration  of  the  propriety  of  sending  agents 
to  Canada  be  referred  to  the  next  meetinor  of  this  Cong-ress. 

Ordered,  That  IMr.  Cushing,  of  Scituate,  Capt.  Doolittle,  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, and  Mr.  Palmer,  be  joined  to  the  committee  appointed  to  pre- 
pare a  non-consumption  agreement  relative  to  British  and  India  goods; 
and  that  the  committee  sit  forthwith. 

Moved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  relative 
to  the  king's  troops  providing  themselves  with  straw.  After  a  long 
debate  had  'I'lipon  the  matter jj  the  question  was  ordered  to  subside. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  recommending  to  the 
people  of  this  province  to  observe  a  day  of  public  thanksgiving  through- 
out tlie  same,  reported;  which  report  was  read,  amended,  and  accept- 
ed, and  is  as  followeth,  viz  : 

From  a  consideration  of  the  continuance  of  the  gospel  among  us, 
and  the  smiles  of  Divine  Providence  upon  us  with  regard  to  the  seasons 
of  the  year,  and  the  general  health  which  has  been  enjoyed ;  and  in 
particular,  from  a  consideration  of  the  union  which  so  remarkably 
prevails,  not  only  in  this  province,  but  throughout  the  continent,  at 
this  alarming  crisis,  it  is  resolved,  as  the  sense  of  this  Congress,  that 
it  is  highly  proper  that  a  day  of  public  thanksgiving  should  be  observed 
throughout  this  province ;  and  it  is  accordingly  recommended  to  the 
several  religious  assemblies  in  the  province,  that  Thursday,  the  fifteenth 
day  of  December  next,  be  observed  as  a  day  of  thanksgiving,  to  render 
thanks  to  Almighty  God  for  all  the  blessings  we  enjoy ;  and,  at  the 
same  time,  we  think  it  incumbent  on  this  people  to  humble  themselves 
before  God,  on  account  of  their  sins,  for  which  he  hath  been  pleased, 
in  his  righteous  judgment,  to  suffer  so  great  a  calamity  to  befall  us  as 
the  present  controversy  between  Great  Britain  and  the  colonies;  as 
also  to  implore  the  Divine  blessing  upon  us,  that,  by  the  assistance  of 
his  grace,  we  may  be  enabled  to  reform  whatever  is  amiss  among  us ; 
that  so  God  may  be  pleased  to  continue  to  us  the  blessings  we  enjoy, 
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and  remove  the  tokens  of  his  displeasure,  by  causing  harmony  and 
union  to  be  restored  between  Great  Britain  and  these  colonies,  that  we 
may  again  rejoice  in  the  smiles  of  our  sovereign,  and  in  possession  of 
those  privileges  which  have  been  transmitted  to  us,  and  have  the  hope- 
ful prospect  that  they  shall  be  handed  down  Hentire]]  to  posterity  under 
the  protestant  succession  in  the  illustrious  house  of  Hanover. 

Afternoon. 

The  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  consider  what  is  neces- 
sary to  be  done  for  the  defence  and  safety  of  the  province,  being 
amended,  was  again  read,  and  ordered  to  be  recommitted  for  further 
amendment ;  and  was  committed  accordingly. 

Resolved,  That  the  H^'resolveH  recommending  that  a  day  of  thanks- 
giving be  observed  throughout  this  province,  be  printed,  and  a  copy 
thereof  sent  to  all  the  religious  assemblies  in  this  province;  and  that 
the  president  sign  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Appleton,  Doct.  Foster,  and  Mr.  Devens,  be  a 
committee  to  agree  with  Messrs.  Edes  and  Gill,  to  print  the  resolve 
entered  into  by  this  Congress,  recommending  to  the  inhabitants  of  this 
province  to  observe  a  day  of  public  thanksgiving  ;  and  that  they  send 
a  copy  thereof  to  all  the  religious  assemblies  therein. 

IJThen  the  Congress  adjourned  till  Monday  next,  [at]  ten  o'clock  in 
the  forenoon. 

Monday,  October  24,  1774,  A.  M. 

The  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  consider  what  is  necessa- 
ry to  be  done  for  the  defence  and  safety  of  the  province,  being  amend- 
ed, was  taken  into  consideration,  and  a  long  debate  had  thereon, 

jjThe  Congress!!  adjourned  till  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Afternoon. 

\n\Ordcred,  That  Col.  Lee,  Mr.  Palmer,  Capt.  Batchelder,  Capt.  Keith, 
and  Col.  Orne,  be  a  committee  to  consider  of  and  report  to  this  Con- 
gress the  most  proper  time  for  this  province  to  provide  a  stock  of  pow- 
der, ordnance,  and  ordnance  stores ;  and  that  they  sit  forthwith. 

Ordej'ed, \Tha.t  the  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  non  consump- 
tion agreement,  H^sitjl  forthwith. 

Resolved,  That  the  debates  had  in  Congress  this  afternoon,  and  that 
all  those  which  may  be  had  ||therein|!  in  future,  be  kept  secret  by  the 
members  thereof,  until  leave  shall  be  had  from  the  Congress  to  disclose 
the  same. 


a  |{order.|| 


b  ||Con^e98  mot  pursuant  to  adjournment.|| 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bliss  wait  upon  the  committee  appointed  to  con- 
sider of  the  most  proper  time  for  this  province  to  provide  themselves 
with  powder,  ordnance,  &.c.  He  waited  on  the  committee  according- 
ly, and  reported  that  they  would  jj^be  in|i  Congress  in  a  few  minutes. 
The  committee  came  in  accordingly,  and  reported,  as  their  opinion, 
that  nmo  was  the  proper  time  for  the  province  to  procure  a  stock  of 
powder,  ordnance,  and  ordnance  stores. 

llThenll  Ordered,  That  Col.  Lee,  Mr.  Palmer,  Capt.  Batchelder, 
Capt.  Keith,  Col.  Orne,  Capt.  Gardner,  Capt.  Heath,  Col.  Warren,  and 
Col.  Pomeroy,  be  a  committee  to  take  into  consideration  and  deter- 
mine what  number  of  ordnance,  [and]  what  quantity  of  powder,  and 
ordnance  stores  will  be  now  necessary  for  the  province  stock,  and  esti- 
mate the  expense  thereof. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
niiltee  appointed  to  consider  what  is  necessary  to  be  done  for  the  de- 
fence and  safety  of  the  province,  and  ordered  it  to  be  recommitted  for 
fiirllier  amendments,  and  that  Capt.  Roberson,  Major  Foster,  Capt. 
Bra^^don  and  Mr.  Gerry,  be  added  to  the  committee. 

llThen  the  Cojigress|l  adjourned  till  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Tuesday,  October  25,  1774,  A  M. 

\^\\Order€d,^\\^i  the  committee  appointed  to  report  a  non  consump- 
tion agreement,  sit  forthwith. 

Mr.  Wheeler  brought  into  Congress  a  letter  directed  to  Doct.  Ap- 
pleton,  purporting  the  propriety,  that  while  we  are  attempting  to  free 
ourselves  from  our  present  embarrassments,  and  preserve  ourselves 
from  slavery,  that  we  also  take  into  consideration  the  state  and  cir- 
cumstances of  the  negro  slaves  in  this  province.  The  same  was  read, 
and  it  was  moved  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take  the  same  into 
consideration.  After  some  debate  thereon,  the  question  was  put, 
whether  the  matter  now  subside,  and  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  INIr.  Patterson,  Mr.  Devens  and  Doct.  Holten  be  a 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  all  the  stores  in  the  commissary 
general's  office. 

Upon  a  motion,  the  question  was  put,  whether  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  having  the  dona- 
tions which  shall  be  made  to  the  poor  of  the  town  of  Boston,  stored 
in  the  country,  and  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved^  That  four  o'clock  this  afternoon  be  assigned  to  take  into 


a  llattend  on  the.]] 
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consideration  the  state  of  the  executive  courts  throughout  this  prov- 
ince. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  state  of 
all  the  stores  in  the  commissary  general's  office,  H^'sitH  forthwith. 

Afiernoon. 

Ordered,  That  the  doorkeeper  be  directed  to  call  in  the  members. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  what  number 
of  ordnance,  [and]  what  quantity  of  powder  and  ordnance  stores  are 
now  necessary  for  the  province  stock,  and  estimate  the  expense  there- 
of, reported.  The  report  was  read,  considered  and  accepted ;  which 
is  as  followeth : 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  and  determine 
what  number  of  ordnance,  [and  what]  quantity  of  powder  and  ordnance 
stores  will  be  necessary  for  the  province  stock  at  this  time,  and  estimate 
the  expense,  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  schedule  of  articles  as  ne- 
cessary to  be  procured  at  this  time,  in  addition  to  what  we  are  already 
possessed  of,  with  the  estimate  of  expenses  attendant,  amounting  in  the 
whole  to  ten  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty-seven  pounds,  viz  : 

IC  field  pieces,  3  pounders,  with  carriages,  irons,  &c.  ; 
wheels  for  ditto,  irons,  sponges,  ladles,  &.C.,  a  .£30,       .      «£4S0  0  0 

4  ditto,  6  pounders,  with  ditto,  a  <£3S,       .       .       .        152  0  0 

Carriages,  irons,  &lc.,  for  12  battering  cannon,  a  .£30,        360  0  0 

4  mortars,  and  appurtenances,  viz  :  2  S-inch  and  2  13- 
inch,  a  £20,   80  0  0 

20  tons  grape  and  round  shot,  from  3  to  24  lb.,  a  £15,  300  0  0 
10  tons  bomb-shells,  a  £20, '   200  0  0 

5  tons  lead  balls,  a  £33,   165  0  0 

1,000  barrels  of  powder,  a  £8,  ....  8,000  0  0 
Contingent  charges,   1,000  0  0 


£10,737  0  0 

In  addition  to  the  above  estimate, 
Ord€red,T\i^\.  there  be  procured  5,000  arms  and  bayo- 
nets, «  £2,   10,000  0  0 

And  75,000  flints,   100  0  0 


llln  the  wholell       ....        £20,837  0  0 
Ordered,  That  all  the  matters  which  shall  come  under  consideration 
before  this  Congress,  be  kept  secret,  and  that  they  be  not  disclosed  to 
any  but  the  members  thereof,  until  the  further  order  of  this  body. 


a  ||rcport.|| 
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The  committee  appointed  to  consider  what  is  necessary  to  be  done 
for  the  defence  and  safety  of  the  government,  reported.  The  report 
was  read. 

llThen  the  Congress)!  adjourned  till  eight  o'clock  to-morrow  morn- 
ing. 

Wednesday,  October  26, 1774,  A.  IM. 

11*11  The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  appointed  to  consider  what  is  necessary  to  be  done  for  tlie 
defence  and  safety  of  the  province,  and  ordered  that  it  be  read  and 
considered  H^njl  paragraphs. 

llThenjl  adjourned  to  three  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Afternoon. 

Ordered,  That  the  doorkeeper  be  directed  to  call  in  the  members. 

The  Congress  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  above  report, 
relative  to  what  is  necessary  to  be  done  for  the  defence  and  safety  of 
the  province,  and  ordered  that  it  be  recommitted  for  amendments; 
which  was  amended,  read  and  accepted,  almost  unanimout«ly,  and  is  as 
foUoweth,  viz  : 

Whereas,  in  consequence  of  the  present  unhappy  disputes  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  colonies,  a  formidable  body  of  troops,  with  war- 
like preparations  of  every  sort,  are  already  arrived  at,  and  others  des- 
tined for  the  metropolis  of  this  province ;  and  the  express  design  of 
their  being  sent,  is  to  execute  acts  of  the  British  parliament  utteily 
subversive  of  the  constitution  of  the  province  :  and  whereas,  his  ex- 
cellency General  Gage  has  attempted,  by  his  troops,  to  disperse  the  in- 
habitants of  Salem,  whilst  assembled  to  consult  measures  for  preserv- 
ing their  freedom,  and  to  subjugate  the  province  to  arbitrary  govern- 
ment; and  proceeding  to  still  more  unjustifiable  and  alarming  lengths, 
has  fortified  against  the  country  the  capital  of  the  province,  and  thus 
greatly  endangered  the  lives,  liberties  and  properties  of  its  oppressed 
citizens;  invaded  private  property,  by  unlawfully  seizing  and  retaining 
large  quantities  of  ammunition  in  the  arsenal  at  Boston,  and  sundry 
pieces  of  ordnance  ||in  the  same  town;  committed  to  the  custody  of 
his  troops,  the  arms,  ammunition,  ordnance, 1|  and  warlike  stores  of  all 
sorts,  provided  at  the  public  expense  for  the  use  of  the  province;  and 
by  edl  possible  means  endeavored  to  place  the  province  entirely  in  a  de- 
fenceless state  ;  at  the  same  time  having  neglected  and  altogether  disre- 
garded the  assurances  from  this  Congress  of  the  pacific  disposition  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  province,  and  entreaties  that  he  would  cease  from 
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measures  which  tended  to  prevent  a  restoration  of  harmony  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  colonies  : 

Wherefore,  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Congress,  that  notwithstanding 
nothing  but  slavery  ought  more  to  be  deprecated  than  hostilities  with 
Great  Britain ;  notwithstanding  the  province  has  not  the  most  distant 
design  of  attacking,  annoying  or  molesting  his  majesty's  troops  afore- 
said ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  will  consider  and  treat  every  attempt  of 
the  kind,  as  well  as  all  measures  tending  to  prevent  a  reconci- 
liation between  H^'BritainU  and  the  colonies,  as  the  highest  degree  of 
enmity  to  the  province ;  nevertheless,  there  is  great  reason,  from  the 
consideration  aforesaid,  to  be  apprehensive  of  the  most  fatal  conse- 
quences, and  that  the  province  may  be  in  some  degree  provided  against 
the  same ;  and  under  full  persuasion  that  the  measures  expressed  in 
the  following  resolves  are  perfectly  consistent  with  such  resolves  of  the 
Continental  Congress  as  have  been  communicated  to  us. 

Resolved,  That  

be  a  committee  of  safety,  to  continue  in  oflice  until  the  further  order 
of  this  or  some  other  Congress  or  house  of  representatives  of  the 
province;  whose  business  it  shall  be,  most  carefully  and  diligently  to 
inspect  and  observe  all  and  every  such  person  and  persons  as  shall,  at 
any  time,  attempt  or  enterprise  the  destruction,  invasion,  detriment  or 
annoyance  of  this  province,  &lc.  ;  which  said  committee,  or  any  five 
of  them,  (provided  always,  that  not  more  than  one  of  the  said  five 
shall  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  town  of  Boston,)  shall  have  power,  and 
they  are  hereby  directed,  whenever  they  bhall  judge  it  necessary  for 
the  safety  and  defence  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  province,  and  their 
property,  against  such  person  or  persons  as  aforesaid,  to  alarm,  muster 
and  cause  to  be  assembled,  M'ith  the  uttno.-t  expedition,  and  completely 
armed,  accoutred,  and  supplied  with  provisions  sufiicient  for  their  sup- 
port in  their  march  to  the  place  of  rendezvous,  such  and  so  many  of 
the  militia  of  this  province,  as  they  shall  judge  necessary  for  the  ends 
aforesaid,  and  at  such  place  or  places  as  they  shall  judge  proper,  and 
them  to  discharge  as  soon  as  the  safety  of  the  province  shall  permit. 
And  this  body  do  most  earnestly  recommend  to  all  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  militia  in  this  province,  who  shall,  from  time  to  time,  dur- 
ing the  commission  of  the  said  committee,  receive  any  call  or  order 
from  the  said  committee,  to  pay  the  strictest  obedience  thereto,  as  they 
regard  the  liberties  and  lives  of  themselves  and  the  people  of  this 
province. 
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Also,  Resolved,  That  

or  the  major  part  of  them,  be  a  committee,  in  case  of  any  such  muster 
and  assembling  of  the  militia  as  aforesaid,  to  make  such  provision  as 
shall  be  necessary  for  tlieir  reception  and  support,  until  they  shall  be 
discharged  by  order  of  the  said  committee  of  safety  ;  and  also  suffi- 
cient provisions  to  support  them  in  their  return  to  their  respective 
homes;  and  shall  also,  without  delay,  purchase  and  provide,  upon  the 
credit  of  the  moneys  already  granted  by  the  province,  not  paid  into  the 
treasury,  so  many  pieces  of  cannon  and  carriages  for  the  same,  small 
arms,  such  quantities  of  ammunition  [and]  ordnance  stores  as  they 
shall  judge  necessary,  not  exceeding  the  value  of  twenty  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven  pounds,  to  be  deposited  in  such  secure 
places  as  the  said  committee  of  safety  shall  direct.      ,      ;  ,  ; '  >, 

Also,  Resolved,  That  

be  and  they  hereby  are  appointed  olTicers  to  command,  lead  and  con- 
duct such  of  the  militia  as  shall  be  mustered  and  assembled  by  order 
of  the  said  committee  of  safety,  in  manner  and  for  the  purposes  afore- 
said, so  long  as  they  shall  be  retained  by  the  said  committee  of  saiety, 
and  no  lo/iirer,  who  shall,  while  in  the  said  service,  command  in  the 
order  in  which  they  are  above  named. 

Also,  Jii solved,  That  all  the  said  officers  and  soldiers  who  may  be 
mustered  and  retained  in  service  by  the  above  said  committee  of  safe- 
ty, for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  shall  be  entitled  to  such  an  allowance 
from  this  province,  as  shall  be  adequate  to  their  services  from  the  time 
that  they  shall  march  from  their  respective  places  of  abode,  until  they 
shall  be  discharged  from  the  said  service,  and  reasonable  time  for  their 
return  home. 

Also,  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  companies 
of  militia  in  this  province,  who  have  not  already  chosen  and  appointed 
officers,  that  they  meet  forthwith  and  elect  officers  to  command  their 
respective  companies ;  and  that  the  officers  so  chosen  assemble  as  soon 
as  may  be  ;  and  where  the  said  officers  shall  judge  the  limits  of  the 
present  regiments  too  extensive,  that  they  divide  tliem,  and  settle  and 
determine  their  limits,  and  proceed  to  elect  field  officers  to  command 
the  respective  regiments  so  iormed;  and  that  the  field  officers  so  elect- 
ed, forthwith  endeavor  to  enlist  one  quarter,  at  the  least,  of  the  number 
of  the  respective  companies,  and  form  them  into  companies  of  fifty  pri- 
vates, at  the  least,  who  shall  equip  and  hold  themselves  in  readiness,  on 
the  shortest  notice  from  the  said  committee  of  safety,  to  march  to  the 
'ilace  of  rendezvous ;  and  that  each  and  every  company  so  formed 
-vhoose  a  captain  and  two  lieutenants  to  command  them  on  any  such 
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emergent  and  necessary  service  as  tliey  may  be  called  to  by  the  com- 
mittee of  safety  aforesaid ;  and  that  the  said  captains  and  subalterns 
so  elected,  form  the  said  companies  into  battalions,  to  consist  of  nine 
companies  each  ;  and  that-  the  said  captains  and  subalterns  of  each 
battalion  so  formed,  proceed  to  elect  field  officers  to  command  the 
same.  And  this  Congress  doth  most  earnestly  recommend  that  all  the 
aforesaid  elections  be  proceeded  in  and  made  with  due  deliberation 
and  |l*generous||  regard  for  the  public  service. 

Also,  Resolved,  That,  as  the  security  of  the  lives,  liberties,  and 
properties  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  province,  depends,  under  Provi- 
dence, on  their  knowledge  and  skill  in  the  art  military,  and  in  their 
being  properly  and  effectually  armed  and  equipped,  it  is  therefore  re- 
commended, that  they  immediately  provide  themselves  therewith ;  that 
they  use  their  utmost  diligence  to  perfect  themselves  in  military  skill ; 
and  that,  if  any  of  the  inhabitants  are  not  provided  with  arms  and  am- 
munition according  to  law,  and  that,  if  any  town  or  district  within  the 
province,  is  not  provided  with  the  full  town  stock  of  arms  and  ammu- 
nition, according  to  law,  that  the  selectmen  of  such  town  or  district 
take  effectual  care,  without  delay,  to  provide  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  blanks  in  the  foregoing  report  be  filled  up  to- 
morrow morning,  at  ten  o'clock  ;  and  that  the  committees  and  ofhcers 
therein  recommended  be  chosen  by  ballot. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare,  in  the  recess 
of  this  Congress,  a  well  digested  plan  for  the  regulating  and  disciplin- 
ing the  militia,  placing  them  in  every  respect  on  such  a  permanent 
footing  as  shall  render  them  effectual  for  the  preservation  and  defence 
of  the  good  people  of  this  province. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Heath,  Capt.  Gardner,  Mr.  Bigelow,  Col.  Orne, 
and  Col.  Thayer,  be  a  committee  to  take  into  consideration  w^hat  exer- 
cise will  be  best  for  the  people  of  this  province  at  this  time  to  adopt, 
and  report  [thereon.] 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Thursday,  October  27, 1774,  A.  M. 
The  order  of  the  day  was  moved  for. 

\\Ordeied,  That  the  doorkeeper  be  directed  to  call  in  the  members. j| 
Ordered,  That  Col.  Warren,  Doct.  Holten,  and  Col.  Lee,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  count  and  sort  the  votes  for  the  committees  and  officers  this 
day  to  be  elected. 
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Resolved,  That  the  Congress  will  proceed  to  the  choice  of  the  com- 
mittee of  safety,  which  is  to  consist  of  nine  members,  viz  :  three  in 
the  town  of  Boston,  and  six  in  the  country,  in  the  manner  following, 
viz  :  they  will  give  their  votes  first,  for  the  three  members  of  the  town 
of  Boston,  and  then  for  the  six  in  the  country. 

The  Congress  accordingly  proceeded  to  bring  in  their  votes  for  the 
three  members  of  the  town  of  Boston,  and  the  committee  appointed  to 
count  and  sort  the  votes,  reported,  that  the  following  gentlemen  were 
chosen,  viz :  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  Doct.  Warren,  and  Doct. 
Church. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  bring  in  their  votes  for  six  gentle- 
men of  the  country  ;  after  sorting  and  counting  the  same,  the  commit- 
tee reported,  that  the  following  were  chosen,  viz  :  Mr.  Devens,  Capt. 
White  of  Brookline,  Mr.  Palmer,  Norton  Q,uincy,  Esq.,  Mr.  Watson, 
and  Col,  Orne. 

Afternoon. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  bring  in  their  votes  for  five  com- 
missaries ;  and  the  conmiittee  having  sorted  and  counted  the  votes,  re- 
ported that  the  following  gentlemen  were  chosen,  viz  :  Mr.  Cheever, 
Mr.  Gill,  Col.  Lee,  Mr.  Greenleaf,  Col.  Warren. 

Upon  a  motion  made  by  Col.  Warren,  that  he  might  be  excused  from 
serving  on  the  committee  for  supplies,  and  having  offered  his  reasons 
therefor,  the  question  was  put,  whether  he  be  excused  from  serving  on 
said  committee,  and  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  bring  in  their  votes  for  a  person  to 
serve  in  the  place  of  Col.  Warren,  who  hath  been  excused,  and  after 
sorting  and  counting  the  same,  they  reported  that  Col.  Lincoln  was 
chosen. 

It  was  then  moved,  that  the  Congress  proceed  to  the  choice  of  three 
general  officers ;  and.  Resolved,  That  they  would  first  make  choice  of 
the  gentleman  who  should  have  the  chief  command ;  and  the  committee 
having  sorted  and  counted  the  votes,  reported  that  the  Hon.  Jedediah 
Preble,  Esq.,  was  chosen. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  bring  in  their  votes  for  the  second 
in  command,  and  the  committee  having  sorted  and  counted  the  votes, 
reported  that  the  Hon.  Artemas  Ward,  Esq.,  was  chosen. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  bring  in  their  votes  for  the  third  in 
command,  and  the  committee  having  sorted  and  counted  the  votes,  re- 
ported that  Col.  Pomeroy  was  chosen. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  bring  in  their  votes  for  a  commit- 
tee to  sit  in  the  recess  of  this  Congress,  agreeable  to  the  resolve  of 
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yesterday,  and  the  committee  having  sorted  and  counted  the  votes,  re- 
ported that  the  following  gentlemen  were  chosen,  viz  : 

The  Hon.  Joseph  Hawley,  Esq.,  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  Hon. 
Samuel  Dexter,  Esq.,  Mr.  HElbridgeH  Gerry,  Capt.  Heath,  Major  Fos- 
ter, Hon.  James  Warren,  Esq. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock,  the  Congress  will 
take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  appointing  a  receiver  general. 

Ordered,  That  the  members  be  enjoined  to  attend,  and  that  they  do 
not  absent  themselves  for  any  cause  saving  that  of  absolute  necessity. 

Resolved,  That  the  replication  to  his  excellency's  answer,  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  members  to  revise,  be  now  taken  up 
and  recommitted  for  some  amendments. 

Upon  a  motion,  the  question  was  put,  whether  the  Hon.  Samuel  Dan- 
forth,  Esq.,1  be  desired  to  attend  this  Congress  upon  the  adjournment, 
and  passed  in  the  negative. 

Upon  a  motion,  the  question  was  pu(,  severally,  whether  the  Hon. 
James  Pitts,  Esq.,  Hon.  Artemas  Ward,  Es([.,  Hon.  Benjamin  Green- 

(1)  Twenty-eiglit  counsellors  had  been  cliosen,  .AfnyDS,  177-},  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  general 
court,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  cliarter  of  William  and  -Mary: 

For  the  territory  formerly  tlio  colony  of  .Mas>  ichusftt-i  Bay,  ei:jhtcnn  :  Samuel  Danforth,  John 
Erving,  James  Boirdoiv,  James  Pitts,  Saiiiutl  Dcitcr,  Artemas  Ward,  Benj.iniin  Grecnleaf,  Caleb 
Cusliing,  Samuel  Phillips,  John  Winthrop,  Timothy  Danielson^  Benjamin  Austin^  Kiehard  Derby, 
Jan.,  William  Phillips,  Michael  Farley,  James  Prescot,  John  ^'ldaius,J\i'arton  Quincy : 

For  the  territory  formerly  the  colunyofNew  Plymouili,  four :  J;uiies  Otis,  William  b'eaver,  Wal- 
ter Spooner,  Jerathmiel  Bowers. 

For  the  territory  formerly  the  province  of  Maine,  extending  from  Piscataqua  to  Kenncbeck,  three  : 
Jeremiah  Powell,  Jedediah  Preble,  Enoch  Freeman  : 

For  Sagadahock,  including  that  part  of  the  iirc^cnt  state  of  i^laine  between  Kenncbeck  and  New 
Brunswick,  one  :  Benjamin  Chadburn  : 

For  the  province  at  large,  two  :  George  Leonard,  Jun..  Jedediah  Foster. 

When  the  list  was  presented  to  the  governor  for  iiis  ap;>r.>Ii;iii(>!i,  Oen.  Gage  exercised  the  prero- 
gative of  negative  reserved  by  the  charter,  and  r-  ji-rted  tliirtcfn  of  the  counsellors  elect.  The 
names  of  the  gentlemen  distinguished  by  executive  (li-a]i;)r«>i);ttion  are  printed  above  in  italics. 

By  the  act  of  Parliament  "  for  the  better  rogulatmi'  tlie  guverniiient  of  the  province  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Bay,"  great  alterations  were  made  in  the  rh  irter.  The  nuinlior  of  counsellors  was  increas- 
ed to  thirty-six  :  the  right  of  choosing  these  olficers  was  taken  away  from  the  representatives  of 
the  people,  and  the  power  of  selection  vested  in  tiie  crown,  after  tlie  first  day  of  August,  1774.  Tlie 
gentlemen  named  below  were  appointed  by  the  kin::  to  be  counsellors  by  writ  of  mandamus  : 

Thomas  Oliver,  Thomas  Flucker,  Peter  Olicer,  Foster  Ihitchinson,  Thomas  Hutchinson,  Jun., 
Harrison  Gray,  Samuel  Danforth,  Joiui  Ervinj,  James  Russell,  Timothy  Rugtrles,  Joseph  Lee, 
Isaac  Winslovv,  Israel  Williams,  George  \Vatsoii,  AafAaiteZ  Rati  Thomas,  Timothy  Woodbridge, 
William  Vassall,  William  5roTcn,  Joseph  Green,  James  Bcutineau,  Aiulrew  Oliver,  Josiak  F.dson, 
Richard  Lechmere,  Joshua  Loring,  John  Worthinirton,  Timothy  Paine,  William  Pciperrell,  Jere- 
miah Powell,  Jonathan  Simpson,  John  .Murray,  Daniel  Leonard,  Tiiomas  Palmer,  Isaac  Royall, 
Robert  Hooper,  Abij.ih  Wilhird,  John  F.rring,  Jun. 

The  people  assembled  in  large  bodies  and  compelled  many  of  the  mandamus  counsellors  to  resign 
the  obnoxious  office.  I'he  names  of  those  who  resisted  popular  sentiment,  by  accepting  and  retain- 
ing the  appointment,  are  in  italics  in  the  list  above. 

Tho  Hon.  Samuel  Danforth  had  been  sworn,  although  he  publicly  declared  his  determination  not 
to  act  under  his  commission. 
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leaf,  Esq.,  Hon.  Caleb  Cushing,  Esq.,  Hon.  Samuel  Phillips,  Esq.,  Hon. 
Richard  Derby,  Esq.,  Hon.  James  Otis,  Esq.,  Hon.  William  Seaver, 
Esq.,  Hon.  Walter  Spooner,  Esq.,  Hon.  Benjamin  Chadburn,  Esq., 
Hon.  Jedediah  Preble,  Esq.,  and  the  Hon.  George  Leonard,  Esq.,  be 
desired  to  attend  this  Congress  at  the  next  meeting  upon  the  adjourn- 
ment, and  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  was  then  put,  whether  the  Hon.  John  Erving,  Esq., 
and  the  Hon.  Jeremiah  Powell,  Esq.,  be  desired  also  to  attend  this 
Congress,  upon  its  being  evident  that  they  had  not  accepted,  and  upon 
their  having  given  full  assurances  that  they  would  not  accept,  of  their 
commissions  as  mandamus  counsellors,  and  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cushing,  Col.  Prescot,  and  Capt.  Greenleaf,  be 
a  committee  to  bring  in  a  resolve  inviting  the  counsellors  aforesaid  to 
attend  accordingly. H^H 

Friday,  October  28,  1774,  A.  M.  . 
Tiie  order  of  the  day  was  moved  for.  -  vi  Vr  . 

Kcsnlrrd,  That  the  Congress  now  proceed  to  the  choice  of  a  receiver 
general. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Warren,  Doct.  Holten,  and  Col.  Lee,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  count  and  sort  the  votes  for  a  receiver  general. 

Tlic  Congress  then  proceeded  to  bring  in  their  votes  for  a  receiver 
general ;  the  committee  having  counted  and  sorted  the  same,  reported 
that  the  Hon.  Samuel  Dexter,  Esq.,  was  chosen.  But  upon  a  motion 
by  him  made,  that  he  might  be  excused  from  serving  in  that  office,  and 
having  offered  his  reasons  for  his  motion,  the  question  was  put,  whether 
he  be  excused  accordingly,  and  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  the  choice  of  a  receiver  general  be  put  off  till  three 
o'clock  this  afternoon. 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  the  province  reported  a  resolve,  rela- 
tive to  the  removal  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Boston  from 
thence,  which  was  read. 

Afternoon. 

Upon  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Greenleaf,  one  of  the  committee  for 
providing  stores,  that  he  might  be  excused  from  serving  in  that  office, 
and  having  offered  his  reasons  for  his  motion,  the  question  was  put, 
whether  he  be  excused  accordinorly,  and  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee recommending  the  removal  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Boston  from  thence.  Ordered  to  be  recommitted  and  that  the  com- 
mittee sit  forthwith. 


a  ||Afljourncd  till  to -morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock. || 
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Resolved,  That  the  Congress  now  proceed  to  the  choice  of  a  receiver 
general.  The  votes  being  carried  in,  and  the  committee  having  sorted 
and  counted  tlie  same,  reported  that  Henry  Gardner,  Esq.,  was  chosen. 

Resolved,  That  the  Congress  now  proceed,  according  to  their  order 
in  the  forenoon,  to  bring  in  tlieir  votes  for  the  choice  of  a  person  to 
fill  up  the  committee  for  providing  stores,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Green- 
leaf,  who  was  excused.  The  committee  having  counted  and  sorted  the 
same,  reported  that  Mr.  Benjamin  Hall  was  chosen. 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  the  province  reported  a  resolve  rela- 
tive to  the  collecting  and  paying  the  outstanding  taxes,  which  was  read 
and  accepted;  but,  upon  a  motion,  the  above  vote  was  reconsidered, 
and  the  report  was  committed  to  Major  Ilawiey,  Mr.  Gerry,  and  Major 
Foster,  for  amendments,  which  ll^bcingij  done,  was  again  considered 
and  accepted,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz  : 

Whereas,  the  moneys  heretofore  granted  and  ordered  to  be  assessed 
by  the  geaieral  court  of  this  province,  and  not  paid  into  the  province 
treasury,  will  be  immediately  wanted  to  supply  the  unexpected  and 
pressing  |l^exigencies|l  of  this  province,  ni  its  present  distressed  cir- 
cumstances, and  it  having  been  reconnnended  by  this  Congress  that 
the  same  should  not  be  paid  to  the  Hon.  Harrison  Gray,  Esq.,  for  rea- 
sons most  obvious ;  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  Henry  Gardner,  Esq.,  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  appointed 
receiver  general  until  the  further  order  of  this  or  some  other  Congress, 
or  house  of  representatives  of  this  province,  whose  business  it  shall  be 
to  receive  all  such  moneys  as  shall  be  offered  to  be  paid  into  his  hands 
to  the  use  of  the  province  by  the  several  constables,  collectors,  or  other 
persons,  by  order  of  the  several  towns  or  districts,  and  to  give  his  re- 
ceipts for  the  same  ;  and  the  same  moneys  to  pay  out  to  the  committee 
of  supplies,  or  a  major  part  of  them,  already  appointed  by  this  Con- 
gress, or  the  order  of  said  committee,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  for 
the  payment  of  such  disbursements  as  they  shall  find  to  be  necessary 
for  the  immediate  defence  of  the  inliabitants  of  this  province.  And  it 
is  hereby  recommended  to  the  several  towns  and  districts  within  this 
province,  that  they  immediately  call  town  and  district  meetings,  and 
give  directions  to  all  constables,  collectors,  and  other  persons  who  may 
have  any  part  of  the  province  jl'taxesjl  of  such  towns  or  districts  in 
their  respective  hands  or  possession,  in  consequence  of  any  late  order 
and  directions  of  any  towns  or  districts,  that  he  or  they  immediately 
pay  the  same  to  the  said  Henry  Gardner,  Esq.,  for  the  purpose  afore- 
said. 

a  I|was.|(  b  ||(loman.ls.!|  c  ||money  collected  by  taxes. || 
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And  it  is  also  recommended,  that  the  several  towns  and  districts  in 
said  directions,  signify  and  expressly  engage,  to  such  constables,  collec- 
tors, or  other  persons,  who  shall  have  their  said  moneys  in  their  hands, 
that  their  paying  the  same  in  manner  as  aforesaid,  and  producing  a  re- 
ceipt therefor,  shall  ever  hereafter  operate  as  an  effectual  discharge  to 
such  persons  for  the  same.  And  it  is  hereby  recommended,  that  the 
like  order  be  observed  respecting  the  tax  ordered  by  the  great  and 
general  court  at  their  last  May  session. 

And  it  is  hereby  further  recommended,  to  all  sheriffs  who  may  have 
in  their  hands  any  moneys  belonging  to  the  province,  that  they  imme- 
diately pay  the  same  to  the  said  receiver  general,  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  taking  his  receipt  therefor. 

And  the  said  Henry  Gardner,  Esq.,  the  receiver  general,  sliall  be 
accountable  to  this  or  some  other  Congress  or  house  of  representa- 
tives of  this  province,  for  whatever  he  shall  do  touching  the  premises. 
And  to  the  end  that  all  the  moneys  heretofore  assessed  in  pursuance  of 
any  former  grants  and  orders  of  the  great  and  general  court  or  assem- 
bly of  this  j)rovince,  and  hitherto  uncollected  by  the  several  coiistabk-'s 
and  collectors,  to  whom  the  several  lists  of  assessments  thereof  were 
committed,  may  be  effectually  levied  and  collected,  and  also  to  the 
end,  that  all  the  moneys  granted,  and  ordered  to  be  assessed  by  the 
general  court  at  their  session  in  May  last,  which  have  been  assessed,  or 
which  may  be  assessed,  may  be  also  speedily  and  punctually  collected, 
it  is  earnestly  recommended  by  this  body,  to  the  several  constables  and 
collectors  respectively,  who  have  such  assessments  in  their  hands,  or  to 
whom  any  assessments  yet  to  be  made,  may  be  committed  by  the  as- 
sessors of  any  towns  or  districts,  that  in  the  levying  and  collecting  the 
respective  part  or  proportion  of  the  total  of  such  assessments,  therein 
set  down  to  the  several  persons  named  therein,  they  should  act  and 
proceed  in  the  same  Ijway  andjl  manner  as  is  expressed  and  prescribed 
in  the  form  of  a  warrant  given  and  contained  in  an  act  or  law  of  this 
province,  entitled  "  an  act  prescribing  the  form  of  a  warrant  for  col- 
lecting of  town  assessments,"  »S:.c.    And  it  is  also  hereby  strongly  re- 
commended to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  towns  and  districts  in  this 
province,  that  they,  without  fail,  do  afford  to  their  respective  consta- 
bles and  collectors  all  that  aid  and  assistance  which  shall  be  necessary 
to  enable  them  in  that  manner  to  levy  the  contents  of  such  assessments, 
and  that  they  do  oblige  and  compel  the  said  constables  and  collectors 
to  comply  with  and  execute  the  directions  of  this  resolve,  inasmuch  as 
the  present  most  alarming  situation  and  circumstances  of  this  province 
do  make  it  absolutely  necessary  for  the  safety  thereof. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Appleton,  Mr.  Cusliing,  and  Mr.  Palmer  be  a 
committee  to  bring  in  a  resolve  relative  to  a  non  consumption  agree- 
ment. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Hawley,  Mr.  Cushing,  and  Mr.  Gerry,  be  a 
committee  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  resolve  relative  to  an  equal  repre- 
sentation of  the  province  in  Congress  at  the  next  meeting  thereof. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  inviting  the  constitu- 
tional counsellors  of  this  province  to  attend  this  Congress  at  the  next 
meeting  thereof  upon  adjournment,  reported  ;  v.  hicli  report  was  read 
and  accepted,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  John  Erving,  Esq.,  Hon.  H^JamesH  Pitts, 
Esq.,  Hon.  Artcmus  Ward,  Esq.,  Hon.  Benjamin  Greenleaf,  Esq., 
Hon.  Caleb  Cushing,  P^sq.,  Hon.  Samuel  Phillips,  Esq.,  Hon.  Richard 
Derby,  Esq.,  Hon.  James  Otis,  Esq.,  Hon.  William  Seaver,  Esq.,  Hon. 
AV alter  Spooner,  Esq.,  Hon.  Jeremiah  Powell,  Es([.,  Hon.  Benjamin 
Chadburn,  Esq.,  Hon.  Jcdediah  Preble,  Esq.,  and  Hon.  George  Leo- 
nard, Esq.,  constitutional  members  of  his  majesty's  council  of  this 
colony,  by  the  royal  charter,  chosen  to  said  office  last  May  session,  be 
desired  to  give  their  attendance  at  the  next  meeting  of  this  Congress 
upon  adjournment,  that  this  body  may  have  the  benefit  of  their  rdvice 
upon  the  important  matters  that  may  then  come  under  consideration 
And  the  secretary  of  this  Congress  is  hereby  directed  to  transmit  to 
those  gentlemen  severally  a  copy  of  this  resolve. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  relative  to  a  non- 
consumption  agreement,  reported.  The  report  was  read  and  ordered 
to  be  committed  for  amendments.  It  was  accordingly  amended,  read 
again,  and  accepted,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz  : 

W^hereas,  Hthe  people  ofjl  this  province  have  not,  as  yet,  received 
from  the  Continental  Congress  such  explicit  directions  respecting  non- 
importation and  non  consumption  agreements  as  are  expected ;  and 
whereas,  the  greatest  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony  have  lately 
entered  into  non  importation  and  non  consumption  agreements,  the 
good  effects  of  which  are  very  conspicuous :  Therefore, 

Hesoluedf  That  this  Congress  approve  of  tlie  said  agreements,  and 
earnestly  recommend  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony,  strictly  to 
conform  to  the  same,  until  the  further  sense  of  the  continental  or  the  pro- 
vincial Congress  is  made  public.  And  further,  this  Congress  highly 
applaud  the  conduct  of  those  patriotic  merchants,  who  have  generously 
refrained  from  importing  British  goods  since  the  connncncement  of  the 
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cruel  Boston  port  bill ;  at  the  same  time  reflect  with  pain  on  the  con- 
duct of  those  who  have  sordidly  preferred  their  private  interest  to  the 
salvation  of  their  suffering  country,  by  continuing  to  import  as  usual ; 
and  recommend  it  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  province,  that  they  discour- 
age the  conduct  of  said  importers  by  refusing  to  purchase  any  articles 
whatever  of  them. 

[Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  report]  be  published.  ■% 

The  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  warlike 
stores  in  the  commissary  general's  office,  reported  ;  and  it  was  there- 
upon Ordered,  That  Capt.  Heath,  Doct.  Warren,  and  Doct.  Church,  be 
a  committee  to  take  care  of,  and  lodge  in  some  safe  place  in  the  coun- 
try, the  warlike  stores  now  in  the  commissary  general's  oflice,  and  that 
the  matter  be  conducted  with  the  greatest  secrecy. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  correspondence  of  the  town  of  Wor- 
cester be  desired  to  take  proper  care  that  the  bayonets,  the  property  of 
this  province,  now  in  the  hands  of  Col.  Chandler,  be  removed  to  some 
safe  place  at  a  distance  from  his  house. 

llThe  Congress  then|l  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  nine  o'clock. 

Saturday,  October  29, 1774,  A.  M. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  what  military 
exercise  is  best  for  the  people  of  this  province  now  to  adopt,  reported ; 
the  report  was  read  and  accepted,  and 

Ordered,  That  Major  Foster  bring  in  a  resolve  accordingly ;  who,  in 
obedience  to  the  above  order,  reported  the  following  resolve,  which 
was  read  and  accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  published  in  the  Boston 
newspapers. 

llesolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  prov- 
ince, that  in  order  to  their  perfecting  themselves  in  the  military  art, 
they  proceed  in  the  method  ordered  by  his  majesty  in  the  year  1764, 
it  being,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Congress,  best  calculated  for  appear- 
ance and  defence. 

Upon  a  motion,  the  question  was  put,  whether  the  Congress  will  now 
go  into  the  consideration  of  the  propriety  of  keeping  the  records  of 
the  county  of  Suffolk  in  the  town  of  Boston,  and  passed  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

After  a  very  considerable  debate  on  the  question,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  matter  now  subside. 

llesolved,  That  the  consideration  of  the  state  of  the  executive  courts 
in  the  province  be  referred  to  the  next  meeting  of  this  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Gardner,  Mr.  Wheeler,  and  Mr.  W^atson,  be  a 
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committee  to  wait  on  the  Rev.  Doct.  Appleton,  with  the  thanks  of  this 
body  for  his  constant  attendance  on,  and  praying  with  tliem,  during 
their  session  in  the  town  of  Cambridge. 

Ordered,  ThRt  the  payment  of  several  expenses  of  this  Congress 
be  referred  until  the  next  meeting  thereof. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  safety  be  desired  to  write  to  the 
Continental  Congress,  showing  them  tlie  grounds  and  reasons  of  our 
proceedings,  and  enclose  them  a  copy  of  our  votes  and  resolutions. 

Ordered,  That  IMajor  Foster.  Doct.  Holten,  and  IMr.  Appleton,  be  a 
committee  to  look  over  the  resolves  and  orders  of  this  Congress,  and 
point  out  what  is  necessary  now  to  be  made  public. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Rev.  Doct.  Appleton,  with 
the  thanks  of  this  Congress,  reported  that  they  had  attended  to  that 
service,  and  that  the  Doct.  informed  them  that  the  Congress  were  wel- 
come to  his  services,  and  that  he  wished  them  the  blessing  of  heaven. 
'  Resolved,  That  when  this  Congress  shall  adjourn  that  it  be  adjourn- 
ed to  the  23d  day  of  November  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  lorenoon, 
then  to'  meet  at  this  place. 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  the  province  having  amended  the  re- 
plication to  his  excellency's  answer  to  our  message  to  him,  the  same 
being  read,  was  accepted  unanimously. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Heath,  Capt.  White,  Capt.  Gardner,  Mr. 
Cheever,  and  JNIr.  Devens,  be  a  committee  to  wait  upon  his  excellency 
with  the  following  replication  to  his  excellency's  [answer.] 

May  it  please  your  Excellency^: 

The  province  having  been  repeatedly  alarmed  by  your  excellency's 
unusual  and  warlike  preparations  since  your  arrival  into  it,  and  having, 
by  this  Congress,  expressed  a  reasonable  expectation  that  you  would 
desist  from,  and  demolish  your  fortifications  on  Boston  neck,  it  must 
afford  matter  of  astonishment  not  only  to  the  province,  but  the  whole 
continent,  that  you  should  treat  our  importunate  applications  with 
manifest  insensibility  and  disregard. 

The  Congress  are  possessed  of  a  writing  with  your  signature,  which 
puiports  itself  to  be  a  message  to  this  body,  although  addressed  to 
sundry  gentlemen  by  name,  who,  otliciating  as  our  committee,  present- 
ed an  address  to  your  excellency.  We  are  surprised  at  your  saying, 
that  "  what  we  call  a  fortress,  unless  annoyed,  will  annoy  nobody 
when,  from  your  acquaintance  with  the  constitution  of  Britain,  and  of 
the  province  over  which  you  have  been  by  his  majesty  commissioned 
to  preside,  you  must  know,  that  barely  keeping  a  standing  army  in  the 


1774.]  FIRST  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS. 


43 


province,  in  time  of  peace,  without  consent  of  the  representatives,  is 
against  law,  and  must  be  considered  as  a  great  grievance  to  the  sub- 
ject— a  grievance  which  this  people  could  not,  with  a  due  regard  to 
their  freedom,  endure,  was.  there  not  reason  to  hope  that  his  majes- 
ty, upon  ll^beingll  undeceived,  would  order  redress.  Is  it  not  astonish- 
ing then,  sir,  that  you  should  have  ventured  to  assert  that  a  "  fortress," 
by  whatever  name  your  excellency  is  pleased  to  call  it,  which  puts  it 
in  the  power  of  the  standing  army  which  you  command  to  cut  off  com- 
munication between  the  country  and  the  capital  of  this  province ;  to 
imprison  the  many  thousand  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Boston ;  to  in- 
sult and  destroy  them  upon  the  least,  or  even  without  any  provocation, 
and  which  is  evidently  a  continual  annoyance  to  that  oppressed  com- 
munity, "  unless  annoyed,  will  annoy  nobody  ?" 

A  retrospect  of  your  excellency's  conduct,  since  your  late  residence 
in  this  province,  we  conclude,  will  convince  you  of  that  truth,  the 
mere  hinting  of  which,  you  tell  us,  "  is  highly  exasperating  as  well  as 
ungenerous."  We  presume  your  excellency  will  not  deny  that  you 
have  exerted  yourself  to  execute  the  acts  made  to  subvert  the  con- 
stitution of  the  province,  although  your  excellency's  connections  witli 
a  ministry  inimical  to  the  province,  and  your  being  surrounded  by  men 
of  the  worst  political  principles,  preclude  a  prospect  of  your  fully  ex- 
ercising towards  this  province  your  wonted  benevolence  and  humanity; 
yet,  sir,  we  pray  you  to  indulge  your  social  virtues  so  far  as  to  consid- 
er the  necessary  feelings  of  this  people  under  the  hand  of  oppression. 
Have  not  invasions  of  private  property,  by  your  excellency,  been  re- 
peatedly made  at  Boston  ?  Have  not  the  inhabitants  of  Salem,  whilst 
peaceably  assembled  for  concerting  measures  to  preserve  their  free- 
dom, and  unprepared  to  defend  themselves,  been  in  imminent  danger 
from  your  troops  ?  Have  you  not,  by  removing  the  ammunition  of  the 
province,  and  by  all  other  means  in  your  power,  endeavored  to  put  it 
in  a  state  utterly  defenceless  ?  Have  you  not  expressly  declared  that 
*'  resentment  might  justly  be  expected"  from  your  troops,  merely  in 
consequence  of  a  refusal  of  some  inhabitants  of  the  province  to  sup- 
ply them  with  property  undeniably  their  own  I  Surely  these  are  ques- 
tions founded  on  incontestible  facts,  which,  we  think,  must  prove  that 
while  the  "  avowed  enemies"  of  Great  Britain  and  the  colonies,  are 
protected  by  your  excellency,  the  lives,  liberties,  and  properties  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  province,  who  are  real  friends  to  the  British  consti- 
tution, are  greatly  endangered,  whilst  under  the  control  of  your  stand- 
ing army. 

a  llhis  being.il 
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It  must  be  matter  of  grief  to  every  true  Briton,  that  the  honor  of 
British  troops  is  sullied  by  the  infamous  errand  on  which  they  are  sent 
to  America;  and  whilst,  in  the  unjust  cause,  on  which  you  are  engaged, 
menaces  will  never  produce  submission  from  the  people  of  this  prov- 
ince, your  excellency,  as  well  as  the  army,  can  only  preserve  your 
honor  by  refusing  to  submit  to  the  most  disgraceful  prostitution  of 
subserving  plans  so  injurious,  [and]  so  notoriously  iniquitous  and  cruel 
to  this  people. 

Your  excellency  professes  to  be  solicitous  for  "preserving  union  and 
harmony  between  Great  Britain  and  the  colonies ;"  and  we  sincerely 
hope  that  you  will  distinguish  yourself  by  exertions  for  this  purpose  ; 
for,  should  you  be  an  instrument  of  involving  in  a  civil  war  this  op- 
pressed and  injured  land,  it  must  forever  deprive  you  of  that  tranquilli- 
ty which  finally  bids  adieu  to  those  whose  hands  have  been  polluted 
with  innocent  blood. 

Your  excellency  reminds  us  of  the  spirit  of  the  British  nation  ;  we 
partake,  we  rejoice  in  her  honors,  and  especially  revere  her  for  her 
great  national  virtues  ;  we  hope  she  never  will  veil  her  glory,  or  haz- 
ard success  by  exerting  that  spirit  in  support  of  tyranny.  • 

Your  excellency's  strange  misconception  of  facts,  is  not  less  conspic- 
uous in  the  close  of  your  message  than  in  many  other  parts  of  it. 
You  have  suggested  that  the  conduct  of  the  province,  for  supporting 
the  constitution,  is  an  instance  of  its  violation.  To  declare  the  truth, 
relative  to  this  matter,  must  be  a  full  vindication  of  our  conduct 
therein. 

The  powers  placed  in  your  excellency,  for  the  good  of  the  province, 
to  convene,  adjourn,  prorogue,  and  dissolve  the  general  court,  have 
been  perverted  to  ruin  and  enslave  the  province,  while  our  constitu- 
ents, the  loyal  subjects  of  his  majesty,  have  been  compelled,  for  the 
laudable  purposes  of  preserving  the  constitution,  and  therein  their 
freedom,  to  obtain  the  wisdom  of  the  province  in  a  way  which  is  not 
only  justifiable  by  reason,  but,  under  the  present  exigencies  of  the 
state,  directed  by  the  principles  of  the  constitution  itself;  warranted 
by  the  most  approved  precedent  and  examples,  and  Unsanctioned  ||  by 
the  British  nation,  at  the  revolution  ;  upon  the  strength  and  validity  of 
■which  precedent  the  whole  British  constitution  now  stands,  his  present 
majesty  wears  his  crown,  and  all  subordinate  officers  hold  their  places. 
And  although  we  are  willing  to  put  the  most  favorable  construction  on 
the  warning  you  have  been  pleased  to  give  us  of  the  "  rock  on  which 
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we  are/'  we  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  our  constituents  do  not  ex- 
pect, that,  in  the  execution  of  that  important  trust  which  they  have  re- 
posed in  us,  we  should  be  wholly  guided  by  your  advice.  We  trust, 
sir,  that  we  shall  not  fail  in  our  duty  to  our  country  and  loyalty  to  our 
king,  or  in  a  proper  respect  to  your  excellency. 

Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  replication  to  his  excellency's  answer 
be  published  in  the  newspapers. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Hawley,  Col.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Gerry,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  extract  such  parts  of  the  resolves  which  passed  in  this  Con- 
gress, the  26th  and  2Sth  current,  and  are  necessary  now  to  be  publish- 
ed ;  who  reported  as  followeth  : 

Whereas,  it  has  been  recommended  by  this  Congress,  that  the  moneys 
heretofore  granted  and  ordered  to  be  assessed  by  the  general  court  of 
this  province,  and  not  paid  into  the  province  treasury,  should  not  be 
paid  to  the  lion.  Harrison  Gray,  Esq.,  for  reasons  most  obvious: 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  Henry  Gardner,  Esq.,  of  Stow,  be,  and 
licroby  is,  appointed  receiver  general  until  the  further  order  of  this  or 
some  other  Congress  or  house  of  representatives  of  this  provntce, 
whose  business  it  shall  be  to  receive  all  such  moneys  as  shall  be  offer- 
ed to  be  paid  into  his  hands  to  the  use  of  the  province,  by  the  several 
constables,  collectors,  or  other  persons,  by  order  of  the  several  towns 
or  districts,  and  to  give  his  receipt  for  the  same.  And  it  is  hereby  re- 
commended to  the  several  towns  and  districts,  within  this  province, 
that  they  immediately  call  town  and  district  meetings,  and  give  direc- 
tions to  all  constables,  collectors,  and  other  persons  who  may  have  any 
part  of  the  province  tax  of  such  town  or  district  in  their  respective 
hands  or  possession,  in  consequence  of  any  late  order  and  directions 
of  any  town  or  district,  that  he  or  they  immediately  pay  the  same  to 
the  said  Henry  Gardner,  Esq.,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid.  And  it  is 
also  recommended  that  the  several  towns  and  districts,  in  said  direc- 
tions, signify  and  expressly  engage  to  such  constable,  collector,  or  other 
persons  as  shall  have  their  said  moneys  in  their  hands,  that  their  pay- 
ing the  same  to  Henry  Gardner,  Esq.,  aforesaid,  and  producing  his  re- 
ceipt therefor,  shall  ever  hereafter  operate  as  an  effectual  discharge  to 
such  persons  for  the  same.  And  it  is  hereby  recommended,  that  the 
like  order  be  observed  respecting  the  tax  ordered  by  the  great  and  gen- 
eral court  at  their  last  May  session.  And  it  is  further  recommended 
to  all  sheriffs  or  deputy  sheriffs,  or  coroners,  who  may  have  in  their 
hands  any  moneys  belonging  to  the  province,  that  they  immediately 
pay  the  same  to  the  said  receiver  general,  taking  his  receipt  therefor. 
And  the  said  Henry  Gardner,  Esq.,  the  receiver  general,  shall  be  ac- 
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countable  to  this  or  some  other  Congress  or  house  of  representatives 
of  tliis  province. 

And  to  the  end  that  all  the  moneys  heretofore  assessed  in  pursuance 
of  any  former  grants  and  orders  of  the  great  and  general  court  or  as- 
sembly of  this  province,  and  hitherto  uncollected  by  the  several  con- 
stables and  collectors  to  whom  the  several  lists  of  assessment  thereof 
were  committed,  may  be  effectually  levied  and  collected;  and  also  to 
the  end  that  all  the  moneys  granted  and  ordered  to  be  assessed  by 
the  general  court  at  their  session  in  May  last,  which  have  been  assess- 
ed, or  which  may  be  assessed,  may  be  also  speedily  and  punctually  col- 
lected, it  is  earnestly  recommended  by  this  body  to  the  -several  consta- 
bles and  collectors,  respectively,  who  have  such  assessments  in  their 
hands,  or  to  whom  any  assessments  yet  to  be  made  may  be  committed 
by  the  assessors  of  any  towns  or  districts,  that,  in  levying  and  collect- 
ing the  respective  part  or  proportion  of  the  total  of  such  assessments 
therein  set  down  to  the  several  persons  named  therein,  they  should  act 
and  proceed  in  the  same  way  and  manner  as  is  expressed  and  provided 
in  the  form  of  a  warrant,  given  and  contained  in  ||''an||  act  or  law  of 
this  province,  entitled  "  an  act  prescribing  the  form  of  a  warrant  for 
collecting  of  town  asse.-sments,:'  vSlc. 

And  it  is  hereby  strongly  recommended  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
several  towns  and  districts  in  this  province,  that  they,  without  fail,  do 
afford  to  their  respective  constables  and  collectors  all  that  aid  and  as- 
sistance which  shall  be  necessary  to  enable  them  in  that  manner  to 
levy  the  contents  of  such  assessments  ;  and  that  they  do  oblige  and 
compel  the  said  constables  and  collectors  to  comply  with  and  execute 
the  directions  of  this  resolve,  inasnmch  as  the  present  most  alarming 
situation  and  circumstances  of  this  province  do  make  it  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  safety  thereof 

Whereas,  in  consequence  of  the  present  unhappy  disputes  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  colonies,  a  formidable  body  of  troops,  with  war- 
like preparations  of  every  sort,  are  already  arrived  at,  and  others  des- 
tined for  the  metropolis  of  this  province;  and  the  ||Vxpressed||  design 
of  their  being  sent,  is  to  execute  acts  of  the  British  parliament  utterly 
subversive  of  the  constitution  of  the  province ;  and  whereas,  his  ex- 
cellency General  Gage  has  attempted  by  his  troops  to  disperse  the  in- 
habitants of  Salem,  whilst  assembled  to  consult  measures  for  preserv- 
ing their  freedom,  and  to  subjugate  the  province  to  arbitrary  govern- 
ment; and,  proceeding  to  still  more  unjustifiable  and  alarming  lengths, 
has  fortified  against  the  country  the  capital  of  the  province,  and  thus 

a  ||one.||  b  ||expres8.|| 
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greatly  endangered  the  lives,  liberties  and  properties  of  its  oppressed 
citizens;  invaded  private  property  by  unlawfully  seizing  and  retaining 
large  quantities  of  ammunition  in  the  arsenal  at  Boston,  and  sundry 
pieces  of  ordnance  in  the  same  town;  committed  to  the  custody  of  his 
troops,  the  arms,  ammunition,  ordnance,  and  warlike  stores  of 
all  sorts,  provided  at  the  public  expense,  for  the  use  of  the  province ; 
and  by  all  possible  means  endeavored  to  place  the  province  entirely  in 
a  defenceless  state  ;  at  the  same  time  having  neglected  and  altogether 
disregarded  assurances  from  this  Congress  of  the  pacific  dispositions  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  province,  and  entreaties  that  he  would  cease  from 
measures  which  tended  to  prevent  a  restoration  of  harmony  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  colonies : 

Wherefore  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Congress,  that  notwithstanding 
nothing  but  slavery  ought  more  to  be  deprecated  than  hostilities  with 
Great  Britain,  notwithstanding  the  province  has  not  the  most  distant 
design  of  attacking,  annoying,  or  molesting  his  majesty's  troops,  afore- 
said, but,  on  the  other  hand,  will  consider  and  treat  every  attempt  of  the 
kind,  as  well  as  all  measures  tending  to  prevent  a  reconciliation  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  the  colonies  as  the  highest  degree  of  enmity 
to  the  province,  nevertheless,  there  is  great  reason,  from  the  considera- 
tions aforesaid,  to  be  apprehensive  of  the  most  fatal  consequences  ; 
and  that  the  province  may  be  in  some  degree  provided  against  the 
same,  and  under  full  persuasion  that  the  measures  expressed  in  the  fol- 
lowing resolves  are  perfectly  consistent  with  such  resolves  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  as  have  been  communicated  to  us,  it  is 

Resolved^  and  hereby  recommended  to  the  several  companies  of  mili- 
tia in  this  province,  who  have  not  already  chosen  and  appointed  othcers, 
that  they  meet  forthwith,  and  elect  officers  to  command  their  respective 
companies;  and  that  the  officers  so  chosen  assemble  as  soon  as  may 
be;  and  where  the  said  officers  shall  judge  the  limits  of  the  present 
regiments  too  extensive  that  they  divide  them,  and  settle  and  determine 
their  limits,  and  proceed  to  elect  field  officers  to  command  their  respec- 
tive regiments  jjso  formed  ;jl  and  that  the  field  officers,  so  elected,  forth- 
with endeavor  to  enlist  one  quarter,  at  least,  of  the  number  of  the  re- 
spective companies,  and  form  them  into  companies  of  fifty  privates,  at 
the  least,  who  shall  equip  and  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  march  at 
the  shortest  notice;  and  that  each  and  every  company,  so  formed, 
choose  a  captain  and  two  lieutenants  to  conmiand  them  on  any  neces- 
sary and  emergent  service,  and  that  the  said  captains  and  subalterns, 
so  elected,  form  the  said  companies  into  battalions,  to  consist  of  nine 
companies  each,  and  that  the  captains  and  subalterns  of  each  battalion. 
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so  formed,  proceed  to  elect  field  officers  to  command  the  same.  And 
the  Congress  doth  most  earnestly  recommend  that  all  the  aforesaid 
elections  be  proceeded  in  and  made  with  due  deliberation  and  lla|l  gen- 
erous regard  to  the  public  service. 

Also  Resolved,  That  the  security  of  the  lives,  liberties,  and  proper- 
ties of  the  inhabitants  of  this  province  depends,  under  Providence,  on 
their  knowledge  and  skill  in  the  art  military,  and  in  their  being  proper- 
ly and  effectually  armed  and  equipped  ;  if  any  of  said  inhabitants  are 
not  provided  whh  arms  and  ainnuniition,  according  to  law,  that  they 
immediately  provide  themselves  therewith,  and  that  they  use  their  ut- 
most diligence  to  perfect  themselves  in  military  skill ;  and  that  if  any 
town  or  district  within  the  province  is  not  provided  with  the  full  town 
stock  of  arms  and  ammunition,  according  to  law,  the  selectmen  of 
such  town  or  district  take  effectual  care,  without  delay,  to  provide  the 
same. 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  the  province,  reported  a  resolve  rela- 
tive to  the  removal  of  the  inliabitants  of  the  town  of  Boston.  After 
the  same  was  read  and  some  debate  had  thereon,  the  question  (upon  a 
motion  made)  was  put,  whether  the  matter  now  subside,  and  it  passed 
in  the  affirmative. 

Resolocd,  As  the  opinion  of  this  Congress,  that  Cambridge  is  the 
most  eligible  place  for  the  committee  of  safety,  at  present,  to  sit  in. 

Resolved,  That  two  gentlemen  be  added  to  the  committee  of  safety. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Prescot,  Doct.  Ilolten,  and  Mr.  Gill,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  count  and  sort  the  votes  for  two  gentlemen  to  be  added  to 
the  committee  of  safety. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  bring  in  their  votes.  After  count- 
ing and  sorting  the  same,  the  conunittee  reported  that  Mr.  Pigeon  and 
Capt.  Heath  were  chosen. 

Resolved,  That  the  extract  of  the  resolves,  relative  to  the  militia, 
which  passed  this  day  be  printed,  and  a  copy  thereof  sent  to  all  the 
towns  and  districts  in  this  province. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  the  '23d  day  of  November  next,  at  ten 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  then  to  meet  in  this  place. 

Wed>-esday,  November  23, 1774,  A.  M. 
The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment,  and  then  adjourned 
till  half  past  two  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Afternoon. 

The  Congress  being  apprehensive  that  the  Hon.  Walter  Spooner, 
Esq.,  had  not  received  the  resolve  passed  by  them,  inviting  the  mem- 
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bers  of  his  majesty's  constitutional  council  to  attend  the  Congress  on 
this  day,  Resolved  that  he  be  again  wrote  to,  desiring  his  attendance 
here  immediately,  and  that  a  messenger  be  despatched  therewith  with- 
out delay. 

Resolved,  That  the  gentlemen  who  were  members  of  the  late  Conti- 
nental, and  are  of  this  Provincial  Congress,  be  joined  to  the  committee 
on  the  state  of  the  province.^ 

Resolved,  That  John  Adams,  Esq.,  be  desired  to  favor  this  Congress 
with  his  presence,  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Resolved,  That  Robert  Treat  Paine,  Esq.,  be  desired  to  attend  this 
Congress,  as  soon  as  possible. 

Then  the  Congress  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  ten  o'clock. 

Thursday,  November  24, 1774,  A.  BT. 

Resolved,  That  the  chairman  of  the  committee  from  this  province 
who  were  members  of  the  continental  Congress,  be  desired  to  report 
the  proceedings  of  said  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Gardner,  Col.  Prescot,  and  Doct.  Holten,  be  a 
committee  to  wait  on  the  Rev.  Doct.  Appleton,  and  desire  that  he 
would  ofiiciate  as  chaplain  to  this  Congress,  during  their  session  in 
this  town. 

The  committee  waited  on  the  Rev.  Doct.  Appleton  accordingly, 
and  reported  that  they  had  delivered  the  message,  and  that  the  Doctor 
would  officiate  as  chaplain,  agreeably  to  the  desire  of  the  Con- 
gress. 

The  chairman  of  the  committee  appointed  by  this  province  to  meet 
in  Continental  Congress,  reported,  that  they  had  attended  that  service; 
that  the  Congress  had  taken  into  consideration  the  state  of  the  colo- 
nies, [and]  that  he  had  a  journal  of  their  whole  proceedings,  which  he 
would  lay  on  the  table.- 

Resolved,  That  the  doings  of  the  Continental  Congress  be  now  read, 
which  were  read  accordingly. 

Resolved,  That  the  state  of  rights,  state  of  grievances,  and  the  as- 

(1)  Hon.  Jaiiies  Bowtloin,  Hon.  Thomaa  Gushing,  Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  John  Adams,  Esq.,  and 
Robert  Treat  Paine,  Esq.,  were  elected  by  the  house  of  representatives  of  Massachusetts,  June 
17,  1774,  delegates  to  the  Continental  Congress,  which  convened  at  Philadelphia,  September  5th, 
and  was  dissolved  October  26,  1774.  These  gentlemen,  with  the  exception  of  James  Bowdoin, 
were  returned  as  members  of  the  Provincial  Congress. 

(S2)  The  journal  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Continental  Congress  was  printed  immediately  after 
the  dissolution  of  that  body,  in  October,  1774,  by  William  and  Thomas  Bradford,  at  Philadelphia, 
in  an  octavo  pamphlet  of  13*2  pages. 
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sociation,  as  stated  by  the  Continental  Congress,  be  committed. ^  The 
sanie  was  accordingly  committed  to  the  Hon.  Major  Hawley,  Hon.  Mr. 
Dexter,  Doct.  Warren,  Col.  Lee,  Mr.  Gerry,  Col.  Warren,  and  Doct. 
Church,  who  are  to  consider  thereof  and  report. 
Adjourned  to  three  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Afternoon. 

The  petition  from  the  officers  of  the  minute  men,  in  the  northwest 
part  of  the  county  of  Worcester,  [was]  read  and  committed  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  state  of  the  prov  ince.- 

Orclcred,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  sit  in  the  recess  to  pre- 
pare a  plan  for  the  defence  and  safety  of  the  government,  be  directed 
to  sit  forthwith. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  publish  the  names  of  the 
mandamus  counsellors,  and  others,  now  in  the  town  of  Boston,  be  di- 
rected to  sit  fortliwith  and  prepare  a  report. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  ten  o'clock. 

pRroAY,  November  25,  1774,  A.  M. 
Ordered,  That  Doct.  Holten,  Col.  Foster,  and  Col.  Roberson,  be  a 
committee  to  inquire  what  number  of  the  constitutional  counsellors 
are  now  in  town. 

llesoJvcd,  That  the  members  from  the  town  of  Worcester  apply  to 
Col.  Chandler,  and  receive  from  him  tlie  bayonets  he  has  in  his  hands 
and  is  now  ready  to  deliver  ;3  and  inquire  what  sum  or  sums  of  money 
have  been  paid  to  him  by  the  treasurer,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
bayonets ;  how  many  were  procured  by  him,  and  to  whom  they  were 
delivered,  and  the  state  of  his  account  relative  to  the  money  by  him 
received  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolve  be  given  to  the  members  afore- 
said. 

Resolved,  That  Doct.  Holten,  Col.  Foster,  Col.  Roberson,  Capt. 
Baldwin,  and  Mr.  Cushing,  be  a  committee  to  wait  on  such  gentlemen 
of  his  majesty's  constitutional  council  of  this  province,  who  are  now 
in  town  at  the  request  of  this  Congress,  and  acquaint  them  that  this 

(1)  The  declaration  of  rights  and  statement  of  grievances,  were  adopted  by  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, October  14,  1774  :  the  plati  of  an  a>suciation  for  carrying  into  effect  the  non  consumption, 
non  importation,  and  non  exportation  airrpeint  iit-,  hav  iiii:  been  reported  and  considered,  was  ac- 
cepted and  subscribed  by  the  members,  October  :.'0,  1774. 

(2)  The  militia  of  Worcester  county  reijuested  that  the  (ion^ross  would  establish  the  military 
drill  called  the  J^'orj'ulk  exercise,  instead  of  that  system  prescribed  for  the  discipline  of  his  majes- 
ty's troops  in  17C4. 

(3'  About  one  hundred  bayonets  were  in  the  keeping  of  Col.  Chandler. 
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Congress  respectfully  acknowledge  their  cheerful  attendance,  but  will 
not  be  ready  to  offer  any  matters  for  their  advice,  until  a  quorum  of 
that  honorable  board  shall  appear,  and  which  is  soon  expected  ;  and 
that  in  the  mean  time  a  seat  is  provided  for  them  in  this  house,  if  they 
shiill  see  cause  to  be  present. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  the  rule  of  this  Congress  at  present,  that  they 
sit  in  the  forepart  of  the  day,  and  that  they  adjourn  over  the  afternoon, 
in  order  to  give  time  fo-  the  committees  to  sit  and  perfect  the  business 
with  which  they  are  severally  charged. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Thomas,  Capt.  Gardner,  and  Mr.  Watson,  be  a 
committee  to  inquire  whether  a  more  convenient  place  than  that  in 
which  the  Congress  now  sits,  can  be  procured  for  them  to  meet  in. 

Resolved,  That  every  member  of  this  Congress  be  enjoined  to  give 
constant  attendance  during  the  session  thereof ;  and  in  case  any  should 
be  under  a  necessity  of  absence,  that  they  signify  the  same  to  the  Con- 
gress, in  order  to  their  obtaining  leave  to  withdraw. 

Adjourned  till  ten  o'clock  tt>morrow  morning. 

Saturday,  November  2G,  1774,  A.  M. 

The  committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the  members  of  his  majesty's 
council  now  in  town,  reported,  that  they  had  attended  that  service  ;  had 
seen  the  Hon.  Mr.  Cushing,  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Seaver,  and  had  deliv- 
ered to  them  the  message  with  which  they  were  charged ;  they  being 
the  only  members  in  town. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  conmiittee  wait  on  the  other  gentlemen  of 
his  majesty's  council,  invited  by  this  Congress  to  attend  here,  as  they 
come  into  town,  and  inform  them  of  the  resolve  of  this  Congress. 

Ordered,  Tliat  Capt.  Heath,  Mr.  Adams,  Col.  Doolittle,  Col.  Pome- 
roy,  and  Hon.  ]Mr.  Dexter,  be  a  committee  to  devise  some  means  of 
keeping  up  a  correspondence  between  this  province,  Montreal  and 
Quebec,  and  of  gaining  very  frequent  intelligence  from  thence  of  their 
movements. 

The  committee  appointed  yesterday  to  see  if  some  more  convenient 
place  could  be  procured  for  the  Congress,  than  that  in  which  they  now 
sit,  reported,  that  the  new  chapel  can  be  had,  and  that  it  is  the  most 
convenient  place  that  they  can  obtain. 

Ordered,  That  this  matter  now  subside. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sullivan,  Hon.  Major  Hawley,  and  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Cushing,  be  a  committee  to  draw  the  form  of  an  order  with  respect  to 
the  treasurer's  giving  bonds,  and  report. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wheeler,  Mr.  Adams,  Hon.  Mr.  Cushing,  and 
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Doct.  Church,  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  publisli  the 
names  of  the  mandamus  counsellors,  and  others,  now  in  Boston. 
Adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  ten  o'clock. 

Mo>'DAT,  November  28, 1774,  A.  M. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Palmer,  Mr.  Cushing,  Col.  Gerish,  Mr.  Bigelow, 
Major  Fuller,  Mr.  Pickering,  and  Col.  Pomeroy,  be  a  committee  to 
take  into  consideration  the  state  of  the  manufactures,  and  how  they 
may  be  improved  in  this  province. 

IjCongressll  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  ten  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  November  29, 1774,  A.  M. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Henshaw,  Mr.  Palmer,  Mr.  Gorham,  Mr.  Lothrop, 
and  Mr.  Pigeon,  be  a  committee  to  make  as  just  an  estimate  as  may  be 
of  the  loss  and  damage  of  every  kind  ||"accrued|!  to  the  province  by 
the  operation  of  the  Boston  port  bill  and  the  act  for  altering  the  civil 
government,  from  their  commencement  to  this  time. 

Ordered,  That  Doct.  Foster,  Mr.  Gorham,  and  Col.  Orne,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  state  the  amount  of  the  sums  which  have  been  extorted  from 
us  since  the  year  ]  7G3,  by  the  operation  of  certain  acts  of  the  British 
parliament. 

Resolved,  That  a  messenger  be  despatched  to  the  town  of  Salem,  in 
order  to  gain  what  intelligence  can  be  had  by  the  last  vessels  from  Lon- 
don, and  that  the  messenger  bring  with  him  the  Essex  paper  to  this 
Congress ;  and  that  Mr.  Bigelow  be  desired  to  take  upon  him  the 
above  service. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Devens  be  desired  to  go  to  Boston  and  inquire 
what  advice  came  by  the  last  vessels  from  London. 

Resolved,  That  when  this  Congress  shall  adjourn,  that  it  be  adjourn- 
ed to  three  o'clock  this  afternoon,  U^vhich  was  then  adjourned  ac- 
cordingly. 1| 

Afternoon. 

Mr.  Devens  reported  that,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  Con- 
gress, he  had  been  to  the  town  of  Boston  ;  that  the  letters  from  Lon- 
don by  the  last  ships  had  not  come  to  hand ;  that  Doct.  Church  was  in 
Boston,  and  would  bring  them  to  the  Congress  as  soon  as  they  should 
arrive. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow,  at  eleven  o'clock,  the  Congress  will  take 
into  consideration  the  expediency  of  appointing  members  to  attend  a 


«i  t|occasioned.|l 


b  llAdjoumed  to  three  o'clock  this  afternoon. |t 
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Continental  Congress,  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia,  agreeably  to  the  re- 
commendation of  the  last  Continental  Congress. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Wednesday,  November  30,  1774,  A.  M. 
The  order  of  the  day  was  moved  for. 

The  expediency  of  appointing  members  to  attend  a  Continental 
Congress,  was  considered  :  Thereupon, 

Resolved,  unanimously,  as  the  opinion  of  this  body,  that  members 
be  appointed  to  attend  a  Continental  Congress,  proposed  to  be  held  at 
Philadelphia,  on  the  tenth  day  of  May  next,  agreeably  to  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  late  Continental  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  five  members  be  appointed. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow,  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  be  as- 
signed to  come  to  the  choice  of  delegates  to  attend  the  Continental 
Congress,  proposed  to  be  held  at  Pliiladelphia,  on  tlie  10th  day  of  May 
next. 

Ordered,  That  the  Hon.  Mr.  Winthrop,  Mr.  Sullivan,  and  Doct. 
Foster,  bring  in  a  resolve  expressing  the  thanks  of  this  body  to  the 
other  colonies,  for  their  generous  donations  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Boston,  now  laboring  under  the  oppression  of  certain  acts  of 
the  British  parliament. 

\\Resolvcd,  That  the  same  committee  prepare  a  brief,  to  be  cir- 
culated throughout  the  several  towns  in  this  province,  to  promote 
donations  for  the  persons  suffering,  in  the  towns  of  Boston  and 
Charlestown,  under  the  operation  of  certain  acts  of  the  British  par- 
liament. || 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Afternoon. 

Resolved,  That  the  letters  from  Doct.  Franklin  to  Mr.  Cushing, 
which  have  been  now  read,  be  committed  to  the  provincial  committee 
of  correspondence. 1 

I  [Then  the  Congress  1|  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  ten 
o*clock. 

(1)  Letters  addressed  by  Doct.  Franklin  to  tlie  Hon.  Thomas  Cushinor,  bearing  date,  December 
2,  1772  ;  January  5,  March  9,  April  3,  May  6,  June  2,  June  4,  July  7,  July  25,  August  24,  Septem- 
ber 12,  November  1,  1773;  and  Jimuary  5,  1774 ;  have  been  published  in  the  collections  of  the 
■writings  of  the  patriot  and  philosopher.  As  none  of  the  communications  preserved  by  tlie  editors 
of  Franklin's  writings,  correspond  with  the  time  when  those  mentioned  in  the  text  were  laid  be- 
fore Congress,  it  is  probable  that  the  letters  entrusted  to  the  conunittee  of  correspondence  have 
periihed  with  the  other  papers  on  their  files. 
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Thursday,  December  1, 1774,  A.  M. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  expressing  the  thanks 
of  this  body  to  the  other  colonies,  for  their  generous  donations  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Boston,  reported.  Tlie  report  was  recom- 
mitted for  amendments. 

The  same  committee  reported  a  brief  to  be  circulated  through  the 
several  towns,  to  promote  donations  to  the  towns  of  Boston  and  Charles- 
town  ;  also  recommitted  for  amendments. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of 
rights,  the  state  of  grievances,  and  the  association,  as  stated  by  the 
Continental  Congress,  reported.  The  report  was  then  taken  into  con- 
sideration, [and]  the  further  consideration  thereof  [was]  referred  to 
three  o'clock  tliis  afternoon. 

\\ResoIved,  That  the  choice  of  delegates,  which  was  tO  have  been  at 
three  o'clock  this  afternoon,  be  deferred  till  three  o'clock  to-morrow 
afternoon.il 

||Then  adjourned  till  three  o'clock  this  afternoon.]]       r    ;  ..•        f, - 

Afternoon. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, agreeably  to  their  resolve  in  the  forenoon  ;  after  some  debate 
thereon,  it  was  ordered  to  be  recommitted  for  an  amendment. 

The  resolve  expressing  the  thanks  of  this  body  to  the  other  colonies, 
for  their  donations  to  the  town  of  Boston,  &:-c.,  as  amended,  was  read 
and  accepted,  and  is  as  followeth : 

Whereas,  by  the  rigorous  operation  of  the  Boston  Port  Bill,  the 
metropolis  of  this  province,  and  the  neighboring  town  of  Charlestown, 
have  been  brouglit  into  the  most  distressful  state,  many  of  the  inhabit- 
ants being  deprived  of  the  means  of  ])rocuring  their  subsistence,  and 
reduced  to  the  cruel  alternative  of  quitting  their  habitations,  or  of  per- 
ishing in  them  by  famine,  if  they  had  not  been  supported  by  the  free 
and  generous  contributions  of  our  sister  colonies,  even  from  the  re- 
motest part  of  this  continent  : 

Resolved,  That  the  grateful  acknowledgments  of  this  Congress  be 
returned  to  the  several  colonies,  for  having  so  deeply  interested  them- 
selves in  behalf  of  said  towns,  under  their  present  sufferings  in  the 
common  cause ;  and  that  the  Congress  consider  these  donations,  not 
merely  as  unexampled  acts  of  benevolence  to  this  province  in  general, 
which  has  also  greatly  sulfered,  and  of  charity  to  those  towns  in  par- 
ticular, but  as  convincing  proofs  of  the  firm  attachment  of  all  the  colo- 
nies to  the  glorious  cause  of  American  liberty,  and  of  their  fixed  de- 
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termination  to  support  them  in  the  noble  stand  they  are  now  making 
for  the  liberties  of  themselves  and  of  all  America. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  brief,  reported  their  draught, 
amended  :  Ordered,  to  be  recommitted  for  a  revision,  and  for  such 
further  amendments  as  they  shall  think  proper. 

Ordered,  Thai  Mr.  Devens  apply  to  the  secretary  for  a  list  of  coun- 
sellors appointed  by  mandamus;  and  in  case  he  should  be  refused  such 
list,  he  is  desired  to  take  with  him  a  notary  public,  and  in  his  presence 
again  desire  the  same  and  tender  the  secretary  his  fee. 

llThenjl  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  ten  o'clock. 

Friday,  December  2,  1774,  A.  M. 

The  doorkeeper  [was]  directed  to  call  in  the  members,  and  to  call 
none  out  till  the  further  order  of  this  Congress. 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  the  province  reported.  The  report 
[was]  taken  into  consideration. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  referred  till  four 
o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Afternoon. 

The  order  of  the  day  [was]  moved  for. 

Ordered,  That  Doct.  Holten,  Capt.  Cushing,  and  Doct.  Church,  be 
a  committee  to  sort  and  count  the  votes  for  five  members  to  be  chosen 
to  represent  this  province  at  an  American  Congress,  to  be  held  at 
Philadelphia,  at  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  May  next. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  biing  in  their  votes  for  five  gentle- 
men to  be  delegated  for  the  purpose  aforesaid.  The  committee  hav- 
ing counted  and  sorted  the  same,  reported  that  the  Hon.  John  Han- 
cock, Hon.  Thomas  Cushing,  Esq.,  Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  John  Adams, 
and  Robert  Treat  Paine,  Esquires,  were  chosen. 

The  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  made  in  the  fore- 
noon, [was]  resumed  :  some  time  [was]  spent  thereon,  then,  ordcreel,  that 
the  further  consideration  thereof  be  referred  tUl  nine  o'clock  to-mor- 
row morning. 

Ordered,  That  the  vote  which  passed  yesterday,  expressing  the 
thanks  of  this  body  to  the  other  colonies  for  their  donations  made  to 
the  towns  of  Boston  and  Charlestown,  be  published  in  all  the  Boston 
newspapers  :  and  that  it  be  attested  by  the  president. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  publish  the  names  of 
the  mandamus  counsellors  who  have  been  sworn  and  have  not  resigned, 

a  ||To  which  time  this  Congress  stands  adjourned. (| 
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be  desired  to  send  a  messenger  to  Mr.  Hall,  printer,  in  Salem,  and  in- 
quire of  him  whether  he  hath  a  list  of  the  counsellors  appointed  by 
mandamus,  which  he  received  from  the  secretary's  office ;  and  if  he 
hath  a  list  so  received,  to  desire  him  to  favor  this  Congress  therewith. 

The  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration 
the  state  of  rights,  the  state  of  grievances,  and  the  association,  as  sta- 
ted by  the  Continental  Congress,  being  amended,  was  read,  and  a  con- 
sideration thereof  went  into. 

Ordered^  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  referred  till  to- 
morrow morning,  ten  o'clock. 

llThen  the  Congress!!  adjourned  till  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morn- 
ing. 

Saturday,  December  3,  1774,  A.  M. 

The  Congress  then  went  into  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  state  of  the  province,  agreeably  to  their  order  of  yes- 
terday. After  a  long  debate  thereon,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  ta- 
ble, and  that  the  committee  have  leave  to  sit  again. 

IjThen  the  Congressjl  adjourned  till  Monday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in 
the  forenoon. 

INI o> DAY,  December  5,  1774,  A.  M. 

Ordered,  That  Doct.  Winthrop,  Mr.  Sullivan,  Mr  Pickering,  Mr. 
Bridge,  and  Mr.  Cheever,  be  a  committee  to  prepare  an  address  to  the 
clergy  of  this  province,  desiring  them  to  e.xliort  their  people  to  carry 
into  execution  the  resolves  of  the  Continental  Conjjress. 

llThen  the  Congressj!  adjourned  till  three  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Afternoon. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  rights,  state  of 
grievances,  and  the  association,  as  stnted  by  the  Continental  Congress, 
and  it  was  accepted,  and  is  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  the  American  Continental  Con- 
gress, held  at  Philadelphia  on  the  fifth  of  September  last,  and  reported 
by  the  honorable  delegates  from  this  colony,  have,  with  the  delibera- 
tion due  to  their  high  importance,  been  considered  by  us ;  and  the 
American  bill  of  rights  therein  contained,  appears  to  be  formed  with 
the  greatest  ability  and  judgment :  to  be  founded  on  the  immutable 
laws  of  nature  and  reason,  the  principles  of  the  English  constitution, 
and  the  respective  charters  and  constitutions  of  the  colonies;  and  to  be 
worthy  of  their  most  vigorous  support,  as  essentially  necessary  to  lib- 
erty :  likewise  the  ruinous  and  iniquitous  measures,  which,  in  violation 
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of  their  rights,  at  present  convulse  and  threaten  destruction  to  Ameri- 
ca, ll'll  appear  to  be  clearly  pointed  out,  and  judicious  plans  adopted  for 
defeating  them. 

Resolved,  That  the  most  grateful  acknowledgments  are  due  to  the 
truly  honorable  and  patriotic  members  of  the  Continental  Congress, 
for  their  wise  and  able  exertions  in  the  cause  of  American  liberty; 
and  this  Congress,  in  their  own  names,  and  in  behalf  of  this  colony, 
do  hereby,  with  the  utmost  sincerity,  express  the  same. 

Resolvedy  That  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Hon.  Thomas  Cushing, 
Esqrs.,  Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  John  Adams,  and  Robert  Treat  Paine, 
Esqrs.,  or  any  three  of  them,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  appointed  and 
authorized  to  represent  this  colony  on  the  tenth  of  May  next,  or  sooner, 
if  necessary,  at  the  American  Congress  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia, 
with  full  power,  with  the  delegates  from  the  other  American  colonies, 
to  concert,  direct,  and  order  such  further  measures  as  shall  to  tliem 
appear  to  be  best  calculated  for  the  recovery  and  establishment  of 
American  rights  and  liberties,  and  for  restoring  harmony  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  colonies. 

And  whereas,  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  salutary  asso- 
ciation of  the  Continental  Congress  be  effectually  executed,  and  the 
plans  of  foes  to  America  defeated  ;  who,  aided  by  tyrannical  power,  in- 
tend to  import  goods,  wares,  and  merchandize  prohibited  by  the  as- 
sociation, which  may  clandestinely  be  vended,  as  goods  imported  be- 
fore the  first  of  December  instant,  by  assistance  of  such  merchants 
and  traders  as  to  this  intent  shall  basely  prostitute  themselves ;  and  it 
will  be  extremely  difficult  to  distinguish  between  goods  imported  be- 
fore the  said  first  of  December,  and  such  as  after  said  day  shall,  in  vi- 
olation of  the  association,  be  imported  and  secretly  dispersed  through- 
out the  colony  :  and  M'hereas,  it  is  expressly  recommended  by  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  to  the  Provincial  Conventions,  and  to  the  commit- 
tees in  the  respective  colonies,  to  establish  such  further  regulations  as 
they  may  think  proper,  for  carrying  into  execution  the  association 

Resolved,  That  from  and  after  the  tenth  day  of  October  next,  it  will 
be  indispensably  necessary,  that  all  goods,  wares,  or  merchandize,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly  imported  from  Great  Britain  or  Ireland ;  molasses, 
syrups,  paneles,  coffee,  or  pimento,  from  the  British  plantations,  or 
from  Dominica  ;  wines  from  Madeira  or  the  Western  Islands,  and  for- 
eign indigo,  should  cease  to  be  sold  or  purchased  in  this  colony,  not- 
withstanding they  shall  have  been  imported  before  the  first  of  Decem- 
ber aforesaid,  unless  the  acts  and  parts  of  acts  of  parliament,  (partic- 
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ularly  enumerated  in  a  paragraph  of  tlie  American  Congress's  Associa- 
tion, subsequent  to  the  fourteenth  article,)  shall  be  then  repealed:  and 
it  is  hereby  strongly  recommended  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  and 
districts  in  this  colony,  that  from  and  after  the  said  tenth  of  Octo- 
ber, they  cease  to  sell  or  purchase,  and  prevent  from  being  exposed  to 
sale  within  their  respective  limits,  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandize, 
&c.,  above  enumerated,  which  shall  at  any  time  have  been  imported 
into  America,  whether  before  or  after  the  first  of  December  aforesaid, 
unless  said  acts  of  parliament  shall  then  be  repealed.  And  it  is  like- 
wise strongly  recommended  to  the  cornnjittce  of  inspection,  (which 
ought  immediately  to  be  chosen,  agreeably  to  the  said  association,  by 
each  town  and  district  in  the  colony  not  having  already  appointed  such 
committees,)  that  they  exert  themselves  m  causing  the  association,  as 
thereby  directed,  to  be  j|'\strictly|i  executed  ;  and  that  after  the  said 
tenth  day  of  October,  (unless  the  acts  of  parliament  aforesaid  are  re- 
pealed,) they  apply  to  all  the  merchants  and  traders  in  their  respective 
towns  and  districts,  and  take  a  full  inventory  of  all  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandize  aforesaid  in  their  possession,  whether  they  shall  have 
been  imported  before  or  alter  the  first  of  December  aforesaid,  requir- 
ing them  to  ofler  no  more  for  sale,  until  said  acts  ij"^}!  shall  be  repealed. 
And  if  any  merchants,  traders,  or  others,  shall  refuse  to  have  an  in- 
ventory taken,  or  shall  offer  for  sale  after  the  said  tenth  of  October, 
any  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandize,  it  is  expressly  recommended 
to  the  committees  aforesaid,  that  they  take  the  goods  into  their  posses- 
sion, to  be  stored  at  the  risk  of  the  proper  owners,  until  the  repeal  of 
the  acts  aforesaid,  and  publish  the  names  of  such  refractory  merchants, 
traders,  or  purchasers,  that  they  may  meet  with  the  merits  of  enemies 
to  their  country.  And  the  towns  and  districts  throughout  the  prov- 
ince are  also  advised  that  they  by  no  means  fail  vigorously  to  assist 
and  support  their  committees  in  discharging  this  as  well  as  other  du- 
ties of  their  offices,  and  to  cause  this  resolution  to  be  executed  by  ev- 
ery measure  which  they  shall  think  necessary. 

JRcsolvfcl,  That  John  Adams,  Esq.  be  joined  to  the  committee  on 
the  state  of  the  province. 

Resolved,  That  the  above  report  made  by  the  committee  appointed 
to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  rights,  &.C.,  as  reported  by  the 
Continental  Congress,  be  published  in  dl  the  newspapers  in  the  prov- 
ince, and  that  it  be  signed  by  the  president  and  attested  by  the  secre- 
tary ;  and  also,  that  copies  thereof  be  sent  to  all  the  towns  and  districts 
jn  the  province. 

a  Ijfully.jj  b  !]of  parliament. || 
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Resolved,  That  the  vote  relating  to  a  brief  be  reconsidered,  and  that 
it  be  in  order  to  be  revised. 

||Then  the  CongressH  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  December  6,  1774,  A.  31. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  the 
manufactures  in  this  province,  reported ;  the  report  was  recommitted 
for  some  additions. 

The  committee  appointed  to  devise  means  of  keeping  up  a  corres- 
pondence between  this  province,  Montreal  and  Quebec,  and  of  gain- 
ing frequent  intelligence  from  thence  of  their  movements,  reported, 
that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  correspond  with  the  inhabitants  of 
Canada.  Accordingly,  the  Hon.  Major  Hawley,  Col.  Pomeroy,  Mr. 
Brown,  Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  Doct.  Warren,  Hon.  Mr.  Hancock,  and 
Doct.  Church,  were  appointed  a  committee  for  that  purpose. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  brief  to  be  circulated  through 
the  several  towns  in  this  province,  to  promote  donations  for  the  per- 
sons sulTering  in  the  towns  of  Boston  and  Charlestown,  under  the  op- 
eration of  certain  acts  of  the  British  parliament,  having  amended  the 
same,  reported  ;  the  report  was  read  and  accepted,  and  is  as  folioweth: 

The  operation  of  the  cruel  and  iniquitous  Boston  port  bill,  that  in- 
strument of  ministerial  vengeance,  having  reduced  our  once  happy 
capital  and  the  neighboring  town  of  Charlestown,  from  afliuence  and 
ease  to  extreme  distress ;  many  of  their  inhabitants  being  deprived  of 
even  the  means  of  procuring  the  necessaries  of  life ;  from  all  which 
they  have  most  nobly  refused  to  purchase  an  exemption,  by  surrender- 
ing the  rights  of  Americans  ;  and  although  the  charitable  donations 
from  the  other  colonies  and  several  towns  in  this  province,  have,  in  a 
good  measure,  relieved  their  immediate  necessities,  while  their  appro- 
bation has  animated  them  to  persevere  in  patient  sufiering  for  the  pub- 
lic good,  yet  as  the  severity  of  winter  is  now  approaching,  which  must 
add  greatly  to  their  misery  ;  and  there  has  been  no  general  collection 
for  them  in  this  colony,  we  hold  ourselves  obliged,  in  justice,  to  con- 
tribute to  their  support ;  while  they,  under  such  a  weight  of  oppres- 
sion, are  supporting  our  rights  and  privileges. 

It  is  therefore  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  our  constitu- 
ents, the  inhabitants  of  the  other  towns,  districts,  and  parishes,  within 
this  province,  that  they  further  contribute  liberally  to  alleviate  the  bur- 
den of  those  persons,  who  are  the  more  immediate  objects  of  ministe- 
rial resentment,  and  are  suffering  in  the  common  cause  of  their  coun- 
try ;  seriou^ly  considering  how  much  the  liberty,  and  consequently  the 
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happiness,  of  ourselves  and  posterity  depend,  under  God,  on  the  firm- 
ness and  resolution  of  those  worthy  patriots. 

And  it  is  Ordered^  That  Doct.  Foster,  Mr.  Devens,  and  Mr.  Chee- 
ver,  be  a  committee  to  transmit  printed  copies  of  the  above  resolve  to 
the  ministers  of  the  gospel  in  the  several  towns,  districts,  and  parishes, 
in  this  province,  who  are  desired  to  read  the  same  to  their  several  con- 
gregations, in  order  that  their  contributions  of  such  necessaries  of  life 
as  they  can  spare,  may  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  address  to  the  clergy,  hav- 
ing amended  the  same,  again  reported  ;  the  report  was  read  and  ac- 
cepted, and  ordered  that  copies  thereof  be  sent  to  all  the  ministers  of 
the  gospel  in  the  province  ;  Hwhichjl  is  as  followeth  : 

Reverend  Sirs: — When  we  contemplate  the  friendship  and  assist- 
ance our  ancestors,  the  first  settlers  of  this  province,  (while  over- 
whelmed with  distress)  received  from  the  pious  pastors  of  the  churches 
of  Christ,  who,  to  enjoy  the  rights  of  conscience,  fled  with  them  into 
this  land,  then  a  savage  wilderness,  we  find  ourselves  filled  with  the 
most  grateful  sensations.  And  we  cannot  but  acknowledge  the  good- 
ness of  heaven  in  constantly  supplying  us  with  preachers  of  the  gos- 
pel, whose  concern  has  been  the  temporal  and  spiritual  happiness  of 
this  people. 

In  a  day  like  this,  when  all  the  friends  of  civil  and  religious  liberty 
are  exerting  themselves  to  deliver  this  country  from  its  present  calami- 
ties, we  cannot  but  place  great  hopes  in  an  order  of  men  who  have 
ever  distinguished  themselves  in  their  country's  cause;  and  do  there- 
fore recommend  to  the  ministers  of  the  gospel  in  the  several  towns 
and  other  places  in  this  colony,  that  they  assist  us  in  avoiding  that 
dreadful  slavery  with  which  we  are  now  threatened,  by  advising  the 
people  of  their  several  congregations,  as  they  wish  their  prosperity,  to 
abide  by,  and  strictly  adhere  to,  the  resolutions  of  the  Continental 
Congress,  as  the  most  peaceable  and  probable  method  of  preventing 
confusion  and  bloodshed,  and  of  restoring  that  harmony  between 
Great  Britain  and  these  colonies,  on  which  we  wish  might  be  estab- 
lished, not  only  the  rights  and  liberties  of  America,  but  the  opulence 
and  lasting  happiness  of  the  whole  British  empire. 

Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  address  be  presented  to  all  the  minis- 
ters of  the  gospel  in  the  province. 

j|The  Congress  thenlj  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Afternoon. 

Resolved,  That  the  names  of  the  following  persons  be  published  re- 
peatedly, they  having  been  appointed  counsellors  of  this  province  by 
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mandamus,  and  have  not  published  a  renunciation  of  their  commis- 
sion, viz :  Thomas  Flucker,  Foster  Hutchinson,  Harrison  Gray,  Wil- 
liam Browne,  James  Bouteneau,  Joshua  Loring,  William  Pepperrell, 
John  Erving,  Jr.,  Peter  Oliver,  Richard  Lechmere,  Josiah  Edson,  Na- 
thaniel Ray  Thomas,  Timothy  Ruggles,  John  Murray,  and  Daniel 
Leonard,  Esquires. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Wednesday,  December  7, 1774,  A.  M. 

Ordered^  That  Capt.  Barrett,  Mr.  Bridge,  and  Major  Fuller,  be  a 
committee  to  collect  the  several  expenses  that  have  accrued  to  the 
Congress  in  this  and  the  former  session  thereof,  and  they  are  directed 
to  sit  forthwith. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sullivan,  Doct.  Holten,  Mr.  Palmer,  Col.  Lee, 
and  the  Hon.  Col.  Ward,  be  a  committee  to  take  into  consideration 
and  determine  what  recompense  the  delegates,  who,  from  this  province 
attended  the  Continental  Congress  at  Philadelphia,  in  September  last, 
shall  be  allowed  for  their  services  and  expenses. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Orne,  Hon.  Mr.  Cushing,  and  Hon.  Major  Haw- 
ley,  be  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  resolve,  directing  the  Hon.  James 
Russell,  Esq.,  impost  officer,  to  pay  the  moneys  now  in  his  hands  to 
Henry  Gardner,  Esq.,  |[and  not  to  Harrison  Gray,  Esq. ;]]  the  commit- 
tee are  directed  to  sit  immediately. 

Ordered,  That  John  Adams,  Esq.,  Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  and  Col. 
Danielson,  be  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  resolve,  relative  to  the  taking 
the  number  of  inhabitants,  and  the  quantity  of  exports  and  imports  of 
merchandize  and  of  the  manufactures  of  all  kinds  in  this  colony ;  and 
the  committee  was  directed  to  sit  immediately.  The  ||above|l  commit- 
tee having  attended  that  service,  reported  as  followeth,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  consisting  of  one  gentle- 
man from  each  county,  and  one  from  each  maritime  town  of  this  col- 
ony, to  prepare  from  the  best  authentic  evidence  which  can  be  pro- 
cured, a  true  state  of  the  number  of  the  inhabitants,  and  of  the  quan- 
tities of  exports  and  imports  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandize, 
and  of  the  manufactures  of  all  kinds,  within  the  colony,  [to]  be  used 
by  our  delegates  l!'at||  the  Continental  Congress,  to  be  held  at  Phila- 
delphia, on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  May  next,  as  they  shall  think 
proper.  And  the  members  of  this  committee  for  each  county  be  nom- 
inated by  the  members  of  this  Congress  for  said  county,  and  the  mem- 
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bar  for  each  maritime  town  be  nominated  by  the  representatives  of 
such  town. 

Ordered^  That  the  several  counties  be  ready  to  report  their  nomina- 
tions at  three  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Resolved,  That  j\Ir.  Sullivan  be  desired  to  forward  to  the  Hon.  Jede- 
diah  Preble,  Esq.,  a  resolve  of  this  Congress  appointing  him  a  general 
officer.ini 

Afternoon. 

The  several  counties  and  maritime  towns  nominated  their  members 
for  the  committee  according  to  the  resolve  in  the  forenoon,  who  were 
accepted  by  the  Congress,  and  are  as  follow,  viz  ; 

County  of  Suffolk,  Mr.  Palmer;  Bo.^ton,  Doct.  Warren;  Essex, 
Col.  Gerrish;  Lynn,  Capt.  Manstield  ;  Marhkluad,  Col.  Orne ;  Salem, 
Hon.  xMr.  Derby;  Bcvcrhj,  Capt.  Batcheldcr  ;  Manchester,  Mr.  Wood- 
bury; Gloucester ,  Q-A^i.  Qoffni]  Tpsicich,  Q<\\){.  Farley;  Newharyport, 
Capt.  Greenlcaf ;  Haverhill,  Sanmel  White,  Esq. ;  Danvers,  Doct. 
Holten;  Middlesex,  Col.  Prescot ;  Charlestown,  Mr.  Gorham  ;  Med- 
ford,  Mr.  Hall  ;  Hamfshiue,  Hon.  Major  Hawley  :  Plymouth,  Doct. 
Perkins  ;  Town  of  Plymouth,  Mr.  Lothrop  ;  Kingston,  Col.  Thomas  ; 
Durhury,  I\Ir.  Partridge  ;  Scituate,  Nathan  Cushing,  Esq. ;  Barnsta- 
liLE,  Daniel  Davis,  Esq.;  Sandwich,  Capt.  Nye  ;  J^astham,  IMr.  Hol- 
brook ;  Biustol,  Doct.  Cobb  ;  Dartmouth,  Benjamin  Aiken,  E-?q.  ; 
Freetown,  Mr.  Durfee ;  York,  Mr.  Sullivan;  Kittcry,  Charles  Chaun- 
cy,  Esq.  ;^  [  Tl  Mr.  Ebenezer  Sayer  ;  Dukes  County,  Joseph  May- 
hew,  Esq.  ;  Tishury,  Mr.  Ranford  Smith  ;  Worcester,  Jedediah  Fos- 
ter, Escj. ;  Cumberland,  Enoch  Freeman,  Esq. ;  Scarborough,  Mr. 
Sanmel  March;  North  Yarmouth,  Mr.  John  Lewis;  TIarpswcll,  Mr. 
Samuel  Thompson  ;  Berkshire,  John  Fellows,  Esq.  ;  Lincoln,  Mr. 
Langdon.] 

[Thursday,  December,  8,  1774,  A.  31.] 
[The  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration 
the  state  of  tlie  manufactures  of  the  province  being  amended,,  was  read, 
accepted,  and  is  as  follows  :] 

[As  the  happiness  of  particular  families  arises  in  a  great  degree, 
from  tlieir  being  more  or  less  dependent  upon  others ;  and  as  the  less 
occasion  tliey  have  for  any  article  belonging  to  others,  the  more  inde- 
pendent, and  consequently  the  happier  they  are  ;   so  the  happiness  of 

a  ||Adjourned  to  three  o'clock  tliis  atlernoon.|| 
(1)  A  loaf  hH:«,  unhappily,  l.ecn  lost  from  the  ori;rinal  journal  of  tlic  Provincial  Congress.  The 
d'^fective  list  of  menil-frs  of  the  cojnuiitteo  has  been  partially  restored  from  the  fra^nienl  of  a 
memorandum  in  the  hand  writin::  of  Hon.  Jedediah  Foster.  The  report,  to  the  fourth  resolution,  is 
supplied  from  the  MaFsachiHott-i  Spy,  December  22,  1774. 
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every  political  body  of  men  upon  earth  is  to  be  estimated,  in  a  great 
measure,  upon  their  greater  or  less  dependence  upon  any  other  political 
bodies  ;  and  from  hence  arises  a  forcible  argument,  why  every  state 
ought  to  regulate  their  internal  policy  in  such  a  manner  as  to  furnish 
themselves,  within  their  own  body,  with  every  necessary  article  for 
subsistence  and  defence,  otherwise  their  political  existence  will  depend 
upon  others  who  may  take  advantage  of  such  weakness  and  reduce 
them  to  the  lowest  state  of  vassalage  and  slavery.  For  preventing  so 
great  an  evil,  more  to  be  dreaded  than  death  itself,  it  must  be  the  wis- 
dom of  this  colony  at  all  times,  more  especially  at  this  time,  when  the 
hand  of  power  is  lashing  us  with  the  scorpions  of  despotism,  to  en- 
courage agriculture,  manufactures,  and  economy,  so  as  to  render  this 
state  as  independent  of  every  other  state  as  the  nature  of  our  country 
will  admit ;  from  the  consideration  thereof,  and  trusting  that  the  virtue 
of  the  people  of  this  colony  is  such,  that  the  following  resolutions  of 
this  Congress,  which  must  be  productive  of  the  greatest  good,  will  by 
them  be  elToctually  carried  into  execution,  and  it  is  therefore  7i\.<o//vy/;] 
[1st.  That  we  do  reconnncnd  to  the  people  the  improvenieiit  of  their 
breed  of  sheep,  and  the  greatest  possible  increase  of  the  same  :  and 
also  the  preferable  use  of  our  own  woollen  manufactures ;  and  to  man- 
ufacturers that  they  ask  only  reasonable  prices  for  their  goods ;  and 
especially  a  very  careful  sorting  of  the  wool,  so  that  it  may  be  manu- 
factured to  the  greatest  advantage,  and  as  much  as  may  be  into  the 
best  goods.] 

[2d.  We  do  also  recommend  to  the  people  the  raising  of  hemp  and 
flax ;  and  as  large  quantities  of  flaxseed,  more  than  may  be  wanted  for 
sowing,  may  be  produced,  we  would  also  farther  recommend  the  man- 
ufacturing the  same  into  oil.] 

[3d.  We  do  likewise  recommend  the  making  of  nails,  which  we  ap- 
prehend must  meet  with  the  strongest  encouragement  from  the  public, 
and  be  of  lasting  benefit  both  to  the  manufacturer  and  the  public] 

4th.  The  making  of  steel,  and  the  preferable  use  of  the  same,  we 
do  also  recommend  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony, 

5th.  We  do  in  like  manner  recommend  the  making  tin  plate,  as  an 
article  well  worth  the  attention  of  this  people. 

6th.  As  fire  arms  have  been  manutactured  in  several  parts  of  this 
colony,  we  do  recommend  the  use  of  such  in  preference  to  any  import- 
ed ;  and  we  do  recommend  the  making  gun-locks,  and  furniture,  and 
other  locks,  with  other  articles  in  the  iron  way. 

7th.  We  do  also  earnestly  recommend  the  making  of  saltpetre,  as 
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an  article  of  vast  importance,  to  be  encouraged  as  may  be  directed 
hereafter. 

8th.  That  gun  powder  is  also  an  article  of  such  importance,  that  every 
man  among  us  who  loves  his  country,  must  wish  the  establishment  of 
manufactories  for  that  purpose ;  and  as  there  are  the  ruins  of  several 
powder  mills,  and  sundry  persons  among  us  who  are  acquainted  with 
that  business,  we  do  heartily  recommend  its  encouragement  by  repair- 
ing one  or  more  of  said  mills,  or  erecting  others,  and  renewing  said 
business  as  soon  as  possible. 

9th.  That  as  several  paper  mills  are  now  usefully  employed,  we  do 
likewise  recommend  a  preferable  use  of  our  own  manufactures  in  this 
way  ;  and  a  careful  saving  aud  collecting  of  rags,  &c.  And,  also,  that 
the  manufacturers  give  a  generous  price  for  such  rags,  &:.c. 

10th.  That  it  will  be  the  interest  as  well  as  the  duty  of  this  body, 
or  of  such  as  may  succeed  us,  to  make  such  effectual  provision  for  the 
further  manufiicturing  of  the  several  sorts  of  glass,  as  that  the  same 
may  be  carried  on  to  the  mutual  benefit  of  the  undertaker  and  the 
public,  and  firmly  established  in  this  colony. 

11th.  Whereas  buttons,  of  excellent  qualities,  and  of  various  sorts, 
are  manufactured  among  us,  we  do  earnestly  recommend  the  general 
use  of  the  same,  so  that  the  manufactories  may  be  extended  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  people  and  the  manufacturers. 

12th.  And  whereas  salt  is  an  article  of  vast  consumption  w^ithin  this 
colony,  and  in  its  fisheries,  we  do  heartily  recommend  the  making  the 
same  in  the  several  ways  wherein  it  is  made  in  several  parts  of  Europe, 
especially  in  the  method  used  in  that  part  of  France  where  they  make 
bay  salt. 

13th.  We  do  likewise  recommend  an  encouragement  of  horn  smiths 
in  all  their  various  branches,  as  what  will  be  of  public  utility. 

14th.  We  do  also  recommend  the  establishment  of  one  or  more 
manufactories  for  making  wool-combers'  combs,  as  an  article  necessa- 
ry in  our  woollen  manufactures. 

15th.  W^e  do  in  like  manner  heartily  recommend  the  preferable  use 
of  tlie  stockings  and  other  hosiery  ll^vove||  among  ourselves,  so  as  to 
enlarge  the  manufactories  thereof,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  encourage 
the  manufacturers  and  serve  the  country. 

16th.  As  madder  is  an  article  of  great  importance  in  the  dyer's  busi- 
ness, and  which  may  be  easily  raised  and  cured  among  ourselves,  we 
do  therefore  earnestly  recommend  the  raising  and  curing  the  same. 

n 
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17th.  In  order  the  more  eflfectually  to  carry  these  resolutions  into 
effect,  we  do  earnestly  recommend  that  a  society  or  societies  be  estab- 
lished for  the  purposes  of  introducing  and  establishing  such  arts  and 
manufactures  as  may  be  useful  to  this  people,  and  are  not  yet  introduc- 
ed, and  the  more  effectually  establishing  such  as  we  already  have 
among  us. 

18th.  We  do  recommend  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  province  to  make 
use  of  our  own  manufactures,  and  those  of  our  sister  colonies,  in  pre- 
ference to  all  other  manufactures. 

Afternoon. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  moved  for. 

Resolved,  That  Doct.  Church,  Mr.  Wheeler,  and  Doct.  Holten,  be  a 
committee  to  count  and  sort  the  votes  for  two  general  officers,  and  that 
the  Congress  vote  for  the  officers  separately. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  bring  in  their  votes  for  a  general 
officer ;  the  committee  having  sorted  and  counted  the  same,  reported 
that  Col.  Thomas  was  chosen. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  bring  in  their  votes  for  one  other 
general  officer ;  the  committee  having  counted  and  sorted  the  same, 
reported  that  Col.  William  Heath  was  chosen. 

IIThen  the||  Congress  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  ten  o'clock. 

Friday,  December  9,  1774,  A, 
The  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  sufficiency  of  the  bond- 
men procured  by  the  receiver  general,  reported  that  they  had  attended 
[to]  that  service,  and  that  the  gentlemen  he  had  engaged  as  his  jj'^bond- 
men  were  in  their  opinion  a  very  ample  security||  for  the  sum  men- 
tioned. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sullivan,  Mr.  Pickering,  and  xMr.  Sayer,  be  a 
committee  to  bring  in  a  resolve  relating  to  an  address  from  the  Baptists 
to  this  Concrress. 

Ordered,  [That]  the  report  of  the  committee  relative  to  the  public 
moneys,  now  in  the  hands  of  the  constables  and  others,  which  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table,  be  now  taken  up  ;  which  was  taken  up  ac- 
cordingly, and  passed,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz  : 

Whereas,  this  Congress,  at  their  session  in  October  last,  taking  into 
consideration  the  alarming  state  of  this  colony,  were,  upon  the  most 
mature  deliberation,  fully  convinced,  that  to  provide  against  the  danger 
to  which  it  was  then  exposed  by  a  standing  army  illegally  posted  ftf ' 
Boston,  and  from  time  to  time  reinforced  for  the  purposes  of  subvert- 
ing our  ancient  constitution  and  the  liberties  of  all  North  America,  it 

a  llsecurity  were  amply  8uflicient.|| 
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was  indispensably  necessary  that  a  considerable  sum  of  money  should 
be  immediately  laid  out  for  the  just  defence  of  this  people  ;  and  where- 
as, by  a  resolve  of  the  Congress,  bearing  date  the  26th  of  said  Octo- 
b.er,  and  published  in  the  newspapers,  it  was,  among  other  things,  ear- 
nestly recommended  to  the  several  towns  and  districts,  that  they  would 
cause  to  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  Henry  Gardner,  Esq.,  all  the  pro- 
vince moneys  due  from  them  respectively,  to  supply  the  said  pressing 
exigencies  of  the  colony ;  and  whereas,  the  danger  jj^whichU  then 
threatened  the  province  is  still  continued  and  daily  increasing : 

It  is  Resolved,  and  hereby  most  earnestly  recommended  to  all 
the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  and  districts  aforesaid,  as  they  regard 
their  own  safety  and  the  preservation  of  their  inestimable  rights  and 
liberties,  that  they  cause  the  moneys  aforesaid  to  be  paid  forthwith  to 
the  said  Henry  Gardner,  Esq.,  who  has  given  bonds  with  sufficient 
sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  this  Congress  ;  and  that  they  cause  their 
respective  proportion  of  the  tax  granted  by  the  general  court  in  June 
last,  and  all  other  the  province  moneys  due  from  them  respectively,  to 
be  supplied  iu  some  way  that  shall  be  more  expeditious  .than  the  usual 
mode  of  collecting  the  taxes,  in  order  to  prevent  any  delay  in  provid- 
ing against  the  imminent  dangers  above  mentioned.  And  the  members 
of  the  Congress  are  hereby  desired  to  i|''use||  their  utmost  industry  for 
having  this  resolve  speedily  and  punctually  complied  with ;  and  the 
sheriflis  and  deputy  sheriffs  of  the  several  counties,  to  pay  the  province 
moneys  in  their  respective  hands  as  has  been  already  recommended. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Orne,  Mr.  Pickering,  and  Col.  Cushing,  be  a 
committee  to  bring  in  a  resolve  purporting  the  sense  of  this  Congress 
of  the  Continental  Congress's  association,  as  now  voted,  relative  to 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandize,  landed  in  England  and  Ireland,  as  well 
as  those  which  are  manufactured  in  England  and  Ireland  ;  who  report- 
ed as  followeth ;  which  was  read  and  accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  sent  to 
the  committee  at  Marblehead,  and  published  in  the  newspapers : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  clear  opinion  of  this  Congress,  that  the  first 
article  in  the  association  of  the  Continental  Congress,  extends  to  all 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandize,  of  the  growth,  production,  or  manu- 
facture, of  any  part  of  Europe,  or  any  other  part  of  the  world,  import- 
ed from  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  in  case  they  have  been  entered  and 
cleared  in  any  part  of  either  of  those  kingdoms,  as  fully  as  to  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandize,  of  the  growth,  production  and  manufacture  of 
Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  and  that  the  said  first  article  ought  to  be  so 
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construed  by  all  concerned,  and  in  that  universal  sense  carried  strictly 
into  execution. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Heath,  Col.  Gerrish,  Col.  Gardner,  Capt.  Fuller, 
Col.  Thomas,  Col.  Orne,  and  Col.  Barnes,  be  a  committee  to  take  into 
consideration  a  plan  of  military  exercise,  proposed  by  Capt.  Timo- 
thy Pickering. 

Ordered^  That  the  petition  of  the  officers  in  the  northwesterly  part 
of  the  county  of  Worcester,  be  committed  to  the  eame  committee,  jltojl 
report. 

Afternoon. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve,  relative  to  the  pe- 
tition of  Rev.  Mr.  Backus,  in  behalf  of  the  Baptists,  reported;  which 
was  read  and  accepted,  and  the  secretary  directed  to  send  him  a  copy 
of  the  resolve,  which  [is]  as  followeth,  viz  : 

On  readinor  the  memorial  of  the  Rev.  Isaac  Backus,  aaent  to  the 

o  'to 

Baptist  churches  in  this  government,  Resolved,  That  the  establishment 
of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  to  each  denomination  in  the  province,  is 
the  sincere  wish  of  this  Congress  ;  but  being  by  no  means  vested  with 
powers  of  civil  government,  whereby  they  can  redress  the  grievances 
of  any  person  whatsoever,  they  therefore  recommend  to  the  Baptist 
churches,  that,  when  a  general  assembly  shall  be  convened  in  this  colo- 
ny, they  lay  the  real  grievances  of  said  churches  before  the  same,  when 
and  where  their  petition  will  most  certainly  meet  with  all  that  attention 
due  to  the  memorial  of  a  denomination  of  christians  so  well  disposed 
to  the  public  weal  of  their  country. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Stickney,  Col.  Gardner,  Col.  Pomeroy,  Col. 
Thayer,  and  Mr.  Wheeler,  be  a  committee  to  wait  on  the  Rev.  Doct. 
Appleton,  and  return  him  the  thanks  of  this  Congress  for  his  services 
as  chaplain  during  this  session. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Fuller,  Capt.  Brown,  and  Mr.  Pigeon,  be  a 
committee  to  wait  on  the  proprietors  of  the  meeting-house  and  return 
them  the  thanks  of  the  Congress  for  the  use  thereof. 

The  Congress  then  adjourned  for  half  an  hour. 

Being  met  upon  the  adjournment,  Mr.  President  brought  into  Con- 
gress a  letter  from  the  committee  of  correspondence  of  the  town  of 
HardwicTc,  with  a  number  of  papers  enclosed,  which  were  read ;  the 
Congress  then  ordered  that  Mr.  Sullivan,  Mr.  Pickering,  Col.  Gardner, 
Col.  Mandcll,  and  Col,  Danielson,  be  a  committee  to  take  the  same  into 
consideration  and  report  in  the  morning. 

IjThenthe  Congressll  adjourned  till  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Saturday,  December  10, 1774,  A.  M. 

The  committee  ||appointed||  to  take  into  consideration  the  letter  and 
papers  enclosed,  received  from  the  committee  of  correspondence  of 
the  town  of  Hardwick,  reported ;  which  was  read  and  accepted,  and 
ordered  to  be  published  in  the  public  papers,  and  also  the  papers  on 
which  the  said  report  is  founded.    The  report  is  as  followeth,  viz  : 

Whereas,  it  appears  to  this  Congress,  that  one  or  more  members  of 
the  lately  appointed  unconstitutional  council  in  this  province,  now  re- 
siding in  Boston,  has  sent  to  the  town  of  Hardwick,  a  paper  purport- 
ing [to  be]  an  association  to  be  entered  into  by  those  persons  who 
falsely  assume  the  name  of  friends  to  government  ;^  calculated  to  coun- 

(1)  The  following  is  the  form  of  the  association,  intended  for  the  signature  of  the  royalists,  pro- 
pared,  and  sent  by  the  Hon.  Timothy  Ruggles  to  the  town  of  flardwick,  where  he  had  resided  until 
his  acceptance  of  the  appointment  of  mandamus  counsellor  compelled  him  to  seek  refuge  from  pub- 
lic indignation  in  Boston : 

"  We,  tlie  subscribers,  being  fully  sensible  of  the  blcssines  of  good  government  on  tlie  one  hand, 
and  convinced,  on  the  other  hand,  of  tlie  evils  and  calamities  attending  on  tyranny  in  all  shapes, 
whether  exercised  by  one  or  many,  and  having  lati  iy  seen,  with  great  grief  and  concern,  the  distress- 
ing efforts  for  a  dissolution  of  all  government,  whereby  our  lives,  liberties,  and  properties,  are  ren- 
dered precarious,  and  no  longer  under  the  protection  of  the  hiw  :  and  apprehending  it  to  be  our  in- 
dispensable duty,  to  use  all  lawful  means  in  our  power  for  the  defence  of  our  persons  and  property 
against  all  riotous  and  lawless  violence  and  to  recover,  ami  secure  tlie  advantages  which  we  are 
entitled  to  have,  from  the  good  and  wholesome  laws  of  the  government,  do  hereby  associate,  and 
mutually  covenant,  and  engage  to  and  with  each  other,  as  follows,  viz: 

"  1.  That  we  will,  on  all  occasions,  with  our  lives,  and  fortunes,  stand  by  and  assist  each  other 
in  the  defence  of  life,  liberty,  and  property,  whenever  the  same  shall  be  attacked  or  endangered  by 
any  bodies  of  men,  riotously  assembled,  upon  any  pretence  or  under  any  authority  not  vvarranted 
by  the  laws  of  the  land." 

"2.  That  we  will,  upon  all  occasions,  mutually  support  each  other  in  the  free  exercise  and  en- 
joyment of  our  undoubted  right  to  liberty,  in  eating,  drinking,  buying,  selling,  communing  and  acting, 
what,  with  whom,  and  as  we  please,  consistent  with  the  laws  of  God,  and  of  the  King." 

"3.  That  we  will  not  acknowledge,  or  submit  to  the  pretended  autliority  of  any  Congresses, 
committees  of  correspondence,  or  other  unconstitutional  assemblies  of  men  :  but  will,  at  the  risk 
of  our  lives,  if  need  be,  oppose  tlie  forcible  exercise  of  all  such  authority." 

*'4.  That  we  will,  to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  promote,  encourage,  and,  when  called  to  it,  en- 
force obedience  to  the  rightful  authority  of  our  most  gracious  sovereign,  King  George  the  Third, 
and  of  his  laws." 

'*5.  That  when  the  person  or  property  of  any  one  of  us  shall  be  invaded  or  threatened  by  any 
committees,  mobs,  or  unlawful  assemblies,  the  others  of  us,  will,  upon  notice  received,  forth- 
with repair,  properly  armed,  to  the  person  whom,  or  place  where  such  invasion  or  threatening  shall 
be,  and  will,  to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  defend  such  person  and  his  property,  and,  if  need  be,  will 
oppose  and  repel  force  with  force." 

"6.  That  if  any  one  of  us  shall  unjustly  and  unlawfully  be  injured  in  his  person  or  property,  by 
any  such  assemblies  as  before  mentioned,  the  ot  hers  of  us  will,  unitedly,  demand,  and,  if  in  our  pow- 
er, compel  the  off  enders,  if  known,  to  make  full  reparation  and  satisfaction  for  such  injury  :  and  if 
all  other  means  of  security  fail  we  will  have  recourse  to  the  natural  law  of  retaliation." 

**In  witness  of  all  which  we  hereto  subscribe  our  names." 

As  the  order  of  the  Congress  for  the  publication  of  these  resolutions  was  not  immediately  execut- 
ed, a  copy  was  sent  by  the  writer  himself,  to  the  printer  of  the  Boston  Evening  Post,  and  inserted 
in  that  paper,  December  26,  1774,  with  a  letter  from  General  Rug:;les,  in  which  he  writes  thus  : 
"As  many  of  the  people  for  some  time  past  have  been  arming  themselves,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to 
let  them  know,  that  their  number  will  not  appear  in  the  field  so  large  as  was  imagined  before  it  was 
known  that  independence  teas  in  contemplation  ;  since  which,  many  have  associated  in  divers  parts 
of  the  province  to  preserve  their  freedom  and  support  government." 
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teract  the  salutary  designs  of  the  Continental  and  Provincial  Congresses, 
to  deceive  the  people  into  agreements  contrary  to  the  welfare  of  this 
country,  and  tending  in  its  consequences  to  hinder  an  amicable  accom- 
modation with  our  mother  country,  the  sole  end  of  those  Congresses, 
and  the  ardent  wish  of  every  friend  to  America  :  it  is  therefore  recom- 
mended by  this  Congress  to  the  several  committees  of  correspondence 
in  this  colony,  that  they  give  notice  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  that 
shall  meet  in  this  province  on  the  first  day  of  February  next,  and  the 
earliest  notice  to  the  public,  of  all  such  combinations,  and  of  the  per- 
sons signing  the  same,  if  any  should  be  enticed  thereto,  that  their 
names  may  be  published  to  the  world,  their  persons  treated  with  that 
neglect,  and  their  memories  transmitted  to  posterity  with  that  ignominy, 
which  such  unnatural  conduct  must  deserve. 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  the  province  reported  an  address  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Massachusetts  Bay  ;  the  report  was  considered  in 
paragraphs,  and  so  passed,  and  was  ordered  to  be  printed  in  <dl  the 
Boston  newspapers,  and  also  in  handbills,  and  a  copy  thereof  sent  to 
all  the  towns  and  districts  in  the  province,  and  is  as  follovveth,  viz : 

To  the  Freeholders  and  other  Inhabitants  of  the  T'owns  and  Districts 
of  Massachusetts  Bay. 

Friends  and  Brethren  :  At  a  time  when  the  crood  people  of  this 
colony  were  deprived  of  their  laws,  and  the  administration  of  justice, 
civil  and  criminal  ;  when  the  cruel  oppressions  brought  on  their  capi- 
tal had  stagnated  almost  all  their  commerce ;  when  a  standing  army 
was  illegally  posted  among  us  for  the  express  purpose  of  enforcing  sub- 
mission to  a  system  of  tyranny  ;  and  when  the  general  court  was,  with 
the  same  design,  prohibited  to  sit ;  we  were  chosen  and  empowered  by 
you  to  assemble  and  consult  upon  measures  necessary  for  our  common 
safety  and  defence. 

With  much  anxiety  for  the  common  welfare,  we  have  attended  this 
service,  and  upon  the  coolest  deliberation  have  adopted  the  measures 
recommended  to  you. 

We  have  still  confidence  in  the  wisdom,  justice,  and  goodness  of  our 
sovereign,  as  well  as  the  integrity,  humanity  and  good  sense  of  the 
nation ;  and  if  we  had  a  reasonable  expectation  that  the  truth  of  facts 
would  be  made  known  in  England,  we  should  entertain  the  most  pleas- 
ing hopes  that  the  measures  concerted  by  the  colonies  jointly  and  sev- 
erally, would  procure  a  full  redress  of  our  grievances  ;  but  we  are  con- 
strained in  justice  to  you,  to  ourselves,  and  posterity,  to  say,  that  the 
incessant  and  unrelenting  malice  of  our  enemies  has  been  so  success- 
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fill  as  to  fill  the  court  and  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  with  falsehoods 
and  calumnies  concerning  us,  and  to  excite  tlie  most  bitter  and  ground- 
less prejudices  against  us ;  that  the  sudden  dissolution  of  parliament, 
and  the  hasty  summons  for.  a  new  election,  gives  us  reason  to  appre- 
hend that  a  majority  of  the  house  of  commons  will  be  again  elected 
under  the  influence  of  an  arbitrary  ministry ;  and  that  the  general 
tenor  of  our  intelligence  from  Great  Britain,  with  the  frequent  rein- 
forcements of  the  army  and  navy  at  Boston,  excites  the  strongest  jeal- 
ousy that  the  system  of  colony  administration,  so  unfriendly  to  the 
protestant  religion,  and  destructive  of  American  liberty,  is  still  to  be 
pursued  and  attempted  with  force  to  be  carried  into  execution. 

You  are  placed  by  Providence  in  [the]  post  of  honor,  because  it  is  the 
post  of  danger  :  and  while  struggling  for  the  noblest  objects,  the  liber- 
ties of  your  country,  the  happiness  of  posterity,  and  [the]  rights  of  hu- 
man nature,  the  eyes  not  only  of  North  America  and  the  whole  British 
empire,  but  of  all  Europe,  are  upon  you.  Let  us  be  therefore  alto- 
gether solicitous,  that  no  disorderly  behavior,  nothing  unbecoming  our 
characters  as  Americans,  as  citizens,  and  christians,  be  justly  charge- 
able to  us. 

Whoever,  with  a  small  degree  of  attention,  contemplates  the  com- 
merce between  Great  Britain  and  America,  will  be  convinced  that  a 
total  stoppage  thereof,  will  soon  produce  in  Great  Britain  such  danger- 
ous effects,  as  cannot  fail  to  convince  the  ministry,  the  parliament,  and 
people,  that  it  is  their  interest  and  duty  to  grant  us  relief  Whoever 
considers  the  number  of  brave  men  inhabiting  North  America,  will 
know,  that  a  general  attention  to  military  discipline  must  so  establish 
their  rights  and  liberties,  as,  under  God,  to  render  it  impossible  for  an 
arbitrary  ministry  of  Britain  to  destroy  them.  These  are  facts  which 
our  enemies  are  apprized  of,  and  if  they  will  not  be  influenced  by 
principles  of  justice,  to  alter  their  cruel  measures  towards  America, 
these  ought  to  lead  them  thereto.  They,  however,  hope  to  effect  by 
stratagem  what  they  may  not  obtain  by  power,  and  are  using  arts,  by 
the  assistance  of  base  scribblers,  who  undoubtedly  receive  their  bribes, 
and  by  many  other  means,  to  raise  doubts  and  divisions  throughout  the 
colonies. 

To  defeat  their  ll^iniquitousj]  designs,  wc  think  it  necessary  for  each 
town  to  be  particularly  careful,  strictly  to  execute  the  plans  of  the  Con- 
tinental and  Provincial  Congresses ;  and  while  it  censures  its  own  in- 
dividuals, counteracting  those  plans,  that  it  be  not  deceived  or  diverted 
from  its  duty  by  rumors,  should  any  take  place,  to  the  prejudice  of 
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other  communities.  Your  Provincial  Congresses,  we  have  reason  to 
hope,  will  hold  up  the  towns,  if  any  should  be  so  lost  as  not  to  act 
their  parts,  and  none  can  doubt  that  the  Continental  Congresses  will  rec- 
tify errors  should  any  take  place  in  any  colony  through  the  subtilty  of 
our  enemies.  Surely  no  arguments  can  be  necessary  to  excite  you  to 
the  most  strict  adherence  to  the  American  association,  since  the  mi- 
nutest deviation  in  one  colony,  especially  in  this,  will  probably  be  mis- 
represented in  the  others,  to  discourage  their  general  zeal  and  perse- 
verance, which,  however,  we  assure  ourselves  cannot  be  effected. 

While  the  British  ministry  are  suffered  with  so  high  a  hand  to  tyran- 
nize over  America,  no  part  of  it,  we  presume,  can  be  negligent  in  guard- 
ing against  the  ravages  threatened  by  the  standing  army  now  in  Bo.s- 
ton  ;  these  troops  will  undoubtedly  be  employed  in  attempts  to  defeat 
the  association,  which  our  enemies  cannot  but  fear  will  eventually  de- 
feat them  ;  and  so  sanguinary  are  those  our  enemies,  as  we  have 
reason  to  think,  so  thirsty  for  the  blood  of  this  innocent  peoj>le,  who 
are  only  contending  for  their  rights,  that  we  should  be  guilty  of  the 
most  unpardonable  neglect  should  we  not  apprize  you  of  your  danger, 
which  appears  to  us  imminently  great,  and  ought  attentively  to  be 
guarded  against.  The  improvement  of  the  militia  in  general  in  the 
art  military  has  been  therefore  thought  necessary,  and  strongly  recom- 
mended by  this  Congress.  We  now  think  that  particular  care  should 
be  taken  by  the  towns  and  districts  in  this  colony,  that  each  of  the 
minute  men,  not  already  provided  therewith,  should  be  immediately 
equipped  with  an  effective  fire  arm,  bayonet,  pouch,  knapsack,  thirty 
rounds  of  cartridges  and  balls,  and  that  they  be  disciplined  three  times 
a  week,  and  oftener,  as  opportunity  may  offer.  To  encourage  these, 
our  worthy  countrymen,  to  obtain  the  skill  of  complete  soldiers,  we 
recommend  it  to  the  towns  and  districts  forthwith  to  pay  their  own 
minute  men  a  reasonable  consideration  for  their  services  :  and  in  case 
of  a  general  muster,  their  further  services  must  be  recompensed  by  the 
province.  An  attention  to  discipline  the  militia  in  general  is,  however, 
by  no  means  to  be  neglected. 

With  the  utmost  cheerfulness  we  assure  you  of  our  determination  to 
stand  or  fall  with  the  liberties  of  America;  and  while  we  humbly  im- 
plore the  Sovereign  Disposer  of  all  things,  to  wliose  divine  providence 
the  rights  of  his  creatures  cannot  be  indifferent,  to  correct  the  errors, 
and  alter  the  measures  of  an  infatuated  ministry,  we  cannot  doubt  of 
his  support  even  in  the  extreme  difficulties  which  we  all  may  have  to 
encounter.  May  all  means  devised  for  our  safety  by  the  General  Con- 
gress of  America,  and  assemblies  or  conventions  of  the  colonies,  be 
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resolutely  executed,  and  happily  succeeded  ;  and  may  this  injured  peo- 
ple be  reinstated  in  the  full  exercise  of  their  rights  without  the  evils 
ajid  devastations  of  a  civil  war. 

Ordered,  That  the  members  of  the  town  of  Boston,  with  the  secre- 
tary, be  a  committee  to  revise  the  doings  of  this  Congress,  and  cause 
such  parts  thereof,  as  they  think  fit  should  be  published,  to  be  printed 
in  a  pamphlet,  and  a  copy  thereof  be  sent  to  every  town  and  district  in 
this  province. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  state  of  the  province,  relative  to 
assuming  civil  government,  [was]  taken  up,  and  ordered  further  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  members  be  enjoined  to  attend  in  the  afternoon. 
||Then  the  Congress|l  adjourned  to  three  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Afternoon. 

The  committee  appointed  to  collect  the  several  expenses  which  have 
accrued  to  the  Congress  in  this  and  a  former  session  thereof,  reported; 
which  report  was  read  and  accepted,  and  the  receiver  general  ordered 
to  pay  and  discharge  the  several  demands  therein  mentioned. 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  be  directed  to  furnish  the  committee  of 
safety  with  a  number  of  attested  copies  of  their  appointment  to  that 
trust. 

Resolved,  That  a  gentleman  be  appointed  in  each  county,  to  apply  to 
the  field  officers  of  the  regiments  within  the  same,  for  the  list  of  the 
names  of  the  field  officers  of  each  regiment,  the  number  of  other  offi- 
cers, and  the  number  of  the  men  therein,  as  well  the  minute  men  as 
the  common  militia,  and  return  the  same  unto  Mr.  Abraham  Watson, 
of  Cambridge. 

Accordingly,  the  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  :  For  the 
County  of  Suffolk,  Col.  Heath;  Essf.x,  Capt.  Farley;  Middlesex, 
Col.  Smith;  Hampshire,  Col.  Pomeroy;  Plymouth,  Col.  Warren ; 
Barnstable,  Daniel  Davis,  Esq.;  Bristol,  Major  Keith;  York,  Mr. 
Sullivan ;  Worcester,  Capt.  Bigelow ;  CumfiErland,  Mr.  March  ; 
Berkshire,  Doct.  Whiting  ;  Lincoln,  Capt.  Thompson  ;  Dukes  Coun- 
ty, Joseph  Mayhew,  Esq. 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  the  province  reported:  which  report 
was  read  and  accepted;  and  Ordered,  That  printed  copies  be  sent  to 
the  several  committees  of  correspondence,  and  where  there  is  no  such 
committee,  to  the  selectmen  in  each  town  and  district  in  the  province ; 
and  that  the  same  order  be  observed  relative  to  the  address  to  the  in- 
habitants of  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  that  the  members  of  the  town  of 
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Boston,  and  the  secretary,  disperse  the  same.  The  report  is  as  follow- 
eth,  viz  : 

Inasmuch  as  many  states  have  been  taught  by  fatal  experience,  that 
powers  delegated  by  the  people  for  long  periods  have  been  abused  to 
the  endangering  the  public  rights  and  liberties,  and  this  Congress  hav- 
ing just  reason  to  suppose  that  their  constituents,  the  good  people  of 
this  province,  when  they  appointed  their  present  delegates,  were  not 
apprehensive  that  the  business  necessary  to  be  done  would  require  their 
attendance  for  any  long  time, 

Resolved,  That  the  adjournment  of  this  Congress  on  the  twenty- 
ninth  day  of  October  last,  was  ordered  and  made  from  a  due  consider- 
ation of  the  present  exigencies  of  the  public  affairs,  and  the  evident 
necessity  of  farther  deliberation  thereon.  And,  whereas,  for  the  reason 
first  mentioned,  it  is  not  expedient  that  there  should  be  a  furtlier  ad- 
journment of  this  Congress ;  therefore,  i?es(?/i'c^/,  that  after  the  busi- 
ness necessary  to  be  immediately  despatched  shall  be  finished,  the  Con- 
gress be  dissolved. 

And  this  Congress  being  deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the  in- 
creasing dangers  which  threaten  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people 
of  this  province  with  total  ruin  ;  our  adversaries  being  still  indefatiga- 
ble in  their  attempts  to  carry  into  execution  their  deep  laid  plans  for 
that  wicked  purpose  :  and  considering  the  indispensable  necessity  that 
an  assembly  of  the  province  should  be  very  frequently  sitting  to  con- 
sult and  devise  l|''measures|l  for  their  common  safety;  therefore  liesolu' 
edy  That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby  earnestly  recommended  to  the  several 
towns  and  districts  in  this  province,  that  they  each  of  them  do  fortli- 
with,  elect  and  depute  as  many  members  as  to  them  shall  seem  necessa- 
ry and  expedient,  to  represent  them  in  a  Provincial  Congress,  to  be 
held  at  Cambridge,  on  the  first  day  of  February  next  ensuing ;  to  be 
chosen  by  such  only  as  are  qualified  by  law  to  vote  for  representatives 
in  the  general  assembly,  and  to  be  continued  by  adjournment^  as  they 
shall  see  cause,  until  the  Tuesday  next  preceding  the  last  Wednesday 
of  May  next,  and  no  longer  ;  to  consult,  deliberate  and  resolve  upon  such 
farther  measures  as,  under  God,  shall  be  effectual  to  save  this  people 
from  impending  ruin,  and  to  secure  those  inestimable  liberties  derived 
to  us  from  our  ancestors,  and  which  it  is  our  duty  to  preserve  for  pos- 
terity. 

And  considering  the  great  uncertainty  of  the  present  times,  and  that 
unexpected  important  events  may  take  place,  from  whence  it  may  be  ab- 
solutely necessary  that  the  delegates  who  may  be  elected  as  above  propos- 

a  ||mean8.|{ 
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ed  should  meet  sooner  than  the  day  before  mentioned,  it  is  recommend- 
ed to  the  several  towns  and  districts,  that  they  instruct  and  authorize 
their  said  delegates,  to  assemble  at  Cambridge  aforesaid,  or  any  other 
place,  upon  notice  given  them  of  the  necessity  thereof,  by  the  dele- 
gates that  may  be  chosen  by  the  towns  of  Charlestown,  Cambridge, 
Brookline,  Roxbury  and  Dorchester,  or  the  majority  of  them,  in  such 
way  as  they  shall  judge  proper. 

And  it  is  further  recommended  to  the  delegates  to  be  elected,  that 
they  conform  themselves  to  such  instructions. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  take  into  consideration  what  allowance  should  be 
made  the  delegates  who  attend  the  Continental  Congress  from  this 
province,  be  referred  to  the  sitting  of  the  next  Provincial  Congress. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  apian  of  milita- 
ry exercise,  proposed  by  Capt.  Pickering,  and  also  the  petition  of  the 
officers  of  the  northwest  part  of  the  county  of  Worcester,  reported  ; 
the  report  was  read  and  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  expense  of  transmitting  the  address  to  the  Cana- 
dians be  paid  by  this  government. 

The  business  necessary  to  be  immediately  transacted,  being  finished, 
and  the  Congress  having  returned  their  thanks  to  the  Hon.  John  Han- 
cock, Esq.,  for  his  constant  attendance  and  faithful  services  as  presi- 
dent during  their  session,  dissolved. H^H 

a  lithe  same  to  convene  agaiu  the  firat  day  of  February  next,  conformably  to  the  preceding  re- 
solve .[| 
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Record  of  the  proceedings  of  a  Provincial  Congress  of  deputies 
of  the  several  towns  and  districts  in  the  province  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bay,  in  New  England,  convened  at  Cambridge,  on  Wednesday,  the 
first  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1775 ;  with  a  list  of  the  persons  chosen 
to  represent  them  in  the  same. 

COUNTY  OF  SUFFOLK. 

Boston. — Hon.  Thomas  Cushing,  Esq.,  Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  Hon. 
John  Hancock,  Esq.,  Doct.  Josepii  Warren,  Doct.  Benjamin  Church, 
Mr.  Oliver  AVendall,  Mr.  John  Pitts. 

lloihury. — Col.  William  Heath,  Capt.  Aaron  Davis. 

Dorchester. — Capt.  Ebenezer  Withington. 

Milton. — Capt.  David  Rawson. 

Braintrce. — Col.  Joseph  Palmer. 

IVet/ mouth. — Mr.  Nathaniel  Bailey. 

Ilingham  and  Cohassct. — Benjamin  Lincoln,  Esq. 

Dedhani. — Hon.  Samuel  Dexter,  Esq.,  Mr.  Abner  Ellis. 

McdfeJd. — Mr  Moses  Bull  en. 

Wrentham. — Mr.  Jabez  Fisher,  [Mr.  Lemuel  Kollock,  Mr.  Samuel 
Lethbridge.] 

Brookline. — Capt.  Benjamin  White. 
Needhain. — Capt.  Eleazer  Kingsbury. 
Stoughton. — Mr.  Thomas  Crane. 
Stoughtonham. — Mr.  Job  Swift. 
Medifjay. — Capt.  Jonathan  Adams. 
BeUingham. — [Mr.  Stephen  Metcalf] 
Hull— [^onQ.] 
Walpole.—Ux.  Enoch  Ellis. 
Chelsea. — Mr.  Samuel  Watts. 

COUNTY  OF  ESSEX. 
Salem. — Mr.  John  Pickering,  Mr.  Richard  Manning,  [Mr.  Jonathan 
Ropes,  Juu.] 

Danvcrs. — Doct.  Samuel  Holten. 
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Ipsioich. — Col.  Michael  Farley. 

Newburyport. — Capt.  Jonathan  Greenleaf,  Mr.  Stephen  Cross,  Tris- 
tram Dalton,  Esq. 

Newbury. — Joseph  Gerrish,  Esq. 

Marblehead. — Jeremiah  Lee,  Esq.,  Col.  Azor  Orne,  Mr.  Elbridge 
Gerry. 

Lynn. — Col.  John  Mansfield. 

Andover. — Mr.  Samuel  Osgood,  Jun.  .  - 

Beverly. — Capt.  Josiah  Batchelder. 

Hawley. — Mr.  Nathaniel  Mighill.  -  , 

Salisbury. — Mr.  Samuel  Smith. 

Gloucester. — Capt.  Peter  Coffin,  Mr.  Samuel  Whittemore. 
Topsjicld. — Capt.  Samuel  Smith. 
JSoxford. — Major  Asa  Perley. 
Amesbury. — Isaac  Merrill,  Esq. 
Bradford. — Col.  Daniel  Thurston. 

Haverhill. — Nathaniel  Peaslee  Sargent,  Esq.,  Mr.  Jonathan  Web- 
ster, Jun. 

Wenham. — Mr.  Benjamin  Fairfield.  i^,., 
Middleton. — Capt.  Archelaus  Fuller. 

Manchester. — [None.]  •  , 

Methucn. — Mr.  John  Bodwell. 

COUNTY  OF  MIDDLESEX. 
Cambridge. — Col.  Thomas  Gardner,  Mr.  Abraham  Watson,  Jun. 
Charlcstotcn. — Mr.  Nathaniel  Gorham,  Mr.  Richard  Devens,  David 
Cheever,  Esq. 

Watcrtown. — Capt.  Jonathan  Browne. 
Woburn. — Mr.  Samuel  Wyman. 
Concord. — Col.  James  Barrett. 

Ncicton. — Abraham  Fuller,  Esq  ,  Mr.  Edward  Durant. 
Reading. — Mr.  John  Temple. 
Malborough. — Mr.  Peter  Bent. 
Billerica. — William  Stickney,  Esq. 
Framingham. — Capt.  Josiah  Stone. 
Lexington. — Mr.  Jonas  Stone. 
Chelmsford. — Mr.  Simeon  Spaulding. 
SJierburne. — Mr.  Benjamin  Fasset,  Air.  Richard  Sanger. 
Sudbury. — Mr.  Thomas  Plympton. 
Maiden. — Capt.  Ebenezer  Harndcn,  Capt.  John  Dexter. 
Weston  — Co\.  Braddyl  Smith. 
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Medford. — Mr.  Benjamin  Hall,  Mr.  Stephen  Hall,  3d. 

Littleton. — Mr.  Abel  Jewett. 

Hopkinton. — [None.] 

Westford. — Capt,  Joseph  Reed. 

Waltham. — Jonas  Dix,  Esq. 

Stoic. — Henry  Gardner,  Esq. 

Groton. — Col.  James  Prescot. 

Shirley. — Capt.  Francis  Harris. 

Pepperel. — Capt.  Edmund  Bancroft. 

l^ownshend. — Mr.  Israel  Hobart. 

AsTihy. — [None.] 

Stoneham. — Capt.  Samuel  Sprague. 
Wilmington. — Mr.  Timothy  Walker. 
*   Natick. — [None.] 

Dracut. — Mr.  Peter  Coburn. 

Bedford. — John  Reed,  Esq. 

JloUiston. — Col.  Abner  Perry. 

Tewkesbury. — Mr.  Jonathan  Browne. 

Dunstable. — John  Tyng,  Esq.,  James  Tyng,  Esq. 

Acton. — Mr.  Josiah  Hayward. 

Lincoln. — Major  Eleazer  Brooks. 

COUNTY  OF  HAMPSHIRE. 
Springfield. — Mr.  William  Pynchon,  Jun.,  [Mr.  John  Hale,  Mr. 
Moses  Field.] 

IVilbraham. — Major  John  Bliss. 

West  Springfield. — Mr.  Jonathan  AVhite,  Doct.  Chauncy  Brewer. 
Northampton. — Hon.  Joseph  Hawley,  Esq.,  Col.  Seth  Pomeroy. 
Southampton. — Major  Elias  Lyman. 
Hadley. — [None.] 

South  Hadley. — Mr.  Noah  Goodman. 
Amherst. — Mr.  Nathaniel  Dickerson,  Jun. 
Williamsburgh. — Mr.  Russell  Kellogg.  ■ 
Granby. — [None.] 

Hatfield. — Mr.  John  Dickerson,  Mr.  Perez  Graves. 

Westfeld. — Col.  John  Moseley,  Col.  Elisha  Parks. 

De€rfield.^[Ux.  David  Field,  Mr.  David  Welles.] 

Greenftld. — Mr.  Samuel  Hinsdale. 

Shelburne. — [None.] 

Conway. — [Mr.  Daniel  Denham.] 

Sunderland. — [None.]  . 
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Montague. — [None.] 

Northjield. — Mr.  Ebenezer  Jones. 

Brirnfield,  [South  Brinifield  and  Monson. — Col.  Timothy  Danielson.] 
Pelham. — [None.]  ' 
Greenwich. — [None.] 
Blanford. — [None.] 
Palmer. — [None.] 

Granville. — [None.]  "  -  ■ 

Neio  Salem. — Mr.  William  Page,  Jun.  ' 

Belchertoicn. — Col.  Samuel  Howe. 

Colrain. — Mr.  Thomas  Bell.  V 

Ware. — [None.] 

Waricich. — Capt.  Samuel  Williams.  v  ,        ;  ^  z 

Bernardston. — [None.] 

Murray sjield. — Capt.  Malcom  Henry.  ^ 
CJiarlemont. — Mr.  Samuel  Taylor. 
Shuteshury. — [None.] 

Chesterfield. — Mr.  Benjamin  Mills,  Major  Ezra  May. 
Ashfield. — [None.] 

Worthington. — [None.]  ' 
Lvdloic. — Capt.  Joseph  Miller. 
[ma^gZy.— Mr.  Elisha  Tracy.] 

COUNTY  OF  PLYMOUTH. 
Plymouth. — Hon.  James  Warren,  Esq.,  Mr.  Isaac  Lothrop. 
Scituate. — Nathan  Cushing,  Esq.,  Mr.  Barnabas  Little. 
Duxhury. — Mr.  George  Partridge. 
Marshfield. — [Mr.  Benjamin  White.] 

Bridgewater. — Col.  Edward  Mitchell,  Major  Richard  Perkins. 

Middlehorough. — Mr.  Joshua  White.  ' 

Rochester. — [None.] 

Plympton. — [Deac.  Samuel  Lucas.] 

Pembroke. — Major  Jeremiah  Hall. 

Kingston. — John  Thomas,  Esq. 

Hanover. — Col.  Joseph  Gushing. 

Ahington. — Capt.  Woodbridge  Browne. 

Halifax. — Mr.  Ebenezer  Tomson. 

COUNTY  OF  BARNSTABLE. 
Barnstable. — Daniel  Davis,  Esq. 
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Sandwich. — [None.] 

Yarmouth, — Capt.  Elijah  Basset. 

Eastham, — Mr.  Naaman  Holbrook. 

Wellfleet.—[^one.']  . 

Harwich. — Mr.  Benjamin  Freeman. 

Falmouth. — [None.] 

Chatham. — [None.] 

Truro. — Mr.  Benjamin  Atkins. 

Provivcetown. — [None.] 

COUNTY  OF  BRISTOL. 
Taunton. — Robert  Treat  Paine,  Esq. 

Rehoboth. — Major  Timothy  Walker,  Capt.  Thomas  Carpenter. 
Swansei/. — Jerathmiel  Bowers,  Esq. 

Dighton. — EInathan  Walker,  Esq.,  Doct,  William  Baylies. 

Dartmouth. — Benjamin  Aiken,  Esq. 

Norton  ojid  Mansfield. — Capt.  William  Holmes.  . 

Attlchorou^h. — Col.  John  DanrfretL 

JFVcctown. — Mr.  Thomas  Durfee. 

Raynham. — Mr.  Benjamin  King. 

Easton. — Capt.  Eliphalet  Leonardi 

Berkley. — [None.] 

COUNTY  OF  YORK. 
York. — Capt.  Daniel  Bragdon. 

Kittery. — Edward  Cutt,  Esq.,  Charles  Chauncy,  Esq. 
Wells. — Mr.  Ebenezer  Sayer. 
Berwick. — Mr.  Ichabod  Goodwin,  Jun. 
Arundel. — Mr.  John  Hovey. 
Biddeford. — James  Sullivan,  Esq. 
Pepperrellborough. — [None.] 

DUKES  COUNTY. 

Edgarton. — [None.] 
Chilmark. — [None.] 
Tishury, — [None.] 

[COUNTY  OF]  NANTUCKET- 
Sherhurne. — [None.] 
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COUNTY  OF  WORCESTER. 
Worcester. — Capt.  Timothy  Bigelow. 

Lancaster. — Col.  Asa  Whitcomb,  Doct.  William  Dunsmore. 

Mejidon. — Doct.  William  Jennison,  Mr,  Edward  Rawson. 

Woodstock. — [None.] 

Broohjield. — Jedediah  Foster,  Esq. 

Oxford. — Col.  Ebenezer  Learned. 

Charlton. — Capt.  Jonathan  Tucker. 

Sutton. — Capt.  Henry  King,  Mr.  Amos  Singletary. 

Leicester  and  Spencer. — Col.  Joseph  Ilenshaw. 

JPaxton. — [None.] 

Rutland. — Mr.  Jonas  Howe. 

Hutchinson. — Mr.  John  Mason. 

Oakham. — Capt,  Isaac  Stone. 

Huhhardsiun. — Capt,  John  Clark, 

New  Braintree. — Capt,  James  Wood. 

SouthhoroKgh. — Capt.  Josiah  Fay. 

Westhorough. — Capt.  Stephen  IMaynard,  Doct.  James  Hawse. 

Northhoroiigh. — Mr.  Levi  Brigham. 

Shrewshnry. — Hon.  Artemas  Ward,  Esq. 

Lunenhurgh. — Doct.  John  Taylor, 

Fitchhurgh. — Capt.  David  Goodridge. 

Uxhridgc. — Mr.  Benjamin  Green. 

Harvard. — Mr.  Oliver  Whitney. 

Dudley. — [None,] 

Bolton. — Capt,  Samuel  Baker. 

Upton. — Mr.  Abiel  Sadler. 

Sturhridge. — Capt,  Timothy  Parker. 

Leominster. — Mr.  Israel  Nichols. 

Hard  wick. — Col.  Paul  Mandel. 

Holden.—m.  John  Child, 

Douglas. — Mr.  Samuel  Jennison. 

Grafton. — Mr.  John  Sherman. 

Petersham. — Col.  Jonathan  Grout. 

Royalston. — Mr.  Nahum  Green, 

Westminster. — Mr.  Nathan  Wood. 

Athol. — Mr.  William  Bigelow, 

Templeton. — Mr,  Jonathan  Baldwin. 

Princeton. — Mr,  Moses  Gill, 

Ashhurnham. — [None,] 

Winchcndon. — [None.] 

Westeim. — Simeon  Dwight,  Esq. 


1775.]  SECOND  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS. 


83 


COUNTY  OF  CUMBERLAND. 
Falmouth  and  Cape  Elizabeth. — Mr.  Samuel  Freeman. 
North  Yarmouth. — [None.] 
Scarborough. — rMr.  Samuel  March. 
Brunswick  and  liarpswell. — Col.  Samuel  Thompson. 
Gorham. — Capt.  Bryant  Morton. 
Windham — [None.] 
Persontown. — [None.] 

COUNTY  OF  LINCOLN. 
Pownalsborough. — [None.] 
Georgetown. — Capt.  Samuel  McCobb.  . 
Newcastle. — [None.] 
Topsham. — Mr.  John  Merril, 
Bowdoinham. — Capt.  Samuel  Harnden. 
Woolwich. — [None.] 
Gardncrston. — Mr.  Joseph  North. 
Vassalborough. — Mr.  Remington  Hobby. 
Hallowcll. — [None.] 
Winslow. — [None.] 
Winthrop. — Mr.  Ichabod  How. 

COUNTY  OF  BERKSHIRE.  '-''-^ 
Sheffield  and  Great  Barrington. — Col.  John  Fellows. 
Egremont  and  Alford. — Doct.  William  Whiting. 
Stockbridge. — Mr.  Samuel  Browne. 
New  Malborough. — Doct.  Ephraim  Guiteau. 
Richmond. — Capt.  Elijah  Browne. 
Lenox. — John  Paterson,  Esq. 

Pitisjidd  and  Partridgejield. — John  Browne,  Esq. 
Tyringham. — [None.] 
Lanesborough. — [None.] 
Sandisjield. — Mr.  David  Deming. 
WilUamstown. — Mr.  Samuel  Kellog. 
Becket. — [None.] 

Gagcborough. — Capt.  William  Clark. 

Moved,  That  a  president  be  appointed. 

Ordered,  That  Doct.  Holten,  Mr.  Cushing,  and  Doct.  Baylies  be  a 
committee  to  count  and  sort  the  votes  for  a  president.  The  Congress 
then  proceeded  to  bring  in  their  votes  for  a  president ;  and  the  com- 
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mittee  having  counted  the  same,  reported  that  the  Hon.  John  Hancock, 
Esq.  was  unanimously  chosen. 

Benjamin  Lincoln  was  appointed  secretary. 

Ordered,  That  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  Major  Hawley,  Hon.  Mr. 
Cashing,  [of  Boston,]  Mr.  Adams,  Col.  Warren,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Pitts, 
Doct.  Holten,  Col.  Heath,  Col.  Gerrish,  Mr.  Gushing  of  Scituate, 
Hon.  Col.  Ward,  and  Col.  Gardner,  be  a  committee  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  state  and  circumstances  of  the  province. 

Adjourned  till  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Thursday,  February  2,  1775,  A.  M. 
Ordered,  That  Col.  Lee,  Col.  Orne,  Col.  Palmer,  Mr.  Gerry,  Col. 
Foster,  and  Col.  Bowers,  be  joined  to  the  committee  on  the  state  of 
the  province. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Gardner,  Col.  Palmer,  and  Mr.  Watson,  be  a 
committee  to  wait  on  the  Rev.  Doct.  Ap[)leton,  and  desire  his  attend- 
ance on  this  Congress,  and  [that  he  would]  ofliciate  as  ||theirl|  chaplain 
during  the  session  thereof 

The  committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Rev.  Doct.  Appleton  and 
desire  that  he  would  officiate  as  chaplain  to  this  Congress,  reported 
that  they  had  attended  that  service,  and  that  the  Doctor  would  officiate 
as  chaplain  agreeably  to  the  desire  of  this  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Aiken,  Col.  Gerrish,  Major  Fuller,  and  Doct. 
Holten,  be  monitors  to  this  Congress, 

Ordered,  That,  hi  returning  the  Congress,  the  monitors  observe  the 
following  divisions,  viz  :  That  the  pews  on  the  right  of  the  desk  be 
one  division  ;  on  the  left,  another ;  the  men's  body  seats,  and  the  pews 
adjoining,  a  third  ;  the  women's  body  seats,  and  the  pews  adjoining, 
the  other. 

Then  adjourned  to  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Afternoon. 

Met  and  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  ten  o'clock. 

Friday,  [»]  February  3,  1775,  A.  M. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Pickering,  Capt.  Greenleaf,  and  Mr.  Lothrop,  be 
a  committee  to  inspect  the  journals  of  the  last  Congress,  and  jj^e.xtractH 
therefrom  what  relates  to  the  public  taxes  and  the  militia,  and  cause 
the  same  to  be  printed  in  a  pamphlet,  and  a  copy  thereof  to  be  sent  to 
each  town  and  district  in  the  province. 


a  [morning. J 
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A  ll'votell  from  the  committee  of  correspondence  for  the  town  of 
Boston  and  other  committees  from  a  large  number  of  towns  in  the  vi- 
cinity thereof,  setting  forth  tliat  several  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Bos- 
ton and  several  other  towns  hi  this  province,  are  constantly  employed 
in  diverse  kinds  of  works  for  the  army  now  in  Boston,  and  in  supply- 
ing them  with  lumber,  &.C.,  and  every  other  article  of  field  equipage, 
to  qualify  them  to  take  the  field  in  the  spring,  &,c. ; 

Read,  and  Ordered,  that  Col.  Prescot,  Capt.  Carpenter,  Col.  Cushing, 
Mr.  Fisher,  Mr.  Partridge,  Col.  Thomas,  and  Doct.  Taylor,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  take  the  said  vote  into  consideration  and  report  thereon. 

Then  Congress  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  ten  o'clock. 

Saturday,  February  4, 1775,  A-  M. 

Resolved,  That  all  the  debates  and  resolutions  of  this  Congress  be 
kept  as  an  entire  secret,  unless  HtheirH  special  leave  be  first  li^iadij  for 
disclosing  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  vote  of  yesterday,  relative  to  publishing  in  a 
pamphlet  some  of  the  doings  of  the  lale  Provincial  Congress,  be  re- 
considered, so  far  as  it  relates  to  publishing  the  resolve  respecting  the 
militia. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sullivan,  Mr.  Partridge,  Daniel  Davis,  Esq.,  and 
Mr.  Sayer,  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  publish  in  a  pamph- 
let some  of  the  doings  of  the  late  Congress,  and  that  the  same  com- 
mittee prepare  an  address  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  province,  recom- 
mending to  them  immediately  to  pay  all  their  province  tax  to  Henry 
Gardner,  Esq.,  and  to  carry  the  resolves  of  the  late  Congress  relative 
to  the  militia  into  execution. 

Upon  a  motion  Ordered,  that  the  secretary  be  directed  to  write  to 
Col.  Roberson,  desiring  him  to  deliver  the  four  brass  field  pieces,  and 
the  two  brass  mortars  now  in  his  hands,  the  property  of  the  province, 
to  the  order  of  the  committee  of  safety. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  vote  from 
the  committee  of  correspondence  of  the  town  of  Boston  and  others  in 
the  vicinity,  (fc-c,  reported ;  the  consideration  of  the  report  referred 
till  to-morrow  mornincr,  ten  o'clock. 

||Then  theCongressH  adjourned  till  next  Monday  morning,  ten  o'clock. 

MoNDAT,  February  6,  1775,  A.  M. 

Order  of  the  day  moved  for. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  vote  from  the  committee  of 


||r«soIve.|| 


b  ||obtained.|| 


86 


SECOND  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS.        [Feb.  7, 


correspondence  of  the  town  of  Boston,  &:-c.,  read  ;  after  some  debate 
thereon,  Ordered,  that  it  be  recommitted  for  amendments. 

Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  and  Tliomas  Cashing,  Esq., 
Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  John  Adams,  Robert  Treat  Paine,  Esq.,  appoint- 
ed by  the  late  Provincial  Congress,  to  represent  this  colony,  on  the 
10th  of  May  next,  or  sooner  if  necessary,  at  the  American  Congress 
to  be  held  at  Philadelphia,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  authorized  and  em- 
powered, with  the  delegates  from  the  other  American  Colonies,  to  ad- 
journ from  time  to  time,  and  place  to  place,  as  they  shall  judge  neces- 
sary; and  to  continue  in  being  as  delegates  for  this  colony,  until  the 
thirty-first  day  of  December  next  ensainn-,  and  no  longer. 

A  petition  of  Abijah  Browne  and  others,  setting  forth  the  irregular- 
ity of  the  choice  of  Jonas  Dix,  Esq.,  to  represent  the  town  of  Wal- 
tham  in  this  Congress,  with  a  counier  petition  signed  by  Leonard  Wil- 
liams and  others,  were  read  :  whereupon,  it  was  Resolved,  that  in  case 
the  averments  in  Browne's  petition  mention(;d  [*were]  true,  [they]  are 
not  sufficient  to  disqualify  Jonas  Dix,  Esq.,  member  from  AValtham, 
from  having  a  seat  in  this  Congress. 

A  petition  of  John  Sawyer  and  others  of  Rowley,  in  the  county  of 
Essex,  setting  forth  that  they  have  raised  a  troop  of  horse,  praying  the 
aid  of  this  Congress  that  they  may  be  established,  &lc.,  [was]  read  and 
committed  to  Mr.  Sullivan,  Col.  Grout,  and  Major  Fuller,  to  consider 
of  and  report  thereon. 

Afternoon, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  have  power  to  adjourn  this  Congress  in 
the  absence  of  the  president. 

llThen  the  Congressjl  was  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  ten 
o'clock. 

Tuesday,  February  7,  1775,  A.  31. 
'  The  committee  on  the  vote  of  the  committee  of  correspondence  of 
the  town  of  Boston  and  others,  huvmg  amended  their  report,  again  re- 
ported, w  hich  was  considered  and  accepted,  and  is  as  followeth  : 

Whereas,  it  appears  to  this  Congress,  that  certain  persons  are  em- 
ployed in  diverse  kinds  of  works  for  the  army  now  stationed  in  Boston, 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  execution  the  late  acts  of  parliament, 
and  in  supplying  them  with  iron  tor  waggons,  canvas,  tent  poles,  and 
other  articles  of  field  equipage,  whereby  said  army  may  be  enabled  to 
take  the  field  and  distress  the  inhabitants  of  this  country, 

Therefore,  Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  Congress,  and  it  is  ac- 
cordingly strongly  recommended  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  towns 
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and  districts  of  this  province,  that,  should  any  person  or  persons  pre- 
sume to  supply  the  troops  now  stationed  at  Boston  or  elsewhere  in  said 
province,  with  timber,  boards,  spars,  pickets,  tentpoles,  canvas,  bricks, 
iron,  waggons,  carts,  carriages,  entrenching  tools,  or  any  materials  for 
making  any  of  the  carriages  or  implements  aforesaid  ;  with  horses  or 
oxen  for  draught ;  or  any  other  materials  whatever,  which  may  enable 
them  to  annoy,  or  in  any  manner  distress  said  inhabitants,  he  or  they 
||so  oftendingll  shall  be  held  in  the  highest  detestation,  and  deemed  in- 
veterate enemies  to  America,  and  ought  to  be  prevented  and  opposed 
by  all  reasonable  means  whatever. 

And  whereas,  it  appears  to  this  Congress,  that  large  quantities  of 
straw  will  be  wanted  by  the  inhabitants  of  this  province,  in  case  we 
should  be  driven  to  the  hard  necessity  of  taking  up  arms  in  our  own 
defence,  therefore,  Hesolvccl,  That  no  person  or  persons  ought  to  sell 
or  dispose  of  any  straw,  which  he  or  they  may  have  on  hand,  except 
to  the  inhabitants  of  this  province  for  their  own  private  use,  or  the  use 
of  said  province. 

And  it  is  strongly  recommended  by  this  Congress,  to  tlie  committees 
of  correspondence  and  inspection  in  the  several  towns  and  districts  in 
this  province  to  see  that  the  above  resolves  be  strictly  and  faithfully 
adhered  to,  till  otherwise  ordered  by  this  or  some  other  Provincial  Con- 
gress, or  house  of  representatives. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  resolves  be  published  in  all  the  newspapers 
in  this  province,  and  that  [Hhey]  be  attested  by  the  secretary. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Fisher,  Doct.  Church,  Mr.  Bailey,  Doct.  War- 
ren, and  Col.  Thomas,  be  a  committee  to  take  into  consideration  the 
account  of  the  late  delegates  'from  this  province  who  attended  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  and  report  what  they  be  allowed  for  their  expenses, 
and  for  their  time  while  absent  on  the  business  of  the  province ;  and 
also  [to]  devise  some  method  how  the  money  shall  be  procured  to  dis- 
charge the  same  ;  and  also  how  the  money  shall  be  procured  to  enable 
our  present  delegates  appointed  to  attend  the  American  Congress  to  re- 
fund their  expenses. 

The  committee  appointed  to  draught  an  address  to  the  inhabitants  of 
this  province,  accompanying  the  resolve  which  is  ordered  to  be  pub- 
lished relative  to  the  province  taxes  being  paid  to  Henry  Gardner, 
Esq.,  reported ;  read  and  considered  in  paragraphs ;  Ordered  to  be  re- 
committed for  amendments,  and  that  Doct.  Church,  and  Doct.  Warren, 
be  added  to  the  committee. 

llThen  the  Congress!!  adjourned  till  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Afternoon. 

In  consideration  of  the  coldness  of  the  season,  and  that  the  Con- 
gress sit  in  a  house  without  fire,  Resolved,  That  all  those  members 
who  incline  thereto  may  sit  witli  their  hats  on  while  in  Congress. 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  the  province  reported  an  addition  to 
the  report  of  the  late  Provincial  Congress,  relative  to  the  power  of  the 
committee  of  safety,  and  general  otlicers  ;  after  some  debate  thereon  it 
was  referred  for  farther  consideration  till  to-morrow  morning,  ten 
o'clock. 

Resolved,  That  at  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning,  the  Congress  will 
come  to  the  choice  of  some  person  to  serve  on  the  committee  of  safe- 
ty, instead  of  Norton  Quincy,  Esq.,  who  declined  accepting  that  trust. 

||Then  the  Congress||  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

Wedn-esdav,  February  8,  1775,  A.  M. 
The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  address  to  the  inhabitants 
of  this  province,  having  amended,  again  reported  the  same  ;  after  some 
consideration  thereon,  it  was  ordered  to  be  recommitted  for  further 
amendments. 

Upon  amotion  made  by  Mr.  Hall,  that  he  might  be  excused  from 
serving  any  longer  on  the  committee  of  supplies,  in  consideration  of 
his  ill  state  of  health,  the  question  was  put  whether  he  be  excused  for 
the  reason  mentioned,  and  j)assed  in  the  aflirmative. 

Resolved,  That  at  three  o'clock  this  afternoon,  the  Congress  will 
come  to  the  choice  of  some  person  to  serve  on  the  committee  of  sup- 
plies instead  of  Mr.  Hall,  excused. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  n'loved  for ;  accordingly,  the  Congress  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  tlie  rc[H>rt  of  the  committee,  relative  to  the 
power  of  the  committee  of  safety,  and  the  power  of  the  general  offi- 
cers ;  after  some  debate  thereon,  it  was  referred  for  farther  considera- 
tion, to  the  afternoon. 

Afternoon. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  same  report,  which 
was  recommitted  for  amendments  proposed. 

Ordered,  That,  as  Doct.  Warren,  and  Doct.  Church  are  absent,  that 
Col.  Dvvight,  and  Col.  Coffin  be  added  to  the  committee,  on  the  account 
of  the  late  delegates  from  this  province  to  the  Continental  Congress. 

The  committee  appointed  to  report  an  address  to  the  inhabitants  of 
this  province,  having  amended  their  draught,  reported;  which  was 
again  ordered  to  be  recommitted  for  amendments. 

A  petition  of  Boice  and  Clark,  praying  that  this  Congress  will  take 
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some  step  for  the  eiicouranrement  of  collectinrr  of  linen  rags  in  their 
respective  towns  [was]  read  and  Ordered^  that  ^Ir.  Gorham,  Mr.  Bige- 
low,  and  Mr.  Freeman,  be  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  resolve  recom- 
mending the  saving  of' linen  rags,  according  to  the  prayer  of  the 
petition. 

Resolved,  That  the  Congress  will  now  proceed  to  the  choice  of  some 
person  to  serve  on  the  committee  of  safety,  in  the  place  of  Norton 
duincy,  Esq.,  who  declined  serving  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Pitts,  Major  Fuller,  and  Doct.  Holten,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  count  and  sort  the  votes  for  a  person  to  serve  on  the  commit- 
tee of  safety,  in  the  stead  of  Norton  Q,uincy,  Esq.,  who  declined  serving 
thereon. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  bring  in  their  votes  for  a  person  to 
serve  on  the  committee  of  safety  :  the  committee  having  sorted  and 
counted  the  same,  reported  that  Mr.  Jabez  Fisher  was  cho.^^en. 

llesolred,  That  to-morrow  morning  at  ten  o'clock,  the  Congre^^s  will 
come  to  the  choice  of  some  person  to  serve  on  the  committee  of  sujv 
plies,  instead  of  Mr.  Hall,  who  hath  been  excused. 

||The  Congress  thenjl  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

Thursday,  February  9, 1775,  A.  jM. 

The  report  of  the  committee  relative  to  the  power  of  the  committee 
of  safety,  and  the  power  of  the  general  officers,  being  amended,  was 
accepted,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  Doct.  Joseph  War- 
ren, Doct.  Benjamin  Church,  Jun.,  Mr.  Richard  Devens,  Capt.  Benja- 
min White,  Col.  Joseph  Palmer,  Mr.  Abraham  Watson,  Col.  Azor 
Orne,  Mr.  John  Pigeon,  Col.  William  Heath,  and  Mr.  Jabez  Fisher, 
be  and  hereby  are  appointed  a  committee  of  safety,  to  continue  until 
the  farther  order  of  this  or  some  other  Congress,  or  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  this  province ;  whose  business  and  duty  it  shall  be,  most 
carefully  and  diligently  to  inspect  and  observe  all  and  every  such  per- 
son or  persons  as  shall  at  any  time  attempt  to  carry  into  execution  by 
force,  an  act  of  the  British  parliament,  entitled  an  act  for  the  better 
regulating  the  government  of  the  province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay, 
in  New  England  ;"  or  who  shall  attempt  to  carry  into  execution  by 
force,  another  act  of  the  British  parliament,  entitled  an  act  for  the 
impartial  administration  of  justice,  in  the  cases  of  persons  questioned 
for  an  act  done  by  them  in  the  execution  of  the  law,  or  for  the  sup- 
pression of  riots  and  tumults,  in  the  province  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bay which  said  committee,  or  any  five  of  them,  provided  always 
12 
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that  not  more  than  one  of  the  said  five  shall  be  an  inhabitant  of  the 
town  of  Boston,  shall  have  power,  and  they  are  hereby  empowered 
and  directed,  when  they  shall  judge  that  such  attempt  or  attempts  are 
made,  to  alarm,  muster,  and  cause  to  be  assembled  with  the  utmost  ex- 
pedition, and  completely  armed,  accoutred  and  supplied  with  provisions 
sufficient  for  their  support  in  their  march  to  the  place  of  rendezvous, 
such  and  so  many  of  the  militia  of  this  province,  as  they  shall  judge 
necessary  for  the  end  and  purpose  of  opposing  such  attempt  or  at- 
tempts, and  at  such  place  or  places  as  they  shall  judge  propex  ;  and 
them  to  discharge  as  the  safety  of  the  j)rovince  shall  permit. 

And  this  Congress  doth  most  earnestly  recommend  to  all  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  militia  in  this  province,  who  shall  from  time  to 
time  during  the  commission  of  the  said  committee,  receive  any  call  or 
order  from  the  said  committee,  to  pay  the  strictest  obedience  thereto, 
as  they  regard  the  liberties  and  lives  of  tliemselves  and  the  people 
of  this  province — any  order  or  orders  ot  imy  former  Congress  varying 
therefrom  notwithstanding. 

Rti^ohed,  That  the  Hon.  Jedcdiah  Prebble,  Esq.,  Hon.  Artemas 
Ward,  Esq.,  Col.  Seth  Pomeroy,  Col  John  Thomas,  and  Col.  William 
Heath,  be  and  they  hereby  are  appointed  general  officers  ;  whose  busi- 
ness and  duty  it  shall  be,  with  such  and  so  many  of  the  militia  of  this 
province,  as  shall  be  assembled  by  order  of  the  committee  of  safety, 
effectually  to  oppose  and  resist  such  attempt  or  attempts  as  shall  be 
made  for  carrying  into  execution  by  force,  an  act  of  the  British  Parlia- 
ment, entitled  "  an  act  for  the  better  regulating  the  government  of  the 
province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  England,"  or  who  shall  at- 
tempt the  carrying  into  execution  by  torce,  another  act  of  the  British 
parliament,  entitled  an  act  for  the  more  impartial  administration  of 
justice  in  the  cases  of  persons  questioned  for  any  act  done  by  them  in 
the  execution  of  the  law,  or  for  the  suppression  of  riots  and  tumults,  in 
the  province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,"  so  long  as  the  said  militia 
shall  be  retained  by  the  committee  of  satety  and  no  longer ;  and  the 
said  general  officers  shall,  while  in  the  said  service,  command,  lead 
and  conduct,  in  such  opposition,  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  above 
named,  any  order  or  orders  of  any  former  Congress  varying  therefrom, 
notwithstanding. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  moved  for. 

Upon  a  motion,  Ordered^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  count 
and  sort  the  votes  for  the  choice  of  a  person  to  serve  on  the  commit- 
tee of  supplies  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Hall,  who  hath  been  excused ;  ac- 
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cordingly  Mr.  Sayer,  Mr.  Lothrop,  and  Capt.  Greenleaf,  were  ap- 
pointed. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  bring  in  their  votes  for  a  person  to 
serve  on  the  cpmriiittee  of  supplies;  after  counting  and  sorting  the 
same,  the  committee  reported  that  Mr.  Manning  was  chosen.  Upon  a 
motion  made  by  Mr.  Manning,  the  question  was  put  whether  he  be  ex- 
cused from  serving  on  the  committee  of  supplies,  and  passed  in  the  af- 
firmative. The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  bring  in  their  votes  for  a 
person  to  serve  in  his  place,  and,  after  counting  and  sorting  the  same, 
the  committee  reported  that  Mr.  Elbridge  Gerry  was  chosen. 

Ordered,  That  during  the  debates  of  the  Congress,  the  members 
thereof  be  seated  in  their  proper  places. 

A  number  of  letters,  said  to  be  from  gentlemen  in  England,  were 
read ;  upon  a  motion.  Ordered,  that  they  be  committed  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  state  of  the  province,  to  take  them  into  consideration 
and  report. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  address  to  the  inliabitants 
of  this  province,  having  amended  their  report,  the  same  was  read,  con- 
sidered and  accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  attested  and  added  to  the 
pamphlet  directed  to  be  printed  by  this  Congress,  and  is  as  followeth, 
viz  : 

To  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay. 
Friends  and  Fellow  Sufferers  : — When  a  people  entitled  to  that 
freedom,  which  your  ancestors  have  nobly  preserved,  as  the  richest  in- 
heritance of  their  children,  are  invaded  by  the  hand  of  oppression, 
and  trampled  on  by  the  merciless  feet  of  tyranny,  resistance  is  so  far 
from  being  criminal,  that  it  becomes  the  christian  and  social  duty  of 
each  individual. 

While  you  see  the  lives  of  your  fellow  men,  in  other  nations,  sported 
with  and  destroyed,  and  their  estates  confiscated  by  their  prince,  only 
to  gratify  the  caprice,  ambition,  or  avarice  of  a  tyrant,  you  ought  to 
entertain  and  cultivate  in  your  minds,  the  highest  gratitude  to  the  Su- 
preme Being,  for  his  having  placed  you  under  such  a  form  of  govern- 
ment, as,  when  duly  administered,  gives  the  meanest  peasant  the  same 
security  in  his  life  and  property,  as  his  sovereign  has  in  his  crown. 

This  constitution  of  government  secures  to  each  one  subject  there- 
to, such  an  entire  property  in  his  inheritance  and  the  fruit  of  his  in- 
dustry, that  they  cannot  be  taken  from  him  without  his  personal  or 
representative  consent;  and  as  the  evidence  of  entire  property  arises 
from  the  uncontrollable  power  of  disposing,  when  your  estates  shall  be 
brought  into  such  a  situation,  or  under  such  a  form  of  governnietit,  as 
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that  they  can  be  disposed  of  or  granted  by  persons  who  are  by  no 
means  accountable  to  you  therefor,  you  cease  to  have  any  thing  more 
than  a  licensed  and  precarious  property  in  them. 

Notwithstanding  these  principles  have  been  warmly  contended  for 
and  nobly  defended  at  the  expense  of  much  blood  and  treasure,  by 
your  British  ancestors,  who  have  ever  been  seriously  alarmed  at  the 
least  infringement  on  this  branch  of  their  happy  privileges,  the  house 
of  commons  there,  over  whom  you  have  not  the  least  control,  and  in 
whose  election  you  have  no  voice,  have  claimed  and  exercised  the 
power  of  granting  your  money  without  your  consent ;  and  what  ren- 
ders the  same  more  aggravated,  is,  that  the  money  extorted  from  you, 
is  applied  to  the  vile  purpose  of  maintaining  a  set  of  men,  who, 
through  depravity  of  mind,  and  cruelty  of  disposition,  have  been,  and 
still  are,  endeavoring  to  enforce  certain  acts  of  parliament,  made  with 
express  purpose  to  take  from  you  your  charter  rights,  and  reduce  you 
to  a  state  of  misery,  equal  to  that  ever  attendant  on  those,  whose 
prince  has  the  sole  disposal  of  their  lives  and  properties. 

Fleets,  troops,  and  every  implement  of  war,  are  sent  into  the  prov- 
ince, with  apparent  design  to  wrest  from  you  that  freedom  which  it  is 
your  duty,  even  at  the  risk  of  your  lives,  to  hand  inviolate  to  posterity. 

Those  strides  of  tyranny  have  fixed  the  united  attention  of  all 
America;  and,  being  greatly  and  justly  alarmed,  the  wisdom  of  the 
whole  continent  has  been  collected  in  that  Congress,  whose  salutary 
resolutions  have  pointed  you  to  etlectual  means  of  redress,  and  the 
execution  of  the  plan  projected  by  that  honorable  assembly,  has  been 
warmly  recommended  to  you  by  your  former  Provincial  Congress. 

The  transactions  of  your  former  Congress,  with  regard  to  placing 
the  militia  on  such  a  footing  as  may  serve  to  defend  you  from  each  act 
of  hostility  that  may  be  otTered,  have  been  carefully  transmitted  to 
you,  and  we  rejoice  to  hear,  that  you  have  cheerfully  paid  the  strictest 
attention  to  them,  and  ardently  wi>h  that  the  same  martial  spirit  which 
£0  remarkably  prevails  among  you  may  be  encouraged  and  increased. 

Though  we  deprecate  a  rupture  with  the  mother  state,  yet  we  must 
still  urge  you  to  every  preparation  for  your  necessary  defence;  for,  un- 
less you  exhibit  to  your  enemies  such  a  firnmess  as  shall  convince 
them  that  you  are  worthy  of  that  freedom  your  ancestors  fled  here  to 
enjoy,  you  have  nothing  to  expect  but  the  vilest  and  most  abject  sla- 
very. 

The  foregoing  sheets  contain  the  resolutions  of  your  former  Con- 
gress, respecting  the  improvement  of  your  public  monies  at  this  criti- 
cal juncture  of  your  public  afiairs.    Such  is  the  alarming  state  of  the 
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province,  that  the  necessity  of  punctually  complying  with  these  re- 
solves can,  by  no  means,  need  any  further  argument  to  stimulate  there- 
to, than  what  naturally  arises  from  facts  under  your  constant  observa- 
tion ;  but  as  necessary  preparations  for  your  defence  require  immedi- 
ate supplies  of  money,  duty  and  faithfulness  to  you,  compel  us  to  take 
leave  to  hint,  that,  should  you  be  so  unhappy  as  to  be  driven  to  un- 
sheath  the  sword,  in  defence  of  your  lives  and  properties,  the  having 
proper  magazines  duly  prepared,  may  give  that  success  which  cannot 
be  expected  without  them. 

Subjects  generally  pay  obedience  to  the  laws  of  the  land,  to  avoid 
the  penalty  that  accrues  on  breach  of  them  ;  and  on  the  same  princi- 
ples we  are  assured,  that,  as  you  hitherto  have,  you  will  continue  still 
strictly  to  adhere  to  the  resolutions  of  your  several  congresses ;  for 
we  can  conceive  of  no  greater  punishment  for  the  breach  of  human 
laws,  than  the  misery  that  must  inevitably  follow  your  disregarding  the 
plans,  that  have,  by  your  authority,  with  that  of  the  whole  continent, 
been  projected. 

Your  conduct  hitherto,  under  the  severest  trials,  has  been  worthy  of 
you  as  men  and  christians,  and,  notwithstanding  the  pains  tliat  have 
been  taken  by  your  enemies,  to  inculcate  the  doctrines  of  non-resist- 
ance and  passive  obedience,  and,  by  every  art,  to  delude  and  terrify 
you,  the  whole  continent  of  America  has,  this  day,  cause  to  rejoice  in 
your  firmness.  We  trust  you  will  still  continue  steadfast,  and  having 
regard  to  the  dignity  of  your  characters  as  freemen,  and  those  gener- 
ous sentiments  resulting  from  your  natural  and  political  connections, 
you  will  never  submit  your,  necks  to  the  galling  yoke  of  despotism 
prepared  for  you  ;  but  with  a  proper  sense  of  your  dependance  on 
God,  nobly  defend  those  rights  which  Heaven  gave,  and  no  man  ought 
to  take  from  us. 

An  address  from  the  committee  of  correspondence  of  the  town  of 
Scituate  and  others,  showing  that  a  number  of  his  majesty's  troops 
are  now  stationed  in  the  town  of  JMarshfield,  &c.  H^wasjl  read  : 

Ordered,  That  Doct.  Warren,  Doct.  Taylor,  Col.  Henshaw,  Mr. 
Watson,  and  Mr.  Gill,  be  a  committee  to  take  the  same  into  conside- 
ration, and  the  papers  accompanying  it,  and  report. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sullivan  Mr.  Pickering,  and  Capt.  Greenleaf,  be 
a  committee  to  bring  in  a  resolve,  empowering  the  committee  of  safety 
to  take  into  their  hands  the  warlike  stores,  the  property  of  the  province. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Thomas,  Col.  Heath,  Hon.  Col.  Ward,  Col. 
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Ponieroy,  and  Col.  Gardner,  be  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  resolve,  di- 
recting how  the  ordnance  in  the  province  shall  be  used. 

Afternoon. 

The  committee  on  the  petition  of  John  Sawyer  and  others,  reported 
by  way  of  resolve,  which  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  several  members  who  were  appointed  to  make 
return  of  the  officers  and  number  of  the  militia,  and  minute  men,  in 
the  several  counties,  be  directed  to  comply  with  the  said  order  as  soon 
as  possible. 

Upon  a  motion,  Ordered,  That  Col.  Paterson,  Mr.  Browne,  of 
Pittsfield,  and  Major  Bliss,  be  a  committee  to  report  a  resolve  for  the 
publication  of  the  names  of  those  who  have  been  appointed  counsel- 
lors by  mandamus,  and  have  refused  to  resign  their  appointments. 

The  committee  on  the  accounts  of  the  delegates  from  this  province 
to  the  Continental  Congress,  reported,  which  was  accepted;  and  there- 
upon Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sullivan,  Mr.  Devens,  and  Mr.  Gorham,  be  a 
committee  to  report  a  resolve  agreeably  to  the  same. 

The  committee  on  the  petition  of  Boice  and  Clark,  reported,  by 
way  of  resolve,  which  was  read  and  accepted,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz : 

"Whereas,  the  encouragement  of  the  manufactories  of  this  country 
will,  at  all  limes,  and  more  especially  at  this,  be  attended  with  the 
most  beneficial  effects,  and  Messrs.  Boice  and  Clark,  having  represent- 
ed to  this  Congress,  that  they  have,  at  a  very  considerable  expense, 
erected  works  at  Milton,  in  this  province,  for  the  making  paper,  and 
have  not  heretofore  been  able  to  obtain  a  sufficiency  of  rags  to  answer 
their  purpose,  and  in  order  to  procure  a  larger  quantity  of  that  article, 
have  raised  the  price  thereof ; 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended,  and  it  is  by  this 
Congress  accordingly  recommended,  to  every  family  in  this  province, 
to  preserve  all  their  linen,  and  cotton  and  linen  rags,  in  order  that  a 
|l*manufacture|l  so  useful  and  advantageous  to  this  country,  may  be 
suitably  encouraged:  and  it  is  also  recommended  to  our  several  towns, 
to  take  such  farther  measures  for  the  encouragement  of  the  manufac- 
ture aforesaid,  as  they  shall  think  proper. 

llThen  the  Congress||  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  9  o'clock. 

Friday,  February  10, 1775,  A.  M. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Devens,  Mr.  Watson,  Col.  Gardner,  Col.  Howe, 
and  Capt.  Batchelder,  be  a  committee  to  observe  the  motion  of  the 
troops  said  to  be  on  their  road  to  this  town. 
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An  application  from  Thomas  Legate,  Esq.  was  read.  Ordered^  That 
it  be  committed  :  Accordingly  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Pickering,  Col. 
Cashing,  and  Col.  Farley,  be  a  committee  to  take  the  same  into  con- 
sideration. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Palmer,  Col.  Cashing,  and  Mr.  Cushing  of 
Scituate,  be  a  committee  to  sit  in  the  recess  of  this  Congress,  to  pre- 
pare all  such  rules  and  regulations,  for  the  officers  and  men  of  the 
constitutional  army  which  may  be  raised  in  this  province,  as  shall  be 
necessary  for  the  good  order  thereof 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  late  Provincial  Congress,  to  esti- 
mate the  loss  and  damage  which  hath  accrued  to  the  province  by  the 
operation  of  the  Boston  port  bill  and  the  act  for  altering  the  civil  gov- 
ernment of  this  province,  reported  ;  the  report  ordered  to  be  filed. 

||The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  how  the  ord- 
nance should  be  disposed  of,  are  directed  to  make  report  to  the  com- 
mittee of  safety.^  II 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  relative  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  late  delegates  to  the  Continental  Congress,  reported  ;  the 
report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz  : 

Whereas,  the  account  of  expenses  incurred  by  the  Hon.  Thomas 
Cushing,  Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  John  Adams,  and  Robert  Treat  Paine, 
Esquires,  in  the  execution  of  the  trust  reposed  in  them  as  representa- 
tives of  this  province  at  the  grand  Continental  Congress,  held  at  Phil- 
adelphia, in  the  months  of  September  and  October  last,  has  been  ex- 
hibited to,  and  approved  of,  by  this  Congress,  and  there  appears  to  be 
due  to  the  said  delegates  the  sum  of  nine  pounds,  seventeen  shillings, 
and  ten  pence,  lawful  money,  in  order  to  discharge  their  said  expenses, 
and  this  Congress  have  voted,  that  the  sum  of  fifty-six  pounds  [be  paid] 
to  each  of  the  aforesaid  delegates,  in  order  to  compensate  them  for 
their  time  spent  in  said  service ; 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  Henry  Gardner,  Esq.,  receiver  general  of 
this  province,  be  directed,  and  he  is  hereby  accordingly  directed,  to 
pay  to  the  Hon.  Thomas  Cushing,  Esq.,  the  above  sum  of  nine  pounds, 
seventeen  shillings,  and  ten  pence,  for  expenses,  and  the  sum  of  fifty- 
six  pounds  for  his  time  spent  in  the  service  aforesaid;  and  to  Mr.  Sam- 
uel Adams,  John  Adams  and  Robert  Treat  Paine,  Esquires,  each,  the 
sum  of  fifty-six  pounds,  as  a  recompense  for  their  time  spent  in  said 
service. 

The  same  committee  reported  the  following  resolve,  which  was  ac- 
cepted, viz : 

(I)  This  orJt-r  u  iaserted  in  the  copy  of  xho  journal  anionj  the  proceedings  of  the  aHemoon  -«»8iior. 
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Whereas,  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Hon.  Thomas  Cushing,  Mr. 
Samuel  Adams,  JoIjh  Adams  and  Robert  Treat  Paine,  Esquires,  were, 
by  a  former  Provincial  Congress,  chosen  and  appointed  a  committee 
of  delegates,  to  meet  the  delegates  from  the  other  American  colonies, 
at  Philadelphia,  on  the  tenth  day  of  May  next,  or  sooner,  if  necessary; 
and  whereas,  it  is  ordered  by  this  Congress,  that  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred pounds  be  allowed  and  paid  each  of  them,  to  enable  them  to  per- 
form said  journey  ;  therefore,  IjTJfio/^vY/,  That  Henry  Gardner,  Esq.  re- 
ceiver general  of  this  province,  be,  and  hereby  is  ordered  and  directed, 
to  pay  each  of  the  said  committee  of  delegates  of  this  province,  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  pounds,  for  which  they  are  to  be  accountable  to 
some  future  Congress,  or  house  of  representatives  of  this  colony. || 

Resolved,  That  Henry  Gardner,  Esq.,  receiver  general  of  th  prov- 
ince, be  and  hereby  is  ordered  and  directed,  to  pay,  unto  Robert 
Treat  Paine,  Esq.,  the  sum  of  forty-six  pounds,  lawful  money,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  same  sum  being  by  him  accidentally  lost  out  of  his 
pocket  while  on  his  journey  to  Piuludelpliia  in  the  service  of  this  gov- 
ernment. 

Afternoon. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sullivan,  Col.  Paterson,  and  Col.  Thomas,  be  a 
committee  to  revise  the  commission  of  the  committee  t)f  safety,  and 
the  commission  of  the  committee  of  supplies,  and  point  out  what 
amendments,  if  any,  are  necessary. 

Upon  a  motion  made,  the  question  was  put,  whether  the  vote  rela- 
tive to  committing  the  petition  of  Thomas  Legate,  Esq.,  be  reconsid- 
ered, and  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition,  and  passed 
in  the  aflirmative. 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  be  directed  to  publish  the  names  of  the 
mandamus  counsellors  now  in  Boston,  in  all  the  newspapers  of  the 
province,  agreeably  to  the  [order  of  llie]  late  Provincial  Congress. 

A  petition  from  the  delegates  of  the  several  towns  and  districts  in 
the  counties  of  Hampshire  and  Berkshire  was  read ;  thereupon,  Or- 
dered,  That  the  same  be  committed  to  the  committee  on  the  state  of 
the  province,  and  that  the  committee  make  the  petition  public  if  they 
think  proper. 

IjThen  the  Congress||  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock. 

Saturday,  February  11, 1775,  A.  M. 
The  committee  appointed  to  revise  the  commission  of  the  committee 
of  safety  and  the  committee  of  supplies,  &c.,  reported  by  way  of  re- 
solve, which  was  considered  and  accepted,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz  : 
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Whereas,  several  resolves  have  been  passed  by  this  and  the  former 
Provincial  Congress,  authorizing  and  directing  the  committee  of  safe- 
ty, in  case  of  necessity,  in  the  defence  of  the  province,  to  call  togeth- 
er, arm,  accoutre,  and  equip,  the  inhabitants  thereof:  and,  whereas, 
by  resolves  of  the  same  Congress,  a  committee  of  supplies  is  appoint- 
ed, to  provide  ordnance,  stores,  provisions,  and  arms,  and  to  place  them 
where  the  said  committee  of  safety  shall  order  ;  but  there  is  no  provi- 
sion made  by  whom,  to  whom,  or  in  what  manner  and  quantities,  the 
supplies  provided  by  said  committee  of  supplies  shall  be  delivered  ; 

It  is  llthereforell  Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  of  safety,  or 
the  major  part  of  them,  shall  be,  and  hereby  [are,]  empowered  to  ap- 
point one  of  their  number,  a  commissary,  whose  business  it  shall  be 
to  deliver  all  such  stores,  ordnance,  arms,  and  provisions,  as  shall  be, 
by  the  committee  of  supplies  provided,  as  the  said  committee  of  safety 
shall  order  and  direct,  until  the  constitutional  army  shall  take  the  field; 
when,  and  during  all  the  time  said  array  shall  be  in  the  field,  »iniil 
they  are  discharged  by  the  committee  of  safety,  the  commissary  ap- 
pointed by  the  committee  of  safety  shall  deliver  the  said  warlike  stores 
to  the  order  of  the  commanding  officers  of  said  army. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  relative  to  the  dis- 
posal of  some  bayonets,  &c.,  reported  the  following  resolve,  which 
was  accepted : 

Whereas,  there  are  a  number  of  bayonets  and  other  implements  of 
war,  purchased  at  the  expense  of  the  province,  that  are  not  now  in 
the  hands  of  the  committee  of  safety,  as  they  ought  to  be,  it  is  there- 
fore Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  Congress,  that  the  committee  of 
safety  ought  to  possess  themselves  of  all  the  same  bayonets  and  imple- 
ments of  war,  as  soon  as  they  conveniently  can  ;  and  that  they  ought 
to  dispose  of  the  same,  for  the  use  of  the  province,  to  such  persons, 
and  on  such  conditions,  as  they  shall  think  proper. 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  the  province,  reported  a  resolve  re- 
commending that  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer  be  kept  throughout  the 
province,  which  was  considered  and  Ordt  rcd  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sullivan,  Mr.  Stickney,  and  Col.  Cushing,  be  a 
committee  to  bring  in  a  resolve,  empowering  the  committee  of  safety 
to  direct  the  committee  of  supplies,  to  make  such  further  provision  for 
the  defence  of  the  province  as  may  be  necessary. 

Resolved,  That  all  the  members  of  the  Congress  be  enjoined  to  at- 
tend, and  that  none  depart  without  special  leave  be  first  obtained. 

Ordered,  That  CoL  Tyng,  Mr.  Adams,  Doct.  Warren,  Major  Haw- 
ley,  Col.  Ward,  Hon.  Mr.  Hancock,  and  Mr.  Paine,  be  a  committee  to 
13 
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report  a  resolve,  purporting  the  determination  of  this  people,  coolly 
and  resolutely,  to  support  their  rights  and  privileges,  at  all  hazards. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  address 
from  the  committee  of  correspondence,  for  the  town  of  Scituate,  and 
others,  reported ;  the  report  was  ll'H  ordered  to  be  recommitted  for 
amendments. 

j|Then  the  Congressjj  adjourned  till  Monday  next,  ten  o'clock  in  the 
forenoon. 

MoNDAT,  February'  13, 1775,  A.  M. 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  the  province,  reported  the  form  of 
a  receipt,  two  of  the  same  tenor  and  date  to  be  signed  by  the  receiver 
general,  one  of  which  to  be  lodged  with  the  town  or  district  treasurer, 
and  the  other  to  be  kept  by  the  constable,  or  other  officer,  who  shall 
pay  the  money  to  him.  Ordered,  that  the  report  be  recommitted  for 
amendments.  • 

Then  the  Congress  adjourned  till  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Afternoon. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sullivan,  Col.  Paterson,  Mr,  Fisher,  Mr.  Hobby, 
and  Mr.  Freeman,  be  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  resolve  for  inquiring 
into  the  state  of  the  militia,  their  numbers  and  equipments,  and  re- 
commending to  the  selectmen  of  the  several  towns  and  districts  in  this 
province,  to  make  return  of  their  town  and  district  stock  of  ammuni- 
tion and  warlike  stores  to  this  Congress, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Stephen  Hall,  Doct.  Warren,  and  Mr.  Browne 
of  Abington,  be  a  committee  to  take  into  consideration  and  report 
what  is  necessary  for  this  Congress  to  do  for  the  encouragement  of 
making  saltpetre. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Paterson  bring  in  a  resolve  appointing  an  agent 
for  and  in  behalf  of  this  province,  to  repair  to  the  province  of  Quebec, 
and  there  establish  a  correspondence,  to  collect  and  transmit  to  us  the 
best  and  earliest  intelligence  that  can  be  obtained,  of  the  sentiments 
and  determination  of  the  inhabitimts  of  that  province,  with  regard  to 
the  late  acts  of  parliament,  or  any  other  important  matters  that  do  or 
may  affect  the  colonies  in  their  present  dispute  with  Great  Britain. 

j|Then  the  Congressjl  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  ten  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  February  14, 1775,  A.  M. 
The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  relative  to  an  inqui- 
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ry  into  the  state  of  the  militia,  town  stocks,  &c.,  reported ;  the  report 
was  recommitted  for  amendments. 

Afternoon. 

The  committee"  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  relative  to  inquiring 
into  the  state  of  the  militia,  &c.,  having  amended  their  report,  again 
reported,  which  [report]  was  read  and  accepted,  and  Ordered,  that  it 
be  printed,  and  a  copy  thereof,  attested  by  the  president,  sent  to  each 
town  and  district  in  this  province  :  and  is  as  followeth,  viz : 

Whereas,  it  appears  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  lives,  liberties, 
and  properties  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  province,  that  this  Congress, 
on  the  first  day  of  their  next  session,  should  be  made  fully  acquainted 
with  the  number  and  military  equipments  of  the  militia  and  minute 
men  in  this  province,  as  also  the  town  stock  of  ammunition  in  each 
town  and  district  : 

It  is  therefore,  Resolved,  That  it  be  and  hereby  is  recommended  to 
the  commandinor  officers  of  each  recriment  of  minute  men  that  now  is 

o  o 

or  shall  be  formed  in  this  province,  that  they  review  the  several  com- 
panies in  their  respective  regiments,  or  cause-them  to  be  reviewed,  and 
take  an  exact  state  of  their  numbers  and  equipments :  and  where  there 
is  any  company  that  is  not  incorporated  into  a  regiment,  the  command- 
ing officer  thereof  shall  review  the  several  companies,  or  cause  them 
to  be  reviewed,  and  take  a  like  state  of  their  numbers  and  equipment : 
and  it  is  also  recommended  to  the  colonels  or  commanding  officers  of 
each  regiment  of  militia  in  this  province,  that  they  review  the  several 
companies  in  their  respective  regiments,  or  cause  them  to  be  reviewed, 
and  take  a  state  of  their  numbers  and  accoutrements,  which  said  state 
of  the  minute  men  and  militia,  shall  be,  by  said  officers,  returned,  in 
writing,  to  this  Congress  on  the  first  day  of  their  next  session  after  the 
adjournment. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  select- 
men of  each  town  and  district  in  the  province,  that  on  the  same  day 
they  make  return  in  writing,  of  the  state  of  the  town  and  district  stock 
of  ammunition  and  warlike  stores  to  this  Congress. 

Mr.  Paterson  reported  a  resolve  relative  to  appointing  an  agent  for 
and  in  behalf  of  this  province,  to  repair  to  the  province  of  Quebec, 
&c.,  which  was  recommitted  ;  and  he,  with  Mr.  Bigelow  and  Col. 
Henshaw,  are  directed  to  bring  in  a  resolve,  directing  and  empowering 
the  committee  of  correspondence  for  the  town  of  Boston,  to  establish 
an  intimate  correspondence  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  province  of 
Quebec,  &c. 

lIThen  the  Congressjl  adjourned  till  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Wednesday,  February  15,  1//5,  A.  M. 
Resolved,  That  at  three  o'clock  tliis  afternoon,  the  Congress  will 
come  to  the  choice  of  a  general  officer  in  addition  to  those  already 
appointed. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  empowering  the  com- 
mittee of  safety  to  give  orders  to  the  committee  of  supplies,  to  make 
such  further  provision  for  the  defence  of  the  government  as  they  shall 
think  necessary,  reported  ;  Ordrr((l,  that  the  consideration  of  this  report 
be  referred  to  the  next  session  of  this  Congress. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  empowering  the  com- 
mittee of  correspondence  of  tlie  town  of  Boston,  to  correspond  with 
Quebec,  &:.c.,  for  and  in  behalf  of  this  province,  reported;  the  report 
was  read  and  accepted,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz. : 

Whereas,  it  appears  the  manifest  design  of  administration,  to  engage 
and  secure  the  Canadians  and  remote  tribes  of  Indians,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  harassing  and  distressing  these  colonies,  and  reducing  them  to 
a  state  of  absolute  slavery  :  and,  whereas,  the  safety  and  security  of 
said  colonies  depend  in  a  great  measure,  under  God,  on  their  firmness, 
unanimity,  and  friendship  ; 

Therefore,  llesolced,  That  the  committee  of  correspondence  for  the 
town  of  Boston,  be  and  they  are  hereby  directed  and  empowered,  in 
such  way  and  manner  as  they  shall  think  proper,  to  open  and  establish 
an  intimate  correspondence  and  connection  with  the  inhabitants  of  the 
province  of  Quebec,  and  that  they  endeavor  to  put  the  same  immedi- 
ately into  execution. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  what  is  neces- 
sary for  this  Congress  to  do  for  the  encouragement  of  the  making  of  salt- 
petre, reported;  the  report  was  read  and  accepted,  (excepting  that  part 
thereof  which  relates  to  assay  masters,  which  part  was  referred  for  fur- 
ther consideration  to  the  next  meeting  of  this  Congress,)  and  is  as  fol- 
loweth, viz, : 

Resolved,  [1st]  That  this  Congress  do  now  appoint  a  committee  to 
draw  up  directions,  in  an  easy  and  f;\mlliar  style,  for  the  manufacturing 
of  saltpetre,  and  that  the  same  be  printed,  and  sent  to  every  town  and 
district  in  the  province,  at  the  public  expense. 

2d.  That  for  the  encouragement  of  such  as  are  disposed  to  set  up 
the  manufacture  of  saltpetre,  this  Congress  do  engage  to  purchase  the 
whole  quantity  that  shall  be  manufactured  in  this  province,  within 
twelve  months  from  this  date,  at  the  rate  of  fourteen  pounds,  &:c.,  [for 
each  hundred  pounds  weight.] 

3d.  That  a  proper  assay  master  be  appointed  in  every  county,  to 
receive  and  pay  for  the  saltpetre  which  shall  be  brought  to  him  with  a 
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satisfactory  certificate  that  the  same  was  actually  manufactured  in  this 
province. 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  the  province  reported  again  the  form 
of  a  receipt,  two  of  the  same  tenor  and  date  to  be  signed  by  the  re- 
ceiver general ;  one  of  which  is  to  be  lodged  with  tlie  town  or  district 
treasurer  or  clerk,  who  shall  send  their  money,  and  the  other  to  be  kept 
by  the  constable,  collector,  or  other  officer,  who  shall  pay  the  same  to 
him ;  which  was  read  and  accepted,  and  is  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  That  [it]  is  proper  and  expedient,  that  Henry  Gardner, 
Esq.,  receiver  general  of  this  province,  should,  for  the  greater  security 
of  the  province,  give  two  several  receipts  for  all  such  sums  of  money 
as  he  ll'^for  the  future  may  receivejj  for  the  use  of  the  province  ;  and  for 
the  greater  satisfaction  of  all  such  persons  as  shall  make  payments  to 
the  said  receiver  general,  it  is  hereby  recojnmcnded  to  the  said  Henry 
[Gardner,]  or  his  successor  in  ofhce,  that  he  make  both  such  receipts 
as  near  as  |l''may  bej]  to  the  form  following,  to  wit : 

    177 — ,  Received  of  A  B  ,  the  sum  of 

 being  part  ||or  the  whole||  of  the  province  tax  set  on  tiie 

town  of  C  by  the  general  court  in  the  year  17 — ,  for  which  sum, 

I  have  given  the  said  A —  B —  another  receipt  of  the  same  tenor  and 
date  with  this. 

One  of  which  receipts,  the  person  paying  the  said  money,  is  request- 
ed to  lodge  with  the  treasurer  or  clerk  of  the  town  or  district  on  whose 
account  the  money  shall  be  paid,  or  such  other  person  as  the  inhabit- 
ants of  such  town  or  district  shall  appoint. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Adams,  Major  Hawley,  Mr.  Gerry,  Hon.  Mr. 
Gushing,  INIr.  Paine,  Col.  Palmer,  and  Mr.  Freeman,  be  a  committee 
to  bring  in  a  jj^'resolvell  holding  up  to  the  people  of  this  province,  the 
imminent  danger  they  are  in,  from  the  present  disposition  of  the  British 
ministry  and  parliament,  and  that  there  is  reason  to  fear  that  they  will 
attempt  our  sudden  destruction  :  and  the  importance  it  is  to  the  in- 
habitants of  this  colony  to  prepare  themselves  for  the  last  event. 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  the  province,  reported  a  resolve  rela- 
tive to  pedlers,  <Scc.,  which  was  read,  considered,  and  accepted  ;  and 
ordered  to  be  published  in  all  the  newspapers,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz.  : 

Whereas,  the  practice  of  pedlers  and  petty  chapmen,  in  going  from 
town  to  town,  selling  East  India  goods  and  teas,  and  various  sorts  of 
European  manufactures,  in  direct  opposition  to  the  good  and  whole- 
some laws  of  this  province,  whereby  they  arc  liable  to  the  forfeiture  of 
all  their  goods,  besides  being  subject  to  the  penalty  of  twenty  pounds, 

a  j|shall  for  the  future  receive. ||  b  ||possibIe.I|  c  !|bill.i| 
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does  manifestly  tend  to  interrupt  and  defeat  the  measures  necessary  to 
recover  and  secure  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  inhabitants  of  these 
colonies  :  and  whereas,  the  law  relating  to  pedlers  and  petty  chap- 
men, cannot,  at  present,  be  elfectually  carried  into  execution : 

It  is  therefore  hereby  earnestly  recommended  to  the  committees  of 
inspection  of  the  several  towns  and  districts  in  this  province,  that  they 
be  very  vigilant  and  industrious  to  discover  and  find  out,  when  any 
pedlers  and  petty  chapmen  shidl  come  into  their  respective  towns  and 
districts  ;  and  that  the  said  committees,  whenever  they  shall  find  out 
that  any  pedler  or  petty  chapman  shull  be  in  the  town  or  district  for 
which  such  committee  is  ap})ointcd,  that  such  committee,  without  fail, 
make  a  thorough  and  careful  search  and  examination  of  the  packs, 
baggage,  and  all  the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandize  of  such  pedler 
and  petty  chapman,  and  in  case  such  committee  shall  find  any  India 
teas  or  European  manufactures,  in  the  possession  of  such  pedler  or 
petty  chapman,  it  is  further  recommended  to  such  committee  to  pre- 
vent, by  all  reasonable  means,  such  pedler  and  petty  chapman,  from 
vending  any  such  teas  and  manufactures;  and  it  is  hereby  recommend- 
ed to  the  inhabitants  of  this  province,  not  to  trade  with  such  pedlers 
and  petty  chapmen  for  any  article  whatever. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Fuller,  Mr.  Browne,  and  Mr.  Bigelow,  be  a 
committee  to  direct  and  forward  the  pamphlets  printed  by  order  of 
Congress  to  the  severed  towns  and  districts  in  the  province. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  moved  for. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gill,  Mr.  Pitts,  and  Col.  Mansfield,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  count  and  sort  the  votes  for  a  general  officer  in  addition  to 
those  already  appointed. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  bring  in  their  votes  for  a  general 
ofticer.  The  committee  having  counted  and  sorted  the  same,  report- 
ed, that  the  Hon.  John  Whitcomb,  Esq  ,  was  chosen. 

Ordered,  That  the  member  from  the  town  of  ||''Boltonll  be  desired 
to  wait  on  the  Hon.  John  Whitcomb,  Esq.,  with  a  copy  of  |l''his  being 
electedll  a  general  officer,  and  H'desireH  his  answer,  whether  he  will 
accept  that  trust,  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Il'^The  committee  appointed  in  the  morning  to  bring  in  a  resolve 
holding  up  to  the  people  the  imminent  danger  they  are  in,  (Soc,  re- 
ported: the  report  was  read,!]  accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  in 
all  the  newspapers,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz  : 

a  IIRoston.ll  b  Ijthe  resolve  electing  hiiii.!|  c  jireqaest.]! 

d  \\Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  n  resolve,  holding  up  to  the 
people  tlic  inuninenl  danger  they  were  in,&^c.,  bo  now  read  ;  which  was  done  accordingly,  and|| 
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Whereas,  it  appears  to  this  Congress,  from  the  present  disposition 
of  the  British  ministry  and  parliament,  that  there  is  real  cause  to  fear 
that  the  most  reasonable  and  just  applications  of  this  continent  to 
Great  Britain,  for  ''peace,  liberty,  and  safety,"  will  not  meet  with  a 
favorable  reception;  but,  on  the  contrary,  from  the  large  reenforce- 
ments  of  troops  expected  in  this  colony,  the  tenor  of  intelligence  from 
Great  Britain,  and  general  appearances,  we  have  reason  to  apprehend 
that  the  sudden  destruction  of  this  colony  in  particular  is  intended, 
for  refusing,  with  the  other  American  colonies,  tamely  to  submit  to 
the  most  ignominious  slavery  ;  / 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  the  great  law  of  self-preservation,  calls 
upon  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony,  immediately  to  prepare  against 
every  attempt  that  may  be  made  to  attack  them  by  surprise ;  and  it  is, 
upon  serious  deliberation,  most  earnestly  recomnien<led  to  the  niilitia 
in  general,  as  well  as  the  detached  part  of  it  in  minute  men,  that  they 
spare  neither  time,  pains,  nor  expense,  at  so  critical  a  juncture,  in  per- 
fecting themselves  forthwith  in  military  discipline,  and  that  skillful  in- 
structors be  provided  for  those  companies  which  may  not  already  bo 
provided  therewith  :  and  it  is  recommended  to  the  towns  and  districts 
in  this  colony,  that  they  encourage  such  persons  as  are  skilled  in  tiie 
manufiicturing  of  firearms  and  bayonets,  diligently  to  apply  themselves 
thereto,  for  supplying  such  of  the  inhabitants  as  may  still  be  deficient. 

And  for  the  encouragement  of  American  li'^manufacturersH  of  fire 
arms  and  bayonets,  it  is  further  Resolved,  that  this  Congress  will  give 
the  preference  to,  and  purchase  from  them,  so  many  effective  arms  and 
bayonets  as  can  be  delivered  in  a  reasonable  time,  upon  notice  given 
to  this  Congress  at  its  n£xt  session. 

The  conmiittee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  address  from 
the  committee  of  correspondence  of  the  town  of  Scituate,  and  other 
towns  in  that  vicinity,  reported  :  their  report  was  read  and  accepted, 
and  Ordered,  that  it  be  published  in  the  newspapers,  and  is  as  foUow- 
eth,  viz : 

Voted,  That  the  Congress  do  highly  approve  of  the  vigilance  and 
activity  of  the  selectmen  and  the  committees  of  correspondence  of  the 
several  towns  of  Plymouth,  Kingston,  Duxbury,  Pembroke,  Hanover, 
and  Scituate,  in  detecting  the  falsehoods  and  malicious  artifices  of 
certain  persons  belonging  to  Marshficld  and  Scituate,  not  respectable 
either  in  their  numbers  or  their  characters,  who  arc,  with  great  reason, 
supposed  to  have  been  the  persons  who  prevailed  upon  General  Gage 
to  take  the  imprudent  step,  of  sending  a  number  of  the  king's  troops 

a  llmerely.ll  b  ||m3nuf»ict«re«  || 
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into  Marshfield,  under  pretence  of  protecting  them  :  whereby  great 
and  just  offence  has  been  given  to  the  good  people  of  this  province,  as 
very  fatal  consequences  must  have  arisen  therefrom,  if  the  same  male- 
volent spirit  which  seems  to  have  influenced  them,  had  actuated  the 
inhabitants  of  the  neighboring  towns;  or  if  the  same  indiscretion 
which  betrayed  the  general  into  the  unwarrantable  measure  of  sending 
the  troops,  had  led  this  people  to  destroy  them. 

Voted,  That  the  Congress  do  earnestly  recommend  it  to  the  select- 
men and  committees  of  correspondence  in  the  several  towns  of  Ply- 
mouth, Kingston,  Duxbury,  Pembroke,  Hanover,  and  Scituate,  steadi- 
ly to  persevere  in  the  same  line  of  conduct  which  has,  in  this  instance, 
so  justly  entitled  them  to  the  esteem  of  their  fellow  countrymen,  and 
to  keep  a  watchful  eye  upon  the  behavior  of  those  who  are  aiming  at 
the  destruction  of  our  liberties. i 

(])  Tiic  petition,  upon  wliicli  l!ic  votes  of  Co'i::rcs.'5  were  founded,  lias  not  been  preserved.  An 
address  from  the  same  towns,  to  Gcner.il  O  probably  contains  tlie  substance  of  tbe  memorial 
presented  to  the  assembly  of  delegates.  It  is  copied  from  the  Boston  Evening  Post,  February 
27,  1775. 

"  To  his  excellency  Thomas  Ga^e,  Esq  :  may  it  please  your  excellency  — 

♦«  We,  hid  majesty's  loyal  subjects,  selectmen  of  the  several  towns  of  Plymouth,  Kingston, 
Duxbury,  Pembroke,  Hanover,  and  Sciluatf ,  deeply  afTcctcd  with  a  sense  of  the  increasing  dangers 
and  calamities  which  menace  one  of  the  most  promising  countries  upon  earth  with  political  exci- 
sion, cannot  but  lament,  that,  while  wc  are  ondeavoririg  to  preserve  peace  and  maintain  the  author- 
ity of  the  laws,  at  a  period  when  the  bonds  of  government  are  relaxed,  by  violent  infractions  on  the 
charter  of  tlie  province,  our  enemies  are  practising  every  insidious  stratagem  to  seduce  the  people 
into  acts  of  violence  and  outrage." 

"  We  beg  leave  to  address  your  excellency,  on  a  subject  which  excites  our  apprehensions  ex- 
tremely :  and,  in  the  representation  of  farts,  we  iinimise  to  pay  tiiat  sacred  regard  to  truth,  which, 
had  our  adversaries  observed,  wc  flatter  ourselves,  it  would  iiave  precluded  the  necessity  of  our 
addressing  your  excellency,  on  this  occasion." 

"We  are  informed,  from  good  authority,  that  a  number  of  people  from  Marshfield  and  Scituate, 
have  made  application  to  your  ex'-t  Ib  nry,  soliciting  tlie  aid  of  a  detachment  of  his  majesty's 
troops,  for  the  security  and  protection  of  themselves  and  properties.  That  their  fears  and  intimi- 
dation were  entirely  groundless,  that  no  design  or  plan  of  molestation,  was  formed  against  them, 
or  existed  but  in  their  own  imaginations,  their  own  declarations,  and  their  actions,  which  have  a 
more  striking  language,  abundantly  demonstrate.  Several  men  of  unquestionable  veracity,  resid- 
ing in  the  tow  n  of  Marshfield,  have  soli  mnly  called  God  to  witness,  before  one  of  his  majesty's 
justices  of  the  peace,  that  tliey  not  only  never  heard  of  any  intention  to  disturb  the  complainants, 
but  repeatedly  saw  them  after  they  pretended  to  bo  under  apprehensions  of  danger,  attending  to 
their  private  atFuirs,  without  arms,  and  even  after  tliey  had  lodged  their  arms  a  few  miles  from 
their  respective  houses.  They  frequently  declared,  in  conversation  with  the  deponents,  that  they 
•were  not  apjirehensive  of  receiving  any  injury  in  their  persona  or  properties,  and  one  of  them,  who 
is  a  minor,  as  many  of  them  are,  being  persuaded  to  !>ave  his  lifr  by  adjoining  himself  to  the  peti- 
tioners, but  afterwariLi  abandoning  them  by  the  request  of  his  futlier,  deposeth,  in  like  solemn  man- 
ner, that  he  was  under  no  intimidation  himself,  nor  did  he  ever  hear  any  one  of  them  say  that  he 
was.  It  appears  as  evident,  as  if  written  with  a  sunbeam,  from  the  general  tenor  of  the  testimony, 
which  we  are  willing  to  lay  before  your  excellency  if  desired,  that  their  expressions  of  fear,  were 
a  fallacious  pretext,  dictated  by  the  inveterate  enemies  of  our  constitution,  to  induce  your  excel- 
lency to  send  troops  into  the  country,  to  augment  the  difticultirs  of  our  situation,  already  very  dis- 
tressing;  and,  what  confirms  this  truth,  if  it  needs  any  confirmation,  is,  the  assiduity  and  pains 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Gerry,  Hon.  Mr.  Gushing,  Mr. 
Paine,  Hon.  Col.  Ward,  Col.  Prescot,  and  Major  Holten,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  wait  on  the  Hon.  Col.  Williams,  and  [Nathaniel]  Wales,  Esq., 
and  inform  them  that  the  Congress  have  had  notice  of  their  being  in 
town  as  a  committee  from  Connecticut,  in  order  to  have  a  conference 
with  us ;  and  that  we  are  ready  to  confer  with  them  by  a  committee,  at 
such  time  and  place  as  shall  be  most  agreeable  to  them. 

Ordered,  That  no  member  of  this  Congress  depart  therefrom  until 
the  conference  with  the  committee  from  Connecticut  is  over. 

The  committee  appointed  to  wait  upon  the  gentlemen  from  Connec- 
ticut, reported,  that  they  had  attended  that  service,  and  delivered  the 
message  with  which  they  were  charged ;  and  that  the  gentlemen  pro- 
pose this  evening  to  meet  the  committee  from  this  Congress  at  such 
place  as  you  shall  appoint. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  on  the  state  of  the  province  be  the 
committee  from  this  Congress,  to  meet  the  gentlemen  from  Connecti- 
cut, this  evening,  at  Capt.  Stedman's,  for  the  proposed  conference. 

||Tlie  Congress  then||  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

Thursday,  February  16,  1775,  A,  JM. 
Adjourned  to  twelve  o'clock,  at  noon. 

Met  ll*upon  the]]  adjournment. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Pickering,  Doct.  Warren,  and  Mr.  Lothrop,  be 
a  committee  to  bring  in  a  resolve  purporting  the  business  and  duty  of 
a  committee  to  be  appointed  to  correspond  with  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly of  Connecticut;  and,  if  necessary,  with  the  other  neighboring 
colonies. 

Resolved,  That  at  three  o'clock  this  afternoon  the  Congress  will 
come  to  the  choice,  by  ballot,  of  a  committee  to  correspond  with  the 
neighboring  governments. 

Afternoon. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Pitts,  Mr.  Gill,  and  Major  Fuller,  be  a  coramit- 

a  llagreeably  to.|| 

which  we  have  taken  to  investigate  it.  We  have  industriously  scrutinized  into  the  cause  of  thii 
alarm,  and  cannot  find  that  it  has  the  least  foundation  in  reality." 

"  All  that  we  have  in  view  in  this  address  is,  to  lay  before  your  excellency  a  true  state  of  factJ, 
and  to  remove  that  opprobrium,  which  this  movement  of  the  military  reflects  ou  tliis  country:  and 

a  spirit  of  enmity  and  falsehood  is  prevalent  in  the  country,  and  a.<  every  thing  which  comet 
from  a  gentleman  of  your  excellency's  exalted  station  naturally  acquires  groat  weight  and  irupor- 
tance,  we  earnestly  entreat  your  excellency  to  search  into  the  grounds  of  every  report,  previou*  to 
giving  your  assent  to  it." 

The  troops  stationed  at  Marshfield  were  detached  from  the  British  regiments  in  Btwton,  January 
23,  1775. 
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tee  to  count  and  sort  the  votes  for  the  committee  to  correspond  with 
the  neighboring  governments. 

Ordered,  That  INIajor  Hawley,  Mr.  Browne,  and  Coh  Paterson,  be 
a  committee  to  bring  in  a  resolve  relative  to  the  adjournment,  and  em- 
powering the  members  of  Charlestown  and  others,  to  call  the  Congress 
together  at  an  earlier  day  than  [that]  to  which  it  may  be  adjourned. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Gardner,  Major  Holten  and  Capt.  Batchelder, 
be  a  committee  to  wait  on  the  Rev.  Doct.  Appleton,  and  return  him 
the  thanks  of  this  Congress  for  his  services  as  their  chaplain  during 
this  session. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  bring  in  their  votes  for  a  commit- 
tee to  correspond  with  the  neighboring  governments  :  after  sorting 
and  counting  the  same,  the  committee  reported,  that  the  Hon.  John 
Hancock,  Esq.,  Hon.  Thomas  Cushing,  Esq.,  [Mr.]  Samuel  Adams, 
Doct.  Joseph  Warren,  ]\Ir.  Elbridge  Gerry  and  Col.  William  Heath, 
[were  elected.] 

Upon  a  motion,  the  question  was  put,  whether  the  vote  in  the  morn- 
ing, relative  to  the  choice  of  a  committee  to  correspond  with  the 
neighboring  governments,  by  ballot,  be  so  far  reconsidered,  as  that  the 
three  persons  now  to  be  appointed  thereon,  be  chosen  by  hand  vote, 
and  that  Mr.  Richard  Dovciis,  Col.  Joseph  Palmer,  and  Mr.  Moses 
Gill,  be  of  the  committee,  raid  j)assed  in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  Henry  Gardner,  Esq.,  receiver  general,  be  and  he 
hereby  is  directed  to  pay  into  the  hands  of  the  committee  of  correspond-  , 
ence  of  the  town  of  Boston,  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds,  lawful  money, 
to  enable  the  said  committee  to  correspond  with  the  inhabitants  of 
Canada,  they  to  be  accountable  for  said  sum  to  this  or  some  other 
congress. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  setting  forth  the 
business  and  duty  of  the  committee  appointed  to  correspond  with  the 
neighboring  governments,  reported  ;  [which  report  was]  read  and  ac- 
cepted, and  is  as  followeth,  viz  : 

While  the  iron  hand  of  power  is  stretched  out  against  these  Ameri- 
can colonies,  and  the  abettors  of  tyranny  and  oppression  are  practising 
every  art  to  sow  the  seeds  of  jealousy  and  discord  among  the  several 
parts  of  this  country,  it  is  incumbent  on  us  to  take  every  step  in  our 
power  to  counteract  them  in  their  wicked  designs;  and,  as  we  are  con- 
vinced, that  the  union  now  established  throughout  the  several  colonies 
can  never  be  maintained  without  frequent  communication  of  senti- 
ments between  them,  nor  can  any  plan  formed  for  their  common  bene- 
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fit  [be]  carried  into  execution  without  a  previous  knowledge  of  the 
general  disposition  of  the  colonies  ;i 

Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  Hon.  Mr.  Cushing, 
Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Gerry, 'Doct.  Warren,  Col.  Heath,  Mr.  Devens,  Col. 
Palmer  and  Mr.  Gill,  or  the  majority  of  them,  be  and  are  hereby  ap- 
pointed to  act  as  a  committee  of  correspondence  with  the  other  colo- 
nies on  this  continent  daring  the  recess  of  this  Congress ;  and  they 
are  hereby  empowered  and  directed,  to  consult  v»ith,  and  make  propo- 
sals to  such  committees  as  now  are  or  shall  hereafter  be  appointed  as 
committees  of  correspondence  in  the  several  American  colonies,  and 
to  make  report  of  their  doings  to  this  Congress  at  their  next  sessions. 
-  The  report  of  the  committee  recommending  a  day  of  fasting  and 
prayer  to  be  kept  throughout  this  province,  which  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table,  [was]  now  taken  up,  considered,  and  accepted,  and  is  as 
followeth,  viz  : 

Whereas,  it  has  pleased  Almighty  God,  the  just  and  good  governor 
of  the  world,  to  permit  so  great  a  calamity  to  befal  us  as  the  present 
controversy  between  Great  Britain  and  these  colonies,  and  which 
threatens  us  with  the  evils  of  war ; 

And  whereas,  it  has  been  the  annual  and  laudable  custom  of  this 
colony,  at  the  opening  of  the  spring,  to  observe  a  day  of  fasting  and 
prayer,  to  humble  themselves  before  God  for  their  sins,  and  to  implore 
his  forgiveness  and  blessing ; 

It  is,  therefore.  Resolved,  as  the  sense  of  this  Congress,  that  it  is 
highly  and  peculiarly  proper,  and  a  duty  incumbent  upon  this  people 
more  especially  at  a  time  of  such  general  distress,  that  a  day  of  pub- 
lic fasting  and  prayer  should  be  observed  and  kept  throughout  this  col- 
ony, not  only  on  account  of  the  present  calamity,  but  also  in  conform- 
ity to  the  laudable  custom  of  our  ancestors  ;  and  it  is  accordingly 
recommended  to  the  several  religious  assemblies  in  the  same,  that 
Thursday,  the  sixteenth  day  of  March  next,  be  observed  as  a  day  of 
fasting  and  prayer  to  humble  ourselves  before  God,  on  account  of  our 
sins ;  to  implore  his  forgiveness  ;  to  beg  his  blessing  upon  the  labors 
of  the  field,  upon  our  merchandize,  fishery  and  manufactures,  and 
upon  the  various  means  used  to  recover  and  preserve  our  just  rights 
and  liberties ;  and  also,  that  his  blessing  may  rest  upon  all  the  British 
empire,  upon  George  the  Third,  our  rightful  king,  and  upon  all  the 
royal  family,  that  they  may  all  be  great  and  lasting  blessings  to  the 
world;  to  implore  the  outpourings  of  his  spirit,  to  enable  us  to  bear 


(1)  In  the  copy  of  the  journal  the  preamble  it»  placed  after  the  resolution. 
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and  suffer  whatever  his  holy  and  righteous  Providence  may  see  fit  to 
lay  upon  us ;  and  also  humbly  to  supplicate  his  direction  and  assist- 
ance, to  discover  and  reform  whatever  is  amiss,  that  so  he  may  be 
pleased  to  remove  these  heavy  afflictions,  those  tokens  of  his  displeas- 
ure, and  may  cause  harmony  and  union  to  be  restored  between  Great 
Britain  and  these  colonies,  and  that  we  may  again  rejoice  in  the  free 
and  undisturbed  exercise  of  all  those  rights  and  privileges,  for  the  en- 
joyment of  which,  our  pious  and  virtuous  ancestors  braved  every  dan- 
ger, and  transmitted  the  fair  possession  down  to  their  children,  to  be 
by  them  handed  down  entire  to  the  latest  posterity. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Devens,  I\Ir.  Gorham  and  Mr.  Watson,  be  a 
committee  to  direct  the  [printed  copies  of  the]  resolve  recommending 
a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer,  and  send  them  to  the  several  religious  as- 
semblies in  this  province. 

Upon  a  motion  made,  the  question  was  put,  whether  the  injunction 
of  secrecy  now  on  the  members  of  this  Congress  be  taken  off,  and 
that  they  disclose  such  parts  of  their  doings  as  shall  appear  to  them  to 
have  a  tendency  to  promote  the  public  interest,  and  passed  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Gardner,  Mr.  Watson,  and  Mr.  Osgood,  be  a 
committee,  to  return  the  thanks  of  tliis  body  to  the  proprietors  of  the 
meeting-house  in  Cambridge,  for  their  favors  in  indulging  the  Congress 
with  the  use  thereof  during  their  session. 

Ordered,  That  Henry  Gardner,  Esq.,  receiver  general  of  this  prov- 
ince, be  and  he  is  hereby  directed,  to  pay  unto  Mr.  Willi.im  Darling, 
the  sum  of  two  pounds  and  sixteen  shillings,  lawful  money,  in  full  for 
his  services  as  doorkeeper. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  relative  to  the  ad- 
journment of  this  Congress,  and  empowering  the  members  from 
Gharlestown,  and  others,  to  c;dl  the  Congress  together  sooner  than 
the  day  to  which  it  may  be  adjourned,  reported ;  the  report  was  read 
and  accepted,  and  is  as  foUoweth,  viz. : 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  be  adjourned  from  this  day  to  the 
twenty-second  day  of  March  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  to 
meet  at  Concord,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex  ;  and  considering  the 
great  uncertainty  of  the  present  times,  and  that  important  unforeseen 
events  may  take  place,  from  whence  it  may  be  absolutely  necessary 
that  this  Congress  should  meet  sooner  than  the  day  abovesaid,  not- 
withstanding the  adjournment  aforesaid  : 

It  is  farther  Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  Congress  for  the 
towns  of  Charlestown,  Cambridge,  Brookline,  Roxbury  and  Dorches- 
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ter,  or  the  majority  of  them,  be  and  [they]  are  hereby  authorized,  in  case 
they  shaJl  judge  it  necessary,  to  give  notice  to  the  several  members  of 
this  Congress,  in  such  way  as  they  shall  think  proper,  to  meet  at  Con- 
cord, aforesaidj  at  any  | ["earlier  dayH  than  the  abovesaid  twenty-second 
day  of  March  next,  which  shall  be  by  them  appointed  ;  and  it  is  far- 
ther recommended  to  the  members  of  this  Congress  that  they  conform 
themselves  to  said  notice. 

The  president  then  declared  the  Congress  adjourned  accordingly. 

Wednesday,  March  22,  1775,  A.  M. 
Congress  met  H^accordingH  to  adjournment. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Barrett,  Hon.  Mr.  Dexter  and  Mr.  Stickney,  be 
a  committee,  to  wait  on  the  Rev.  Mr.  Emerson,  and  desire  his  attend- 
ance on  the  Congress,  and  [that  he  would]  open  the  same  with  prayer, 
at  three  o'clock  this  afternoon. ||'|| 

Afternoon. 

Ordered, Thvit  Col.  Barrett,  Hon.  Mr.  Dexter,  and  Mr.  Stickney,  be 
a  committee  to  wait  again  on  the  Rev.  Mr.  Emerson,  and  desire  him, 
if  his  circumstances  will  admit  of  it,  to  attend  daily  on  the  Congress, 
and  officiate  as  their  chaplain. 

Ordered,  That  all  the  debates  and  resolutions  of  this  Congress  be 
kept  an  entire  secret,  until  the  farther  order  thereof 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Danielson,  Col.  Henshaw,  Major  Fuller,  Col. 
Prescot  and  Col.  Farley,  be  a  committee  to  receive  the  returns  of  the 
several  officers  of  militia,  of  their  numbers  and  ||*^equipments,|l  and 
the  returns  from  the  several,towns  of  their  town  stock  of  ammunition. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lothrop  and  the  Hon.  Col.  Dexter,  be  added  to 
the  committee  on  the  state  of  the  province. 

l|The  Congress  then|l  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  nine 
o'clock. 

Thursday,  March  23,  1775,  A.  M. 

The  committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Rev.  Mr.  Emerson,  and 
desire  that  he  would  officiate  as  chaplain  to  this  Congress,  during  their 
present  session,  in  the  town  of  Concord,  reported,  that  they  had  at- 
tended that  service,  and  delivered  the  message,  and  that  Mr.  Emerson 
would  officiate  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Paine  and  Mr.  Adams,  be  a  commit- 
tee to  bring  in  a  resolve,  expressing  the  sense  of  this  Congress,  that 


a  licertain  day  other.||  b  I(confonnab!y.l| 

c  I|to  which  time  this  Congress  stands  adjourned.!!  d  I|equipage.l| 
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for  this  people  to  relax  in  their  preparations  to  defend  themselves,  &c., 
would  be  attended  with  the  most  dangerous  consequences. 

Ordered,  That  information  be  given  by  the  members,  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  state  of  the  province,  of  the  number  of  field  pieces, 
whether  the  property  of  the  province,  touns,  or  private  persons,  which 
have  fallen  within  their  knowledge  ;  as  also  what  number  of  men  [there 
are]  in  the  province  acquainted  with  the  business  of  making  firearms. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock  [this  afternoon.] 

Afternoon. 

||Congress|l  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  ten  o'clock. 

Friday,  March  24,  1775,  A.  M. 
Adjourned  to  three  o'clock  [this  afternoon.] 

Afternoon. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve,  expressing  the  dan- 
ger there  would  be  in  relaxing  from  the  present  preparations  for  de- 
fence, &c.,  reported.  The  report  [was]  accepted,  and  Ordered,  that 
it  be  attested  and  published  in  all  the  Boston  newspapers. 

[Whereas,  it  is  indispensably  necessary,  for  the  safety  of  a  free  peo- 
ple and  the  preservation  of  their  liberties,  that  they,  at  all  times,  keep 
themselves  in  a  state  of  actual  defence  against  every  invasion  or  dep- 
redation ;  and  this  country  being  still  threatened  by  a  powerful  army 
posted  in  its  capital,  with  a  professed  design  of  executing  certain  acts 
of  the  British  parliament,  calculated  to  destroy  our  invaluable  rights 
and  liberties  and  the  government  of  this  colony,  as  by  charter  and  law 
established  therein  :] 

[Therefore,  Rrsolccd,  That  the  measures  which  have  heretofore 
been  recommended  by  this  and  the  former  Provincial  Congress,  for  the 
purpose  of  putting  this  colony  into  a  complete  state  of  defence,  be  still 
most  vigorously  pursued,  by  the  several  towns,  as  well  as  individual 
inhabitants,  and  that  any  relaxation  would  be  attended  with  the  utmost 
danger  to  the  liberties  of  this  colony  and  of  all  America;  especially, 
as  by  the  latest  advices  from  Great  Britain,  we  have  undoubted  reasons 
for  jealousy,  that  our  implacable  enemies  are  unremitting  in  their  en- 
deavors, by  fraud  and  artifice  as  well  as  by  open  force,  to  subjugate 
this  people  ;  which  is  an  additional  motive  to  the  inhabitants  of  this 
colony  to  persevere  in  the  line  of  conduct  recommended  by  the  Con- 
gress, and  to  be  ready  to  oppose,  with  firmness  and  resolution,  at  the 
utmost  hazard,  every  attempt  for  that  purpose.^] 

Adjourned  till  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

(1)  This  resolution,  omitted  in  tJie  original  record  and  tho  copy  of  the  journal,  has  been  restored 
from  the  publication  ia  the  new  ^papers. 
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3ATURDAT,  March  25, 1775,  A.  M. 

Ordered,  That  when  this  Congress  |j*adjourn,||  it  be  adjourned  to 
Monday  next,  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Ordered,  That  the  members  be  enjoined  to  attend  punctually  at  the 
adjournment. 

Monday,  Marcli  27, 1775,  P.  iM. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  state  of  the  imports,  exports, 
Ai/C,  reported  :  Ordered,  that  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  re- 
ferred to  Wednesday  next,  [at]  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  some  rules,  &c.  for  a  constitu- 
tional army,  reported ;  the  report  [was]  read  :  Ordered,  that  the  far- 
ther consideration  of  the  report  be  jj^'on  the  morrowH  four  o'clock,  P. 
M.,  and  that  the  committee  make  such  additions  thereto  as  they  shall 
think  necessary. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

[The  several]  committees  [were]  enjoined  to  sit. 

Tuesday,  March  28, 1775,  A.  M. 
The  several  committees  [were]  enjoined  to  sit. 
Adjourned  to  three  o'clock  [this  afternoon.] 

Afteruooii. 

According  to  the  order  of  the  day,  [the  Congress]  went  into  the 
consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare 
rules  and  regulations  for  a  constitutional  army,  &lc. 

IpThe  above  reportjl  was  recommitted  for  amendments. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Wednesday,  March  29,  [1775,]  A.  U. 

|l''Resumed||  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee,  rela- 
tive to  rules,  &.C. ;  considered  the  same  in  paragraphs,  [and]  passed 
[the  same]  in  part. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock  [this  afternoon.] 

Afternoon. 

The  ll*above  report]]  relative  to  rules,  &c.,  passed  in  whole,  but 
[was]  ordered  to  be  recommitted  for  |lsome||  additions. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Osgood,  Col.  Thompson  and  Capt.  Grcenleaf, 
be  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  resolve,  introductory  to  the  publishing 
the  names  of  the  mandamus  counsellors. 

The  vote  of  Tuesday  relative  to  information  being  given  to  the 

a  Ijshall  adjourn  that.H  b  ||postponed  until  to-morrow.H  c  jjwhich  was.|| 

d  ||revisod.||  e  Ijreport  of  the  comniittop.|| 
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committee  on  the  state  of  the  province,  ||"was|I  so  far  reconsidered  as 
that  the  information  be  given  to  the  committee  appointed  to  receive 
the  returns  from  the  colonels. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Thursday,  March  30, 1775,  A.  M. 
The  doorkeeper  [was]  directed  to  call  in  the  members :  they  [were] 
enjoined  to  attend.  The  committee  on  the  state  of  the  province  re- 
ported a  resolve,  relative  to  what  movements  of  the  troops  should 
make  it  fit  to  call  the  militia  together,  to  act  on  the  defensive  ;  report 
read  and  considered  in  paragraphs,  and  passed  unanimously  in  the 
affirmative. 

Upon  a  motion  made  and  seconded,  Resolved,  that  immediately, 
when  notice  shall  be  given  for  the  assembling  the  forces  of  this  colo- 
ny, the  members  of  this  Congress  repair,  without  delay,  to  the  place 
to  which  they  shall  be  adjourned. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock  [this  afternoon.] 

Afternoon. 

The  committee  appointed  yesterday  to  draw  an  introduction  to  pub- 
lishing the  names  of  the  mandamus  counsellors,  reported ;  [the  report 
was]  recommitted,  and  the  committee  [were]  directed  to  bring  in  a 
report  by  way  of  order,  <Scc. 

The  committee  appointed  to  receive  the  [returns  of]  exports  and 
imports,  &.C.,  in  the  colony,  reported  ;  [the  report  was]  referred  to 
Wednesday  next  at  three  o'clock. 

Several  committees  [were]  enjoined  to  sit  and  perfect  their  reports 
without  delay,  in  order,  if  possible,  that  the  Congress  may  rise  to- 
morrow. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Friday,  March  31, 1775,  A.  M. 
The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  as  introductory  to 
publishing  the  names  of  the  mandamus  counsellors,  [reported  a  re- 
solve, which]  being  amended,  was  read  and  accepted,  and  is  as  follows : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  Concord^  March  31,  1775. 
Resohedy  That  the  names  of  the  following  persons  be  published  in 
all  the  Boston  newspapers,  who,  having  been  appointed  counsellors  by 
his  majesty's  mandamus,  and  having  accepted,  and  acted  under  said 
commissions,  have  proved  themselves  implacable  enemies  to  the  liber- 
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ties  of  their  country,  by  refusing  to  publish  a  renunciation  of  their 
commissions,  agreeably  to  a  resolve  of  a  former  Provincial  Congress : 
that  the  secretary  be  directed  to  transmit  authenticated  copies  of  this 
resolve,  with  the  names- annexed,  to  all  the  printers  in  Boston,  and  that 
they  be  desired  to  insert  the  same  in  their  papers,  that  every  town  may 
be  possessed  of  a  copy  of  their  names,  which  are  to  be  entered  upon 
the  town  and  district  records,  that  they  may  be  sent  down  to  posteri- 
ty, if  possible,  with  the  infamy  they  deserve  :  [They  are  as  follow  :] 
Thomas  Flucker,  Foster  Hutchinson,  Harrison  Gray,  William 
Brown,  James  Boutineau,  Joshua  Loring,  William  Pepperell,  John 
Erving,  Jun.,  Peter  Oliver,  Richard  Lechmere,  Josiah  Edson,  Nathan- 
iel Ray  Thomas,  Timothy  Ruggles,  John  Murray,  and  Daniel  Leonard, 
Esquires. 

The  committee  appointed  to  receive  the  returns  from  the  several 
||*colonels,l|  &c.,  reported ;  the  report  was  recommitted  to  be  com- 
pleted. 

A  memorial  from  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Billerica,  [was] 
read,  and  committed  to  Mr.  Marcy,  Capt.  Batchelder,  Capt.  Osgood, 
Capt.  Manning  and  Mr.  Freeman. 

Ordered,  That  the  receiver  general  be  directed  to  lay  a  state  of  the 
treasury  before  this  Congress. 

The  members  [were]  enjoined  to  attend  until  the  farther  order  of 
this  Congress. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock  [this  afternoon.] 

Aflernoou. 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  the  province  reported  a  resolve  rela- 
tive to  the  payment  of  the  public  monies  immediately  to  Mr.  Gardner : 
read  and  accepted,  and  Ordered,  that  it  be  printed  in  hand  bills,  and  a 
copy  thereof  sent  to  each  town,  directed  to  the  committee  of  corres- 
pondence, if  any;  if  not,  to  the  selectmen;  to  be  laid  before  the  several 
towns. 

In  Provincial  Congress,  Concord^  March  31,  1775. 
Whereas,  this  Congress  is  informed  that  many  collectors  and  con- 
stables, having  in  their  hands  considerable  sums  of  the  public  moneys 
of  this  colony,  have  hitherto  neglected  to  pay  the  same  to  Henry 
Gardner,  Esq.,  of  Stow;  and  the  Congress,  earnestly  attentive  to  the 
ease  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony,  are  desirous  of  completing  the 
preparations  so  essentially  necessary  to  the  public  safety,  without  call- 
ing on  them  for  other  moneys,  than  such  as  are  now  due  to  the  colony . 
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It  is,  therefore, Ixesolved, Thdit  the  constables  and  collectors  aforesaid, 
ought,  by  no  means,  to  be  longer  indulged  in  their  unreasonable  neglect 
of  complying  with  the  most  important  plans  of  this  colony ;  and  it  is 
hereby  strongly  recommended,  to  the  several  towns  and  districts  of  the 
same,  that  they  oblige  said  constables  and  collectors  forthwith  to  pay 
the  balances  aforesaid,  due  from  them  respectively,  to  the  receiver  gen- 
eral ;  and  it  is  also  most  earnestly  recommended  to  those  towns  and 
districts,  having  any  public  moneys  belonging  to  the  colony  yet  uncol- 
lected, that  they  do  not  fail  to  hire  and  pay  the  same  to  the  said  Henry 
Gardner,  Esq.,  without  delay;  and  that  they  vigorously  exert  them- 
selves to  suppress  every  opposition  to  measures  recommended  by  the 
Continental  and  Provincial  Congresses,  as  they  regard  the  freedom 
and  happiness  of  themselves  and  future  generations. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gorliam,  Mr.  Devens  and  Mr.  Watson,  be  a 
committee  to  forward  the  hand  bills  to  the  several  towns,  &lc. 

Resolved,  That  each  member  be  desired  to  urge  the  town,  of  which 
he  is  a  representative,  if  they  have  not  paid  their  money  to  Henry 
Gardner,  that  they  would  immediately  pay  it;  and  if  it  cannot  be  soon 
collected,  that  they  be  desired  to  borrow  it;  and  if  there  is  any  town 
which  does  not  incline  to  pay  their  public  moneys  to  Mr.  Gardner, 
they  are  desired  to  give  their  reasons  for  such  refusal  to  this  Congress, 
at  the  next  session  thereof 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Saturday,  April  1, 1775,  A.  M. 

The  committee  appointed  to  report  rules,  &:-c.,  for  the  provincial 
army,  having  made  the  additions  directed,  the  same  were  read  and  put 
in  whole  and  passed  ;  they  were  then  ordered  to  be  recommitted,  for  the 
bringing  a  form  of  oaths,  and  a  resolve  relative  to  witnesses. 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  the  province  reported  a  resolve  rela- 
tive to  furnishing  the  indians  with  blankets  who  have  enlisted  as  min- 
ute men,  &,c.,  and  an  address  to  them ;  it  passed,  and  is  as  follows : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  Concorf/,  April  1,  1775. 
Whereas,  a  number  of  indians,  natives  of  the  town  of  Stockbridge, 
have  enlisted  as  minute  men — Rcsoh'cd,  that,  for  their  encouragement, 
the  following  address  to  said  indians  be  presented  to  them,  by  Col.  John 
Patefson  and  Capt.  William  Goodridge,  and  that  Henry  Gardner,  Esq., 
the  receiver  general,  be,  and  hereby  is  directed,  to  pay  the  sum  of  twenty- 
three  pounds,  lawful  money,  into  the  hands  of  Col.  John  Paterson  and 
Capt.  William  Goodridge,  to  be  employed  in  purchasing  a  number  of 
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blankets  and  some  ribbons,  which  they  are  to  present  to  the  indians  en- 
listed as  aforesaid,  viz  :  one  blanket  and  one  yard  of  ribbon  to  each 
person,  that  is  or  may  be  enlisted;  and  in  case  the  whole  of  the  money 
should  not  be  employed,  in  the  purchase  aforesaid,  they  are  to  be  ac- 
countable for  the  residue. 

To  Johoiakin  Mothksin,  and  the  rest  of  our  brethren,  the  indians, 
natives  of  Stockbridge : 

Good  Brothers — It  affords  us  great  pleasure  and  satisfaction,  to 
hear  by  Col.  Paterson  and  Capt.  Goodridgc,  that  our  brothers,  the  na- 
tives of  Stockbridge,  are  ready  and  willing  to  take  up  the  hatchet  in 
the  cause  of  liberty  and  their  country.  We  find  you  have  not  been  in- 
attentive to  the  unhappy  controversy  we  are  engaged  in  with  our 
mother  country,  by  reason  of  sundry  acts  the  British  parliament  have 
passed,  by  which,  our  rights  and  privileges  have  been  invaded,  and  our 
property  taken  from  us  without  our  consent.  We  have  frequently  peti- 
tioned the  king  for  redress  of  our  grievances,  and  the  restoration  of 
our  rights;  but,  instead  of  granting  us  relief^  the  king's  ministers  have 
sent  a  large  fleet,  and  posted  a  great  army  in  the  town  of  Boston,  who 
are  daily  abusing  and  insulting  the  inhabitants,  in  order  to  enforce 
obedience  to  these  acts.  The  whole  continent,  from  Nova  Scotia  to 
Georgia,  by  their  delegates,  have  lately  presented  a  petition  to  the 
king,  praying  for  relief,  to  which  we  hope  we  shall  receive  a  gracious 
answer.  We  wish  the  fire  of  friendship  may  be  again  kindled  between 
both  countries ;  but  in  case  our  petition  should  not  be  attended  to,  and 
the  ministry  should  determine  to  deprive  us  of  our  rights  and  property 
by  a  military  force,  we  hold  ourselves  obliged  to  defend  them  at  the 
point  of  the  sword.  This  is  a  common  cause  ;  a  cause  you  are  equally 
engaged  in  with  ourselves ;  we  are  all  brothers,  and  if  the  parliament 
of  Great  Britain  takes  from  us  our  property,  and  our  lands,  without 
our  consent,  they  will  do  the  same  by  you ;  your  property,  your  lands 
will  be  insecure ;  in  short,  we  shall  not  any  of  us  have  any  thing  we 
c;ui  call  our  own.  Your  engaging  in  this  cause,  discovers  not  only 
your  attachment  to  your  liberties,  but  furnishes  us  with  an  evidence  of 
your  gratitude  to  this  province  for  their  past  favors.  They  have  fre- 
quently, at  your  request,  made  laws  and  regulations  for  your  protec- 
tion and  defence  against  the  ravages  and  frauds  of  deceitful  and  de- 
signing men.  They  have  constantly  and  cheerfully  afforded  you  aid 
and  assistance,  because  you  have  given  them  abundant  proof  of  your 
fidelity.  We  have  directed  Col.  Paterson  and  Capt.  Goodridge  to  pre- 
sent each  of  you,  that  have  enlisted  in  the  service,  with  a  blanket  and 
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a  ribbon,  as  a  testimony  of  our  affection,  and  shalJ  depend  upon  your 
firm  and  steady  attachment  to  the  cause  you  have  engaged  in. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Cushing,  and  Col.  Paterson,  be  a 
committee  to  draught  a  letter  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kirkland,  and  an  address 
to  the  chief  of  the  Mohawk  indian  tribes. 

Moved,  That  the  Congress  now  go  into  consideration  of  what 
ought  to  be  the  conduct  of  the  several  towns,  in  case  general 
Gage  should  send  out  his  precepts  for  convening  a  new  assembly,  on 
the  last  Wednesday  of  May  next,  and  what  ought  to  be  their  conduct 
in  case  he  should  not  send  out  his  writs. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Congress,  that  in  case  writs,  in 
the  form  the  law  directs,  should  be  issued,  they  ought  to  be  obeyed. 

Resolved,  That,  in  case  writs  should  not  be  issued  forth,  that  a  Con- 
gress be  called,  on  the  last  Wednesday  of  May  next ;  and  in  case  gen- 
eral Gage  should  not  issue  precepts  for  calling  an  assembly,  as  the  law 
directs,  the  m.embers  of  the  towns  of  Charlcstown,  Cambridge,  Brook- 
line,  Roxbury,  and  Dorchester,  be  desired  to  publish  this  resolve  and 
appoint  a  place  where  they  shall  assemble. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Warren,  Mr.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Gill,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  reduce  the  several  resolutions  of  this  day,  relative  to  calling 
a  new  Congress,  into  form,  and  bring  in  a  resolve  accordingly.  The 
committee  reported  ;  [Hhe  report  was]  read,  accepted,  and  is  as  follows: 

In  Provixciai.  Congress,  April  1, 1775. 
\\Resolved,  As  the  sense  of  this  Congress,  that  if  writs  should  be 
issued,  in  form  as  the  law  directs,  for  calling  a  general  assembly,  to 
be  held  on  the  last  Wednesday  of  May  next,  that  the  several  towns  in 
this  colony  ought  to  obey  such  precepts,  and  choose  their  members  as 
usual ;  and  instruct  them  to  transact  no  business  with  the  council,  ap- 
pointed by  mandamus;  and  if  they  should  be  dissolved,  to  meet  in  a 
Provincial  Congress,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  and  transacting 
the  affairs  of  this  colony.  1| 

In  Provincial  Congress,  April  1, 1775. 
Resolved,  That  in  case  writs  are  not  issued  according  to  law,  for 
calling  a  general  assembly,  on  the  last  Wednesday  of  May  next,  it  be 
recommended  to  the  several  towns  and  districts  in  this  colony,  to 
choose  delegates  for  a  Provincial  Congress,  to  meet  on  the  said  last 
Wednesday  of  May  next,  at  such  place  as  the  present  members  of  the 
towns  of  Charlestown,  Cambridge,  Brookline,  Roxbury,  and  Dorches- 

a  llwhich  waa.|( 


1775.] 


SECOND  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS. 


117 


ter,  shall  appoint ;  who  are  desired  to  cause  this  resolution  to  be  pub- 
lished in  the  several  newspapers,  as  soon  as  it  can  be  ascertained  that 
writs  are  not  issued  for  calling  an  assembly. 

An  application  from  the  committee  of  correspondence  of  the  town 
of  Boston,  and  others,  was  read ;  Ordered,  that  the  consideration 
llthereof  II  be  referred  to  three  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Afternoon. 

The  Congress  proceeded  to  consider  the  application  from  the  com- 
mittee of  correspondence  of  Boston,  &c.,  agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  ■ 
forenoon;    Ordered,  that  it  be  committed  to  Col.  Danielson,  Mr. 
Gerry,  Col.  Foster,  Major  Fuller  of  Middleton,  and  Col.  Warren,  to 
consider  of,  and  report  thereon. 

The  members  enjoined  to  attend  at  the  adjournment  ["of  this  Con- 
gress.] 

llThe  Congress  adjourned  to  Monday  morning,  nine  o'clock. jj 

Mo>DAY,  April  3,  1775,  A.  M. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  state  of  the  province  be  desir- 
ed to  collect  all  the  late  intelligence  from  Great  Britain  relative  to  their 
sendincr  a  reenforcement  to  General  Gao;e,  and  on  other  matters  which 
relate  to  this  and  the  other  colonies,  and  report  to  the  Congress  what 
is  best  to  be  done. 

Ordered,  That  Doct.  Church,  Col,  Pomeroy,  and  Doct.  Warren,  be 
a  committee  to  bring  in  a  resolve  to  be  inserted  in  the  Salem  papers, 
requiring  the  attendance  of  all  the  absent  members,  and  a  recommen- 
dation to  the  several  towns  and  districts,  who  have  not  yet  sent  mem- 
bers to  the  Provincial  Congress,  that  they  elect  them,  and  direct  their 
immediate  attendance. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Bliss,  Mr.  Freeman,  and  Capt.  Osgood,  be  a 
committee  to  bring  in  a  resolve,  to  be  forwarded  by  an  express,  to  call 
in  the  absent  members  from  the  counties  of  Hampshire,  Berkshire, 
Worcester,  and  Bristol. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock  [this  afternoon.] 

Afternoon. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  on  the  memorial  of  the  town  of  Bille- 
rica,  be  joined  to  the  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration 
the  memorial  from  the  town  of  Boston  and  others. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  be  enjoined  to  sit  immediately. 

a  llwhich  will  be  at  9  o'clock  A.  M.,  Monday  next.|| 
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Ordered,  That  Col.  Foster  be  excused  from  [serving  on  the]  last 
mentioned  committee. 

W^Ordered,  ThatH  Col.  Cashing  be  added  to  them. 
llCongresslI  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  April  4, 1775,  A.  M. 

Upon  a  motion  made  that  Capt.  Goodridge  have  liberty  to  augment 
his  company  to  one  hundred  men,  and  that  they  be  considered  as  ran- 
gers; thereupon,  Ordered,  that  Gapt.  Goodridge  apply  to  Col.  Pater- 
son  on  this  affair,  who  will  have  an  opportunity  to  consult  the  field 
officers  of  those  regiments  of  tlie  militia,  from  which  said  company  is 
to  be  enlisted,  and  that  this  matter  be  settled  as  they  shall  think  best. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  address  to  the  Mohawks, 
and  a  letter  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kirkland,  reported  ;  [the  report  was]  read, 
and  Ordered  that  the  address  be  recommitted  for  amendments. 

llCongressjl  adjourned  to  three  o'clock  [this  afternoon.] 

Afternoou. 

A  letter  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kirkland,  and  an  address  to  the  Mohawks, 
amended,  [were]  reported,  and  passed,  and  are  as  follow : 

Concord,  April  4,  1775. 
Rev.  Sir  :  The  Provincial  Congress  have  thought  it  necessary  to 
address  the  sachem  of  the  Mohawk  tribe,  with  the  rest  of  the  five  na- 
tions, upon  the  subject  of  the  controversy  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  American  colonies.  We  were  induced  to  take  this  measure,  as 
we  have  been  informed  that  those,  who  are  inimical  to  us  in  Canada, 
have  been  tampering  with  those  nations,  and  endeavoring  to  attach 
them  to  the  interest  of  those,  who  are  attempting  to  deprive  us  of  our 
inestimable  rights  and  privileges,  and  to  subjugate  the  colonies  to  arbi- 
trary power.  From  a  confidence  in  your  attachment  to  the  cause  of 
liberty,  and  your  country,  we  now  transmit  to  you  the  enclosed  ad- 
dress, and  desire  you  would  deliver  it  to  the  sachem  of  the  Mohawk 
tribe,  to  be  communicated  to  the  rest  of  the  five  nations,  and  that  you 
would  use  your  influence  with  them,  to  join  with  us  in  the  defence  of 
our  rights;  but  if  you  cannot  prevail  with  them  to  take  an  active  part 
in  this  glorious  cause,  that  you  would,  at  least,  engage  them  to  stand 
neuter,  and  not,  by  any  means,  to  aid  and  assist  our  enemies — and  as 
we  are  at  a  loss  for  the  name  of  the  sachem  of  the  iMohawk  tribe,  we 
have  left  it  to  you  to  direct  the  address  to  him,  in  such  way  as  you  may 
think  proper. 

ft  Hand  that. It 
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Brothers  : — We,  the  delegates  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  province  of 
the  Massachusetts  Bay,  being  come  together,  to  consider  what  may  be  best 
for  you  and  ourselves  to  do  in  order  to  get  ourselves  rid  of  those  hard- 
ships which  we  feel  and  fear,  have  thought  it  our  duty  to  tell  you,  our 
good  brothers,  what  our  fathers  in  Great  Britain  have  done  and  threaten 
to  do  with  us. 

Brothers: — you  have  heard  how  our  fathers  were  obliged,  by  the  cru- 
elty of  their  brethren,  to  leave  their  country ;  how  they  crossed  the 
great  lake  and  came  here  ;  how  they  purchased  this  land  with  their  own 
money,  and  how,  since  that  time,  they,  and  wc,  their  sons  and  grand- 
sons, have  built  our  houses,  and  cut  down  the  trees,  and  cleared  and 
improved  the  land,  at  their  and  our  own  expense  ;  how  we  have  fought 
for  them,  and  conquered  Canada  and  a  great  many  other  places,  which 
they  have  had,  and  have  not  paid  us  for  ;  after  all  which,  and  many  other 
troubles,  we  thought  we  had  reason  to  hope,  that  they  would  be  kind 
to  us,  and  allow  us  to  enjoy  ourselves,  and  sit  in  our  own  houses,  and 
eat  onr  own  victuals  in  peace  and  quiet ;  but,  alas !  our  brotiiers,  wc 
are  greatly  distressed,  and  we  will  tell  you  our  grief,  for  you,  as  well 
as  we,  are  in  g^reat  danger. 

Brothers: — our  fathers  in  Great  Britain  tell  us,  our  land,  and  houses, 
and  cattle,  and  money,  are  not  our  own  ;  that  we,  ourselves,  are  not 
our  own  men,  but  their  servants ;  they  have  endeavored  to  take  away 
our  money  without  our  leave,  and  have  sent  their  great  vessels  and  a 
great  many  warriors  for  that  purpose. 

Brothers  : — we  used  to  send  our  vessels  on  the  great  lake,  whereby  we 
were  able  to  get  clothes  and  what  we  needed  for  ourselves  and  you  ; 
but  such  has  lately  been  their  conduct,  that  we  cannot ;  they  have  told 
us,  we  shall  have  no  more  guns,  no  powder  to  use  and  kill  our  wolves 
and  other  game,  nor  to  send  to  you,  for  you  to  kill  your  victuals  with, 
and  to  get  skins  to  trade  with  us,  to  buy  you  blankets,  and  what  you 
want.  How  can  you  live  without  powder  and  guns  1  But  we  hope  to 
supj)ly  you  soon  with  both  of  our  own  making. 

Brothers: — they  have  made  a  law  to  establish  the  religion  of  the  pope 
in  Canada,  which  lies  so  near  you.  We  much  fear  some  of  your  chil- 
dren may  be  induced,  instead  of  worsliipping  the  only  true  God,  to  pay 
his  due  to  images  made  with  their  own  hands. 

Brothers : — these  and  many  other  hardships  we  are  threatened  with, 
which,  no  doubt,  in  the  end,  will  equally  affect  you ;  for  the  same  rea- 
son they  would  get  our  lands,  they  will  take  away  yours.  All  we  want 
is,  that  we  and  you  may  enjoy  that  liberty  and  security,  which  we  have 
a  right  to  enjoy,  and  that  we  may  not  lose  tiiat  good  land  which  en- 
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ables  us  to  feed  our  wives  and  children  ;  we  think  it  our  duty  to  inform 
you  of  our  danger,  and  desire  you  to  give  notice  to  all  your  kindred  ; 
and  as  we  |lmuch|l  fear  they  will  attempt  to  cut  our  throats,  and  if  you 
should  allow  them  to  do  that,  there  will  nobody  remain  to  keep  them 
from  you,  we  therefore  earnestly  desire  you  to  whet  your  hatchet  and 
be  prepared  with  us  to  defend  our  liberties  and  lives. 

Brothers : — we  humbly  beseech  that  God,  who  lives  above  and  does 
what  is  right  here  below,  to  enlighten  your  minds  to  see  that  you  ought 
llto  endeavor  1 1  to  prevent  our  fathers  from  bringing  those"  miseries  upon 
us,  and  to  his  good  providence  we  commend  you. 

The  committee  appointed  to  draught  rules  for  the  army,  &,c.,  again 
reported ;  recommitted  to  bring  in  the  form  of  two  oaths. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Wed>'f.sday,  April  5, 1775,  A,  M. 
The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  rules  and  regulations  for  the 
Massachusetts  army,  having  brought  in  the  form  of  two  oaths  as  direct- 
ed, the  report  in  whole  [was  read]  and  passed,  and  is  as  followeth : 

\\ly  Pkovi>-cial  Congress,  Concord,  April  5,  1775.1| 
Whereas,  the  lust  of  power,  which  of  old  oppressed,  persecuted,  and 
exiled  our  pious  and  virtuous  ancestors  from  their  fair  possessions  in 
Britain,  now  pursues  with  ten  fold  severity,  us,  their  guiltless  children, 
who  are  unjustly  and  wickedly  charged  with  licentiousness,  sedition, 
treason,  and  rebellion;  and  being  deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the 
almost  incredible  fatigues  and  hardships  our  venerable  progenitors  en- 
countered, who  fled  from  oppression  for  the  sake  of  civil  and  religious 
liberty,  for  themselves  and  their  otTspring,  and  began  a  settlement  here 
on  bare  creation,  at  their  own  expense ;  and  having  seriously  consider- 
ed the  duty  we  owe  to  God,  to  the  memory  of  such  invincible  worthies, 
to  the  king,  to  Great  Britain,  our  coiuitry,  ourselves,  and  posterity,  do 
think  it  our  indispensable  duty,  by  all  lawful  ways  and  means,  in  our 
power,  to  recover,  maintain,  defend,  and  preserve,  the  free  exercise  of 
all  those  civil  and  religious  rights  and  liberties,  for  which  many 
of  our  forefathers  fought,  bled,  and  died,  and  to  hand  them  down  en- 
tire, for  the  free  enjoyment  of  the  latest  posterity  ;  and  whereas,  the 
keeping  a  standing  army  in  any  of  these  colonies  in  times  of  peace, 
without  the  consent  of  the  legislature  of  that  colony  in  which  such 
army  is  kept,  is  against  law;  and  whereas,  such  an  army,  with  a  large 
naval  force,  is  now  placed  in  the  town  and  harbor  of  Boston,  for  the 
purpose  of  subjecting  us  to  the  power  of  the  British  parliament :  and. 
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whereas,  we  are  frequently  told  by  the  tools  of  administration,  dupes 
to  ministerial  usurpation,  that  Great  Britain  will  not,  in  any  degree, 
relax  in  her  measures,  until  we  acknowledge  her  "  right  of  mak- 
ing laws  binding  upon  us  in  all  cases  whatever;"  and  that,  if 
we  refuse  by  our  denial  of  her  claim,  the  dispute  must  be  decid- 
ed by  arms ;  in  which,  it  is  said  by  our  enemies,  we  shall  have 
no  chance,  being  undisciplined,  cowards,  disobedient,  impatient  of 
command,  and  possessed  of  that  spirit  of  HievellingiJ  which  admits  of  no 
order,  subordination,  rule  or  government;  and,  whereas,  llfrom|l  the 
ministerial  army  and  fleet  now  at  Boston,  the  large  reeuforcement  of 
troops  expected,  the  late  circular  letters  to  the  governors  upon  the 
continent,  the  general  tenor  of  intelligence  from  Great  Britain,  and  the 
hostile  preparations  making  here;  as  also,  from  the  threats  and  repeat- 
ed insults  of  our  enemies,  in  the  capital  town,  we  have  reason  to  ap- 
prehend, that  the  sudden  destruction  of  this  province  is  in  contempla- 
tion, if  not  determined  upon;  >  , 

And,  whereas,  the  great  law  of  self-preservation  may  suddenly  re- 
quire our  raising  and  keeping  an  army  of  observation  and  detV'iice,  in 
order  to  prevent  or  repel  any  farther  attempts  to  H'^enforcejl  the  late 
cruel  and  oppressive  acts  of  the  British  parliament,  which  are  evident- 
ly designed  to  subject  us  and  the  whole  continent  to  the  most  ignomini- 
ous slavery;  and,  whereas,  in  case  of  raising  and  keeping  such  an  ar- 
my, it  will  be  necessary  that  the  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  same,  be 
fully  acquainted  with  their  duty,  and  that  the  articles,  rules,  and  regu- 
lations thereof,  be  made  as  plain  as  possible ;  and  having  great  confi- 
dence in  the  honor  and  public  virtue  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony, 
that  they  will  readily  obey  the  officers,  chosen  by  themselves,  and  will 
cheerfully  do  their  duty  when  known,  without  any  such  severe  articles 
and  rules,  (except  in  capital  cases,)  and  cruel  punishments  as  are  usu- 
ally practised  in  standing  armies ;  and  will  submit  to  all  such  rules  and 
regulations  as  are  founded  in  reason,  honor  and  virtue:  it  is  therefore, 
Ji<>o!rr(I,  that  the  following  articles,  rules,  and  regulations  for  the  ar- 
my, that  may  be  raised  for  the  defence  and  security  of  our  lives,  liber- 
ties, and  estates,  be,  and  hereby  are,  earnestly  recommended  to  be 
strictly  adhered  to  by  all  officers,  soldiers,  and  others  concerned,  as 
they  regard  their  own  honor  and  the  public  good. 

Art.  1.  All  officers  and  soldiers,  not  having  just  impediment, 
shall  diligently  frequent  divine  service  and  sermon,  in  the  places  ap- 
pointed for  the  assembling  of  the  regiment,  troop,  or  company,  to  which 


a  j|reveHin^.|| 
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they  belong,  and  such  as  Millully  absent  themselves,  or,  being  present, 
behave  indecently  or  irreverently,  shnll,  if  commissioned  officers,  [be] 
brought  before  a  regimental  court  martial,  there  to  be  publicly  and  se- 
verely reprimanded  by  the  president ;  if  non  commissioned  officers  or 
soldiers,  every  person  so  olfending  shall,  for  his  first  offence,  forfeit  one 
shilling,  to  be  deducted  out  of  his  wages ;  for  the  second  offence,  he 
shall  not  only  forfeit  one  shilling,  but  be  confined  twenty-four  hours  ; 
and  for  every  like  offence  [after,]  shall  suffer  and  pay  in  like  manner; 
which  money  so  forfeited,  shall  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the  sick  sol- 
diers of  the  troop  or  company  to  which  the  offender  belongs. 

Art.  2.  Whatsoever  non  commissioned  officer  or  soldier  shall  use 
any  unlawful  oath  or  execration,  >linll  incur  the  penalties  expressed  in 
the  il^firstjl  article;  and  if  a  connnissioned  officer  be  thus  guilty  of  pro- 
fane cursing  and  swearing,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  each  and  every 
such  offence  four  shillings,  lawful  money. 

Art.  3.  Any  officer  or  soldier  who  shall  behave  himself  with  contempt 
or  disrespect  toward  the  general  or  generals,  or  commanders  in  cliief 
of  the  Massachusetts  forces,  or  shall  speak  words  tending  to  his  or 
their  hurt  or  dishonor,  shall  be  punished,  according  to  the  nature  of  his 
offence,  by  the  judgment  of  a  general  court  martial.^ 

Art.  4.  Any  officer  or  soldier,  who  shall  begin,  excite,  cause,  jj^or 
join  in  anyH  mutiny  or  sedition,  in  the  regiment,  troop,  or  company, 
to  which  he  belongs,  or  in  any  other  regiment,  troop,  or  company  of 
the  Massachusetts  forces,  either  by  land  or  sea,  or  in  any  party,  post, 
detachment,  or  guard,  on  any  pretence  whatever,  shall  suffer  such  pun- 
ishment as  by  a  general  court  martial  shall  be  ordered. 

Art.  5.  Any  officer,  non  commissioned  otficer,  or  soldier,  who,  be- 
ing present  at  any  mutiny  or  sedition,  does  not  use  his  utmost  endeav- 
ors to  suppress  the  same,  or,  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  any  mutiny, 
does  not,  without  delay,  give  information  thereof  to  his  commanding 
officer^  shall  be  punished  by  order  of  a  general  court  martial,  accord- 
ing to  the  nature  of  his  offence. 

Art.  6.  Any  officer  or  soldier,  who  shall  strike  his  superior  officer, 
or  draw,  or  offer  to  draw,  [his  sword,]  or  shall  lift  up  any  weapon,  or 
offer  any  violence  against  him,  being  in  the  execution  of  his  office,  on 
any  pretence  whatever,  or  shall  disobey  any  lawful  commands  of  his 
superior  officer,  shall  suffer  such  punishment,  as  shall,  according  to 
the  nature  of  his  offence,  be  ordered  by  the  sentence  of  a  general  court 
martial. 

a  ||prcceding.||  b  jjany  mutiny,  or  aedition,  or  join  in  such.lj 

(1)  In  the  copy,  the  third  article  is  numhored  fi)urth,  and  the  fourth  article  inserted  in  the  place  of 
the  third. 


1775.]  SECOND  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS. 


1-23 


Art.  7.  Any  nou  commissioned  officer  or  soldier,  who  shall  desert, 
or  without  leave  from  his  commanding  otlicer,  absent  himself,  from  the 
troop  or  company  to  which  he  belongs,  or  from  any  detachment  of  the 
same,  shall,  upon  being  convicted  thereof,  be  punished,  according  to 
the  nature  of  his  offence,  at  the  discretion  of  a  general  court  martial  . 

Art.  8.  Whatever  officer  or  soldier  shall  be  convicted  of  having  ad- 
vised, or  persuaded  any  other  officer  or  soldier  to  desert,  shall  sutfer 
such  punishment  as  shall  be  ordered  by  the  sentence  of  a  general  court 
martial. 

Art.  9.  All  officers,  of  what  condition  soever,  shall  have  power  to 
part  and  quell  all  quarrels,  frays,  and  disorders,  though  the  persons 
concerned  should  belong  to  another  regiment,  troop,  or  company,  and 
order  officers  to  be  arrested,  or  non  commissioned  officers  or  soldiers 
to  be  confined,  and  imprisoned,  till  their  proper  superior  officers  can 
be  made  acquainted  therewith ;  and  whoever  shall  refuse  to  obey  such 
officer,  though  of  an  inferior  rank,  or  shall  draw  his  sword  upon  him, 
shall  be  punished  at  the  discretion  of  a  general  court  martial. 

Art.  10.  No  olncer  or  soldier  shall  use  any  reproachftd  or  provok- 
ing speeches  or  gestures;  nor  shall  presume  to  send  a  challenge  to  any 
person  to  fight  a  duel  ;  IPHand  whoever  shall  knowingly  and  willingly 
suffer  any  person  whatsoever,  to  go  forth  to  fight  a  duel ;  jj^or  shall 
second,  promote,  or  carry  any  challenge,  j]  shall  be  deemed  as  a  princi- 
pal ;  and  whatsoever  officer  or  soldier  shall  upbraid  another  for  refus- 
ing a  challenge,  shall  be  considered  as  a  challenger ;  and  all  such  of- 
fenders in  any  of  these  or  the  like  cases,  shall  be  punished  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  a  general  court  martial. 

Art.  11.  Every  officer,  commanding  in  quarters  or  on  a  march,  shall 
keep  good  order,  and,  to  the  utmost  of  his  power,  redress  all  such  abuses 
or  disorders,  which  may  be  committed  to  any  officer  or  soldier  under 
his  command;  if,  upon  any  complaint  made  to  him  of  officers  or 
soldiers  H'beatingH  or  otherwise  ill  treating  any  person,  or  of  commit- 
ting any  kind  of  riots,  to  the  disquieting  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  con- 
tinent, he,  the  said  commander,  shall  refuse  or  omit  to  see  justice 
done  to  the  offender  or  offenders,  and  reparation  made  to  the  par- 
ty or  parties  injured,  as  soon  as  the  offender's  wages  shall  enable  him 
or  them,  [he]  shall,  upon  due  proof  thereof,  be  punished,  as  ordered  by  a 
general  court  martial,  in  such  manner,  as  if  he  himself  had  committed 
the  crimes  or  disorders  complained  of. 

Art.  1-2.  If  any  officer  should  think  himself  to  be  wronged  by  his 


a  ||nor  shall  second,  promote,  or  carry  any  challenj^clj 
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colonel  or  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment,  and  shall,  upon  due 
application  made  to  him,  be  refused  to  be  redressed,  he  may  complain 
to  the  general  or  commander  in  chief  of  the  Massachusetts  forces,  in 
order  to  obtain  justice,  who  is  hereby  required  to  examine  into  the  com- 
plaint and  see  that  justice  be  done. 

Art.  13.  If  any  inferior  officer  or  soldier  shall  think  himself  wronged 
by  his  captain  or  other  officer  commanding  the  troop  or  company  to  which 
he  belongs,  he  is  to  complain  thereof  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
regiment,  who  is  hereby  required  to  summon  a  regimental  court  mar- 
tial for  the  doing  justice  to  the  H^complainant  ;]1  from  which  regimental 
court  martial,  either  party  may,  if  he  thinks  himself  still  aggrieved, 
appeal  to  a  general  court  martial ;  but  if,  upon  a  second  hearing,  the 
appeal  shall  appear  to  be  vexatious  and  groundless,  the  person  so  ap- 
pealing shall  be  punished  at  the  discretion  of  a  general  court  martial. 

Art  14.  Whatsoever  non  commissioned  officer  or  soldier  shall  be 
convicted  at  a  regimental  court  martial,  of  having  sold,  or  designedly, 
or  through  neglect,  wasted  the  ammunition,  arms,  or  provisions,  or 
other  military  stores  delivered  out  to  him  to  be  .employed  in  the  ser- 
vice of  this  colony,  shall,  if  an  officer,  be  reduced  to  a  private  sentinel, 
and,  if  a  private  soldier,  shall  suffer  such  punishment  as  shall  be  order- 
ed by  a  regimental  court  martial. 

Art.  15.  All  non  commissioned  officers  or  soldiers,  who  shall  be 
found  one  mile  from  the  camp,  without  leave  in  writing  from  their  com- 
manding officer,  shall  suffer  such  j)unishment  as  shall  be  inflicted  on 
him  or  them,  by  the  sentence  of  a  regimental  court  martial. 

Art.  16.  No  officer  or  soldier  shall  H^iejl  out  of  his  quarters,  or 
camp,  without  leave  from  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment,  upon 
penalty  of  being  punished,  according  to  the  nature  of  his  offence,  by 
order  of  a  regimental  court  niartial. 

Art.  17.  Every  non  commissioned  officer  and  soldier  shall  retire  to 
his  quarters,  or  tent,  at  the  beating  the  retreat ;  in  default  of  which,  he 
shall  be  punished,  according  to  the  nature  of  his  offence,  by  order  of 
the  commanding  officer. 

Art.  is.  No  officer,  non  commissioned  officer,  or  soldier,  shall  fail 
of  repairing,  at  the  time  fixed,  to  the  place  of  parade,  of  exercise,  or 
other  rendezvous,  appointed  by  the  commanding  officer,  if  not  prevent- 
ed by  sickness  or  some  other  evident  necessity;  or  shall  go  from  the 
said  place  of  rendezvous,  or  from  his  guard,  without  leave  from  his 
commanding  officer,  before  he  shall  be  regularly  dismissed,  or  relieved, 
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on  penalty  of  being  punished,  according  to  the  nature  of  his  offence, 
by  the  sentence  of  a  regimental  court  martial. 

Art.  19.  Whatsoever  commissioned  officer  shall  be  found  drunk 
upon  his  guard,  party,  or  Other  duty  under  arms,  shall  be  cashiered  for 
it;  any  non  commissioned  officer  or  soldier  so  offending,  shall  suffer 
such  punishment  as  shall  be  ordered  by  the  sentence  of  a  regimental 
court  martial. 

Art.  20.  Whatever  sentinel  shall  be  found  sleeping  upon  his  post, 
or  shall  leave  it  before  he  shall  be  regularly  relieved,  shall  suffer  such 
punishment  as  shall  be  ordered  by  the  sentence  of  a  general  court 
martial. 

Art.  21.  Any  person  belonging  to  the  Massachusetts  army,  who,  by 
discharging  of  fire-arms,  beating  of  drums,  or  by  any  other  means 
whatever,  shall  occasion  false  alarms  in  camp  or  in  quarters,  shall  suffer 
such  punishment  as  shall  be  ordered  by  the  sentence  of  a  general  court 
martial. 

Art.  2'2.  Any  oflicer  or  soldier  who  shall,  without  urgent  necessity, 
or  without  leave  of  his  superior  officer,  quit  his  phitoon  or  division, 
shall  be  punished,  according  to  the  nature  of  his  offence,  by  the  sen- 
tence of  a  regimental  court  martial. 

Art.  23.  No  officer  or  soldier  shall  do  violence,  or  offer  any  insult 
or  abuse,  to  any  person  who  shall  bring  provisions  or  other  necessaries 
to  the  camp  or  quarters,  of  the  Massachusetts  army;  any  officer  or  sol- 
dier so  offending,  shall,  upon  complaint  being  made  to  the  command- 
ing officer,  suffer  such  punishment  as  shall  be  ordered  by  a  regimental 
court  martial. 

Art.  24.  ^Vhatever  officer  or  soldier  shall  shamefully  abandon  any 
post  committed  to  his  charge,  or  shall  speak  words  inducing  others  to 
do  the  like,  in  time  of  an  engagement,  shall  suffer  death  immediately. 

Art.  25.  Any  person  belonging  to  the  INIassachusetts  army,  who 
shall  make  known  the  watchword  to  any  person,  who  is  not  entitled  to 
receive  it  according  to  the  rules  and  discipline  of  war,  or  shall  presume 
to  give  a  parol  or  watchword  dilTerent  from  what  he  received,  shall  suf- 
fer death,  or  such  other  punishment  as  shall  be  ordered  by  a  general 
court  martial. 

Art.  26.  Whosoever,  belonging  to  the  Massachusetts  army,  shall 
relieve  the  enemy  with  money,  victuals,  or  ammunition,  or  shall  know- 
ingly harbor  and  protect  an  enemy,  shall  suffer  such  punishment,  as,  by 
a  general  court  martial,  shall  be  ordered. 

Art.  27.  Whosoever,  belonging  to  the  Massachusetts  army,  shall  be 
convicted  of  holding  correspondence  with,  or  giving  intelligence  to 


126 


SECOx\D  PROVINCIAL  COxNGRESS.       [April  5,  ^ 


the  enemy,  eitlier  directly  or  indirectly,  shall  suffer  such  punishment 
as,  by  a  general  court  martial,  shall  be  ordered. 

Art.  28.  All  public  stores,  taken  in  the  enemy's  camp,  whether  of 
artillery,  ammunition,  clothinfr,  or  provisions,  shall  be  secured  for  the 
use  of  the  Massachusetts  colony. 

Art.  29.  If  any  officer  or  soldier  shall  leave  his  post  or  colors,  in 
time  of  an  engagement,  to  go  in  search  of  plunder,  he  shall,  upon  be- 
ing convicted  thereof  before  a  general  court  martial,  suffer  such  pun- 
ishment as,  by  said  court  martial,  shrdl  be  ordered. 

Art.  30.  If  any  connnaiider  of  any  post,  entrenchment  or  fortress, 
shall  be  compelled,  by  the  otlicers  or  soldiers  under  his  command,  to 
give  it  up  to  the  enemy,  or  to-  abandon  it,  the  commissioned  ofhcers  or 
soldiers,  who  shall  be  convicted  of  having  so  offended,  shall  cutfer 
death,  or  such  other  puni.-lmicnt  as  may  be  inflicted  upon  them  by  the 
sentence  of  a  general  court  martial. 

Art.  31.  All  li'sutlersjl  and  retailers  to  a  camp,  and  all  persons 
whatsoever  serving;  with  the  Massachusetts  army,  in  the  field,  though 
not  ll'^enliste'ljl  soldiers,  are  to  l.^e  subject  to  the  articles,  rules  and  regu- 
lations of  the  Massachusetts  army. 

Art.  32.  No  general  court  martial  shall  consist  of  a  less  number 
than  thirteen,  none  of  which  sIkiII  bounder  the  degree  of  a  field  ofhcer; 
and  the  president  of  each  and  every  court  martial,  whether  general  or 
regimental,  shall  have  ])Owcr  to  administer  an  oath  to  every  witness  in 
order  to  the  trial  of  otfendcrs;  and  the  members  of  all  courts  martial 
shall  be  duly  sworn  by  the  president;  and  the  next  in  rank  on  the  court 
martial,  shall  administer  the  oath  to  the  president. 

Art.  33.  The  members  both  of  general  and  regimental  courts  mar- 
tial shall,  when  belonging  to  dilTerent  corps,  take  the  same  rank  which 
they  hold  in  the  army ;  but  when  courts  martial  shall  be  composed  of 
officers  of  one  corps,  they  shall  take  ||'their  ranksjj  according  to  their 
commissions,  by  which  they  are  mustered  in  the  said  corps. 

Art.  34.  All  the  members  of  :i  court  martial  are  to  behave  with 
calmness,  decency  and  impartiality;  and  in  the  giving  of  their  votes, 
arc  to  begin  with  the  youngest,  or  lowest  in  commission. 

Art.  555.  No  field  officer  sh  all  be  tried  by  any  person  under  the  de- 
gree of  a  captain  ;  nor  shall  any  proceeding  or  trial  be  carried  on,  ex- 
cepting between  the  hours  of  eight  in  the  morning  and  three  in  the 
afternoon,  except  in  cases  which  re(iuire  an  immediate  example. 

Art.  36.  The  commissioned  olKcers  of  every  regiment  may,  by  the 
appointment  of  their  colonel  or  commanding  officer,  hold  regimental 
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courts  martial  for  the  inquiring  into  such  disputes  or  criminal  matters 
as  may  come  before  them,  and  for  the  indicting  corporal  punishment  for 
small  offences,  and  shall  give  judgment  by  the  majority  of  voices;  but 
no  sentence  shall  be  executed,  tdl  the  commanding  oificer,  not  being  a 
member  of  the  court  martial,  shall  have  confirmed  the  same. 

Art.  37.  No  regimental  court  martial  shall  consist  of  less  than  five 
officers,  excepting  in  cases  when  that  number  cannot  be  conveniently 
assembled,  when  three  may  be  sufficient :  who  are  likewise  to  deter- 
mine upon  the  sentence,  by  the  majority  of  voices ;  which  sentence  is 
to  be  confirmed  by  the  commanding  officer,  not  being  a  member  of  the 
court  martial. 

Art.  38.  Any  officer  commanding  in  forts,  castles,  or  barracks,  or 
elsewhere,  where  the  corps  under  his  command  consists  of  detach- 
ments from  different  regiments,  or  of  independent  companies,  may 
assemble  courts  martial,  for  the  trial  of  olTeuders  in  tlic  same  manner, 
as  if  they  were  regimental  ;  whose  sentence  is  not  to  be  executed  till 
it  shall  be  confirmed  by  the  said  commanding  otlicer. 

Art.  39.  No  person  whatsoever  shall  use  menacing  words,  signs,  or 
gestures  in  the  presence  of  a  court  martial,  then  sitting,  or  shall  cause 
any  disorder  or  riot,  so  as  to  disturb  their  proceeding,  on  penalty  of 
being  punished  at  the  discretion  of  said  court  martial. 

Art.  40.  To  the  end  that  offenders  may  be  brought  to  justice,  when- 
ever any  officer  or  soldier  shall  commit  a  crime  deserving  punishment, 
he  shall,  by  his  commanding  officer,  if  an  officer,  be  put  in  arrest;  if 
a  non  commissioned  officer  or  soldier,  be  imprisoned  ;  till  he  shall  be 
either  tried  by  a  court  martial,  or  shall  be  lawfully  discharged  by  pro- 
per authority. 

Art.  41.  No  officer  or  soldier  who  shall  be  put  in  arrest  or  impri- 
sonment, shall  continue  in  his  confinement  more  than  eight  days,  or 
till  such  time  as  a  court  martial  can  be  conveniently  assembled. 

Art.  4'2.  No  otTicer  commanding  a  guard,  or  provost  martial,  shall 
refuse  to  receive  or  keep  any  prisoner  committed  to  his  charge  by  any 
officer  belonging  to  the  Massachusetts  forces;  which  officer  shall, 
[with  the  prisoner]  at  the  same  time,  deliver  an  account  in  writing, 
signed  by  himself,  of  the  crimes  with  which  the  said  prisoner  is 
charged. 

Art.  43.  No  officer  commanding  a  guard,  or  provost  martial,  shall 
presume  to  release  any  prisoner  committed  to  his  charge,  without  pro- 
per authority  for  so  doing  ;  nor  shall  he  suffer  any  prisoner  to  escape, 
on  the  penalty  of  being  punished  for  it,  by  the  sentence  of  a  general 
court  martial. 
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Art.  44.  Every  ofiicer  or  provost  martial,  to  whose  charge  prisoners 
shall  be  committed,  is  hereby  required,  within  twenty-four  hours  of 
such  confinement,  or  as  soon  as  he  shall  be  j|*relieved||  from  his  guard, 
to  give  in  writing,  to  HHhejj  colonel  of  the  regiment,  to  whom  the  pri- 
soner belongs,  where  the  prisoner  is  confined  upon  the  guard  belong- 
ing to  the  said  regiment,  and  ["where]  his  offence  only  relates  to  the 
neglect  of  duty  in  his  own  corps  :  or,  to  the  commander  in  chief,  their 
names,  their  crimes,  and  the  names  of  the  officers,  who  committed 
them,  on  the  penalty  of  his  bciuLr  punished  for  his  disobedience  or 
neglect  at  the  discretion  of  a  general  court  martial. 

Art.  45.  And  if  any  officer  under  arrest  shall  leave  his  confinement 
before  he  is  set  at  liberty  by  the  otlicer  who  confined  him,  or  by  a  su- 
perior power,  he  sliall  be  cashiered  for  it. 

Art.  46.  Whatsoever  commissioned  ofiicer  shall  be  convicted  before 
a  general  court  martial,  of  behaving  in  a  scandalous,  infamous  man- 
ner, such  as  is  unbecoming  an  oificcr  and  a  gentleman,  shall  be  dis- 
charcred  from  the  service. 

o 

Art.  47.  All  officers,  conductors,  gunners,  matrosses,  drivers,  or 
any  other  persons  whatever,  receiving  pay  or  hire  in  the  service  of  the 
Massachusetts  artillery,  shall  be  governed  by  the  aforesaid  rules  and 
articles,  and  shall  be  subject  to  be  tried  by  courts  martial  in  like  man- 
ner with  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  ^Massachusetts  troops. 

Art.  4S.  For  differences  arising  amongst  themselves,  or  in  matters 
relating  solely  to  their  own  corps,  the  courts  martial  may  be  composed 
of  their  own  officers ;  but  where  a  number  sufficient  cannot  be  assem- 
bled, or  in  matters  wherein  other  corps  are  interested,  the  otlicers  of 
artillery  shall  sit  in  courts  martial  with  the  officers  of  the  other 
corps. 

Art.  49.  All  crimes  not  capit;d,  and  all  disorders  and  neglects,  which 
ofiicers  and  soldiers  may  be  guilty  of,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order 
and  military  discipline,  though  not  mentioned  in  the  articles  of  war, 
are  to  be  taken  cocrnizance  of  bv  a  ofeneral  or  reorimental  court  mar- 
tial,  according  to  the  nature  and  degree  of  the  offence,  and  be  punish- 
ished  at  their  discretion. 

Art.  50.  No  court  martial  shall  order  any  offender  to  be  whipped  or 
receive  more  than  thirty-nine  stripes  for  any  one  offence. 

Art.  51.  The  field  officers  of  each  and  every  regiment,  are  to  ap- 
point some  suitable  person  belonging  to  such  regiment,  to  receive  all 
such  fines  as  may  arise  within  the  same,  for  any  breach  of  any  of  tlie 
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foregoing  articles,  and  shall  direct  the  same  to  be  carefully  and  pro- 
perly applied  to  the  relief  of  such  sick,  wounded,  or  necessitous  sol- 
diers as  belong  to  such  regiment,  and  such  person  shall  account  with 
such  officer  for  all  fines  received  and  the  application  thereof. 

Art.  52.  All  members  sitting  in  courts  martial,  shall  be  sworn  by 
the  president  of  said  courts,  which  president  shall  himself  be  sworn  by 
the  officer  in  said  court  next  in  rank  ;  the  oaths  to  be  administered 
previous  to  their  proceeding  to  the  trial  of  any  offender,  [to  be]  in 
form  following  : — You  A  B  swear,  that  you  will  well  and  truly  try  and 
impartially  determine  the  cause  of  the  prisoner  now  to  be  tried,  ac- 
cording to  the  rules  for  regulating  the  Massachusetts  army.  So  help 
you  God. 

Art.  53.  All  persons,  called  to  give  evidence  in  any  case  before  a 
court  martial,  who  shall  refuse  to  give  evidence,  shall  be  punished  for 
such  refusal,  at  the  discretion  of  such  court  martial.  Tlie  oath  to  be 
administered  in  the  form  following  : — You  swear,  the  evidence  you 
shall  give,  in  the  case  in  hearing,  sliall  be  the  truth,  the  whole  truth, 
imd  nothing  but  the  truth.    So  help  you  God. 

llesolved,  Th^it  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Northfield  be  desired, 
in  consideration  of  the  bodily  indisposition  of  their  present  member, 
Mr.  Ebenezer  Jones,  which  prevents  his  attendance,  to  add  one  other 
member  to  him,  in  order  that  their  town  may  be  represented  in  Con- 
gress, who  are  very  desirous  that  the  wisdom  of  the  province  may  be 
collected  at  this  critical  juncture  of  our  public  affairs. 

The  committee,  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  application 
of  the  committee  from  Boston,  and  others,  reported  that  the  papers 
lie  on  the  table  for  farther  consideration  at  some  future  day. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Afternoon. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  on  the  state  of  the  province  be  di- 
rected to  sit. 

Congress  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  ten  o'clock. 

Thursday,  April  6, 1775,  A. 
[On]  an  application  from  the  committees  of  inspection  of  Taunton,  and 
all  the  other  towns  in  the  county  of  Bristol,  setting  forth  that  General 
Gage  had  applied  to  five  justices  in  said  county,  to  provide  quarters 
for  two  hundred  of  his  majesty's  troops,  which  may  be  sent  to  the 
town  of  Freetown  :    {{"W  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Murray,  Doct.  Gunn,  Col. 
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Poraeroy,  Col.  Cushing,  Mr.  Freeman,  Capt.  Holmes  and  Mr.  Watson, 
be  a  committee  to  take  the  said  application  into  consideration  and  re- 
port thereon. 

||Congressl|  adjourned  till  twelve  o'clock  at  noon. 

Met  and  adjourned  to  four  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Afteruoon. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  application 
[from]  all  the  towns  in  the  county  of  Bristol,  reported ;  [the  report 
was]  amended  and  passed  unanimously,  and  is  as  followeth  : 

Gentlemen  : — Your  very  interesting  letter  of  the  fourth  instant,  di- 
rected to  the  president,  has  been  early  laid  before  us.  Heartily  alfected 
with  the  matters  it  contains,  this  Congress  resolved  on  the  immediate 
consideration  of  it.  The  part  acted  by  Col.  Gilbert  respecting  the  com- 
mon cause  of  America,  since  the  commencement  of  its  public  troubles, 
is  sufficiently  consonant  to  the  tenor  of  his  ordinary  conduct,  so  far  as 
it  has  been  the  object  of  public  observation  ;  and  leaves  no  American 
room  to  hesitate  in  pronouncing  him  an  inveterate  enemy  to  his  coun- 
try, to  reason,  justice,  and  the  common  rights  of  mankind;  and,  there- 
fore, whoever  has  knowingly  esj)Oused  his  cause,'  or  taken  up  arms  for 
its  support,  does,  in  common  with  himself,  deserve  to  be  instantly  cut 
off  from  the  benefit  of  commerce  with,  or  countenance  of,  any  friend 
of  virtue,  America,  or  the  human  race. 

This  Congress  cannot  but  rejoice  in  the  satisfactory  evidence  they 
have  of  the  patrioti.=^m  and  public  spirit  of  the  county  of  Bristol,  and 
the  vigilance  of  its  inhabitants  over  the  manoeuvres  of  the  incendia- 
ries among  them  ;  we  are  much  pleased  with  their  joint  readiness,  for 
their  most  vigorous  exertions  jn  their  country's  cause,  and  earnestly 
hope  that  their  preparations  will  be  pursued  with  unabated  zeal,  as  the 
known  resolutions  of  our  public  enemies,  have,  at  last,  necessitated 
the  contemplation  of  a  plan  of  general  defence,  in  support  of  which, 
the  spirit  and  prowess  of  the  county  of  Bristol  may  very  soon  be  called 
up  to  the  view  of  mankind. 

We  earnestly  recommend  it  to  you,  gentlemen,  as  guardians  of  the 
public  interest,  to  exert  yourselves,  that  the  militia,  and  especially  the 
minute  men  of  your  county,  be  found  in  the  best  posture  of  defence, 
whenever  any  exigence  may  require  this  aid ;  but  the  plans  laid  for 
tlie  general  good  oblige  us  to  request  that  whatever  patience  and  for- 
bearance it  may  require  for  the  present,  you  would  act  on  the  defen- 
sive only,  until  the  further  direction  of  this  Congress. 

And,  therefore,  though  we  could  wish  that  a  particular  account  of 
the  conduct  of  Col.  Gilbert  and  his  adherents,  as  well  as  of  the  king's 
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troops,  whilst  stationed  among  you,  might  be  taken  on  sufficient  evi- 
dence in  pcrpetuam  ret  memoriam,  yet  we  could  not  advise  to  any  meas- 
ures, either  with  respect  to  said  Gilbert  and  his  banditti,  or  the  king's 
troops,  that  our  enemies  might  plausibly  interpret  as  a  commencement 
of  hostilities. 

This  Congress,  however,  are  clearly  of  opinion,  that,  whatever  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  or  other  person  in  the  county  of  Bristol,  shall  be 
active  in  providing  quarters,  or  other  supplies,  for  the  said  troops,  or 
any  others  sent  in  like  manner,  will  be  considered  by  all  America  as 
aiding  and  assisting  in  the  execution  of  the  [acts  of  the]  British  par- 
liament, against  which,  as  fundamentally  destructive  of  the  most  inval- 
uable rights  and  privileges  of  the  colonies,  America  has  unitedly  re- 
monstrated. 

In  Provincial  Congress,  Concord,  April  6,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  be  signed  by  the  president,  in  behalf 
of  the  Congress,  and  sent  to  the  committees  of  inspection  of  the 
county  of  Bristol. 

Ordered,  That  the  application  from  the  selectmen  of  Billerica,  and 
the  application  from  the  committee  of  correspondence  of  the  town  of 
Boston  and  others, ^  be  again  committed  to  the  committee,  who  had 
them  under  consideration,  and  reported  that  they  lie  on  the  table.  The 
committee  was  ordered  to  sit  immediately. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

(1)  These  applications  related  to  an  outrage  on  a  citizen  of  Billerica,  named  Thomaa  Ditson, 
Jun.  The  story  of  his  wrongs,  which  created  great  sensation,  is  told  in  the  following  narrative 
copied  from  the  Massachusetts  Spy,  March  10,  1775. 

"  The  act  of  tarring  and  feathering  not  repealed.^'' — "  Last  Thursday  morning,  a  countryman 
was  tarred  and  feathered,  and  carried  through  some  of  the  streets,  in  this  town,  by  a  party  of  sol- 
diers, atlended  by  some  otficers.  The  following  is  the  man's  own  deposition  relative  to  that  affair, 
sworn  to  before  a  magistrate  ;  upon  which  we  shall  make  no  remarks,  but  leave  the  public  to  judge 
of  the  conduct  of  some  of  those  who  are  said  to  have  been  sent  among  us  to  preserve  peace  and 
good  order,  and  to  prevent  mobs,  tumults  and  other  unlawful  assemblies." 

I,  Thomas  Ditson,  Jun.,  of  Billerica,  husbandman,  testify  and  declare,  that,  while  walking  in 
For«  itreet,  on  the  8th  of  ^larch,  in  the  afternoon,  I  inquired  of  some  townsmen,  who  had  any 
lo  »ell  ?  one  whom  I  did  not  know,  replied,  he  had  a  very  fine  gun  to  sell.  The  man  appeared 
to  be  a  soldier,  and  I  went  with  him  to  a  house  where  one  was,  whom  the  soldier  called  s«^rgeanl, 
Bnd  »Cf  ing  some  old  clothes  about  the  house,  I  asked  whether  they  sold  such  things  ;  the  sergeant 
replied  that  they  did  frequently.  I  then  asked  his  price  for  an  old  red  coat  ript  to  pieces  ;  he  asked 
6*.  6<1.  sterling ;  but  I  refused  to  give  it.  Then  one  M-Clinchy,  the  soldier  I  met  with  at  first  in 
the  street,  said  he  had  some  old  clothes  to  sell,  and  sent  his  wife  out  after  them  to  a  man  he  called 
a  sergeant,  and  she  soon  brought  an  old  coat  and  an  old  jacket.  I  then  asked  him  if  he  had  any 
right  to  sell  them,  and  the  sergeant  said  that  they  frequently  sold  them,  and  he  would  give  a  writing 
if  I  desired  it,  but  said  there  was  no  occasion.  I  then  bought  the  coat  and  jacket,  and  gave  two 
pistareens,  and  then  put  the  clothes  in  a  bag,  which  I  left  behind  ;  aAer  which  I  went  to  M'Clin- 
chy  to  see  his  gun,  which  he  said  was  a  very  fine  piece.  I  asked  him  if  he  had  any  right  to  sell  it. 
He  replied  he  h'jd,  and  that  the  gun  was  his  to  dispose  of  at  any  time.  I  then  asked  him  whether 
he  thought  the  sentry  would  not  take  it  from  me  at  the  ferry,  as  I  had  heard  that  some  persont  h*d 
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Friday,  April  7, 1775,  A.  M. 
Ordered,  That  Doct.  Warren  and  Doct.  Church  be  added  to  the 
committee  on  the  state  of  the  province. 

had  their  guns  taken  from  them,  but  never  thought  there  was  any  law  against  trading  with  a  sol- 
dier. He  then  told  me  he  had  stood  Hontry,  niid  that  they  frequently  let  them  pass.  He  then 
asked  me  what  I  would  give  him  for  the  gun  7  I  told  him  I  would  give  four  dollars,  if  there  was  no 
lisk  in  carrying  it  over  the  ferry.  He  said  there  was  not,  and  that  1  might  rely  on  his  word.  I 
then  agreed  to  give  four  dollars  for  his  gun,  but  did  not  take  it  nor  pay  the  money  ;  coming  away, 
he  follows  me  down  stairn,  and  says,  tliat  tliere  was  a  sergeant  had  an  old  rusty  piece,  that  he  would 
sell  cheap.  I  asked  him  his  price  ;  he  «iaid  he  would  sell  it  for  one  dollar  and  an  half,  if  I  would 
pay  the  money  down,  and  he  urged  me  to  take  it.  I  then  agreed  to  give  him  said  sum.  His  wife, 
as  be  called  her,  then  came  down,  and  said,  M'Clenchy,  what  are  you  going  to  do,  to  bring  the  man 
into  a  scrape  7  I  then  told  theru,  that  if  there  M-as  any  difficulty,  to  give  me  niy  money  again,  but 
he  refused,  and  replied  his  wife  rnaile  an  oration  for  nothing,  and  that  he  had  a  right  to  sell  his  gUJi 
to  any  body.  1  was  afraid  from  her  speaking  that  there  was  something  not  right  in  it,  and  left  the 
gun,  and  coming  away,  he  followed  me,  and  urged  the  guns  upon  me  ;  I  told  him  I  had  rather  not 
take  them  for  fear  of  what  his  wife  had  said  ;  he  then  declared  there  was  no  danger,  for  he  had 
spoken  to  the  officer  or  sentry,  who  said  he  had  a  right  to  dispose  of  them,  and  urged  me  to  pay 
the  four  dollars  I  had  offered  for  the  guns,  v-hich  I  then  refused,  and  desired  I  might  have  the  one 
and  half  dollar  back  which  I  had  paid  for  the  gun.  fic  refused,  saying  there  was  no  danger,  and 
damned  me  for  a  fool.  I  then  paid  him  the  four  dollars  for  the  good  gun,  but  did  not  receive  any 
one  of  them.  After  I  had  paid  the  money,  ho  then  said,  take  care  of  yourself,  and  the  first  thing  I  saw 
was  some  men  coming  up.  I  stept  otf  to  go  ntlcr  my  great  coat,  but  they  followed  and  seized  me, 
and  carried  me  to  the  guard-house  upon  Foster's  wharf.  This  was  about  six  or  seven  o'clock  in 
the  evening.  When  I  came  into  the  giiard-honsc,  they  read  me  a  law  which  I  never  before  saw  or 
heard  of.  I  was  detained  till  about  seven  in  the  morning,  when  I  expected  I  should  liave  been 
obliged  to  pay  the  £5  nicntionod  in  the  law  read  to  me,  and  hired  a  regular  to  carry  a  letter  to  some 
friends  over  the  ferry,  which  was  to  desire  them  to  come  to  me  as  quick  as  possible  with  money  to 
pay  my  fine.  Soon  after,  the  sergeant  came  in,  and  ordered  me  to  strip.  I  then  asked  him  what  he 
was  going  to  do  with  me.  He  said,  damn  you,  I  am  going  to  serve  you  as  you  havo  served  our 
men.  Then  came  in  a  soldier  with  a  bucket  of  tar  and  a  pillow  bier  of  feathers.  I  was  then  made 
to  strip,  which  I  did  to  my  breeches.  They  then  tarred  and  feathered  me,  and  while  they  were 
doing  it,  an  officer  who  stood  at  the  door  said,  tar  and  feather  his  breeches,  which  they  accordingly 
did,  and  I  was  then  tarred  and  feathered  from  head  to  foot,  and  had  a  paper  read  to  me  which  was 
then  tied  round  my  neck,  but  afterwards  turned  behind  me,  with  the  following  words  wrote  upon  it, 
to  the  best  of  my  remembrance  :  "American  liberty  or  democracy  exemplified,  in  a  villain  who  at- 
tempted to  entice  o?ie  of  the  soldiers  of  his  majesty's  47th  regiment  to  desert  and  take  up  arms 
with  rebels  against  his  king  ami  country."  I  was  then  ordered  to  walk  out,  and  get  into  a  chair 
fastened  upon  trucks,  which  I  did,  wiien  a  number  of  the  king's  soldiers,  as  I  imagined  about  forty 
or  fifty,  armed  with  guns  and  fixed  bayonets,  surrounded  the  trucks,  and  they  marched  with  a  num- 
ber of  officers  before  them,  one  of  whom,  I  am  told,  was  the  colonel  of  the  47th  regiment,  who  I 
hare  since  heard  was  named  Nesbit,  together  with  a  nuniber  of  drums  and  fifes,  from  the  wharf  up 
King  street  and  down  Fore  street,  and  then  through  the  Main  street,  passing  the  governor's  house, 
BBtil  they  came  to  liberty  tree  ;  then  they  turned  up  Frog  lane  and  made  a  halt,  and  a  sergeant,  as  I 
took  him  to  be,  said  get  down:  I  then  asked  where  I  should  go,  and  he  said  where  you 
please.  Near  the  governor's  house  the  inhabitants  pressed  in  upon  the  soldiers  ;  the  latter  ap- 
peared to  roe  to  be  angry,  and  I  was  afraid  they  would  have  fired,  they  being  ordered  to  load  their 
muskets,  which  they  did.  THOMAS  DITSON,  Jun." 

This  narrative  was  verified  by  the  oath  of  the  deponent,  March  9,  1775,  before  Edmund  Quincy, 
Esq. 

The  selectmen  of  Billeriea  presented  the  following  spirited  protest  against  the  cruel  outrage  of 
the  soldiers,  to  general  Gage. 
**  J^ay  it  please  your  exeellency  : — 

"We,  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Billeriea,  beg  leave  to  remonstrate  to  your  excellency,  that 
on  th«  eighth  day  of  this  instant  March,  one  Thomas  Ditson,  an  inhabitant  of  said  town  of  Bille- 
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Mr.  Crane  laid  on  the  table  a  number  of  letters,  which  were  sent  to 
him  from  Stoughton,  and  said  to  be  from  Col.  Gilbert  and  others. 

Ordered^  That  Col.  Thomas,  Mr.  Devens,  I\Ir.  Gardner,  Doct.  Per- 
kins and  Mr.  Crane,  be  a  committee  to  take  them  into  consideration 
and  report;  they  reported       that  they  be  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  on  the  state  of  the  province  be  direct- 
ed to  wait  on  the  Hon.  governor  Hopkins  and  the  Hon.  governor  Ses- 
sions, and  congratulate  them  on  their  arrival  to  this  town,  and  hold  a 
conference  with  them  on  the  present  state  of  our  public  aftairs. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  on  the  application  from  Billeri- 
ca,  reported ;  the  report  [was]  amended,  accepted  and  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  \\Concord,\\  April  7,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  letter  be  signed  by  the  president,  and 
directed  to  the  selectmen  of  Billerica  : 

Gentlemen  : — This  Congress,  deeply  sensil)le  of  the  high-handed 
insult  oflered  the  town  of  Billerica,  the  colony  of  the  Massachuj^olts 
Bay,  and  this  continent  in  general,  in  the  vile  and  ignoble  assault  in 
the  person  of  Thomas  Ditson,  by  a  party  of  the  king's  troops  under 

rica,  was  tarred  and  feathered,  and  very  much  abused,  by  a  party  of  his  majesty's  47th  regiment, 
under  the  command  of  lieutenant  colonel  Nesbit.  As  guardians  for  said  town,  and  from  a  regard 
to  the  liberties  and  properties  of  its  inhabitants,  wo  cannot  but  resent  this  procedure.  Your  excel- 
lency must  be  sensible,  that  this  act  is  a  higli  infraction  of  that  personal  security,  which  every  En- 
glishman is  entitled  to,  and  without  which  his  boasted  constitution  is  but  a  name." 

"  It  is  sufticiently  unhappy  for  us,  that  we  find  troops  quartered  among  us  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
forcing obedience  to  acts  of  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  hi-jliest  sense  iniquitous,  cruel  and 
unjust.  It  is  still  more  unhappy,  if  these  troops,  instead  of  preserving  the  character  which  British 
troops  once  had,  should  pour  in  additional  insult,  and  be  guilty  of  the  most  brutal  outrages.  We 
hope  your  excellency  will  take  some  proper  steps  for  accommodating  this  aftair :  for,  we  assure 
yon,  we  cannot,  consistent  with  our  duty,  pass  this  matter  over.  We  have  been  told  by  your  ex- 
cellency, that  you  never  meant  to  disturb  the  intercourse  between  the  town  and  country.  Confid- 
ing in  this,  we  have  passed  and  repassed  in  our  usual  manner.  We,  therefore,  hope  your  excellen- 
cy will  make  it  evident  by  your  conduct  that  you  are  determined  the  intercourse  shall  be  preserved, 
iu»a  we  be  not  buoyed  op  with  promises,  which,  in  the  end,  we  unhappily  find,  are  not  to  be  depended 
uiMin.  Lieutenant  colonel  Nesbit  is  an  officer  under  your  excellency's  conunand.  Of  you,  therc- 
foff ,  tee  demand  satisfaction  for  the  insult  committed  by  him.  We  think  it  is  in  your  power.  We 
b<fr,  your  excellency,  that  the  breach,  now  too  wide  between  Great  Britain  and  this  province,  may 
n<n,  by  the  brutality  of  the  troops,  still  be  increased.  We  assure  you,  sir,  it  always  has  been,  and 
still  i*  our  sentiment  and  prayer,  that  harmony  may  be  restore<l,  and  that  we  may  not  be  driven  to 
th*  laat  distress  of  nations.  But,  may  it  please  your  excellency,  we  must  tell  you,  that  we  are  de- 
termined, if  the  innocent  inhabitants  of  our  country  towns,  for  we  must  think  this  man  innocent  in 
this  affair,  must  be  interrupted  by  soldiers  in  their  lawful  intercourse  with  the  town  of  Boston,  and 
treated  with  the  most  brutal  ferocity,  we  shall,  hereafter,  use  a  ditfcrent  style  from  that  of  petition 
And  complaint." 

"  If  the  grand  bulwarks  of  our  constitution  are  thus  violently  toru  away,  and  the  powers  on 
earth  prove  unfriendly  to  the  cause  of  virtue,  liberty  and  humanity,  we  are  still  happy  that  we  can 
appeal  to  Him  who  judgeth  righteously,  and  to  Him  wc  cheerfully  leave  the  event." 
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general  Gage's  command,  do  highly  approve  of  the  manly  and  resolute 
conduct  of  the  town  of  Billerica,  by  their  manifesting  a  due  resent- 
ment to  the  general,  and  demanding  a  constitutional  satisfaction. 

Notwithstanding  you  have  not  received  that  satisfaction  from  the 
general  which  you  had  a  just  right  to  expect,  yet  this  Congress  humbly 
hope,  under  Providence,  tliat  the  time  is  fast  approaching,  when  this 
colony  and  continent  will  have  justice  done  them,  in  a  way  consistent 
with  the  dignity  of  freemen,  on  such  wicked  destroyers  of  the  natural 
and  constitutional  rights  of  Americans.  Gentlemen,  we  are  confident 
that  the  town  of  Billerica  will  still  continue  in  that  candid  pursuit  of 
peace  and  good  order,  which  manifestly  appears  in  their  late  conduct. 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  which  have  been  received  or  laid  on  the 
table  by  Mr.  Crane,  be  sent  to  the  committee  on  the  state  of  the  prov- 
ince.ini 

AAernooii. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  application 
from  the  committee  of  correspondence  of  Boston  and  others,  reported  ; 
the  report  [was]  read  and  accepted,  and  is  as  follows : 

Gentlemen  : — Your  petition  and  memorial  of  the  31st  of  March 
we  have  received  ;  since  which,  intelligence  of  the  most  extraordinary 
nature  from  Great  Britain  has  come  to  hand.  We  are,  gentlemen, 
much  pleased  with  the  spirit  and  sentiment  of  your  memorial :  but, 
as  ll^natters  of  the  greatest  importance|l  now  demand  our  immediate 
attention,  and  the  consideration  of  them  will  take  up  the  most  impor- 
tant matters  in  your  petition  ;  we,  therefore,  most  earnestly  recom- 
mend to  you,  gentlemen,  as  guardians  of  the  public  interest,  to  exert 
yourselves  tiiat  the  militia  and  minute  men  of  your  counties,  be  found 
in  the  best  posture  of  defence,  whenever  any  exigence  may  require 
their  aid;  but  as  the  plans  laying  for  the  general  good  oblige  us  to  re- 
quest, that,  whatever  patience  and  forbearance  it  may  require,  you 
would  act  only  on  the  defensive,  until  the  farther  order  of  this  Con- 
gress. 

And,  therefore,  though  we  could  wish  a  particular  account  of  the 
ministers'  troops,  while  stationed  among  you,  might  be  taken  on  suffi- 
cient evidence,  yet  we  could  not  advise  to  any  measures,  respecting 
them,  that  our  enemies  might  plausibly  interpret  as  a  commencement 
of  hostilities  :  but,  on  the  contrary,  let  your  characteristic  be,  as  it 
always  has  been,  jpregardlj  of  peace  and  good  order,  and  the  just 
rights  of  mankind. 


a  jIAdjourneJ  till  three  o'clock  this  aflernoon.|| 

b  lithe  greatest  and  xnon  important  matters. |(         c  ||coniervator3.|| 
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We  most  earnestly  wish  that  the  blessing  of  Heaven  may  accompany 
your  laudable  endeavors  to  preserve  the  public  weal  of  this  province. 

We  remain,  [&.C.] 

In  Provincial  Congress,  Concord,  April  7,  1775. 
Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  letter  be  signed  by  the  president,  in 
behalf  of  this  Congress,  and  sent  to  the  committees  of  correspondence 
of  the  towns  of  Boston,  Milton,  Roxbury,  Dorchester,  Cambridge, 
Newton,  Watertown,  Lynn,  Maiden,  Woburn,  Charlestown  and  Marl- 
borough, directed  to  William  Cooper,  clerk  of  said  committees  of  cor- 
respondence. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Osgood,  Major  Fuller  of  Middleton,  and  I\Ir. 
Webster,  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  disperse  the  Iiand- 
bills,  &LC. 

||The  Congressjl  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  at  nine  o'clock. 

Saturday,  April  8,  1775,  A.  M. 

[The]  doorkeeper  [was]  directed  to  call  in  the  members,  and  to  call 
none  out  till  the  farther  order  of  this  Congress. 

The  connnittee  on  the  state  of  the  province  reported  a  resolve  rela- 
tive to  raising  and  establishing  an  army,  and  that  committees  be 
appointed  forthwith  to  repair  to  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island  and  New- 
Hampshire,  to  inform  them  of  our  resolution,  and  desire  their  co-ope- 
ration, &c. 

Resolved,  That  the  report  be  considered  in  paragraphs :  Ordered, 
that  the  members  be  enjoined  to  attend. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Afternoon. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  made  in  the 
forenoon,  which  passed:  present  103  [members:]  in  favor  96 — [which 
report]  is  as  follows  : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  Concord,  April  8,  1775. 
Resolved,  That  the  present  dangerous  and  alarming  situation  of  our 
public  affairs,  renders  it  necessary  for  this  colony  to  malce  preparations 
for  their  security  and  defence,  by  raising  and  establishing  an  army, 
and  that  delegates  be  appointed  forthwith  to  repair  to  Connecticut, 
Rhode  Island  and  New-Hampshire,  informing  them  that  M  e  are  con- 
templating upon,  and  are  determined  to  take  effectual  measures  for 
that  purpose;  and  for  the  more  effectual  security  of  the  New  England 
colonies  and  the  continent,  to  request  them  to  co-operate  with  us,  by 
furnishing  their  respective  quotas  for  general  defence. 
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Resolved,  That  there  be  sent  two  delegates  to  each  New  England 
colony  with  the  above  resolve. 

Resolved^  That  the  Congress  choose  in  the  first  place  delegates  to 
repair  to  Connecticut :  accordingly  chose  Col.  Foster  and  Mr.  Bliss. 

Resolved,  That  they  choose  in  the  second  place  delegates  to  repair 
to  Rhode  Island  :  accordingly  chose  Col.  Timothy  Walker  and  Doct. 
Perkins. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  third  place  the  Congress  choose  delegates  to 
repair  to  New  Hampshire :  accordingly  chose  Mr.  Freeman  and 
Capt.  Osgood. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Adams  and  Capt.  Osgood  draught  a 
letter  to  each  of  the  colonies,  viz.  :  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island  and 
New  Hampshire. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  state  of  the  province  take  into 
consideration  what  number  of  men,  in  their  opinion,  will  be  necessary 
to  be  raised  by  the  four  New  England  governments  for  their  general 
defence,  and  report. 

Adjourned  to  Monday  next,  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

INIoNDAY,  April  10, 1775,  A.  M. 
The  committee  appointed  to  draught  a  letter  to  the  colonies  of  Con- 
necticut, Rhode  Island  and  New  Hampshire,  reported ;  the  report 
[was]  read  and  accepted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

Is  Provincial  Congress,  Concord,  April  10,  1|*1775.11 

Sir,  or  Gentlemen  : — In  consideration  of  the  measures  that  have 
been  taken  by  the  British  administration,  to  subjugate  the  North 
American  colonies;  tlie  rapidity  with  which  their  plans  have  been 
hitherto  executed ;  the  late  very  alarming  intelligence  from  Great 
Britain ;  the  false  and  inflammatory  accounts  that  have  been  laid  be- 
fore our  sovereign  and  his  parliament,  to  induce  them  to  consider  this 
colony  as  in  a  state  of  rebellion,  and  our  sister  colonies  as  counte- 
nancing us  therein,  and  the  violent  measures  that  are  ordered,  in  con- 
sequence thereof,  together  with  the  daily  and  hourly  preparations  there 
are  making  by  the  troops  under  the  command  of  general  Gage,  in 
Boston ;  this  Congress  have  come  to  a  full  conclusion,  that  very  little, 
if  any  expectation  of  tlie  redress  of  our  common  and  intolerable 
grievances  is  to  be  had  from  the  humble  and  dutiful  petition  and  other 
wise  measures  of  the  late  honorable  Continental  Congress ;  and 
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therefore  have  come  into  certain  resolutions  to  be  communicated  to 
you  by  delegates,  appointed  for  that  purpose,  in  which  they  are  earn- 
estly desirous  of  the  concurrence  of  your  colony. 

"Wishing  that  the  American  colonies  may,  at  this  important  crisis, 
be  under  the  direction  of  Heaven,  I  am,  in  the  name  and  by  order  of 
the  Congress,  [&.C.] 

Ordered,  Th^t  the  foregoing  be  signed  by  the  president,  in  the  name 
and  behalf  of  this  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  on  the  state  of  the  province  take  into 
consideration,  and  report,  what  number  of  men,  in  their  opinion,  will 
be  necessary  for  the  army  ["proposed]  to  be  raised. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  |l''an  addition  of  threell  to  the  delegates  ap- 
pointed to  repair  to  the  neighboring  governments,  and  that  this  Con- 
gress ll'come  to  the  choice  of  them||  at  three  o'clock  this  afternoon, 
by  ballot. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock  this  afternoon.  ' 

AAernoon. 

The  order  of  the  day  [was]  moved  for. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Fuller,  Capt.  Greenleaf  and  Mr.  Ellis,  be  a 
committee  to  count  and  sort  the  votes  for  the  gentlemen  to  be  added 
to  the  delegates  appointed  to  repair  to  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island  and 
New  Hampshire,  and  that  they  bring  in  their  votes  for  a  gentleman  to 
repair  to  Connecticut. 

Having  ] [counted  andjl  sorted  the  votes,  [the  committee]  reported 
that  the  Hon.  Timothy  Danielson,  Esq.  was  chosen. 

Ordered,  That  votes  be  brought  in  for  a  gentleman  to  be  added  to 
the  delegates  appointed  to  repair  to  Rhode  Island. 

After  counting  and  sorting  the  votes,  [the  committee]  reported  that 
the  Hon.  James  Warren,  Esq.  was  chosen. 

Ordered,  That  votes  be  brought  in  for  a  gentleman  to  be  added  to 
the  delegates  appointed  to  repair  to  New  Hampshire. 

After  counting  and  sorting  the  votes,  [the  committee]  reported  that 
Mr.  Eibridge  Gerry  was  chosen. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  on  the  state  of  the  province  be  di- 
rected to  draught  such  instructions  as  they  shall  think  necessary  to  be 
given  to  the  delegates  appointed  to  repair  to  the  neighboring  govern- 
ments, and  report. 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  the  province  reported  a  resolve,  rela- 
tive to  exercising  the  minute  men  in  battalions,  and  that  they  be  paid 
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out  of  the  public  treasury,  &c.  :  Ordered,  that  the  consideration  of 
this  report  be  deferred  till  to-morrow  morning,  ten  o'clock. 
llCongressjl  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  April  11, 1775,  A.  U. 
The  committee  on  the  state  of  the  province  reported  instructions  to 
the  delegates  appointed  to  repair  to  Coimecticut,  &-c. ;  [which  report 
was]  read  and  accepted,  and  Ordered,  that  it  be  signed  by  the  presi- 
dent, and  is  as  follows  : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  Concord,  April  11,  1775. 

Gentlemen  : — The  thorougli  knowledge  you  have  of  our  public 
affairs,  and  the  distressed  circumstances  of  this  devoted  province, 
makes  it  unnecessary  to  be  particular  in  any  instructions  with  regard 
to  the  important  trust  conunitttd  to  your  care. 

We  would,  notwithstanding,  in  general,  give  you  some  hints,  which 
may  serve  to  cement  and  continue  that  union  which  has  so  happily  taken 
place  in  this  continent.  In  order  to  effect  these  desirable  ends,  [we  in- 
struct you]  that,  Has]!  soon  as  may  be,  you  repair  to  Connecticut,  and  en- 
deavor to  obtain  such  an  early  conference  with  the  governor  and  com- 
pany of  that  colony  as  the  pressing  exigencies  of  our  affairs  may  demand : 
and  as  an  immediate  exertion  of  our  united  efforts  to  recover  and  main- 
tain those  invaluable  blessings  of  liberty,  which  are,  in  par^,  wrested  from 
us  by  the  hands  of  arbitrary  power,  and  of  which  we  have  no  other 
prospect  of  a  restoration,  under  God,  but  by  the  firm  and  unsha- 
ken resolutions  and  conduct  of  America  ;  and  as  ministerial  ven- 
geance appears  to  be  levelled  at  the  north  east  colonies  in  particular, 
it  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  that  immediate  measures,  such  as  are 
consonant  with  the  union  of  all  the  colonies,  be  pursued  for  their  mu- 
tual defence  ;  and  that  you  would  endeavor  to  obtain  an  explicit  and  full 
answer,  so  that  we  may  unitedly  exert  our  strength  in  the  common 
cause  for  the  salvation  of  our  country  ;  and  to  this  end  we  would  re- 
commend your  continuance  there  until  this  important  purpose  may  be 
effected,  which  we  presume  will  be  as  soon  as  circumstances  will  ad- 
mit; you  will,  however,  govern  yourselves  with  respect  to  time  and 
conferences,  as  to  you,  in  your  wisdom,  shall  seem  meet;  and  may  God 
bless  your  endeavors  for  the  common  good. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  to  New  Hampshire  be  directed  to  the  Hon. 
John  Wentworth,  Esq. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Barber  [was]  read  ;  thereupon  Ordered^  that  it  be 
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committed  to  Doct.  Holten,  Mr.  Sargeant  and  Col.  Pomeroy,  to  con- 
sider thereof  and  report.  The  committee  thereon  reported  verbally, 
that  Col.  Thompson  be  desired  immediately  to  repair  to  Brunswick, 
Casco  Bay,  Woolwich,  Georgetown,  and  other  places,  and  take  the 
most  effectual  measures  to  acquaint  the  people  that  one  Mr.  Perry  is 
in  the  eastern  part  of  the  country,  endeavoring  to  supply  our  enemies 
with  masts,  spars  and  timber,  and  to  make  use  of  all  proper  and  effec- 
tual measures  to  prevent  their  aiding  him  in  procuring  said  articles. 

3Toved,  That  the  propriety  of  this  Congress  advising  the  inhabitants 
of  the  town  of  Boston  to  be  moved  from  thence,  be  now  taken  into 
consideration.  After  a  long  debate  thereon,  Resolved,  that  a  commit- 
tee be  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  particular  state  of  the 
town  of  Boston,  and  report.  Accordingly,  Mr.  Sargent,  Mr.  Murray, 
Col.  Ilenshaw,  Capt.  Stone,  Mr.  Cross,  Major  Fuller  of  Middleton, 
Doct.  Taylor  and  Col.  Prescott  were  chosen. 

Ordered,  That  [Mr.]  Murray  be  joined  to  the  committee  on  the 
state  of  the  province. 

Adjourned  till  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Wednesday,  April  12,  1775,  A.  M. 
The  committee  on  the  state  of  the  province  reported  a  resolve,  rela- 
tive to  appointing  county  committees  to  receive  returns  from  the  com- 
mittees of  correspondence,  of  the  state  of  their  towns,  &c.,  [which 
was]  read  and  accepted,  and  is  as  follows : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  Concord^  April  12,  1775. 

Whereas,  the  preservation  of  our  county  from  slavery  depends,  un- 
der God,  on  an  effectual  execution  of  the  continental  and  provincial 
measures  for  that  purpose  : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  now  appointed  for  each  county  in  this  col- 
ony, a  committee,  consisting  of  five  persons,  any  three  of  whom  to  be 
a  tjuorum,  whose  business  it  shall  be  to  receive  from  the  committees  of 
correspondence  in  their  respective  towns,  a  state  of  the  conduct  of 
the  towns  and  districts  with  respect  to  their  having  executed  the  con- 
tinental and  provincial  plans,  as  aforesaid ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
said  committees  to  meet  on  the  first  Wednesdays  of  May,  July,  Sep- 
tember, November,  January  and  March,  and  prepare  a  report  of  the 
same,  to  be  laid  before  the  Congress  at  its  then  next  session,  that  any 
neglect  of  such  towns  and  districts  in  executing  such  plans  may  be 
speedily  and  effectually  remedied. 

Also,  Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  it  hereby  is  strongly  recommended 
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to  the  committees  of  correspondence  in  the  several  towns  and  districts 
in  this  colony,  sometime  before  the  first  Wednesdays  in  May,  July, 
September,  November,  January  and  March  aforesaid,  to  render  to  any 
one  of  the  members  of  their  county  aforesaid,  a  true  state  of  the 
conduct  of  their  respective  towns  and  districts,  with  respect  to  their 
having  used  each  plan,  recommended  by  the  Continental  and  Provin- 
cial Congresses,  and  to  use  their  utmost  diligence  for  this  important 
purpose. 

And,  whereas,  some  towns  and  districts  in  this  colony  may  be  desti- 
tute of  so  excellent  an  institution  as  committees  of  correspondence : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  and  it  hereby  is  strongly  recommended  to  such 
towns  and  districts  forthwith  to  choose  the  committees  of  correspond- 
ence, and  to  afford  them  assistance,  at  all  times,  in  effectually  suppress- 
ing the  efforts  of  the  enemies  of  America  whenever  they  shall  make 
them. 

ll^Also,!!  Resolved yThdit  the  county  committees  are  hereby  required 
to  render  their  account  quarterly,  to  this  Congress,  that  they  may  re- 
ceive an  order  therefor  on  the  public  treasury  of  the  colony. 

Resolved,  That  at  three  o'clock  this  afternoon  the  Congress  will 
come  to  the  choice  of  the  county  committees. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  from  each  county  be  together,  and 
agree  on  gentlemen  to  conrvtitute  their  county  committee. 

The  Congress  renewed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  state  of  the  province,  relative  to  exercising  the  minute 
men  in  battalions,  and  paying  tliem  for  the  time  they  spend  in  that 
service.  After  a  long  debate  the  question  was  put,  whether  the  report 
be  accepted  ;  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Afternoon. 

The  order  of  the  day  [was]  moved  for. 

The  county  of  Suffolk  having  nominated,  the  Congress  chose  Mr. 
John  Pitts,  Mr.  Nathaniel  lpBailey,||  Col.  Aaron  Davis,  Mr.  Moses 
Bullen  and  Mr.  Abner  Ellis. 

Essex. — Joseph  Gerrish,  Esq.,  Col.  Michael  Farley,  Major  Samuel 
Holten,  Capt.  Samuel  Osgood,  Capt.  Josiah  Batchelder. 

Middlesex. — James  Prescot,  Esq.,  Major  Eleazer  Brooks,  Mr. 
Richard  Devens,  Col.  Simeon  Spaulding,  Capt.  Jonathan  Brown. 

Worcester. — Col.  Jedediah  Foster,  Esq.,  Capt.  Timothy  Bigelow, 
Mr.  Edward  Rawson,  Capt.  Samuel  Brooks,  Col.  Jonathan  Grout. 
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Bristol. — Doct.  David  Cobb,  Benjamin  |j''Aikin,||  Esq.,  Doct.  Wil- 
liam Baylies,  Capt.  William  Holmes,  Capt.  Thomas  Carpenter. 

Barnstable. — Daniel  Davis,  Esq.,  Capt.  Stephen  Nye,  Mr.  Moses 
Swift,  Mr.  Benjamin  Freenian  and  Mr.  Naaman  Holbrook. 

Berkshire. — Mr.  Samuel  Brown,  Mark  Hopkins,  Esq.,  Capt. 
Charles  Goodridge,  Major  Jonathan  Smith,  Capt.  Caleb  Hyde. 

Plymouth. — Hon.  James  Warren,  Esq.,  Col.  Edward  Mitchel,  Capt. 
Joshua  White,  Doct.  Jeremiah  Hall,  Mr.  Ebenezer  White. 

Lincoln. — James  Howard,  Esq.,  Mr.  Timothy  Langdon,  Mr.  Dum- 
mer  Sewall,  Mr.  [Samuel]  Cobb,  Mr.  Joseph  Waldo. 

Nantucket. — Josiah  Coffin,  Esq.,  Grafton  Gardner,  Esq.,  Mr.  Jo- 
siah  Barker,  Timothy  Folger,  Esq.,  Mr.  Stephen  Hussey. 

Dukes  County. — Joseph  Mayhew,  Esq.,  John  Summer,  Esq.,  Col. 
Beriah  Norton,  Shubael  Cottle,  Esq.,  Mr.  Ranford  Smith. 

Cumberland. — Solomon  Lombard,  Esq.,  Mr.  Samuel  Freeman,  Mr. 
John  Lewis,  Col.  Samuel  Thompson,  Mr.  Timothy  McDaniel. 

York. — Charles  Chauncy,  Esq.,  Capt.  Daniel  Bragdon,  Mr.  Eben- 
ezer Sawyer,  James  Sullivan,  Esq.,  Major  Ichabod  Goodwin. 

Hampshire. — Major  [Joseph]  Hawley,  Col.  Timothy  Danielson, 
Mr.  Noah  |l^"Goodman,l|  Col.  Elisha  Porter,  Col.  John  Mosley. 

Hesohed,  That  the  resolve  recommending  the  aforesaid  committees, 
be  printed  in  hand  bills,  and  sent  to  all  the  towns  and  districts. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Devens,  Capt.  Rawson  and  Col.  Davis,  be  a 
committee  to  H'disperseH  the  hand  bills.  Ordered,  that  the  committee 
be  enjoined  to  sit  and  jj'^perfect  this.|| 

An  application  from  the  plantation  of  New  Providence  [was]  read ; 
committed  to  Col.  Dwight,  Capt.  Goodridge,  Col.  Pomeroy,  Col.  Pater- 
sou  and  Mr.  Crane. 

Adjourned  till  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Thursday,  April  13, 1775,  [A.  M.] 
Ordered,  That  the  last  resolve  in  the  report,  which  was  last  night  or- 
dered to  be  published,  be  not  printed. 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  the  province  reported  a  resolve,  [for] 
engaging  six  companies  of  the  train,  and  keeping  them  constantly  in 
exercise,  and  paying  them,  &c.,  [which  was]  read,  considered  and 
accepted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  Concord,  April  13,  1775. 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  safety  be  directed  to  engage  a 
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suitable  number  of  persons,  and  form  six  companies  of  the  train  for 
the  artillery  already  provided  by  this  colony,  to  immediately  enter  on 
discipline,  and  constantly  be  in  readiness  to  enter  the  service  of  the 
colony,  when  an  army  shall  be  raised ;  and  that  the  committee  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  empowered,  to  draw  on  the  public  treasury  for  paying 
said  companies  a  suitable  consideration  for  their  services. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of 
removing  the  inhabitants  from  the  town  of  Boston,  reported. 

The  consideration  thereof  [was]  deferred  till  three  o'clock  this  af- 
ternoon. 

Afternoon. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  deferred  ; 
after  a  long  debate  thereon,  Ordcrid,  that  it  be  recommitted. H""!! 

Friday,  April  14,  1775,  A.  M. 
The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  petition 
from  the  plantation  called  New  Providence,  reported  :  the  report  was 
read  and  accepted,  and  is  as  followetli  : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  April  14,  1775. 
Resolved,  That  MTijor  Joseph  Bennet,  be  advised  to  pay  Henry 
Gardner,  Esq.  the  full  sum  assessed  on  the  plantation  of  New  Provi- 
dence for  the  year  1774,  taking  a  proper  and  suitable  receipt  of  said 
Henry  Gardner,  for  the  collector  appointed  by  the  town  of  Lanesbo- 
rough  to  collect  said  sum,  and  that  said  collector  be  advised  to  dis- 
charge tlie  several  persons'  proportion  of  said  tax,  in  said  plantation, 
and  collect  the  same. 

Per  order  of  committee :    Simeon  Dwight,  Chairman. 

The  [report  of  the]  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration 
the  removal  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Boston,  was  [pread  and 
accepted, 11  and  is  as  follows  : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  Concord,  April  14,  1775. 
Whereas,  the  late  accounts  of  the  hostile  intentions  of  the  British 
parliament  towards  this  colony,  have  so  greatly  agitated  the  minds  and 
raised  the  fears  of  many  good  peo{)le  in  the  town  of  Boston,  as  to  in- 
duce many  of  those,  who  are  able,  to  remove  with  their  effects  into 
the  country  ;  which  in  the  opinion  of  this  Congress  is  a  prudent  step ; 
and  as  there  is  no  prospect  of  the  repeal  of  the  cruel  port  bill,  where- 
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by  many  poor,  industrious  persons,  if  continued  in  that  place,  must  be 
still  great  sufferers,  notwithstanding  the  generous  donations ;  and  as 
the  season  of  the  year  is  now  approaching,  in  which  they  may  be,  in 
some  measure,  serviceable  to  themselves  and  families  in  such  parts  of 
the  country  as  can  find  them  employment  in  their  several  occupations : 
It  is  therefore  recommended  to  the  committee  of  donations,  that 
they  afford  to  such  poor  persons,  who  are  anxious  to  remove  themselves 
and  families  into  the  country,  such  assistance  as  may  enable  them  to 
do  it. 

Voted,  That  the  members  of  the  town  of  Boston  be  desired  to  com- 
municate this  recommendation,  with  the  schedule,  to  the  committee  of 
donations. 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  the  province  reported  a  resolve,  rel- 
ative to  appointing  a  committee  to  apply  to  a  suitable  number  of  per- 
sons to  be  in  readiness  to  enter  the  service  of  this  colony,  as  olhcers, 
when  an  army  shall  be  raised. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  referred  to  three  o'clock, 
P.  M. 

Ordered,  That  at  four  o'clock,  P.  M.  the  Congress  will  come  to  the 
choice,  by  ballot,  of  a  person  to  serve  on  the  committee  of  safety,  in- 
stead of  Doct.  Fisher,  who  was  excused. 

||The  Congressll  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Afternoon. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  referred, 
agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day  :  after  some  debate  thereon,  it  pass- 
ed, and  is  as  follows  :  ^ 

In  Provincial  Congress,  Concord,  April  14,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  now  appointed  to  apply  to  a  suita- 
ble number  of  persons,  to  be  in  readiness  to  enter  the  service  of  this 
colony,  to  act  as  field  officers  :  such  field  officers,  in  conjunction  with 
the  committee,  to  apply  to  proper  persons  as  captains,  and  they  to  de- 
termine on  such  subaltern  ofhcers,  as  may  be  necessary  for  each  regi- 
ment, when  an  army  shall  be  raised;  the  committee  and  officers  cccteris 
paribus,  to  give  the  preference  to  persons  who  have  been  chosen  offi- 
cers in  the  regiments  of  minute  men. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  safety  be  the  committee  to  apply 
to  a  suitable  number  of  persons  to  act  as  officers,  as  recommended 
in  the  foregoing  resolve. 

Ordered,  That  the  Congress  now  proceed  to  the  choice  of  a  gentle- 
man to  serve  on  the  committee  of  safety  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Fisher. 


144 


SECOND  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS.      [April  15, 


Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cushing,  Col.  Palmer,  and  Mr.  Bigelow,  be  a 
committee  to  count  and  sort  the  votes  :  [which  committee]  reported, 
that  Col.  Thomas  Gardner  was  chosen. 

Ordered,  That  the  4:ommittce  on  the  state  of  the  province  take  the 
late  newspapers  from  Eng^land  into  consideration,  and  report  what 
there  is  relating  to  this  province. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  Mr.  Murray,  Mr.  Mayhew,  and  Col.  Pome- 
roy,  be  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  resolve  recommending  a  day  of  fast- 
ing and  prayer. 

Congress  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Saturday,  April  15,  1775,  A.  M. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  recommending  a  day 
of  fasting  and  prayer,  reported,  [which  report  was]  amended  and  ac- 
cepted, and  is  as  follow  s  : 

Whereas,  it  hath  pleased  the  Righteous  Sovereign  of  the  universe, 
in  just  indignation  against  the  sins  of  a  people  long  blessed  with  ines- 
timable privileges,  civil  and  religious,  to  suffer  the  plots  of  wicked 
men,  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic,  who,  for  many  years,  have  incessant- 
ly labored  to  sap  the  foundation  of  our  public  liberties,  so  far  to  suc- 
ceed, that  we  see  the  New  England  colonies  reduced  to  the  ungrateful 
alternative  of  a  tame  submission  to  a  state  of  absolute  vassalage  to  the 
will  of  a  despotic  minister,  or  of  preparing  themselves  speedily  to  de- 
fend, at  the  hazard  of  il'^life,!!  the  unalienable  rights  of  themselves  and 
posterity  against  the  avowed  hostilities  of  their  parent  state,  who  open- 
ly threaten  to  wrest  them  from  their  hands,  by  fire  and  sword ; 

In  circumstances  dark  as  these,  it  becomes  us,  as  men  and  christians, 
to  reflect,  that  whilst  every  prudent  measure  should  be  taken  to  ward 
off  the  impending  judgments,  or  prepare  to  act  a  proper  part  under 
them  when  they  come ;  at  the  same  time,  all  confidence  must  be  with- 
held from  the  means  we  use,  and  reposed  only  on  that  God,  who  rules 
in  the  armies  of  heaven,  and  without  whose  blessing,  the  best  human 
•councils  are  but  foolishness,  and  all  created  power  vanity. 

It  is  the  happiness  of  H^hisjl  church,  that  when  the  powers  of  earth 
and  hell  combine  against  it,  and  those  who  should  be  nursing  fathers 
become  its  persecutors,  then  the  throne  of  grace  is  of  the  easiest  access, 
and  its  appeal  thither  is  graciously  invited  by  that  Father  of  mercies, 
who  has  assured  it  that  when  his  children  ask  bread  he  will  not  give 
them  a  stone  : 

Therefore,  in  compliance  with  the  laudable  practice  of  the  people  of 
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God  ia  all  ages,  with  the  humble  regard  to  the  steps  of  Divine  Providence 
towards  this  oppressed,  threatened,  and  endangered  people,  and  espe- 
cially in  obedience  to  the  command  of  Heaven,  that  H^'bidsil  us  to  call 
on  him  in  the  day  of  trouble. 

Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is,  recommended  to  the  good  peo- 
ple of  this  colony,  of  all  denominations,  that  Thursday,  the  eleventh 
day  of  May  next,  be  set  apart  as  a  day  of  public  humiliation,  fasting, 
and  prayer ;  that  a  total  abstinence  from  servile  labor  and  recrea- 
tion be  observed,  and  all  the  religious  assemblies  solemnly  convened, 
to  humble  themselves  before  God,  under  the  heavy  judgments  felt  and 
feared,  to  confess  the  sins  that  have  deserved  them  ;  to  implore  the  for- 
giveness of  all  our  transgressions,  a  spirit  of  repentance  and  reforma- 
tion, and  a  blessing  on  the  husbandry,  manufactures,  and  other  lawful 
employments  of  this  people ;  and  especially,  that  the  union  of  tlie 
American  colonics  in  defence  of  their  riglils,  for  which,  hiilierto,  we 
desire  to  thank  Almighty  God,  may  be  preserved  and  contirmed  ;  that 
the  Provincial,  and  especially  the  Continental  Confrress,  may  be  di- 
rected to  such  measures  as  God  will  countenance :  that  the  people  of 
Great  Britain  and  their  rulers  may  have  their  eyes  open  to  discern  the 
things  that  shall  make  for  the  peace  of  the  nation  and  all  its  connec- 
tions :  and  that  America  may  soon  behold  a  gracious  interposition  of 
Heaven,  for  the  redress  of  her  many  grievances,  the  restoration  of  all 
her  invaded  liberties,  and  their  security  to  the  latest  generations. 

Ordered,  That  |l4tl|  be  copied,  authenticated,  and  sent  to  all  the  re- 
ligious assemblies  in  this  colony. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Devens,  Mr.  Cheever,  and  Mr.  Stephen  Hall,  be 
a  committee  to  get  the  resolves  printed  and  dispersed. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock  [in  the  afternoon.] 

Afternoon. 

In  Provincial  Congress,  Concord,  April  15, 1775. 
Rcaolvcd,  That  Henry  Gardner,  Esq.,  receiver  general  of  the  pro- 
vince of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  be,  and  hereby  is,  directed  to  pay  to 
Messrs.  Edes  and  Gill,  printers,  the  sum  of  thirty-six  pounds,  six  shil- 
lings, and  ninepence,  lawful  money,  for  printing  for  said  province,  to 
the  twenty-seventh  of  March  last. 

In  Provincial  CoxNGRess,  Concord,  April  15,  1775. 
Resolved,  That  Henry  Gardner,  Esq.,  receiver  general  of  the  pro- 
vince of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  be,  and  is  hereby  directed,  to  pay  to 
Richard  Devens,  the  sum  of  eleven  pounds,  nineteen  shillings,  and  six- 


a  |[biuds.||  b  lithe  lbregeing.|| 
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pence  half  penny,  for  sundry  accounts  by  him  paid  and  discharged  for 
services  done  for  the  said  province. 

In  PjioviwciAL  Congress,  Concord,  April  15, 1775. 

Resolved,  That  Henry  Gardner,  Esq.,  receiver  general  of  the  pro- 
vince of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  be,  and  hereby  is,  directed,  to  pay 
unto  Jeremiah  Hunt,  the  sum  of  four  pounds,  four  shillings,  for  his  at- 
tendance as  doorkeeper,  for  ])aper  and  quills,  l|*for||  the  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  Henry  Gardner,  Esq.,  Col.  Barrett,  and  Col.  Hen- 
shaw,  be  a  committee  to  wait  on  the  Rev.  Mr.  Emerson,  and  return 
him  the  thanks  of  this  Cono^rc.-s  for  his  faithful  attendance  on  and  ||^tl 
officiating  as  their  chaplain  during  this  session. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  connnittee  be  directed  to  wait  on  the  com- 
mittee of  the  proprietors  of  this  house,  and  return  them  the  thanks  of 
this  Congress  for  the  use  thereof 

Ordered,  That,  on  the  return  of  the  members  to  their  respective 
towns,  they  use  their  interest  with  the  inhabitants  thereof,  that  they 
immediately  pay  their  public  moneys  to  Henry  Gardner,  Esq.,  receiver 
general  of  this  colony. 

Ordered,  That  the  members  use  their  interest  to  promote  the  milita- 
ry discipline. 

Resolve  for  adjournment  passed,  and  is  as  follows:  ' 
Resolved,  That  this  Congress  be  adjourned  from  this  day,  to  Wed- 
nesday, the  tenth  day  of  May  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  to 
meet  at  Concord,  in  the  county  of  ^Middlesex;  and,  considering  the 
great  uncertainty  of  the  present  times,  and  that  important  unforeseen 
events  may  take  place,  from  wlience  it  may  be  absolutely  necessary 
that  this  Congress  should  meet  sooner  than  the  day  abovesaid,  not- 
withst;mding  the  adjournment  aforesaid  ; 

It  is  farther  Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  Congress  for  the 
towns  of  Charlestown,  Cambridge,  Brookline,  Roxbury,  and  Dorches- 
ter, or  the  majority  of  them,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized,  in 
case  they  should  judge  it  necessary,  to  give  notice  to  the  several  mem- 
bers of  this  Congress,  in  such  way  as  they  shall  think  proper,  to  meet  at 
Concord  aforesaid,  at  any  earlier  day  than  the  abovesaid  tenth  day  of 
May,  which  shall  be  by  them  appointed  :  and  it  is  further  recommend- 
ed to  the  members  of  this  Congress,  that  they  conform  themselves  to 
such  notice. 

Ordered,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Congress  be  jpgiven  to  the  presi- 


a  ||by  him  furnished  for  the  use  of.|j  b  ||especially  for.]] 

c  llpresented  to  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq.|| 
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dentil  for  his  constant  attendance  l|on|l  and  faithful  discharge  of  his 
duty  as  president  during  the  several  sessions  hereof 

The  business  being  finished,  the  president  declared  the  Congress 
adjourned  according  jl'to  the  resolve. || 

Concord,  [Satprdat,]  April  22, 1775.1 
Mr.  Richard  Devens  ||was  chosen||  chairman,  [and]  Mr.  John  Mur- 
ray clerk. 

Mr.  Gerry  represented  to  Congress,  that  a  letter  from  Mr.  Quincy  to 
Mr.  Adams,-  had  been  delivered  to  him,  with  a  desire  that  it  might  be 
opened  by  Congress  in  Mr.  Adams's  absence :  after  some  debate.  Or- 
dered, That  the  members  present  belonging  to  the  committee  on  the 
state  of  the  province  retire,  open,  and  peruse  the  said  letter,  and  report 
to  Congress  what  parts  they  think  proper  :  the  committee  returned, 
and  desired  that  the  whole  be  read  in  Congress ;   which  being  done. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  sent  to  Doct.  Warren,  to  be  used  at  his 

discretion. 

Adjourned  to  Watertown,  at  4  o'clock,  P.  M.  ^  r 

.  ,  Watertown,  [April  22,]  1775,  4  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Watson  notify  the  committee  of  safety,"^  of  the 
time  and  place  of  our  adjournment,  and  request  their  attendance,  with 
whatever  plans  they  may  have  in  readiness  for  us,  and  also  notify  the 

a  lluntil  Wednesday,  the  tenth  day  of  May  next,  conformably  to  the  preceding  resolve. || 
(1)  Two  days  only  elapsed  after  the  Provincial  Congress  had  adjourned,  and  the  members,  re- 
turning to  their  respective  homes,  were  widely  separated,  before  apprehensions  of  immediate  dan- 
ger arose,  and,  on  the  16th  of  April,  grew  so  intense,  that  the  committee  constituted  from  Charles- 
town,  Cambridge,  Brookline,  Roxbury,  and  Dorchester,  met,  and  issued  the  following  summons  to 
recall  each  de locate  : 

*'  Sir :  Having  received  certain  intelligence  of  the  sailing  of  a  number  of  troops  to  reenforce  the 
ftfjny  imdor  genoral  G:i!^e  ;  this,  with  the  industrious  preparitiona  making  in  Boston  for  a  speedy 
msrt-h  iiiti)  the  country,  impresses  us  with  the  absolute  necessity  of  convening  the  Provincial  Coa- 
)Cr«'«*  hi  Conconl,  ns  soon  as  miy  be,  agreeably  to  a  vote  of  Congress,  at  the  last  session.  You  are 
•lh*-j.-f.»rf  rt'quested  immediately  to  repair  to  Concord,  as  the  closest  deliberation,  and  the  collected 
wi«dofn  of  the  people,  at  this  alarming  crisis,  are  indispensably  necessary  for  the  salvation  of  tho 
country."  RICHARD  DEVEXS,  per  order. 

The  notice,  although  circulated  with  the  utmost  speed  of  express  messengers,  could  not  have 
reached  many  of  the  members  before  the  march  of  the  British  troops  to  Concord  had  roused  the  land 
to  arms. 

The  adjoumnient  of  Congress  from  Concord  to  Watertown,  was  undoubtedly  made,  from  the 
preat  necer  sity,  that  the  body  holding  the  executive  and  legislative  powers  of  government,  should 
be  near  to  the  army  of  the  people,  already  in  the  field. 

(3)  The  letter  of  Mr.  Quincy  has  not  been  recovered,  nor  does  any  paper  on  the  files  of  the  Con- 
gress indicate  its  contents. 

(3)  The  committee  of  safety  had  been  in  constant  session  during  the  preceding  day  and  night  in 
Cambridge. 
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absent  members  that  are  at  Cambridge,  and  request  their  punctual  at- 
tendance. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sullivan,  Col.  Cushing,  and  Mr.  Crane,  be  a 
committee  to  wait  on  the  selectmen,  for  liberty  l|of  the  useli  of  the 
meeting-house  during  the  session  of  Congress  here  :  they  returned,  and 
reported  that  the  selectmen  readily  granted  their  request. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gerry,  Col.  Cushing,  Col.  Barrett,  Capt.  Stone, 
Doct.  Taylor,  Mr.  Sullivan,  Mr.  Freeman,  INIr.  Watson,  and  Esquire 
Dix,  be  a  committee  to  take  depositions,  in  i)€rpctuam,  from  \vhich  a 
full  account  of  tlie  transactions  of  the  troops,  under  general  Gage,  in 
their  route  to  and  from  Concord,  (Sjc,  on. Wednesday  last,  may  be  col- 
lected, to  be  sent  to  England,  by  tb.e  first  ship  from  Salem. 

Adjourned  to  this  place,  to-morrow,  at  7  o'clock,  A.  M. 

[Su.wT,]  April  23,  1775,  [A.  U.] 
Congress  met  H^accordingii  to  adjournment,  and  adjourned  to  the 
school-house. 

Upon  a  letter  from  Gen.  Ward^  respecting  the  New  Hampshire 
troops.  Resolved,  unanimously,  that  it  is  necessary  for  the  defence  of 
the  colony,  that  an  army  of  30,(100  men  be  immediately  raised  and  es- 
tablished. 

Resolved,  That  13,000  men  be  raised  immediately  by  this  province. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  safety  be  a  committee  to  bring  in 
a  plan  for  the  establishment  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  necessary  for 
the  army  to  be  IjHmmediately  raised, jj  and  [that  they]  sit  immediately. 

Voted,  That  Col.  Cushing,  Mr.  Sullivan,  Col.  Whitcomb,  and  Mr. 
Durant,  be  added  to  the  committee  of  safety. 

a  ||conformal)ly.|l  b  [jraised  at  this  tiine.|| 

(1)  This  letter  of  Gen.  Ward,  which  is  lo<.t,  prohaMy  rehiied  to  a  coramunicution  from  Col.  Green- 
leaf,  dated  at  Newburyport,  April  21,  statin?,  that  "  we  have  sent  forward  the  hearer  to  have  your 
orders,  with  all  possible  despatch,  by  his  return,  wiiether  the  forces  that  are  coming;  from  the  pro- 
vince of  New  Ilainp^liire  and  from  the  eastern  parts  of  our  province  should  be  sent  back,  especial- 
ly those  that  live  nt-ar  tlie  sea  shore.  Wt-  are  w<.  1!  infuriued  tliat  numbers  passed  our  river  yester- 
day at  the  upper  ferry:  besides,  four  companies  went  through  this  town  on  their  way  to  you.  We 
have  a  party  of  men  from  this  town,  upwards  of  one  liundred  upon  their  march  to  you:  if  they  are 
not  wanted,  and  you  think  proper,  you  can  order  our  express  to  turn  them  back.  We  sent  off  last 
evening  two  field  pieces  to  you :  if  not  wanted,  tlu-y  may  be  of  some  use  here." 

A  letter  from  Gen.  Ward,  of  the  date  mentioned  in  the  text,  is  preserved  ;  it  states  ;  "  My  situa- 
tion is  such  that,  if  I  have  not  enlistiiii:  orders  iiniiiediat»'ly,  I  shall  be  left  all  alone:  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  keep  the  men  here,  excepting' soiiiethin?  Iwdone:"  and  implores  immediate  action  on  the 
measures  necessary  for  the  organization  of  an  army. 

The  committee  of  safety  write  thus  to  the  Proviaciul  Congress  of  New  Hampshire  :  "  Our  friends 
from  New  Hampshire  having  shewn  their  readinos-i  to  assist  us  in  this  day  of  distress,  we  therefore 
thou<'ht  it  best  to  give  orders  for  enlisting  such  as  were  present  in  the  service  of  this  colony,  as 
many  desired  something  may  be  done  to  hold  them  together,  until  the  resolve  of  your  Congress  is 
known,  when  we  are  ready  and  desirous  that  they  should  be  discharged  from  us  and  put  under  such 
command  aa  you  ahull  direct." 
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Resolved^  That  Mr.  Sullivan  be  a  committee  to  wait  on  the  New 
Hampshire  Congress,  at  Exeter,  to  inform  them  of  our  resolutions,  and 
request  their  concurrence,  [and  that]  IMajor  Bliss  [go]  to  Connecticut, 
and  Deacon  Rawson  to  Rhode  Island,  for  the  same  })nrpose. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sullivan  be  a  committee  to  inform  the  committee 
from  the  Congress  of  New  Hampshire,  now  waiting,  of  our  resolutions 
immediately. 

Resolved,  That  jMr.  Murray,  Mr.  Gill,  and  Capt.  Stone,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  draught  a  letter  to  each  of  the  colonels,  to  be  sent  by  ynhe 
expresses.il 

Adjourned  to  this  place,  at  two  o'clock,  P.  M. 

[Afternoon  ] 

Two  o'clock.  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment,  and  ad- 
journed to  the  meeting-house. 

Being  there  met,  the  committee  appointed  to  draught  a  letter  [to  tJie 
colonels,  reported;  the  report  was  read,]  which  was  accepted,  and  or- 
dered to  be  copied  by  Capt.  Stone. 

Mr.  Gerry  read  in  liis  place  a  letter  from  Mafblehead,  reporting  that 
[the  British  man  of  war  Lively  was  lying  off  the  harbor  of  that  town; 
representing,  that  their  means  of  defence  were  inadequate  to  repel  at- 
tack ;  and  asking  direction  and  aid :]  upon  which,  Resolved,  that  the 
matter  subside  till  further  information. 

Doct.  Warren  read  a  letter  from  the  committee  of  correspondence 
of  Connecticut;!  Ordered,  that  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Gill,  and  Doct.  Tay- 
lor, be  a  committee  to  draught  an  answer,  and  report  immediately. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Orne,  Major  Fuller  [of  Newton,]  and  Major 
Fuller  [of  Middleton,]  be  a  committee  to  count  and  sort  votes  for  a 
president  pro  tempore. 

The  committee  reported,  that  the  vote  was  full  for  Doct.  Warren. 
Col.  Palmer  was  chosen  secretary  pro  tempore. 

ll^The  report  of  the  committee|l  for  an  establishment  for  the  army, 
ll'was  read.il 

a  llexpress.il  b  ||tho  committee  reported  a  resolve.j| 

c  llwhich  being  read  was  referred  for  fnrtlier  considcr.ition.H 
(I)  They  wrote  thus  :  "  Every  preparation  is  making  to  support  your  province.  We  have  many 
reports  of  what  is  doing  with  you:  the  particulars  we  cannot  yet  gel  with  precision  :  the  ardor  of 
our  peoi)le  is  such  that  they  cannot  be  kept  back.  The  colonels  are  to  forward  a  part  of  tin-  best- 
men  and  most  ready,  as  fast  as  possible  :  the  remainder  to  bo  ready  at  a  moru'-nt':*  w  arning.*'  Thf? 
principal  object  of  the  letter,  which  was  sent  from  Lebanon,  and  r;nbscrib«Mi  by  William  William*, 
iVttthaniel  Wales,  Jun.,  and  Joseph  Trumbull,  was,  to  request  correct  infurnrntiun  of  the  movement* 
of  the  British  troops,  and  of  the  condition  of  the  colony  of  :\Iassachu*ctt--,  "  that  wc  n)ay  know 
how  to  concert  the  measures  proper  for  us  to  take."  The  answer  contaiu'-d  a  narrative  of  the  ex- 
pedition to  Concord. 
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A  report  was  made  of  a  draught  of  an  answer  to  the  committee  of 
Connecticut,  which,  after  amendment,  was  accepted. 

Voted,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  draw  up  a  narrative  of  the 
massacre  on  Wednesday  last. 

[Ordered,  That]  Doct.  Church,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Gushing,  be  that 
committee. 

Adjourned  to  eight  o'clock  to-morrow  morning,  [to  meet]  in  this 
place. 

Watertown,  pMoNDAT,]  April  24, 1775,  A.  M. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Rev.  Mr.  Murray  [wa>]  appointed  president  pro  tempore,  andlchabod 
Goodwin  secretary  pro  tenipore  :  Jonas  Dix,  Esq.,  was  appointed  mon- 
itor. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gerry  give  the  express  going  to  the  press,  his 
orders  for  the  enlisting  papers. 

Ordered,  That  the  enlisting  paper  going  to  the  press,  shall  be  au- 
thenticated by  the  secretary  pro  tempore. 

Resolved,  That  six  hundred  of  these  papers  be  printed,  and  that  the 
||*expressll  wait  for  two  hundred  of  them. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  safety,  or  committee  of  supplies,  be 
empowered  to  impress  horses  or  teams,  and  direct  the  owners  of  them 
to  send  their  accounts  to  the  conmiittee  of  supplies:  also  to  empower 
other  persons  to  impress  on  special  occasions. 

Resolved,  That  tlie  [resolves  for  the]  establishment  of  the  army  be 
printed  in  handbills,  and  that  a  copy  of  them  be  sent  by  the  express 
who  is  going  for  the  enlisting  papers,  and  that  three  hundred  of  them 
be  printed  immediately. 

Moved,  That  a  member  from  each  county  be  appointed  to  attend  the 
committee  of  safety,  and  let  them  know  the  names  of  the  officers  in 
said  counties  belonging  to  the  minute  men,  and  such  as  are  most  suita- 
able  for  officers  in  the  army  now  raising. 

Ordered,  That  [the  following  gentlemen  be  the  committee  :]  Col. 
Lincoln,  for  the  county  of  Sutlblk  :  Major  Fuller,  for  Essex :  Col. 
Prescot,  for  Middlesex  :  Col.  Pomeroy,  for  Hampshire :  Nathan  Gush- 
ing, Esq.,  for  Plymouth :  Daniel  Davis,  Esq.,  for  Barnstable  :  Col. 
Daggct,  for  Bristol :  Ichabod  Goodwin,  Esq.,  for  York  :  Joseph  Mayhew, 
Esq.,  for  Dukes  County:  Major  Bigelow,  for  Worcester:  Mr.  Samuel 
Freeman,  for  Cuniberland  :  Rev.  Mr.  Jolui  Murray,  for  Lincoln  :  Col. 
John  Patterson,  for  Berkshire,  and  [Stephen]  Hussey,  Esq.,  for  Nan- 
tucket. 

a  ||Congre«8.|| 
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Ordered,  That  each  of  these  members  attend  the  service  according 
to  their  appointment,  or  write  to  the  comnnttce. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Fuller  of  Middletown,  give  a  list  of  the  names 
of  these  members  to  the  committee  of  safety. 

Resolved,  That  when  this  Congress  do  adjourn,  that  they  adjourn  to 
three  o'clock  this  afternoon,  and  the  members  are  enjoined  to  attend 
punctually  at  that  time. 

Adjourned  accordingly  to  three  o'clock. 

Afuirnoon,.  April  24,  1T75. 

Letters  from  Hartford,^  directed  to  the  president  of  this  Congress, 
laid  on  the  table,  were  ordered  to  be  read,  and,  afier  reading,  were  or- 
dered to  be  immediately  forwarded  to  tlie  committee  of  safety,  then 
sitting  at  Cambridge. 

Moved,  That  a  committee  be  now  appointed  to  examine  the  records 
and  report  such  matters  contained  therein,  as  may  be  made  public,  and 
such  as  shall  remain  secret  at  present. 

Ordered,  That  ALijor  Brooks,  Deacon  Fisher,  and  Mr.  Freeman,  be 
a  connniitee  for  tiiat  purpose. 

||Then  the}!  Congress  adjourned  till  eight  o'clock  next  morning,  at 
tins  place. 

IITuESDAY,  April  25,  1775. |i 
Eight  o'clock,  A.  M.    According  to  adjournment  [the  Congress] 
then  met. 

Ordered,  That  the  treasurer  be  inquired  of  ||by  this  Congress]]  re- 
specting the  state  of  the  treasury. 

Answered  by  said  treasurer  in  a  general  way,  that,  for  the  year  1773, 
it  was  supposed  that  about  <£*20,000  was  due,  and  that  he  had  received 
about  .€5,000. 

Moved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve,  how 
we  may  H^get  the  knowledgejl  the  towns  and  districts,  who  are  de- 
linquent ;  llbutll  passed  in  the  negative. 

Moved,  for  a  reconsideration,  and  passed  negatively. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  report  of  what  thev  thought 
might  be  made  public  of  the  resolves,  reported,  that  nothing  relative 
to  our  proceeding  with  the  indian  nations  be  known,  and  that  other 
mutters  be  left  at  discretion  with  each  member. 

Moved,  That  this  matter  subside  for  the  present. 

a  llascertain  the  nuiiil»er.!| 
(I)  These  letters,  repeating  the  assurances  given  by  the  committee  of  corresjKinder.ce,  of  the 
readiness  of  the  men  of  Connecticut  to  support  their  brethren  of  Massachusetts,  and  d'"*ire«l  the 
direction  of  Congress,  as  to  the  number  of  troops  to  be  sent  to  Cambridge. 
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Leave  of  absence  is  granted  [to  Jerathmiel]  Bowers,  Esq.,  to  return 
home. 

llThenjl  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  afternoon. 

[Afternoon.] 

Three  o'clock.    According  to  adjournment  met. 
The  letter  from  Haverhill^  committed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gill,  Col.  Gerrish,  and  Major  Fuller  of  Middle- 
ton,  be  a  committee  for  tliat  purj)0se,  and  to  sit  forthwith. 

Moved,  by  the  committee  of  safety,  for  two  gentlemen  as  engineers, 
and  an  establishment  for  them. 

Ordered,  That  iMr.  Gill,  [.Tonas]  Dix,  Esq.,  and  Henry  Gardner, 
Esq.,  be  a  committee  for  that  purpose  to  bring  in  a  resolve. 

Ordered,  That  a  resolve  should  be  ||'brought  in||  by  the  committee 
of  safety  to  reduce  the  regiments. 

Moved,  That  the  companies  in  each  regiment  be  reduced  from  one 
hundred  men  each  to  fifty-nine,  including  three  ofiicers ;  one  captain, 
two  subalterns;  and  passed  unanimously  in  the  affirmative. 

Moved,  That  each  regiment  be  reduced  to  ten  of  these  companies, 
and  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Orne,  Col.  Palmer  and  [Henry]  Gardner,  Esq., 
be  a  committee  for  regulating  the  regiments  of  the  army,  and  to  sit 
forthwith. 

A  letter  from  Salem  [was]  read,  setting  forth  the  expediency  [that] 
the  depositions  we  are  now  taking  be  forwarded  as  fast  as  possible  ; 
the  same  [was]  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  committee,  for  that  purpose, 
at  Lexington,  immediately. 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  from  Marblehead,-  with  the  debate 
thereon,  sul.'side  for  the  present. 

llThenjl  adjourned  till  eight  o'clock  next  day. 

a  ]j^uhmittcil.|| 

(1)  The  answer  prpi)are(l  by  tho  coinri)itt<  f,  uildns^otl  to  the  town  clerk  of  Haverhill,  will  explain 
the  contents  of  the  K  tter  received  by  the  C  <iii::r<  ss. 

"Sir:  Tho  Congress  have  this  day  received  a  letter  from  Nathaniel  Peasiee  Sargeant,  Esq.,  and 
Jonathan  Webster,  Esq.,  acquaiiitinjj  them  that  the  late  dreadful  fire  in  Haverhill,  together  with 
some  pul)lic  di5tiir!>aiiees  in  saiti  town,  iiiiik*-  it  iH-  -.";sary  that  they  should  be  at  home  at  this  time. 
The  Con?r.  «s  apitreliend  that  tlie  important  l.u>in(  -^^  of  the  colonies  requires  that  every  town  should 
be  now  represented  ;  and  therefore  desire  tiiat  if  n>  ithor  of  those  gentlemen  can  attend,  others 
should  be  elected  in  their  room,  that  the  w  i^dom  of  the  whole  colony  may  be  collected  at  our  hour 
of  need." 

(2)  Many  memorials,  of  similar  purport,  were  presented  to  the  Congress  from  the  maritime  towns, 
representing  that  the  loni'  line  of  sea  coast  was  without  adequate  defence  ;  that  armed  vessels  were 
hovering  about  the  I'ort?,  ready  to  turn  their  cannon  upon  the  villages  of  the  shore  ;  that  the  people 
were  exhausted  by  strenuous  exertions  in  the  conunon  cause;  and  praying  for  reenforcements  of 
men,  and  sup'plies  of  arms  and  ammunition. 
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Wednesday,  April  26,  8  o'clock,  A.  M. 
Then  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President,  Doct.  Taylor,  Mr.  Freeman,  [Henry] 
Gardner,  Esq.  and  Col.  Stone,  be  a  committee  to  draught  a  letter  to 
our  agent  in  Great  Britain. 

WRcsolvcd^W  That  William  Burbeck  be,  and  he  is  hereby  appointed 
an  engineer  of  the  forces  now  raising  in  this  colony  for  the  defence  of 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  American  continent,  and  that  there  be 
paid  to  the  said  William  Burbeck,  out  of  the  public  treasury  of  this 
colony,  during  his  continuance  in  that  service,  at  the  rate  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  pounds,  lawful  money,  per  annum.  And  it  is  further 
Resolved,  that  from  and  after  the  time  when  the  said  forces  shall  be 
disbanded,  during  the  life  of  the  said  Burbeck,  there  be  paid  to  him 
out  of  said  treasury,  the  sum  of  ninety-seven  pounds  six  shillings  and 
eight  pence,  lawful  money,  annually. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Gerrish,  Deacon  Fisher,  Col.  Orne,  Mr.  Batch- 
elder  and  Capt.  Brown,  be  a  committee  to  take  into  consideration  the 
letter  laid  on  the  table  by  tlie  committee  of  safety  from  James  Sulli- 
van,^ Esq.,  and  the  committee  to  sit  forthwith. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  drawn  by  the  committee,  to  send  to  Doct. 
Franklin,  as  agent,  be  copied,  and  authenticated  by  the  president  pro 
tempore.    [The  letter  is  as  follows  :] 

[In  Provincial  Congress,  IVatertown,  April  26,  1775.] 

[To  the  [Jon.  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esq.,  at  London. '\ 

[Sir  : — From  the  entire  confidence  we  repose  in  your  faithfulness 
and  abilities,  we  consider  it  the  happiness  of  this  colony,  that  the  im- 
portant trust  of  agency  for  it,  in  this  day  of  unequalled  distress,  is  de- 
volved on  your  hands,  and  we  doubt  not,  your  attachment  to  the  cause 
and  liberties  of  mankind,  will  make  every  possible  exertion  in  our  be- 
half a  pleasure  to  you ;  although  our  circumstances  will  compel  us 
often  to  interrupt  your  repose,  by  matters  that  will  surely  give  you 
pain.  A  singular  instance  hereof,  is  the  occasion  of  the  present  let- 
ter. The  contents  of  this  packet  will  be  our  apology  for  troubling 
you  with  it.  From  these,  you  will  see,  how  and  by  whom  we  are  at 
last  plunged  into  the  horrors  of  a  most  unnatural  war.] 

[Our  enemies,  we  are  told,  have  despatched  to  Great  Britain  a  falla- 

a  ||Ordered.|l 

(1)  One  letter  of  Mr,  Sullivan  was  written  to  ask  immediat«  attention  to  the  relief  of  the 
eastern  towns,  the  subject  of  a  subsequent  resolve. 

5}0 


154 


SECOND  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS.     [AprU  26, 


cious  account  of  the  tragedy  they  have  begun ;  to  prevent  the  opera- 
tion of  which  to  the  public  injury,  we  have  engaged  the  vessel  that 
conveys  this  to  you,  as  a  packet  in  the  service  of  this  colony  ;  and  we 
request  your  assistance  in  supplying  Capt.  Derby,  who  commands  her, 
with  such  necessaries  as  he  shall  want,  on  the  credit  of  your  constitu- 
ents in  Massachusetts  Bay.] 

[But  we  most  ardently  wish,  that  the  several  papers  herewith  en- 
closed, may  be  immediately  printed,  and  dispersed  through  every  town 
in  England,  and  especially  communicated  to  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen 
and  council  of  the  city  of  London,  that  they  may  take  such  or- 
der thereon  as  they  may  think  proper ;  and  we  are  confident  your 
fidelity  will  make  such  improvement  of  them  as  shall  convince  all, 
who  are  not  determined  to  be  in  everlasting  blindness,  that  it  is  the 
united  efforts  of  both  Englands  that  can  save  either.  But  that  what- 
ever price  our  brethren  in  the  one,  may  be  pleased  to  put  on  their  con- 
stitutional liberties,  we  are  autiioiized  to  assure  you,  that  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  other,  with  the  greatest  unanimity,  are  inflexibly  resolved 
to  sell  theirs  only  at  the  price  of  their  lives.] 

[The  following  address  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  reported  by 
a  committee,  was  adopted.] 

[In  Provincial  Congress,  Watertown,  April  26,  1775.] 

[To  the  Inhabitants  of  Great  Britain.] 
[Friends  and  Fellow  Subjects  : — Hostilities  are  at  length  com- 
menced in  this  colony  by  the  troops  under  the  command  of  general 
Gage,  and  it  being  of  the  greatest  importance,  that  an  early,  true  and 
authentic  account  of  this  inhuman  proceeding  should  be  known  to 
you,  the  Congress  of  this  colony  have  transmitted  the  same,  and  from 
want  of  a  session  of  the  honorable  Continental  Congress,  think  it 
proper  to  address  you  on  this  alarming  occasion.] 

[By  the  clearest  depositions  relative  to  this  transaction,  it  will  ap- 
pear, that  on  the  night  preceding  the  nineteenth  of  April  instant,  a 
body  of  the  king's  troops,  under  the  command  of  Col.  Smith,  were 
secretly  landed  at  Cambridge,  with  an  apparent  design  to  take  or  de- 
stroy the  military  and  other  stores  provided  for  the  defence  of  this  col- 
ony and  deposited  at  Concord  :  that  some  inhabitants  of  the  colony, 
on  the  night  aforesaid,  whilst  travelling  peaceably  on  the  road  between 
Boston  and  Concord,  were  seized  and  greatly  abused  by  armed  men, 
who  appeared  to  be  officers  of  general  Gage's  army  :  that  the  town  of 
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Lexington,  by  these  means,  was  alarmed,  and  a  company  of  the  inhab- 
itants mustered  on  the  occasion :  that  the  regular  troops,  on  their  way 
to  Concord,  marched  into  the  said  town  of  Lexington,  and  the  said 
company,  on  their  approach,  began  to  disperse  :  that  notwithstanding 
this,  the  regulars  rushed  on  with  great  violence  ;  and  first  began  hos- 
tilities, by  firing  on  said  Lexington  company,  whereby  they  killed  eight 
and  wounded  several  others :  that  the  regulars  continued  their  fire,  un- 
til those  of  said  company,  who  were  neither  killed  nor  wounded,  had 
made  their  escape :  that  Col.  Smith,  with  the  detachment,  then 
marched  to  Concord,  where  a  number  of  provincials  were  again  fired 
on  by  the  troops,  and  two  of  them  killed  and  several  wounded,  before 
the  provincials  fired  on  them:  and  that  these  hostile  measures  of  the 
troops,  produced  an  engagement  that  lasted  through  the  day,  in  which 
many  of  the  provincials,  and  more  of  the  regular  troops,  were  killed 
and  wounded.] 

[To  give  a  particular  account  of  the  ravages  of  the  troops,  as  they 
retreated  from  Concord  to  Charlestown,  would  be  very  difficult,  if  not 
impracticable.  Let  it  suffice  to  say,  that  a  great  number  of  the  liouses 
on  the  road  were  plundered  and  rendered  unfit  for  use  ;  several  were 
burnt ;  women  in  childbed  were  driven,  by  the  soldiery,  naked  into 
the  streets  :  old  men,  peaceably  in  their  houses,  were  shot  dead,  and 
such  scenes  exhibited  as  would  disgrace  the  annals  of  the  most  unciv- 
ilized nation.] 

[These,  brethren,  are  marks  of  ministerial  vengeance  against  this 
colony,  for  refusing,  with  her  sister  colonies,  submission  to  slavery : 
but  they  have  not  yet  detached  us  from  our  royal  sovereign.  We  pro- 
fess to  be  his  loyal  and  dutiful  subjects,  and  so  hardly  dealt  with  as  we 
have  been,  are  still  ready,  with  our  lives  and  fortunes,  to  defend  his 
person,  family,  crown  and  dignity.  Nevertheless,  to  the  persecution 
and  tyranny  of  his  cruel  ministry,  we  will  not  tamely  submit.  Ap- 
peftling  to  Heaven  for  the  justice  of  our  cause,  we  determine  to  die  or 
be  free.] 

[We  cannot  think  that  the  honor,  wisdom  and  valor  of  Britons,  will 
suffer  them  to  be  longer  inactive  spectators  of  measures,  in  which  they 
themselves  are  so  deeply  interested :  measures  pursued  in  opposition  to 
the  solemn  protests  of  many  noble  lords,  and  the  expressed  sense  of 
conspicuous  commoners,  whose  knowledge  and  virtue  have  long  char- 
acterized them  as  some  of  the  greatest  men  in  the  nation :  measures 
executing  contrary  to  the  interest,  petitions  and  resolves  of  many 
large,  respectable  and  opulent  counties,  cities  and  boroughs  in  Great 
Britain:  measures  highly  incompatible  with  justice,  but  still  pursued 
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with  a  specious  pretence  of  easing  the  nation  of  its  burthens  :  meas- 
ures which,  if  successful,  nmst  end  in  the  ruin  and  slavery  of  Britain 
as  well  as  the  persecuted  American  colonies.] 

[We  sincerely  hope,  that  the  Great  Sovereign  of  the  Universe,  who 
hath  so  often  appeared  for  the  English  nation,  will  support  you  in  every 
rational  and  manly  exertion  with  these  colonies,  for  saving  it  from 
ruin,  and  that,  in  a  constitutional  connection  with  the  mother  country, 
we  shall  be  altogether  a  free  and  happy  people. 

The  depositions  taken  by  the  committee  for  that  purpose,  w^ere  laid 
on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  read." 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  make  duplicates  of  the  same,  and 
Capt.  Stone,  [Jonas]  Dix,  Esq.,  Col.  Tyng,  Col.  Dwight,  Capt.  Whit- 
temore,  Major  Fuller  and  Mr.  Freeman  assist  as  scribes  in  that 
business.  .  ^ 

And  then  adjourned  till  three  o'clock. 

Anernoon. 

IIThree  o'clock,  afternoon.    Met  according  to  adjournment.  1| 
Ordered,  That  the  letters  and  papers  just  now  received  from  Rhode 
Island^  by  Doct.  Perkins,  be  sent  to  the  committee  of  safety,  now  sit- 
ting in  Cambridge,  by  him,  and  that  he  have  leave  to  go  home  a  few 
days. 

(1)  The  letter  to  Doct.  Franklin,  nnd  iho  a«i(Iross  to  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain,  have  been 
restored  to  their  places  in  the  jonniiil  ot'  the  Trxvincial  Congress,  from  the  copies  preserved  in  the 
lecordd  of  the  Continental  Coii^re>8,  May  11,  1775. 

(2)  These  depo!=ition?,  with  the  narrative  prepared  by  order  of  the  Congress,  will  be  found  in  the 
Appendix. 

(3)  The  letters  covered  the  following  resolution  of  the  general  assembly  of  Rhode  Island,  adopt- 
ed April  25,  1775. 

"  At  this  very  danirerous  crisis  of  Ainoricnn  affairs  :  at  a  time  when  we  are  surrounded  with  fleets 
and  armies,  that  threaten  our  imniediato  destruction  ;  at  a  time  when  the  fears  and  anxieties  of 
the  people  throw  them  into  the  utmost  distress,  and  totally  prevent  them  from  attending  to  the 
common  occupations  of  life  :  to  prevent  the  nli^chie^ous  conse(4uences  that  must  attend  such  a  dis- 
ordered state,  and  to  restore  peace  to  the  minds  of  the  good  people  of  this  colony,  it  is  thought  ab- 
solutely necessary,  that  a  number  of  men  be  raised  ami  embotUed,  properly  armed  and  disciplined, 
to  continue  in  this  colony  as  an  army  of  observation,  to  repel  any  insult  or  violence  that  may  be 
offered  to  the  inhabitants  ;  and  also,  if  it  tie  necessary  for  the  safety  and  preservation  of  any  of  the 
colonies,  that  they  be  ordered  to  march  out  of  this  colony,  and  join  and  co-operate  with  the  forces 
of  our  neighboring  colonics." 

"  It  is  Foted  and  Resolved,  that  fifteen  hundred  men  be  enlisted,  raised  and  embodied,  as  afore- 
said, with  all  the  expedition  and  desjjatch  that  the  nature  of  tlie  thinir  w  ill  admit  of." 

In  the  house  of  nir»gistrates,  on  the  passage  of  this  resolution,  the  following  protest  was  entered 
by  the  governor,  deputy  governor  and  two  of  the  assistants. 

♦*  We,  the  subscribers,  professmir  true  allegiance  to  his  majesty,  king  George  the  Third,  beg 
leave  to  dissent  from  the  vote  of  thi;  bouse  of  magistrates  for  enlisting,  raising  and  embodying  an 
army  of  ob3er\  ation  of  fifteen  hundred  men,  to  repel  any  insults  or  violences  that  may  be  offered  to 
the  inhabitants:  and  also,  if  it  be  necessary  for  the  safi-ty  and  preservation  of  any  of  the  colonies, 
to  march  them  out  of  this  colony,  to  join  and  co-operate  with  the  forces  of  our  neighboring  colo- 
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Resolved,  That  Richard  Gridley,  Esq.  be,  and  he  hereby  is  appoint- 
ed chief  engineer  of  the  forces  now  raising  in  this  colony,  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  American  continent ;  and  that 
there  be  paid  to  the  said  Richard  Gridley,  out  of  tlie  public  treasury 
of  this  colon}',  during  his  continuance  in  that  service,  at  the  rate  of 
one  hundred  and  seventy  pounds,  lawful  money,  per  annum.  And  it 
is  further  Resolved,  that  from  and  after  the  time  when  the  said  forces 
shall  be  disbanded,  during  the  life  of  the  said  Gridley,  there  be  paid 
to  him,  out  of  the  said  treasury,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
three  pounds,  lawful  money,  per  annum. 

Ordered,  That  the  duplicates  lay  on  the  table  till  the  narrative 
comes  in. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Freeman,  Doct.  Taylor,  Deacon  Cheever,  Doct. 
Baylies  and  Col.  Farley,  be  a  committee  to  consider  the  state  of  the 
eastern  parts  of  this  province  at  large,  in  regard  to  supplying  them 
with  ammunition,  and  to  sit  forthwith.  [The  committee  presented  the 
following  report,  which  was  accepted.] 

[Ix  Provincial  Congress,  \Vatcrtoirn,  April  vXG,  1775.] 
[Whereas,  representation  has  been  made  to  this  Congress,  that  seve- 
ral of  the  towns  in  the  eastern  parts  of  the  colony  are  deficient  in 
such  supply  of  ammunition,  as  it  is  necessary  that  they  should,  at  this 
day,  be  furnished  with,  for  the  safety  and  defence  of  the  colony  in 
general  and  that  part  of  it  in  particular  :] 

[Therefore,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  supplies  be,  and  they 
are  hereby  directed,  forthwith,  to  take  some  effectual  measures  to  pro- 
cure such  a  quantity  of  powder  and  ball  as  will  appear  to  them  to  be 
necessary  for  the  use  of  this  colony,  under  the  present  alarming  situa- 
tion of  our  public  affairs  ;  and,  in  particular,  that  they  immediately  send 
to  the  colonies  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island  for  so  much  powder 
as  they  shall  think  necessary,  and  when  procured,  to  deliver  so  much  of 
it,  to  the  order  of  the  selectmen  of  such  deficient  towns,  and  in  such 

nic«  :  because,  we  are  of  opinion,  that  such  a  measure  will  be  attended  with  the  most  fatal  conse- 
quences to  our  charter  privileges,  involve  ibis  colony  in  all  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war,  and,  as  we 
conceive,  be  an  open  violation  of  the  oath  of  allefriance,  which  we  have  severally  taken  upon  our 
admission  into  the  respective  otfices  we  hold  in  the  colony." 

"JOSEPH  J.  WANTON,         THOMAS  WICKES, 
DARIUS  SESSIONS,  WILLIA.M  POTTER." 

Michael  Bowler,  Esq.,  speaker  of  the  house,  writes  thus  :  "  Notwithst.iiidinj;  an  exception  of  a 
few  individuals,  you  may  be  assured  that  the  colony  are  firm  and  determined,  and  jrreuter  uiiuniniily 
scarce  ever  prevailed  in  the  lower  house  than  was  found  on  the  great  questions  before  th»  !ii.  U  e 
pray  to  God  that  he  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  bring  to  nothing  the  councils  and  d'-^igns  of 
wicked  men  against  our  lives  and  liberties,  and  grant  his  blessing  upon  our  righteous  contest." 
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quantities  as  they  may  think  will  be  proportional  to  the  exigencies  of 
each  town  respectively,  and  to  the  safety  and  defence  of  the  colony  in 
general :  such  towns  to  pay  for  the  supplies  which  they  may  receive  of 
said  committee,  according  to  the  net  expense  of  procuring  the  same.]^ 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Cutts,  Ichabod  Goodwin  and  Deacon  Fisher,  be 
appointed  to  proportion  the  powder  that  is  recommended  to  be  sold  to 
the  towns  of  York,  Welles,  Biddeford,  Boothbay  and  Sandford,  and  to 
sit  forthwith.  [The  committee  reported  the  following  resolve  which 
was  accepted :] 

[Whereas,  the  towns  of  York,  W'elles,  Boothbay  and  Biddeford 
have  applied  to  this  Congress,  setting  forth  the  dangerous  situation 
they  are  in,  being  sea  ports,  and  thereby  exposed  to  the  ravages  of 
the  enemy,  although  but  a  small  force  should  be  sent  to  attack  them  by 
sea;  and  likewise  shewing  tliat  they  have  not  ammunition  sufficient 
wherewith  to  make  defence  should  they  be  thus  attacked;  and  consid- 
ering them  as  they  ought  to  be,  part  of  the  whole,  and  should  they  suf- 
fer that  the  whole  must  be  atVected  :] 

[Therefore,  Jlesolvcd,  That  it  be,  and  it  hereby  is  recommended  to 
the  selectmen  of  the  towns  of  Marblehead,  Salem  and  Newburyport, 
that  they  forthwith  sell  out  of  their  town  stock  four  half  barrels  of 
powder  each,  to  said  towns  of  York,  Welles,  Biddeford  and  Boothbay, 
to  put  the  inhabitants  thereof  in  some  tolerable  state  of  defence  ;  and 
should  the  towns  of  Marblehead,  Salem  and  Newburyport  be  under 
the  necessity  of  having  the  quantities  which  they  have  delivered  to  the 
said  towns  of  York,  Welles,  Boothbay  and  Biddeford  replaced,  in  that 
case,  the  Congress  will  give  orders  for  the  same  as  soon  as  may  be : 
the  powder  to  be  apportioned  according  to  the  number  of  inhabitants 
jn  the  said  towns  :  as  also  to  Sandford,  said  town  having  made  appli- 
cation for  supplies  of  the  same  kind.] 

Ordered,  That  Rev.  J.  Murray,  Major  Fuller  and  Jonas  Dix, 
Esq.,  be  a  committee  to  return  the  thanks  of  this  Congress  to  the  rev- 
erend ministers,  who  have  generously  offered  to  supply  the  army  as 
chaplains  each  a  month  in  rotation. 

Ordered,  That  three  o'clock  to-morrow  ["be  assigned]  to  take  into 
consideration  some  effectual  method  of  supplying  the  treasury, 

a  [this  Conj^rfss  will  take] 

(1)  This  resolve,  and  that  which  immediutely  follows,  are  copied  from  the  original  papers  in  the 
office  of  the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 
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Ordered^  That  Deacon  How  have  leave  to  return  home,  but  Hhe 
is  toll  return  to  his  duty  immediately. 

Ordered^  That  copies  of  the  order  to  Hon.  Richard  Derby,  Esq., 
for  fitting  out  his  vessel  as  a  packet,  be  taken  and  authenticated  by  the 
president  pro  tempore.^ 

Ordered,  That  the  Hon  Richard  Derby,  Esq.'s  order  to  the  treasu- 
ry, be  also  authenticated  by  the  president  pro  tempore. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  supplies  [be  directed]  to  [cause 
the]  draught  of  the  letter  to  our  agent  in  Great  Britain  jj'to  be  sent,ll 
with  the  papers  now  preparing  for  that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  Doct.  Holten,  Doct.  Baylies,  Capt.  Whittemore,  Col. 
Dwight  and  Mr.  Kollock,  be  a  committee  to  take  the  recommendation 
of  the  committee  of  safety  into  consideration,  with  respect  jjto  armour- 
ers for II  the  army  now  forming. 

Moved,  That  when  this  Congress  do  adjourn,  that  they  adjourn  till 
seven  o'clock  to-morrow  morning.  -   ^  ; 

II And  thenll  adjourned  accordingly. 

Thursday,  April  27,  [1775,  A.  M.] 
Seven  o'clock — met  according  to  adjournment. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Goodman  inquire  of  the  committee  of  safety, 
whether  any  provision  is  made  for  a  post  or  posts  to  ride  from  the 
army  to  Worcester,  agreeably  to  a  request  from  the  selectmen  of  that 
town,  and  also  to  procure  a  writ  for  calling  a  general  assembly  in  May 
next,  issued  from  general  Gage  for  that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  pro  tempore  take  extracts  from  the 
minutes  of  the  resolves  of  this  Congress,  and  authenticate  the  same, 
and  deliver  them  to  the  men  now  in  waiting  from  York  and  Welles,  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  some  powder. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gerry  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  resolve  with  re- 
gard to  the  sea  ports  in  the  county  of  Essex. 

[Whereupon,  Mr.  Gerry  offered  the  following  :] 

[Whereas,  hostilities  have  been  commenced  in  this  colony  by  Great 
Britain,  and  the  sword  may  remain  unsheathed  for  a  considerable  time: 

a  ||and  be  requested  to  send  the  sume.i| 
(1)  The  order  to  Richard  Derby,  Esq.  was  aa  follows  : 

IN  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY,  April  27,  1775. 
Resolved,  That  Capt.  Derby  be  directed,  and  he  hereby  is  directed,  to  make  for  Dublin,  or  any 
other  good  port  in  Ireland,  and  from  thence  to  cross  to  Scotland  or  En^Iund,  and  hasten  to  London. 
This  direction  is  given,  that  so  he  may  escape  all  cruisers  that  may  be  in  the  chops  of  the  channel, 
to  stop  the  communication  of  the  provincial  intelligence  to  the  agent.  He  will  forthw  ith  deliver 
his  papers  to  the  agent  on  reaching  London.  J.  VVAKREN,  Chairman. 

P.     — You  are  to  keep  this  order  a  profound  secret  from  every  person  on  earth. 
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Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  it  hereby  is  earnestly  recommended  to  the 
committees  of  tlie  sea  port  towns  in  the  county  of  Essex,  that  they 
use  their  utmost  endeavors  to  have  all  the  effects  of  the  inhabitants  of 
their  respective  towns  removed  as  soon  as  possible :  that  the  Congress 
highly  approves  of  the  conduct  of  said  towns  in  wearing  a  pacific  ap- 
pearance until  their  effects  shall  be  secured  :  that  the  Congress  con- 
sider it  as  absolutely  necessary  for  said  inhabitants  to  be  in  readiness 
to  go  into  the  country  on  the  shortest  notice,  and  to  avoid  mixing  with 
our  enemies,  as  thereby  their  own  lives  will  ever  be  in  imminent  dan- 
ger when  the  colony  and  the  continent  shall  attack  such  enemies. 
And  it  is  also  recommended  to  tliem  that  their  application  to  Congress 
for  advice,  and  this  resolve  in  consequence  thereof,  be  kept  a  secret, 
that  their  effects  may  more  easily  be  removed.] ^ 

Ordered,  That  three  o'clock  next  Tuesday  be  assigned  to  take  up 
the  matter  in  the  resolve  brouirht  in  by  Mr.  Gerry. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Prt-idcnt,  Col.  Orne,  Doct.  Taylor,  Major  Ful- 
ler of  IMiddlcton,  and  Capt.  GoDdman,  be  a  committee  to  confer  with 
the  ofhcers  of  the  army,  relative  to  the  reduction  of  their  pay. 

Col.  Dwight  [was]  appointed  to  wait  on  the  committee  of  safety, 
and  acquaint  them  with  the  names  of  the  officers  in  the  regiments  of 
minute  men  in  Worcester  county. 

Mr.  Hale  jiisH  appointed  to  the  same  business  IjforH  the  county  of 
Hampshire. 

Then  adjourned  till  three  o'clock. 

[.Afternoon.] 

II Afternoon,  three  o'clock — met  accordin^r  to  adjournment. || 
Ordered,  That  Capt.  Kingsbury,  Doct.  Holten  and  Deacon  Stone, 
are  appointed  to  enquire,  and  endeavor  to  get  an  exact  account  of  the 
men  killed,  and  wounded,  and  murdered,  in  the  late  scene  on  the  19th 
instant. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  moved  for,  to  take  up  the  matter  of  sup- 
plying the  treasury. 

.  Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  for  that  purpose,  to  con- 
sist of  five,  and  to  be  chosen  by  written  votes. 

Ordered,  That  two  be  added  to  this  committee. 

Ordered,  That  Doct.  Ilolten,  .Mr.  Bullen  and  Capt.  Batchelder  be 
appointed  to  count  and  sort  the  votes. 

Ordered,  That  nine  o'clock  be  assigned  for  that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Partridge,  Capt.  Greenleaf  and  Doct,  Baker,  be 
appointed  to  consider  the  petition  from  Gorham,  and  to  sit  forthwith. 

(1)  Mr.  Gt'rry's  re«ohition  is  trnn^rriheil  from  tho  original  oir  Jhe  files  of  Confess. 
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Ordered,  That  Capt.  Whitteniore,  Mr.  Freeman  and  Doct.  Baylies, 
assist  as  scribes,  the  committees  in  taking  fair  copies  of  the  deposi- 
tions in  order  for  the  press ;  and  to  sit  forthwith. 

Ordered,  That  Jonas  Dix,  Esq.,  [William]  Sticknoy,  Esq.  and 
Deacon  Stone,  be  appointed  to  take  true  copies  of  the  depositions, 
and  have  them  signed  by  the  deponents,  and  authenticated  by  the  jus- 
tices and  a  notary  public. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Hubbart  have  leave  to  go  home  a  few  days. 

Then  adjourned  till  nine  o'clock  [to-morrow  morning.] 

[Friday,  April  28, 1775,  A.  ]\L] 

Nine  o'clock — met  |]''according||  to  adjournment. 

Ordered,  [That]  Mr.  President,  Col.  Gerrir^h,  xMr.  Gerry,  Doct. 
Holten  and  Mr.  Gill,  be  appointed  to  confer  witli  the  gentlemen  from 
New  Hampshire,  and  are  desired  to  lay  the  letters  just  received  from 
New  York,  before  them.i 

Ordered,  At  the  desire  of  the  secretary  pro  tempore,  that  he  be 
excused  from  that  service  after  another  is  appointed  in  that  place. 

Accordingly  Mr.  [Samuel]  Freeman  was  appointed  to  that  othce 
pro  tempore. 

In  Provincial  Congress,  Watertown,  April  28,  1775. 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  commit- 
tee who  this  day  arrived  here  from  the  colony  of  New  Hampshire, 
have  leave  to  report  to  this  Congress  a  draught  of  a  letter,  which  they 
have  prepared  as  an  answer  to  one  received  from  the  convention  of 
the  said  colony  of  New  Hampshire,  dated  2Gth  instant.  The  said 
draught  was  accordingly  reported,  read  and  unanimously  accepted,  and 
•ordered  to  be  authenticated  by  the  president,  and  delivered  to  Col. 
Nathaniel  Folsom,  Col.  Josiah  Bartlet  and  Major  Samuel  Hobart, 
Esq.,  the  committee  from  the  said  convention  of  New  Hampshire,  and 
is  as  follows,  viz.  : 

"  Gentlemen  :— It  is  with  pleasure  we  have  received  your  letter 
abovementioned,  and  by  a  committee  of  this  Congress,  have  had  a 
conference  with  your  respectable  committee. 

We  find  the  fullest  conviction  in  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants  of 

a  llconformably  || 

(1)  The  letters  from  New  York  enclosed  communications  from  London,  contuinin?  int»-ni?enc« 
of  the  proceedings  of  parliament,  information  of  the  designs  of  the  miniatrj,  and  exhortatioM  to 
union  and  firmness  in  resistance. 

21 
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our  sister  colonies,  as  well  as  of  this,  that  by  their  immediate  and  most 
vigorous  exertions,  there  is  the  greatest  prospect  of  establishing  their 
liberties  and  saving  their  country ;  and  that  without  such  exertions  all 
*  must  be  lost. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  this  Congress,  as  already  communicated,  that  a 
powerful  army  on  our  side,  must,  at  once,  cut  out  such  a  work  for  a 
tyrannical  administration,  as,  under  the  great  opposition  which  they 
meet  with  in  England,  they  cannot  accomplish  ;  and  that  their  system 
of  despotism  must  soon  be  shaken  to  the  foundation :  but  should  they 
still  pursue  their  sanguinary  measures,  that  the  colonies  will  then  be 
able  to  make  a  successful  stand. 

We  have  the  utmost  confidence  in  your  patriotic  colony,  whose  in- 
habitants have  signalized  themselves  in  joining  their  brethren  in  this; 
and  hope  to  see  New  Hampsliire,  and  every  other  government  which 
has  been  exposed  to  the  corruption  of  a  British  ministry,  soon  placed 
upon  such  a  footing  as  will  l)e  best  calculated  to  promote  the  true  in- 
terest of  the  same,  and  to  prevent  in  future  such  unhappy  disputes  as 
have  taken  place  with  the  motlier  country. 

We  have  just  received  an  agreeable  account  of  the  conduct  of  our 
brethren  in  New  York,  and  liave  delivered  a  copy  of  the  letter  to  your 
committee. 

We  sincerely  thank  you  for  your  l|latel|  measures  taken  [j^by  yourjl 
convention  at  Exeter,  and  are  fully  persuaded  that  the  Congress  of 
your  colony,  which  is  to  meet  on  the  17th  May,  will  take  such  eftectual 
steps  as  the  present  exigency  of  public  affairs  requires,  and  the  conti- 
nent of  America  must  necessarily,  approve. 

Ordered^  That  the  secretary  authenticate  a  copy  of  the  letter  this 
day  received  from  governor  Hopkins  of  Rhode  Island,  and  deliver  the 
same  to  the  abovementioned  committee  from  New  Hampshire. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Dickenson,  Doct.  Holten  and  Col.  Gerrish,  be  a 
committee  to  wait  upon  the  committee  from  New  Hampshire  to  the 
committee  of  safety  of  this  colony,  now  sitting  at  Cambridge,  to  con- 
sult with  them  respecting  the  New  Hampshire  forces  now  at  Cam- 
bridge. 

Ordered,  That  the  president,  Mr.  Gerry  and  Mr.  Gardner,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  take  into  consideration  a  letter  this  day  received  from  the 
Hon.  Stephen  Hopkins,  Esq.,  dated  Providence,  April  27th,  1775.1 

a  llin.ll 

(I)  This  letter  cannot  be  recovered :  it  related  to  the  capture  of  Mr.  John  Brown  :  the  substance 
I  8  stated  in  the  note  to  the  journal  of  April  59. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Crane,  Mr.  Grout  and  Mr.  Fisher,  be  a  commit- 
tee to  take  into  consideration  the  expediency  of  establishing  post 
riders  between  the  Massachusetts  forces  and  the  town  of  Worcester. 

Ordf.red,  That  Mr.  Crane,  Mr.  Grout  and  Mr.  Fisher,  be  a  commit- 
tee to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  recommending  to  the 
several  towns  and  districts  in  this  colony,  that  they  take  no  notice  of 
the  precepts  lately  issued  by  general  Gage,  for  calling  a  general  as- 
sembly. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Fuller  of  Newton,  Mr.  Goodman,  Doct.  Tay- 
lor, Doct.  Baylies  and  Major  Brooks,  be  a  committee  to  prepare  a 
form  of  a  commission  for  tiie  several  officers  of  the  army  now  forming 
in  this  province. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Aflcrnooti. 

Or^/crff/,  That  Mr.  Fisher,  Doct.  Taylor  and  [Benjamin]  Aikin,  Esq., 
be  a  committee  to  prepare  a  draught  of  rules  and  regulations  to  be  in 
future  observed  by  the  several  members  of  tiiis  Congress. 

The  committee  appointed  in  the  forenoon  to  take  into  consideration 
a  letter  received  from  the  Hon.  Stephen  Hopkins,  Esq.,  reported. 

The  report  [was]  accepted,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the 
present. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  introduce  the  honorable 
delegates  from  the  convention  at  Exeter,  in  New  Hampshire,  to  the 
committee  of  safety,  apply  to  said  committee  for  an  authentic  account 
of  what  transactions  have  certainly  taken  place,  with  respect  to  the 
liberation  of  our  friends  in  Boston,  and  report  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Dexter,  Major  Brooks,  Doct.  Taylor,  Capt. 
Batchelder  and  Capt.  Greenleaf,  be  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  resolve 
empowering  the  committee  of  supplies  to  procure  such  provisions, 
military  stores,  and  other  stores,  as  they  shall  judge  necessary  for  the 
army,  now  forming  in  this  colony,  during  its  establishment. 

It  was  J/oiYf/,  That  the  sense  of  this  Congress  be  taken,  whether  it 
would  be  expedient  to  reduce  the  pay  of  the  field  officers  of  the  army 
||now  forming  in  this  colony  :|j  after  much  debate  the  question  was 
put,  and  it  passed  in  the  affirmative  by  a  large  majority.  Whereupon, 
it  was  determined,  that  the  pay  of  the  chief  colonel  be  reduced  from 
£\bio£\^  \  and  that  the  lieutenant  colonels  and  majors  be  reduced 
in  the  same  proportion  ;  lIaccordingly,|l  Ordered,  xh^X  Major  Fuller  Ijof 
Newton,  11  Col.  De.xter  and  Capt.  Little,  be  a  committee  to  bring  in  a 
resolve  for  that  purpose. 

IjThis  Congress  was  thenjj  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight 
o'clock. 
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Saturday,  April  29,  [1775,  A.  M.] 

The  committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the  New  Hampshire  committee 
to  the  committee  of  safety,  at  Cambridge,  and  to  make  inquiry  re- 
specting the  liberation  of  the  inhabitants  of  Boston,  reported,  that 
they  had  attended  that  business,  and  had  brought  from  the  committee 
of  safety  a  number  of  papers,  which  contain  the  proceedings  of  the 
town  of  Boston  with  general  Gage,  in  respect  to  moving  the  inhabi- 
tants and  their  effects ; 

And  that  the  committee  of  safety,  having  taken  the  substance  of 
them  into  consideration,  desired  that  [the  papers]  might  be  returned  to 
them,  and  that  the  Congress  would  not  pass  any  resolve  respecting  them, 
till  they  had  come  to  some  resolve  concerning  ||the  subject  of  ||  them  ; 

Therefore,  Ordered^  That  the  subject  matter  of  the  said  papers  be 
referred  to  the  consideration  of  tlie  said  committee  of  safety,  they  to 
make  report  to  this  Congress  as  soon  as  may  be. 

On  a  motion  made,  \\"yi)trd,'\  That  the  day  appointed  for  the  first 
meeting  of  the  county  committees,  wiiich  was  the  first  Wednesday  in 
May  next,  be  postponed  to  the  fourth  Wednesday  in  May  next. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  draught  of  rules  and  regula- 
tions to  be  observed  by  this  Congress,  reported.  The  rules  were  read 
and  severally  accepted,  and  are  as  follow,  viz.  : 

1.  No  member  shall  speak  out  of  his  place,  nor  without  standing 
up,  and  applying  to  the  president  for  leave,  and  shall  sit  down  as  soon 
as  he  is  done  speaking. 

2.  No  member,  sj^eaking  by  leave  of  the  president,  shall  be  interrupt- 
ed by  another,  but  by  rising  up  to  speak  to  order. 

3.  No  member  shall  speak  more  than  twice  to  one  question,  without 
first  obtaining  leave  of  Congress  ;  nor  more  than  once  until  others 
have  spoken  that  shall  desire  it. 

4.  Whenever  any  member  shidl  have  liberty  from  the  president  to 
make  a  motion,  and  such  motion  shall  be  seconded  by  another,  the 
same  shall  be  received  and  considered  by  the  Congress,  and  not  other- 
wise. 

5.  No  member  shall  declare,  or  question,  whether  it  be  a  vote  or  not. 

6.  No  grant  for  money  or  other  thing  shall  be  made,  unless  there  be 
a  time  before  assigned  for  that  purpose. 

7.  No  vote  shall  be  reconsidered  when  a  less  number  is  present  in 
Congress  than  there  was  when  it  passed. 

8.  No  member  shall  nominate  more  than  one  person  for  a  commit- 
tee, provided  the  person  so  nominated  be  chosen. 
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9.  No  member  shall  be  obliged  to  be  upon  more  than  two  commit- 
tees at  [the  same]  time,  nor  chairman  of  more  than  one. 

10.  That  no  member  be  permitted  to  stand  up  to  the  interruption 
of  another,  while  such  other  member  is  speaking. 

Ordered,  That  the  monitors  of  this  Congress  be,  and  they  are  here- 
by directed,  to  see  that  the  foregoing  rules  are  observed  by  the  several 
members  of  this  Congress. 

Ordered,  The  letter  and  resolve  prepared  to  be  sent  to  the  Hon. 
Stephen  Hopkins,  Esq.,  of  Rhode  Island,  be  recommitted  for  a  suit- 
able addition,  and  the  committee  to  sit  forthwith. 

Ordered,  That  the  Hon.  Mr.  Dexter  be  a  committee  to  bring  in  a 
resolve  expressive  of  the  vote  of  this  Congress  for  altering  the  first 
meeting  of  the  county  committees. 

The  committee  [jwho  were||  appointed  to  bring  [in]  a  resolve  empower- 
ing the  committee  of  supplies  to  procure  provisions  and  military  stores, 
reported.    The  report  was  read  and  accepted,  and  is  as  follows : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  Wahrlown,  April  29,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  supplies  be,  and  they  hereby  are 
empowered  to  purchase  every  kind  of  military  stores,  provisions,  and 
all  other  supplies  which  they  shall  judge  necessary  for  the  use  of  the 
forces  of  this  colony,  during  the  establishment  of  an  army  for  its  de- 
fence, or  until  it  shall  be  otherwise  ordered  by  this  or  some  future  con- 
gress, or  house  of  representatives,  on  the  credit  of  the  colony ;  and 
Unmake  drafts  ofjl  suitable  sums,  from  the  treasury,  for  payment  for 
the  same :  also  to  deposit  the  said  stores  in  such  llsuitable||  places  as 
they,  in  consultation  with  t1ie  generals  of  the  colony,  shall  judge 
proper  ;  and  to  deliver  such,  and  so  many  of  said  stores,  to  the  com- 
missary general,  from  time  to  time,  as  he  shall  jphave  demand  forjj  to 
supply  the  army.  Likewise,  said  committee  of  supplies  are  hereby 
empowered  to  employ  such  and  so  many  assistants,  as  they  shall  judge 
necessary,  to  be  paid  as  aforesaid  ;  said  committee  of  supplies  to  be 
accountable,  when  called  upon,  for  their  doings,  to  this  or  some  future 
congress,  or  house  of  representatives  of  this  colony. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  addition  to  a  letter  to  the 
Hon.  Stephen  Hopkins,  Esq.,  reported  the  following,  which  was  read 
and  accepted  : 

In  PROViNCiAii  Congress,  TFatertown,  April  28,  1775. 
It  is  with  the  deepest  concern  that  we  find  Mr.  Brown,  that  valuable 
friend  to  the  cause  of  America,  betrayed  into  the  hands  of  our  com- 

a  l|draw.||  b  Ushall  judge  ncedful.|| 
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mon  enemies,  and  every  measure  for  his  release,  that  can  be  pursued 
by  us,  shall  most  earnestly  be  adopted.  We  have  ordered  Samuel 
Murray,  son  of  a  mandamus  counsellor,  and  such  officers  of  general 
Gage's  army  as  are  prisoners  of  war  and  not  disabled  from  travelling, 
to  be  immediately  sent,  with  sufficient  guards,  to  Providence,  and 
think  it  best  that  Murray  and  the  officers  should  write  to  their  friends 
in  Boston,  acquainting  them  that  Mr.  Brown's  friends  have  the  same 
advantage  over  them  as  general  Gage  hath  over  Mr.  Brown. 

We  beer  leave  to  suggest  to  you  the  critical  situation  of  this  colony 
at  the  present  time,  which  disables  this  Congress  from  immediately 
seizing  every  crown  officer  in  the  government.  Boston  is  closed,  and 
its  numerous  inhabitants,  so  obnoxious  to  our  enemies,  are  imprisoned 
therein.  Several  of  our  sea  ports  are  ["blockaded]  with  ships,  and 
threatened  destruction  if  they  join  the  army.  Under  this  situation, 
the  inhabitants  of  the  places  most  in  danger  are,  day  and  night,  remov- 
ino-  their  furniture  and  effi?cts,  and  we  hope  soon  to  see  it  generally 
done.  Should  we,  therefore,  seize  the  crown  officers  as  proposed,  it 
may  hurl  on  our  numerous  sea  ports  sudden  destruction,  before  they 
have  had  opportunity  of  saving  themselves.  We  had  it  in  contempla- 
tion to  send  a  letter  to  the  general,  acquainting  him  that  we  should 
treat  the  crown  officers  with  severity,  if  Mr.  Brown  should  be  so 
treated  by  him  But  we  are  apprehensive  that  it  would  rather  produce 
an  unhappy  than  good  eftect,  as  he  has  a  greater  number  of  our  val- 
uable friends  than  we  can  shew  of  his.  We  desire  you  to  give  us 
your  further  sentiments  in  the  matter,  and  if  any  other  way  is  best 
wherein  the  Congress  can  save  Mr.  Brown,  it  shall  be  readily  pursued. 

We  are,  &c. 

To  the  Hon.  Stephen  Hopkins,  Esq. 

In  Provincial  Congress,  Jra/erfotm,  April  28,  1775. 
Whereas,  a  worthy  friend  to  the  liberties  of  America,  Mr.  John 
Brown,  of  Providence,  hath  been  lately  seized,  and  with  two  other  per- 
sons, carried  on  board  a  British  ship  of  war  at  Newport :  Ordered, 
that  Samuel  Murray,  and  such  officers  of  general  Gage's  army  as  are 
prisoners  of  war,  and  not  disabled  from  travelling  on  account  of  their 
wounds,  be  immediately  sent,  under  a  sufficient  guard,  to  Providence, 
and  delivered  to  the  lion.  Stephen  Hopkins,  Esq.,  or  other  friend  of 
said  Mr.  Brown,  to  be  made  such  use  of  as  they  shall  think  proper  for 
obtaining  the  liberty  of  the  said  Mr.  Brown. 


a  [blocked.] 


1775.]         SECOND  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS. 


167 


In  Provincial  Congress,  }Fcdertoivn,  April  29, 1775. 

Sir  : — The  above  is  a  copy  of  an  order  and  letter  which  passed  this 
Congress  yesterday,  since  which  we  have  received  from  Boston  copies 
of  sundry  votes  of  that  town  to  general  Gage,  upon  the  subject  of  a 
license  [for  the  inhabitants]  to  remove,  with  their  effects,  into  the 
country ;  and  by  his  answers  it  appears,  that  he  has  consented  to  sufter 
such  inhabitants  as  have  inclination  therefor,  to  leave  the  place,  with 
all  their  effects,  excepting  fire  arms,  which  are  to  be  delivered  at  Fan- 
euil  hall  to  the  selectmen  of  the  town,  and  the  names  of  the  owners  to 
be  placed  on  them :  and  the  general  expects,  on  the  other  hand,  a  pro- 
clamation from  Congress,  giving  liberty  to  all  inhabitants  of  the  colo- 
ny, having  inclination  therefor,  to  remove,  with  their  effects,  into  Bos- 
ton. Some  of  the  inhabitants  have  already  left  the  town,  by  permis- 
sion of  the  general;  j|and  under  these  circumstances, IJ  should  we  issue 
the  order  which  has  passed  in  Congress,  it  may  put  a  stop  to  this  un- 
expected favorable  event,  and  prevent  the  emancijiation  of  many  thou- 
sands of  friends  to  America.  AVe,  nevertheless,  purpose  to  detain  the 
prisoners  of  war ;  and  if  the  general  should  not  forfeit  his  plic^lited 
faith,  to  use  all  expedition  in  getting  out  families  and  the  efiects  of 
our  friends  from  Boston,  that  we  may  be  at  liberty  to  use  our  prison- 
ers, and  every  other  means  in  our  power,  for  the  release  of  Mr.  Brown, 
as  was  intended. 

P.  S. — We  have  just  heard  the  passages  from  Boston  are  again 
stopped,  but  the  occasion  of  this  extraordinary  manoeuvre  we  cannot 
yet  learn. 

To  the  Hon.  Stephen  Hopkins,  Esq.,  WoJ"  Providencc.\\ 

Ordered,  That  a  postscript  be  added  to  the  letter  just  prepared  to 
be  sent  to  the  Hon.  Stephen  Hopkins,  Esq.,  purporting  that  we  have 
just  received  intelligence  that  the  passages  to  and  from  Boston  are 
stopped  ;  the  reason  of  which  extraordinary  manceuvre  we  are  not  yet 
acquainted  with. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock  [this  afternoon.] 

[Afternoon.] 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  with  respect  to  re- 
ducing the  pay  of  the  field  officers,  reported  the  following,  which  was 
read  and  accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  signed  by  the  secretary,  and 
transmitted  to  the  committee  of  safety. 

In  Provincial  Congress,  Waierioum,  April  29,  1775. 
Whereas,  the  reducing  of  the  several  regiments  to  be  raised  in  the 
provincial  service,  from  one  thousand  men  in  a  regiment  to  five  hun- 
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dred  and  ninety,  makes  the  service  of  the  said  field  officers  of  said 
regiments  less  burdensome ;  therefore,  Resolvrd,  that  the  pay  of  said 
field  officers  be  reduced  one  fifth  part  from  the  first  establishment,  and 
that  said  field  officers'  pay,  in  said  service  of  this  province,  to  the  last 
day  of  December  next,  unless  dismissed  before,  shall  be  as  follows, 
viz. :  a  colonel's  pay,  twelve  pounds  per  month  :  a  lieutenant  colonel's 
pay,  nine  pounds  twelve  shillings  per  month  :  a  major's  pay,  eight 
pounds  per  month. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Rawson,  Doct.  Dunsmore  and  Col.  Davis,  be  a 
committee  to  wait  on  the  committee  of  safety  now  sitting  at  Cam- 
bridge, to  inform  them  of  the  deep  concern  this  Congress  feel,  on  ac- 
.  count  of  the  state  and  situation  of  the  cannon,  and  desire  information 
respecting  the  disposition  of  them — and  that  this  committee  forthwith 
proceed  on  this  business. 

Jlcsolved,  That  this  Conirress  will  now  proceed  to  choose  a  commit- 
tee, to  consider  some  method  of  supplying  the  treasury. 

Ordered,  That  Esquire  Greenleaf,  Mr.  Hall,  (in  the  room  of  Doct. 
Holten,)  and  Mr.  Batchelder,  be  of  the  committee  to  count  and  sort 
the  votes. 

The  absent  members  were  ordered  to  be  called  in. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Dexter,  who  was  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  ex- 
pressive of  the  vote  of  this  Congress  for  altering  the  first  meeting  of 
the  county  committees,  reported ;  which  report  being  read  and  amend- 
ed, was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

Whereas,  this  Congress,  on  the  l*2th  day  of  this  instant  April,  ap- 
pointed a  committee  for  each  county,  to  receive  from  the  committees 
of  correspondence  in  such  counties,  a  state  of  the  conduct  of  the 
towns  and  districts,  with  respect  to  their  having  executed  the  conti- 
nental and  provincial  measures  for  the  preservation  of  this  country 
from  slavery.  And,  whereas,  the  distressed  circumstances  of  the 
colony  may  probably  render  it  very  inconvenient  that  so  great  a 
number  of  members  should  be  absent  from  the  Congress  on  the 
first  Wednesday  of  May  next,  the  day  mentioned  for  their  first  meet- 
ing; 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  the  first  meeting  of  said  committees  be 
postponed  to  the  fourth  Wednesday  in  said  month;  and  it  is  recom- 
mended to  the  several  committees  of  correspondence  to  render  a  true 
state  of  the  conduct  of  their  respective  towns  and  districts  on  the  said 
fourth  Wednesday  of  May  accordingly  ;  and  especially  with  respect  to 
their  outstanding  province  rates,  any  thing  contained  in  the  former  re- 
solve of  this  Congress  differing  herefrom  notwithstanding. 
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Ordered^  That  the  several  county  committees  be,  and  they  hereby 
are  directed  to  inform  the  committees  of  correspondence  of  the  seve- 
ral Uptowns  in  their  respective  counties||  of  the  purport  of  the  fore- 
going resolve. 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  be,  and  he  hereby  is  directed  to  notify 
the  chairman  of  each  of  the  said  county  committees,  of  the  purport  of 
the  said  resolve. 

The  committee  appointed  to  count  and  sort  the  votes  for  a  commit- 
tee to  consider  on  some  method  for  supplying  the  treasury,  reported 
that  the  following  gentlemen  were  chosen,  viz.  :  Rev.  Mr,  Murray, 
Col.  Dexter,  Col.  Gerrish,  Mr.  Gill,  Mr.  Gerry,  Capt.  Stone  jjof  Fra- 
minghamll  and  Capt.  Greenleaf 

On  a  motion  made  by  Rev.  Mr.  Murray,  that  he  might  be  ex- 
cused from  servinor  on  the  above  committee,  and  havinir  offered  his 
reasons  therefor,  the  question  was  put,  whether  he  be  excused  agree- 
ably to  his  request,  from  serving  on  said  committee,  and  it  passed  in 
the  affirmative. 

The  Congress  then  made  choice  of  Doct.  Taylor  to  serve  on  said 
committee,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Murray,  who  hath  been  excused. 

In  Provincial  Congress,  ^lVattriown,\  April  29, 1775. 
The  president  having  received  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Nicholas  Brown 
and  Joseph  Brown,  dated  Providence,  April  27th,  1775,  desiring  that 
this  Congress  would  observe  secrecy  in  respect  to  the  capture  of  their 
brother,  John  Brown,  at  Newport,  on  the  26th  instant,  and  also 
another,  from  the  Hon.  Stephen  Hopkins,  Esq.,  dated  Providence, 
April  27th,  1775, ^  presented  the  same  to  this  Congress  :  which  being 
read — 

a  ||countie8.|| 

(1)  These  letters  are  not  preserved  on  the  books  or  files  of  Congress  ;  the  information  contained 
in  that  written  by  Honorable  Stephen  Hopkins  is  repeated  in  a  communication  on  the  following 
day,  addressed  to  the  president. 

PROVU)Ex\CE,  April  23,  . 1775. 
GENTLEMEN  : — Mr,  Joseph  Brown  and  Air.  Moses  Brown,  of  this  place,  principal  merchants, 
«jjd  peiilKnien  of  distinction  and  probity,  will  wait  upon  you  with  this  Ittter.  Their  brother,  Mr. 
John  Brown,  of  this  town,  merchant,  was,  two  days  ago,  forcibly  taken  at  Newport  in  a  packet,  aa 
he  was  coming  from  thence  with  a  quantity  of  flour,  which  he  had  purchased  there.  He  was  car- 
ried on  board  a  ship  of  war  and  confined.  We  have  since  heard  that  he  is  sent  round  to  Boston 
with  the  flour.  I  request  you  to  five  the  bearers  any  aid  and  assistance  in  your  power,  for  pro- 
curing the  relief  and  discharge  of  their  brother.  In  my  letter  of  yesterday  to  the  Congress,  the 
measure  of  reprisal  [by  holding  the  British  prisoners  of  war  as  hostages]  waa  recommended  ;  aod 
if  it  may  be,  I  wish  it  may  be  pursued. 

I  am  your  friend  and  humble  servant, 

STEPHE.N  HOPKINS. 

The  embarrassment  created  by  the  capture  of  the  small  quantity  of  stores  seized  by  the  British 
man  of  war,  appears  from  the  following  letter  addressed  to  the  president  of  Congress. 

PROVIDENCE,  April  28,  1775. 
SIR:— At  the  request  of  his  honor  the  deputy  governor,  [Hon.  Darius  Se»sionH,]  i  hare  ander- 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gerry,  Col.  Gerrish  and  Doct.  Taylor  be,  and 
hereby  are  appointed  a  committee  to  confer  with  the  abovesaid  Joseph 
Brown,  who  now  waits  the  further  advice  of  this  Congress. 

Ordertd,  That  said  committee  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized 
to  consider  what  is  proper  to  be  done  ;  to  sit  forthwith,  and  make  re- 
port jl'as  soon  as  may  be.|| 

The  president,  |14ikewise,j|  received  a  letter  from  Worcester,^  in- 

a  ||forthwith.||  b  Halso.H 

taken  to  answer  yours  of  the  26th  in-rtant ;  we,  sir,  sen.sibly  feel  the  distret^ses  of  our  brethren  in 
the  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  can  only  say,  tliat,  as  brig^adier  of  the  tliree  battalions  under  my  com- 
mand, in  the  county  of  Providence,  I  will  furnish  you,  ujKjn  any  alarm,  with  six  hundred  men ;  but 
the  situation  of  matters  is  such,  occasioned  partly  by  our  assembly's  not  appointing  officers  for  the 
fifteen  hundred  men,  which  they  ordered  to  be  raised  for  your  assistance  ;  and  partly  by  the  seizure 
made  by  the  man  of  war,  at  Newport,  of  three  hundred  barrels  of  flour,  bought  by  this  colony  for 
supplying  our  army,  that  it  will  be  impossible  fur  our  forces  immediately  to  proceed  to  join  your 
army,  unless  they  go  destitute  of  provision,  which  we  imagine  here  would  rather  be  a  burden  than 
a  help  to  our  friends  ;  however,  men  are  enlisting  very  fast,  and,  when  our  assembly  meets  here, 
which  will  be  next  week,  you  may  rely  on  it,  tlial  our  forces  will,  as  fust  and  as  soon  as  possible, 
march  to  your  assistance. 

T  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

JAMES  ANGELL. 

(1)  Information  of  the  arrival  of  intelligence  from  Europe,  was  contained  in  a  most  interesting  let- 
ter from  the  Hon.  John  lluncock,  who,  on  his  way  to  attend  the  Continental  Congress,  remained  at 
Worcester  two  days,  wuiting  for  suitable  escort,  and  for  the  coming  of  his  colleagues. 

WORCESTER,  24th  April,  1775,  Monday  Evening. 

"  GENTLEMEN  :— Mr.  S.  Adams  and  myself,  just  arrived  here,  find  no  intelligence  from  you  and 
no  guard.  We  just  hear  an  express  lias  just  passed  through  this  place  to  you  from  New  York,  in- 
forming that  administration  is  bent  upon  pushing  matters  ;  and  that  four  regiments  are  expected 
there.  How  are  we  to  proceed  ?  Where  arc  our  brethren  ?  Surely  we  ought  to  be  supported.  I 
had  rather  be  with  you  ;  and,  at  present,  am  fully  determined  to  be  with  you  before  I  proceed.  I 
beg,  by  the  return  of  tliis  exjiress,  to  hear  t>om  you  ;  and  pray  furnish  us  with  deposition?  of  the 
conduct  of  the  troops,  the  certainty  of  their  firing  first,  and  every  circumstance  relative  to  the 
conduct  of  the  troops,  from  the  19th  instant  to  this  time,  that  we  may  be  able  to  give  some  account 
of  matters  as  we  proceed,  and  esjieciaUy  at  i'hil;idt  lphia.  Also  I  beg  you  would  order  your  secre- 
tary to  make  out  an  account  of  your  proceedings  since  wliat  has  taken  place  ;  what  your  plan  is  j 
■what  prisoners  we  have,  and  what  they  have  of  ours  ;  who  of  note  was  killed  on  both  sides  ;  who 
commands  our  forces,  &c." 

"  Are  our  men  in  good  spirits  ?  For  God's  sake,  do  not  suffer  tlie  spirit  to  subside  until  they 
have  perfected  the  reduction  of  our  enemies.  Boston  must  be  entered  ;  the  troops  must  be  sent 
away,  or  [blank]  Our  friends  are  valuable,  but  our  country  must  be  saved.  I  have  an  interest 
in  that  town :  what  can  be  the  enjoyment  of  that  to  rac,  if  I  am  obliged  to  hold  it  at  the  will  of 
general  Gage, or  any  one  else?  I  doubt  not  your  vigilance,  your  fortitude  and  resolution.  Do  let 
OS  know  how  you  proceed.  We  must  have  the  castle.  The  ships  must  be  [blank]  Slop  up  the 
harbor  against  large  vessels  coming.  You  know  better  what  to  do  than  I  can  point  out.  Where  is 
Mr.  Cushing  ?  Are  Mr.  Paine  and  Mr.  John  Adams  to  be  with  us  ?  What  are  we  to  depend  upon  ? 
We  travel  rather  as  deserters,  which  I  will  not  submit  to.  I  will  return  and  join  you,  if  I  cannot 
travel  in  reputation.  I  wisli  to  hear  from  you.  Pray  spend  a  thought  upon  our  situation.  I  will 
not  detain  this  niPJi,  us  I  want  much  to  hear  from  you.  How  goes  oa  the  Congress  ?  Who  is  vour 
president?  Arc  the  members  hearty  ?  Pray  remember  Mr.  S.  Adams  and  myself  to  all  friends. 
God  be  with  you. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  faithful  and  hearty  countr>Tnan, 

„    ^         ,  JOHN  HANCOCK." 

To  the  gentltmen  commUtee  of  sa/tty. 
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closing  one  from  New  York,  which  gave  information  of  the  arrival  of 
a  packet  there,  with  despatches  for  general  Gage,  and  recommended 
that  care  be  taken  to  intercept  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Grout  be  directed  to  carry  the  letter  last  men- 
tioned to  the  committee  of  safety,  now  sitting  at  Cambridge. 

llThe  Congress  thenll  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  seven 
o'clock. 

Sunday,  April  30, 1775,  A.  ^L 

The  committee  appointed  yesterday  to  wait  on  the  committee  of 
safety,  reported,  that  they  had  attended  the  business  to  which  they 
were  appointed,  and  brought  from  said  committee  the  following  ac- 
count. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  Cambridge,  April  29,  1775. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  this  committee 
have  inquired  into  the  state  and  situation  of  the  cannon  and  ordnance 
stores,  with  the  provision  made  for  the  companies  of  artillery,  and  beg 
leave  to  report  as  follows,  viz.  : 

In  Cambridge. — Six  three  pounders  complete,  with  ammunition, 
and  one  six  pounder. 

In  ^Vatertown. — Sixteen  pieces  of  artillery  of  different  sizes;  the 
said  six  pounder,  and  sixteen  pieces,  will  be  taken  out  of  the  way  ; 
and  the  first  mentioned  six  pieces  will  be  used  in  a  proper  way  of  de- 
fence. 

Capt.  Foster  is  appointed  to  command  one  of  the  companies  of  ar- 
tillery, and  ordered  to  enlist  said  company. 

Capt.  William  Lee,  of  Marblehead,  [has  been]  sent  for,  to  take  the 
command  of  another,  and  several  other  persons  [have  been]  sent  for, 
to  take  the  command  of  other  companies. 

Joseph  Warren,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Grout  be  directed  to  request  of  the  committee 
of  safety  a  report,  respecting  the  inhabitants  of  Boston. 

A  motion  was  made  for  an  addition  to  the  committee  of  safety,  and, 
after  some  debate,  the  matter  was  ordered  to  subside. 

The  Congress  then  adjourned  to  twelve  o'clock  this  day. 

[Noon.) 

The  Congress  Hornet  at  twelve  o'clock,  and  then  adjournedH  to  half 
an  hour  after  one. 


a  ||then  adjourned  after  meeting  according  to  adjournment.|| 
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[Afternoon.] 

l|*At  half  an  hour  after  one,  the  Congress  met  again, 1|  and  adjourned 
to  half  an  hour  after  three  :  at  \vhich  time  the  Congress  met  again 

Ordered,  That  another  .express  be  immediately  sent  to  the  commit- 
tee of  safety,  to  procure  their  result  with  respect  to  moving  out  the  in- 
habitants of  Boston. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Mosely  be  directed  to  repair  forthwith  to  Cam- 
bridge on  this  errand. 

The  president  was  then  desired  to  write  a  short  letter  to  said  com- 
mittee on  this  important  purpose.    The  letter  is  as  follows:  ; 

In  Provincial  Congress,  April  30, 1775. 
Sir: — I  am  directed  to  inform  you,  that  it  is  with  regret,  this  Con- 
gress find  themselves  obliged  to  send  to  the  committee  of  safety  a  third 
messenger,  to  request  their  inmiediate  report  on  the  subject  of  the  re- 
moval of  the  poor  inhabitants  of  Boston. 

To  wait  for  that  report,  the  Congress  have  suspended  all  proceed- 
ings on  that  matter,  and  sat  in  almost  impatient  expectation,  by  seve- 
ral adjournments,  since  seven  o'clock  this  morning.  I  am  obliged  to 
request  your  answer  by  this  express,  without  loss  of  time,  that  the 
Congress  may  then  see  what  it  is  their  duty  to  conclude  on. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

John  Murray. 

To  Joseph  "Warren,  Esq., 

Cliairman  of  the  Committee  of  Safety: 

Ordered,  That  Esquire  Dix,  Doct.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Bullen,  be  a 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  several  towns  relative  to 
the  prisoners  of  war. 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  resolve  relative  to  altering  the  time  jjof  the  first 
meeting  of  thelj  county  committees,  be  printed  in  the  Salem  Gazette 
and  in  the  Massachusetts  Spy. 

A  committee  from  the  committee  of  safety  offered  to  this  Congress 
a  resolve,  respecting  the  liberation  of  the  inhabitants  of  Boston,  which 
being  read  and  amended,  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  IFaiertotcn,  April  30, 1775. 
Whereas,  an  agreement  has  been  made  between  general  Gage  and 


a  llCongress  met  pursuant  to  adjournmeat.U 
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the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Boston,  for  Htheij  removal  of  the  persons 
and  efllects  of  such  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  to\vn  of  Boston  as  may- 
be so  disposed,  excepting  their  fire  arms  and  ammunition,  into  the 
country  : 

Resolved,  That  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony,  who  may  in- 
cline to  go  into  the  town  of  Boston  with  their  effects,  fire  arms  and 
ammunition  excepted,  have  toleration  for  that  purpose;  and  that  they 
be  protected  from  any  injury  and  insult  whatsoever  in  their  removal  to 
Boston,  and  that  this  resolve  be  immediately  published. 

P.  S. — Officers  are  appointed  for  giving  permits  for  the  above  pur- 
poses ;  one,  at  the  sign  of  the  Sun,  at  Charlestown ;  and  another,  at 
the  house  of  Mr.  John  Greaton,  Jun.,  at  Roxbury. 

Ordered,  That  attested  copies  of  the  foregoing  resolve  be  forthwith 
posted  up  at  Roxbury,  Charlestown  and  Cambridge. 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  of  Congress,  relative  to  the  removal  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Boston,  be  authenticated,  and  sent  to  tlie  selectmen 
of  Boston,  immediately,  to  be  communicated  to  general  Gage,  and 
also  be  published  in  the  Worcester  and  Salem  papers. 

Ordered,  That  Doct.  Taylor,  Mr.  Bailey,  Mr.  Lothrop,  Mr.  Holmes 
and  Col.  Farley,  be  a  committee  to  consider  what  steps  are  necessary 
to  be  taken  for  the  assisting  the  poor  of  Boston  in  moving  out  with 
their  effects  :  to  bring  in  a  resolve  for  that  purpose  ;  and  to  sit  forth- 
with. 

j|Then||  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  seven  o'clock. 

[Monday,]  May  1, 1775,  [A.  IM.J 
The  committee  who  were  appointed  to  consider  what  steps  are  ne- 
cessary to  be  taken  with  respect  to  assisting  the  poor  of  Boston  in 
moving  out  with  their  effects,  reported.  The  report  was  recommitted 
for  amendment,  and  Capt.  Smith,  of  Granby,  Col.  Mosely,  Capt. 
Goodridge  and  Major  Smith  were  added  to  the  committee. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Patridge,  Doct.  Baylies  and  Mr.  Greenleaf,  be  a 
committee  to  inspect  the  papers  of  this  Congress,  and  consider  what 
would  be  proper  to  furnish  the  printer  with  for  publication,  and  make 
report. 

The  committee  appointed  to  inspect  the  papers  of  the  Congress,  re- 
ported several  extracts  of  letters  for  publication,  which  are  ordered  to 
be  delivered  to  Mr.  Hall,  of  Salem,  for  that  purpose.^ 

(I)  The  letters  published  by  3Ir.  Hall,  appear  to  have  been  intercepted  communications  from  «ol- 
A'lera,  in  Boston,  relating  to  the  incidents  of  the  march  to  Concord.  They  wiU  be  annexed  to  the 
Barrative  of  that  excursion,  in  the  Appendix. 
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On  a  motion  made,  that  the  sense  of  the  Congress  be  taken  on  this 
question,  viz.  :  whether  the  commissions  to  be  given  for  the  officers  of 
the  army  now  forming  in  this  colony,  shall  be  signed  by  the  president 
of  the  Congress  :  the  question  was  put,  and  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 
•   The  Congress  then  adjourned  to  three  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Afternoon. 

A  letter  brought  from  North  Hampton,  by  express,  from  Major 
Hawley,  respecting  the  bearer  of  despatches  from  general  Gage,  was 
read  :  on  which,  Ordired,  that  Col.  Gerrish,  Esquire  Gardner  and  Ma- 
jor Gooding,  be  a  committee  to  take  the  same  into  consideration,  and 
report. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  letter  from  Major  Hawley,  re- 
ported, that  the  most  likely  way  of  detecting  the  bearer  of  the  despatches 
to  general  Gage,  was,  to  forward  the  said  letter  by  Major  Gooding  to 
the  committee  of  safety,  at  Cambridge,  that  they  may  take  order 
thereon ;  which  report  was  accepted,  and  the  said  letter,  together 
with  two  anonymous  letters  from  London,  were  ordered  to  be  sent  to 
the  said  committee  of  safety. 

Moved,  That  William  Reed,  Esq.  be  admitted  in  this  house,  to  rep- 
resent to  this  Congress  the  sufferings  he  met  with  on  the  19th  April, 
at  Lexington.  The  question  being  put,  after  debate  had  thereon,  it 
passed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered,  That  Ca])t.  Bragdon,  Capt.  Dix  and  Mr.  Gill,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  confer  with  the  abovenamed  Esquire  Reed,  and  to  make  re- 
port of  their  conference. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Gerry  have  leave  to  bring  in  an  order  of  this 
house,  for  leave  to  the  several  members  of  this  Congress  to  pass  the 
guards  of  the  colony  army  without  molestation. 

Mr.  Gerry  accordingly  brought  in  an  order  for  this  purpose,  and 
after  debates  had  thereon  it  was  ordered  to  be  recommitted. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  form  of  a  commission  for 
the  officers  of  the  colony  army,  reported.  The  form  which  they  re- 
ported was  read  and  accepted,  and  is  as  follows : 

The  Congress  of  the  Colony  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay. 

To  Greeting : 

We,  reposing  especial  trust  and  confidence  in  your  courage  and 
good  conduct,  do,  by  these  presents,  constitute  and  appoint  you,  the 
said  to  be  of  the  regiment  of 

foot  raised  by  the  Congress  aforesaid  for  the  defence  of 

said  colony. 
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You  are,  therefore,  carefully  and  diligently  to  discharge  the  duty  ot 
a  in  leadinor,  orderincr  and  exercising  the  said  in 

arms,  both  inferior  officers  and  soldiers,  and  to  keep  them  in  good  or- 
der and  discipline  ;  and  they  are  hereby  commanded  to  obey  you  as 
their  ;  and  you  are  yourself  to  observe  and  follow  such  or- 

ders and  instructions  as  you  shall,  from  time  to  time,  receive  from  the 
general  and  commander  in  chief  of  the  forces  raised  in  the  colony 
aforesaid,  for  the  defence  of  the  same,  or  any  other  your  superior  offi- 
cers, according  to  the  military  rules  and  discipline  in  war,  in  pursuance 
of  the  trust  reposed  in  you. 

By  order  of  the  Congress, 
,  the  of  A.  D.  1775. 

, •  .     :     President  pro  tempore. 
Secretary  pro  tempore. 

Ordered,  That  a  fair  copy  of  the  foregoing  form  of  a  commission 
be  taken,  and  transmitted  to  the  press,  and  that  one  thousand  copies 
thereof  be  printed. 

•  Mr.  Gerry  again  reported  the  form  of  a  pass  for  the  use  of  the 
members  of  this  Congress,  which  was  accepted,  and  six  hundred  of 
them  ordered  to  be  printed.    It  is  as  follows : 

To  THE  Guards  of  the  Colony  Army. 
Pursuant  to  a  resolve  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  you  are  hereby 
ordered  to  permit  a  member  of  said  Congress,  to 

pass  and  repass  at  all  times. 

Secretary. 

In  Provincial  Congress,  \\Waiertoim,\\  May  1, 1775. 
Resolved,  That  the  general  officer  of  the  army  of  this  colony  be, 
and  he  hereby  is  directed  to  sign  a  sufilcient  number  of  blank  passes  for 
members  of  this  Congress,  and  to  deliver  the  same  to  the  secretary  jjof 
Congress,  jj 

The  committee  who  were  appointed  to  consider  of  measures  for  as- 
sisting the  poor  of  Boston  to  move  out  of  said  town,  having  amended 
their  report,  again  reported:  which  report  being  read  jjand  amended,j| 
was  accepted,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  copies  thereof  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and  a  copy  Hthereof  H  forthwith  transmitted  to  the  connnittee 
of  donations,  in  Boston,  and  that  Mr.  Gill  take  the  charge  of  trans- 
mitting the  same.    The  report  is  as  follows,  viz. : 
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In  Provincial  Congress,  WlVatcrtoioriyW  May  1,  1775. 

Whereas,  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Boston  have  been  detained 
by  general  Gage,  but  at  lengtli,  by  agreement,  are  permitted  to  remove, 
with  their  effects,  into  the  country,  and  as  it  has  been  represented  to 
this  Congress  that  about  five  thousand  of  said  inhabitants  are  indigent, 
and  unable  to  be  at  the  ex])ense  of  removing  themselves : 

Therefore,  Resolved,  Tliat  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby  recommended  to 
all  the  good  people  of  this  colony,  and  especially  to  the  selectmen,  and 
committee  of  correspondence  most  convenient  to  Boston,  that  they 
aid  and  assist  such  poor  inli-ibitants  !|of  said  town]]  (with  teams,  wag- 
gons, &.C.,)  as  shall  procure  a  certificate  from  the  committee  of  dona- 
tions, that  they  are  unable  to  remove  themselves ;  and  it  is  further  re- 
commended to  the  selectmen  of  the  several  towns  specified  in  the 
schedule  annexed,  to  provide  for  said  inhabitants  in  the  best  and 
most  prudent  way  ||and  manner, |!  until  this,  or  some  future  congress, 
shall  take  further  order  tliercon,  and  that  the  said  selectmen  receive, 
support  and  employ  their  proportion  of  said  inhabitants  assigned  them 
in  said  schedule,  and  no  other  ;  and  render  their  accounts  to  this,  or 
some  future  congress,  or  house  of  representatives,  for  allowance,  which 
reasonable  accounts  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury  :  and  it  is 
further  reconunended,  to  the  committee  of  donations,  to  apply  said 
donations  for  the  removal  of  said  inhabitants,  and  for  their  support 
whilst  removing  ;  and  in  case  that  is  insuflicient,  it  is  further  recom- 
mended to  said  committee  of  donations,  that  they  make  up  said  de- 
ficiency, and  lay  their  accounts  before  the  Congress  for  allowance,  which 
reasonable  expense  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury  of  the  col- 
ony :  and  it  is  further  llesolvtd,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Boston  thus  re- 
moved shall  not,  in  future,  be  considered  as  the  poor  of  said  town  into 
which  they  remove  ;  and  it  is  to  be  understood,  that  if  the  number  of 
the  poor  who  shall  be  removed  in  consequence  hereof,  should  surpass, 
or  fall  short  of  the  number  herein  calculated,  the  distribution  of  them 
shall  be  increased  or  diminished,  in  proportion  [laccordingH  to  this 
regulation : 

County  of  Suffolk. — Wrentham,  89  persons;  Stoughtonham, 
32  ;  Medway,  38  ;  Belliugham,  25  ;  Walpole,  31 ;  .  215 

JMiddlescJ. — Concord,OG;  Marlborough, 80;  Billerica,54 ;  Fra- 
niingham,  03  ;  Chelmsford,  49 ;  Sherburne,  31  ;  Sudbury, 
85  ;  Weston,  41  ;  West  ford,  45  ;  Littleton,  41  ;  Hopkin- 
ton,  42  ;  Stow,  30;  Groton,01;  Pepperel,34;  Townsend, 
26;  Natick,20;  Dracut,  aS  ;  Bedford,  29;  Holliston,  34; 
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Tewksbury,  23  ;  Acton,  32  ;  Dunstable,  30  ;  Lincoln,  29; 
Wilmington,  25 ;  .  .  .  .  .  1016 

PZywoM/A.— Bridge  water,  81  ;  Abington,  22  ;  Halifax,  12;  .  115 

Bristol — Taunton,  103;  Rehoboth,  129;  Dartmouth,  113; 
Norton,  47;  Mansfield,  30  ;  Attleborough,  75 ;  Raynham, 
31 ;  Easton,  ^5 ;  Berkley,  25 ;      .  .  .  .  588 

Berkshire. — Sheffield,  54;   Great  Barrington,  24;  Stock- 
bridge,  25;  Pittsfield,  31;  New  Marlborough,  30  ;  Egre-  -v. 
mont,  13;   Richmond,  23;  Lenox,  16 ;  Tyringhara,  13; 
Lanesborough,  32;    Sandisfield,  23;   Williamstown,  20; 
East  Hoosock,  10;  .  .  .    w  i  ,vt  -       .  314 

Hampshire. — Springfield,  68;  Wilbraham,  31;  Northamp- 
ton, 70 ;  Southampton,  25;  Hadley,  30;  South  Hadley, 
23;  Amherst,  34;  Granby,  17 ;  Flatfield,  35;  Whately, 
13;  Williamsburg,  9;  Westfield,  50 ;  Deerfield,  36 ;  Green- 
field,  24  ;  Shelburne,  14  ;  Conway,  17;  Sunderland,  19 ; 
Montague,  18 ;  Northfield,  26 ;  Brimfield,  44 ;  South 
Brimfield,  26;  Monson,  23;  Pelham,  25;  Greenwich, 
24;  Blandford,  19;  Leverett,  4;  Palmer,  25 ;  Granville, 
44;  New  Salem,  22;  Belchertown,  28;  Colrain,  17; 
Ware,  13;  Warwick,  10;  Bernardston,  14;  Murraysfield, 
17;  Charlemont,  12;  Worthington,  6;  Shutesbury,  14; 
Chesterfield,  22;  Southwick,  19;  West  Springfield,  72; 
Ludlow,  10;  [788] 

Worcester. — Worcester,  82  ;  Lancaster,  103;  Mendon,  76; 
Brookfield,  99;  Oxford,  35;  Charlton,  35;  Sutton,  98; 
Leicester,  36;  Spencer,  31 ;  Paxton,  20;  Rutland,  48; 
Oakham,  14;  Hutchinson,  42;  Hubbardston,  9;  New 
Braintree,  32;  Southborough,  36;  Westborough,  38; 
Northborough,  25 ;  Shrewsbury,  32 ;  Lunenburg,  51  ; 
Fitchburg,  19;  Uxbridge,  36;  Harvard,  50 ;  Dudley,  32  ; 
Bolton,  48;  Upton,  20;  Sturbridge,  45 ;  Leominster,  38 ; 
Hardwick,  55;  Holden,  26;  Weston,  35;  Douglass,  22; 
Grafton,  38;  Petersham,  38  ;  Royalston,  8;  Westminster, 
31;  Athol,  20;  Templeton,  25 ;  Princeton,  24 ;  Ashburn- 
ham,  12;  Winchendon,  9;  Northbridge,  13;       .  .  [539] 

Whole  amount,        .....  4903 
23 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Partridge,  Mr.  Lothrop  and  Doct.  Baylies,  be  di- 
rected to  assist  the  secretary  in  copying  the  foregoing  report. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  William  Reed,  Esq.,  re- 
ported the  following  [statements  of  losses  sustained  by  each  from  the 
British  troops,]  presented  to  them  by  William  Reed,  Esq.,  of  Lexing- 
ton, in  behalf  of  Joseph  Loring,  Joseph  Loring,  Jun.,  Widow  Mulli- 
ken  and  Joseph  Pond,  viz.  •} 

Whereupon,  Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  supplies  be,  and  they 
are  hereby  directed  to  deliver  to  said  William  Reed,  Esq.,  or  to  his 
order,  for  the  use  of  the  said  Joseph  Loring,  Joseph  Loring,  Jun., 
Widow  Mulliken  and  Joseph  Pond,  one  barrel  of  pork. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hollock,  Col.  Howe  and  Capt.  White,  be  a 
committee  to  consider  what  is  proper  to  be  done  with  respect  to  fur- 
nishing the  army  with  some  pre.^ent  necessaries. 

All  [the]  committees  [were]  enjoined  to  sit. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-rnorrow  morning.  " 

[Tuesday,]  ftlay  2,  [1775,  A.  M.] 
Resolved,  That  another  president  be  chosen  pro  tempore,  and  that 
he  be  chosen  by  nomination. 

Col.  Warren  was  then  nominated  and  chosen. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Partridge,  Doct.  Taylor  and  Mr.  H'Dix,]!  be  a 
committee  to  wait  on  Col.  Warren,  and  inform  him  of  said  choice. 

Col.  Warren  accordingly  attended,  and,  after  offering  his  reasons  for 
excuse.  Moved,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  wait  on  Doct.  Joseph 
Warren,  informing  liim  of  the  absence  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Murray,  who 
has  lately  officiated  as  president  Ijof  this  CongressJl  and  to  know  jjof 
Doct.  Warren II  if  he  can  now  attend  the  Congress  in  that  station. 
Whereupon,  Ordered,  that  Doct.  Dunsmore  be  a  committee  for  that 
purpose.- 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Gerrish,  Col.  Warren,  Hon.  Mr.  Dexter,  Mr. 

a  IjDicks.jl 

(1)  These  stateinents  have  shared  the  fate  of  many  of  the  most  interesting  documents  of  the 
time,  and  are  not  on  the  files.  From  some  represf^ntations  subsequently  made,  it  appears,  that  the 
loss  sustained  by  Deacon  Joseph  Loring,  was  estimated  to  he  £720  ;  that  of  Mrs.  Lydia  Mulliken, 
£431  ;  including  buildings,  household  furniture  and  wearing  apparel.  The  house  of  Deacon  Lor- 
ing, near  the  spot  wliero  the  brigade  of  Ixjrd  Percy  joined  the  retreating  detachment  under  Lieut. 
Col.  Smith,  is  stated  by  himself  to  have  been  the  t'lrst  destroyed  by  the  troops,  in  Lexington,  on  the 
memorable  19lh  of  April.  From  the  nature  of  the  relief  granted  by  Congress,  it  may  he  presumed, 
that  iome  of  the  petitiouers  had  suffered  so  severely  as  to  be  without  the  means  of  providing  food. 

(9)  The  reply  to  the  invitation  of  Congress  is  brief : 

"  Doct.  Warren  presents  his  respects  to  the  honorable  Provincial  Congress  :  informs  them  that 
he  will  obey  their  order,  and  attend  his  duty  in  Congress  in  the  afternoon." 
Cambridge,  May  2,  1775. 
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Gill,  and  Capt.  Brown  of  Abington,  be  a  committee  to  consider  the 
propriety  of  taking  measures  for  securing  the  records  of  those  coun- 
ties which  are  more  immediately  exposed  in  this  day  of  danger. 

Ordered,  That  the  Hon.  Mr.  Dexter,  Col.  Warren  and  Mr.  Gill,  be 
a  committee  to  prepare  a  draught  of  a  letter  to  the  delegates  of  Con- 
gress, now  in  Connecticut,  giving  them  instructions  with  respect  to  the 
arrival  at  this  colony  of  two  gentlemen  from  the  assembly  of  Connec- 
ticut, with  an  address  to  general  Gage,  and  a  commission  to  treat  with 
him  respecting  a  cessation  of  hostilities,  (S^c. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Stone  of  Oakham,  Deacon  Rawson  and  Ma- 
jor Fuller  of  Newton,  be  a  committee  to  draw  up  the  form  of  an  oath 
to  be  taken  by  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army  now  forming  in 
this  colony. 

The  committee  ||who  were||  appointed  to  consider  what  ||'is||  proper 
to  be  done  with  respect  to  furnishing  the  army  with  some  present  ne- 
cessaries, reported  :  the  report  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  ta- 
ble for  the  present. 

A  letter  from  Manchester  to  Doct.  Taylor,  respecting  a  comj)uta- 
tion  of  the  taxes  paid  by  Great  Britain  and  America,  dr-c,  was  read  : 

Whereupon,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Webster,  Deacon  Cheever,  and 
Capt.  Stone  ||of  Framingham,|l  be  a  committee  to  take  the  said  letter 
into  consideration,  and  make  report. 

The  committee  who  were  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to  the  dele- 
gates of  this  Congress  at  Connecticut,  reported  :  which  report  being 
read,  was  unanimously  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

Gentlemen  : — Although  this  Congress  entertain  the  highest  opin- 
ion of  the  virtue  and  public  spirit  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  and 
have  not  the  smallest  doubt  of  the  attachment  of  the  general  assembly 
of  that  colony  to  the  glorious  cause  of  freedom,  now  threatened  with 
total  destruction  by  a  corrupt  ministry  ;  yet,  the  arrival  of  two  gentle- 
men of  the  first  character  from  that  colony,  with  an  address  to  general 
Gage,  and  a  commission  to  treat  with  him  on  the  subject  of  American 
grievances;  and  to  propose,  as  we  are  informed,  a  cessation  of  hostili- 
ties, at  a  time  when  that  gentleman  can  be  considered  in  no  other  light 
than  as  an  instrument  in  the  hands,  and  under  the  absolute  direction 
of  administration,  to  subjugate,  and,  for  that  detestable  purpose,  to 
spread  slaughter  and  Ipdesolation'il  among  his  majesty's  loyal  subjects; 
of  his  disposition  to  do  which,  he  has  recently  given  a  flagrant  proof, 
in  massacring  a  number  of  innocent  people,  who  were  in  the  peace 
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of  God  and  the  king ;  and  by  other  acts  of  injustice  and  cruelty ;  we 
cannot  but  be  greatly  alarmed  for  the  consequences.  Any  interrup- 
tions of  that  happy  union  of  the  colonies  which  has  taken  place,  would 
prove  of  the  most  fatd  tendency,  and  we  cannot  but  view  every  kind 
of  negociation  between  any  colony  and  the  chief  instrument  of  minis- 
terial vengeance  here,  as  being  likely  to  operate  towards  such  an  in- 
terruption. We  apprehend  that  things  are  now  reduced  to  such  a 
state,  that  nothing  but  an  immediate  recourse  to  arms,  and  a  steady 
and  persevering  exertion  in  military  operations,  can  possibly  prevent 
our  destruction,  and  that  a  recourse  to  any  other  method  is,  at  best,  nu- 
gatory and  vain.  Any  proposals,  either  to  parliament,  to  the  ministry, 
or  to  their  agents  here,  made  separately  by  a  single  colony,  may  pro- 
duce most  tremendous  events  with  regard  to  America;  and  we  ap- 
prehend nothing  could  be  more  pleasing  to  our  enemies  than  the 
making  such  proposals.  AVe  are  so  deeply  impressed  with  the  sense 
of  the  importance  and  absolute  necessity  of  a  thorough  union  of  the 
colonies,  and  particularly  with  respect  to  the  raising  and  supporting  an 
army,  to  act  with  the  utmost  vigor  at  this  alarming  crisis;  and  so  fear- 
ful of  any  measures  taking  place,  whereby  the  common  cause  may  be 
endangered,  that  we  have  unanimously  concluded  it  necessary  to  sug- 
gest to  you  our  fears  respecting  the  effects  of  this  embassy  from  Con- 
necticut to  [general]  Gage;  and  we  expect  l|thatl|  you  will  make  a 
proper  representation  of  the  sentiments  of  this  Congress  to  their  assem- 
bly, in  hopes  that  you  will  receive  such  an  explanation  of  their  mo- 
tives, and  such  assurances  of  their  intention  immediately  to  co-operate 
with  this  colony,  as  may  remove  every  gloomy  apprehension,  and  con- 
firm us  in  that  high  estimation  in  wliich  we  have  ever  held  the  respec- 
table colony  of  Connecticut. 

P.  S. — If  the  assembly  should  be  dissolved,  it  is  expected  that  you 
will  tarry  to  treat  with  the  next  assembly. ^ 

To  Jedediak  Foster ^  Timothy  Danichon  and  John  Bliss,  Esquires. 

(1)  I>ocL  Samuel  Johnson  and  Col.  Oliver  Wolcot  M-ere  commissioned  to  deliver  the  following 
letter  from  the  governor,  in  behalf  of  the  general  assembly  of  Connecticut,  to  general  Gage. 

HAHTFORD,  April  525,  1775. 

T9  Aia  excelleney  Thomas  Qagc  -. 

«•  SIR  : — The  alarming  situation  of  pulilic  affairs  in  this  country,  and  the  lute  unfortunate  transac- 
tions in  the  province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  have  induced  the  general  assembly  of  this  colo- 
ny, DOW  sitting  in  this  place,  to  appoint  a  committee  of  their  body  to  wait  upon  your  excellency, 
ai>d  to  desire  me,  in  their  name,  to  writ*^  to  you  relative  to  these  very  interesting  matters." 

The  inhabitants  of  tiiis  colony  are  intimately  connected  with  the  people  of  your  province,  and 
esteem  themselves  bound,  by  the  strongest  tii  «  of  friendship,  as  w  ell  aa  of  common  interest,  to  re- 
gard whatever  concerns  them.  You  will  not,  therefore,  be  surprised,  that  your  firot  arrival  in  Bos- 
ton, with  a  body  of  his  maiesty'a  troop*,  for  the  declared  purpose  of  carrying  into  execution  certain 
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On  a  motion  made,  Ordered,  That,  at  three  o'clock  this  afternoon, 
this  Congress  do  take  into  consideration  the  precepts  issued  by  gene- 
ral Gage  for  calling  a  general  assembly. 

acts  of  parliament,  which,  in  their  apprehension,  were  unconstitutional  aiid  oppressive,  should 
have  given  the  good  people  of  this  colony  a  very  just  and  general  alarm ;  your  subsotiuent  proceed- 
ings in  fortifying  the  town  of  Boston,  and  other  military  preparations,  greatly  incrcafed  the  appre- 
hensions for  the  safety  of  tiieir  friends  and  brethren  ;  they  could  not  be  unconcerned  spectators  of 
their  sutferings,  in  that  which  they  esteemed  the  common  cause  of  their  country  ;  but  the  late  hos- 
tile and  secret  inroads  of  some  of  tiie  troops  under  your  conmiand  into  the  heart  of  the  country, 
and  the  viole  nces  they  have  committed,  iiavc  driven  them  almost  into  a  state  of  desperation.  They 
feel  now,  not  only  for  their  friends,  but  tor  themselves,  and  their  dearest  interests  and  connections.  We 
wish  not  to  exaggerate  ;  we  are  not  sure  of  every  part  of  our  information;  bHt,  by  the  best  intelli- 
gence that  we  have  yet  been  able  to  obtain,  the  late  transaction  was  a  most  unprovoked  attack  upon 
the  lives  and  property  of  his  majesty's  subjects,  and  it  has  been  re{)resented  to  us,  that  such  out- 
rages have  been  committed  as  would  disgrace  even  barl>arian3,  and  much  more  Britons,  so  highly 
famed  for  humanity  as  well  as  bravery.    It  is  feared,  therefore,  that  we  are  devoted  to  destruction, 
and  that  you  have  it  in  command  and  intention  to  ravage  and  desolate  tiie  country.    If  this  is  not 
tlie  case,  permit  us  to  ask,  why  have  these  outrages  been  committed  ?    Why  is  the  town  of  Boston 
now  shut  up?  and  to  what  end  are  all  the  hostile  preparations  that  are  daily  making:,  ond  why  do 
we  continually  hear  of  fresh  destinations  of  troops  for  this  country?    The  people  of  this  colony, 
you  may  rely  upon  it,  abhor  the  idea  of  taking  arms  against  the  troops  of  their  sovereign,  and 
dread  nothing  so  mucli  as  the  horrors  of  civil  war  ;  but,  at  tlic  same  time,  we  beg  h-ave  to  assure 
your  cxcell'.ticy,  that  as  they  apprehended  themselves  ju<:tili(  d  by  the  principle  of  self  defencp,  so 
they  are  most  firmly  resolved  to  defend  their  rights  and  privik-ges  to  the  lust  extremity  ;  nor  will 
they  be  restrained  from  giving  aid  to  their  brethren  if  any  unjustifiable  attack  is  made  upon  lli' in. 
Bo  so  good,  tlierefore,  as  to  explain  yourself  upon  this  most  important  subject,  as  far  as  is  con-ist- 
-ent  with  your  duly  to  our  common  sovereign.    Is  there  no  way  to  prevent  this  unhappy  dispute 
from  coming  to  extremities  ?    Is  there  no  alternative  but  absolute  submission,  or  the  desolations  of 
war  ?    By  that  humanity  which  constitutes  so  amiable  a  part  of  your  character,  for  tJie  lionor  of 
our  sovereign,  and  by  the  glory  of  the  British  empire,  we  entreat  you,  to  prevent  it,  if  it  be  possi- 
ble: surely  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  temperate  wisdom  of  the  empire  might,  even  yet,  find  expe- 
dients to  restore  peace,  that  so  all  parts  of  the  empire  may  enjoy  their  particular  rights,  honors  and 
immunities.    Certainly,  tiiis  is  an  event  most  devoutly  to  be  wished  for,  and  will  it  not  be  consist- 
ent with  your  duty  to  suspend  the  operations  of  war  on  your  part,  and  enable  us  on  ours  to  quiet 
the  minds  of  the  people,  at  least  till  the  result  of  some  furtlier  deliberations  may  be  known  ?  The 
importance  of  the  occasion  will,  we  doubt  not,  sufficiently  apologise  for  the  earnestness  with  which 
we  uddress  you,  and  any  seeming  impropriety  which  may  attend  it,  as  well  as  induce  you  to  give  us 
the  most  explicit  and  favorable  answer  in  your  power. 

I  am,  with  great  esteem  and  respect,  in  behalf  of  the  general  assembly,  Sir,  <fcc., 

JONATHAN  TRUMBULL." 

The  reply  of  general  Gage,  a  dignified  and  able  paper,  follows  : 

BOSTON,  3d  May,  1775. 
.  "  SIR  :— I  am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  2Sth  April  last,  in  behalf  of  the 
general  assembly  of  your  colony,  relative  to  the  alarming  situation  of  public  affairs  in  this  country, 
and  the  late  transactions  in  this  province.  That  this  situation  is  greatly  alarming,  and  that  these 
transactions  are  truly  unfortunate,  are  truths  to  be  regretted  by  every  friend  to  America,  and  by  ev- 
ery well  wisher  for  the  peace,  prosperity  and  happiness  of  this  province.  The  intimate  connection 
and  strong  ties  of  friendship  between  the  inhabitants  of  your  colony  and  tiie  deluded  people  of  thi* 
province,  cannot  fail  of  inducing  the  former  to  interpose  their  good  oifues,  to  convince  the  latter  of 
the  impropriety  of  their  past  conduct,  and  to  persuade  them  to  return  to  their  allegiance,  and  to 
■eek  redress  of  any  supposed  grievances,  in  tliose  decent  and  constitutional  melhod-s,  in  which 
alone  they  can  hope  to  be  successful." 

That  troops  should  be  employed  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  magistrates  in  tho  executioa 
of  their  duty,  when  opposed  with  violence,  is  not  a  new  thing  in  the  English,  or  any  other  govern- 
ment.   That  any  acts  of  the  British  parliament  are  unconstitutional  or  oppresnivo,  I  am  not  to  sup- 
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Resolved,  That  Capt.  Goodman  be  HMesiredH  to  take  the  charge  of 
transmitthig,  forthwith,  the  letter  to  the  delegates  of  this  colony  now 
in  Connecticut. 

pose  ;  if  any  such  thete  are,  in  the  apprehension  of  the  people  of  this  province,  it  had  been  happy 
for  them  if  they  liad  soiiglit  relief,  only  tlic  in  way  wliich  tlie  constitution,  tiieir  reason  ;ind  their 
interest  pointed  out." 

"You  cannot  wonder  at  iny  fortifying  the  town  of  iJoston,  or  niui<iM2  any  other  military  prepara- 
tions, when  you  are  assured,  that,  previous  to  my  taking  tliese  steps,  sucli  were  the  open  tiireats, 
and  such  the  warlike  prt- [>aratioM3  throu;'liout  this  province,  us  rendered  it  my  indispensable  duty 
to  take  every  precaution  in  my  power,  for  tlie  prot  -ction  of  his  majesty's  troops  under  my  coinnnnd, 
against  all  hostile  attempt-:." 

"  Tlie  intelligence  you  seem  to  iiavc  received,  rehtivc  to  the  late  excursion  of  a  body  of  troops 
into  the  country,  is  alt()gethcr  injurious,  and  contrary  to  the  true  state  of  facts.  The  troops  dis- 
claim, witli  indignation,  the  barbarous  outrages  of  which  they  are  accused,  so  contrary  to  their 
known  humanity.  I  have  taken  the  greatest  pains  to  discover  if  any  were  committed,  and  have 
found  examples  of  their  tendurness,  botli  to  the  young  and  the  old,  but  no  vestige  of  cruelty  or 
barbarity.  It  is  very  possil)lp,  that  in  firing  into  houses,  from  whence  they  were  fired  upon,  that  old 
people,  women  or  children  m  iy  iiave  surt\  red  ;  but  if  any  such  thing  has  happened,  it  was  in  their 
defence  and  undesigned.  I  Iiave  no  coni:  Kind  to  ravage  and  desolate  tlie  country  ;  and  were  it  my 
inteiition,  I  have  had  pretence  to  begin  it,  u|»on  the  sea  ports,  who  arc  at  the  mercy  of  the  fleet. 
For  your  better  information  I  enclose  you  a  nrirrativc  of  that  afl"air,  taken  from  gentlemen  of  indis- 
putable honor  and  veracity  who  were  eye  witnesses  of  all  the  transactions  of  that  day.  The  lead- 
ers here  have  taken  pains  to  prevent  any  account  of  this  afl'air  getting  abroad,  but  such  as  they 
have  thought  proper  to  pu!)Iish  themselves  ;  and,  to  that  end,  tiie  post  has  been  stopped,  the  mails 
broke  open,  and  letters  t  ikea  out  ;  and,  by  tlu-se  me  ins,  the  most  injurious  and  inflammatory  ac- 
counts have  been  spread  thron,'hout  tlie  continent,  wliicli  have  served  to  deceive  and  inflame  the 
minds  of  the  people." 

"  When  the  resolves  of  the  I'rovinci  il  Congress  breathed  nothing  but  war,  when  those  two  great 
and  essential  prerogatives  of  the  Kin;:,  the  levying  «)f  troops  and  disposing  of  the  public  moneys, 
were  wrested  from  hitn,  and  when  miurazines  were  forming,  by  an  assembly  of  men,  unknown  to 
the  constitution,  for  the  declared  purpose  of  levying  war  against  the  king,  you  must  acknovvledire 
it  was  my  duty,  as  it  was  the  dictate  of  humanity,  to  prevent,  if  possible,  the  calamities  of  a  civil 
war,  by  destroying  sucli  magazines.    ThU,  iind  this  alone,  I  attempted." 

"  You  ask,  why  is  the  town  of  IJo^ton  now  shut  up  ;  I  can  only  refer  you,  for  an  answer,  to  those 
bodies  of  armed  men  who  now  surronml  the  town,  and  jirevent  all  access  to  it.  The  hostile  prepa- 
rations you  mention,  are  such  as  the  coii.iui-t  of  t!ie  people  of  this  province  have  rendered  it  prudent 
to  make,  for  the  defence  of  those  under  my  co-mn.ind.  Vou  assure  me,  the  people  of  vour  colony 
abhor  the  idea  of  taking  up  arms  ug  linst  tlie  tioops  of  their  sovereign  ;  I  wish  the  people  of  this 
province,  for  their  own  sakcs,  could  ni  ike  the  same  dei  1  iration." 

"  Vou  enquire,  is  there  no  way  to  jirevent  thu  unhappy  dispute  from  coming  to  extremities  ?  is 
there  no  alternative  but  absolute  sulimission  or  the  dc-olations  of  war  ?  I  answer  I  hope  there  is. 
The  king  and  parliament  seem  to  hold  out  term-;  of  reconciliation,  consistent  with  the  honor  and 
interest  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  riglits  and  [.rivileg.-s  of  the  colonies.  They  have  mutually  de- 
clared their  readiness  to  attend  to  any  real  grievances  of  the  colonies,  and  to  afford  them  every 
just  and  reasonable  indulgence,  which  shall,  in  u  dutiful  and  constitutional  manner,  be  laid  before 
tJiem  ;  and  his  majesty  adds,  it  is  his  ardent  wish,  that  this  disposition  may  have  a  happy  effect  on 
the  temper  and  conduct  of  his  subjects  in  America.  I  must  add,  likewise,  the  resolution  of  the 
27t)i  February,  on  the  grand  dispute  of  taxation  and  revenue;  leaving  it  to  the  colonies  to  tax 
themselves,  under  certain  conditions.  Hero  is  surely  a  foundation  for  an  accommodation,  to  people 
who  wish  a  reconciliation,  rather  tli-ui  a  destru<  livc  war,  between  countries  so  nearly  connected  by 
the  ties  of  blood  and  interest ;  but  I  fuar  that  the  leaders  of  this  province  have  been,  and  still  are, 
intent  only  on  shedding  blood." 

"I  am  much  obliged  by  your  favorable  sentiments  of  my  personal  character;  and  assure  you,  as  it 
has  been  my  constant  wish  and  endeavor  hitherto,  so  I  shall  continue  to  exert  my  utmost  eft'orts  to 
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Ordered,  That  a  postscript  be  added  to  said  letter,  instructing  said 
delegates,  that  if  their  assembly  should  be  dissolved,  they  tarry  there, 
to  treat  with  the  new  assembly. 

The  llCongress  thenjl  adjourned  to  three  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Afternoon, 

A  letter  was  presented  to  this  Congress  by  Esquire  Aikin,  from  Mr. 
Lemuel  Williams,  dated  Dartmouth,  May  1, 1775,^  to  said  Aikin,  which 
was  read  :  whereupon,  Ordered,  that  Mr.  Batchelder,  Esquire  Dix, 
Col.  Farley,  Mr.  Greenlcaf  and  Mr.  Bent,  be  a  conmiittee  to  take  the 
said  letter  into  consideration,  and  report  as  soon  as  may  be,  and  that 
Esquire  Aikin  be  desired  to  attend  on  said  committee. 

The  order  of  the  day  [was]  moved  for. 

Resolved,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  prccej)ts  for  calling 
a  general  assembly,  be  referred  to  Thursday  next,  ten  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Ordered,  That  Deacon  Cheever,  Col.  Warren,  Mr.  Gill,  lion.  Mr. 
Dexter,  and  the  president,  be  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  resolve  for  the 
purpose  of  granting  liberty  to  such  persons  in  Boston  as  incline  to 
send  into  the  country  for  their  effects,  that  so  another  obstacle  may  be 
removed  to  the  liberating  of  the  inhabitants  of  Boston. 

llThc  committee  on  the  letter  from  Lemuel  Williams  to  Esquire 
Aikin,  reported  verbally.    The  matter  was  ordered  to  subside. [j 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gerry,  President  Warren,  Hon.  Mr.  Dexter, 
Col.  Warren  and  Col.  Gerrish,  be  a  committee  to  forward  an  express 
to  the  Hon.  Continental  Congress,  with  authenticated  copies  of  the 
depositions,  and  address  to  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain,  and  letter 
to  Mr.  Franklin,  lately  sent  to  Great  Britain,  per  Capt.  Derby  of  Sa- 
lem ;  also  to  send  another  original  set  of  said  papers,  by  said  express, 
to  be  forwarded  by  the  vessel  in  the  southern  colonies  to  London,  and 

protf'ct  all  his  majesty's  lioge  subjects  under  my  care,  in  their  persons  and  property.  You  ask, 
whether  it  will  not  be  consistent  with  my  duty  to  suspend  the  operations  of  war  on  my  part,&;c.  ?  I 
have  commenced  no  operations  of  war  but  defensive  ;  such  you  cannot  wish  use  to  suspend,  while  I 
am  nurroundt  <!  by  an  armed  country,  who  have  already  begun,  and  threaten  farther  to  prosecute  an 
ofTentive  war  ;  and  are  now  violently  depriving  ine,  the  king's  troojis,  and  many  others  of  the  king's  sub- 
j<»ct8  under  my  immediate  protection,  of  all  the  conveniences  and  necessaries  of  life,  with  which  the 
country  abounds.  But  it  must  quiet  the  minds  of  all  reasonable  people,  when  I  assure  you,  that  I 
have  no  disposition  to  injure  or  molest  quiet  and  peaceable  subjects  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  shall  es- 
teem it  my  greatest  happiness,  to  defend  and  protect  then>  ngainst  every  species  of  violence  and  op- 
pression. 

I  am,  with  great  regard  and  esteem.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

THOMAS  GAGE.'* 

The  Hon.  Gov.  Trumbull. 

(1)  The  enquiry  was  proposed  by  Mr,  Williams,  whether  it  would  be  proper  for  the  merchanU  of 
Dartmouth  to  send  their  vessels  to  sea.  The  opinion  expressed  by  the  conmiittee  was,  that  they 
•ihonlJ  be  restrained  in  port. 
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to  report  an  application  to  be.  sent  by  said  express  to  the  Continental 
Congress. 

Col.  Learned  Moved,  That  the  sense  of  this  Congress  might  be 
taken,  whether  the  regiment  he  is  now  raising  may  be  a  regiment  ol 
grenadiers  :  the  matter  was  ordered  to  subside. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded,  that  a  committee  be  appointed, 
to  take  into  consideration  the  expediency  of  drafting  a  certain  propor- 
tion of  the  town's  stock  of  powder,  &:.c.,  from  such  towns  as  they  shall 
think  proper,  for  tlie  present  supply  of  the  army  now  establishing  in  this 
colony.  The  matter  was  ordered  to  subside,  till  the  Congress  had 
passed  upon  a  report  for  giving  license  to  such  persons,  in  Boston,  as 
incline  to,  send  into  the  country  for  their  effects  :  which  report  was 
read,  amended  and  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz.  : 

[In  Provincial  Co.ncress,  Watertown,  ^lOiy  %  1775.] 
[Resolved,  That  such  inhabitants  of  this  colony,  as  have  repaired  to 
the  town  of  Boston,  there  to  take  up  their  residence,  and  have  effects 
in  the  other  towns  of  this  government,  be  permitted,  each  of  them,  to 
send  out  a  servant,  or  other  person,  without  arms,  to  put  up  and  trans- 
port, into  the  said  town  of  Boston,  any  such  goods  or  effects,  except- 
ing arms  and  ammunition  ;  and  that  the  officers  appointed  for  granting 
permits,  at  Roxbury  and  Charlestown,  be,  and  hereby  are,  directed  to 
provide  a  suitable  attendant  to  each  person  so  sent  out,  whose  business 
it  shall  be  to  continue  with  him  till  he  returns,  and  that  permits,  agree- 
able to  the  intention  of  this  resolve,  be  granted.]^ 

The  committee  appointed  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  supplying 
the  treasury,  reported  as  to  the  first  step,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Freeman,  Doct.  Taylor,  Mr.  Lewis,  Col.  D wight 
and  Esquire  Gardner,  be  a  committee  to  consider  what  measures  are 
proper  to  be  taken  for  liberating  those  persons  who  were  taken  prison- 
ers by  the  troops  under  the  conmiand  of  general  Gage,  on  the  19th 
[of  April  last.] 

All  the  committees  Ijof  the  Congress  werejj  enjoined  to  sit,  Hand 
then  the  CongressH  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

[^VED^ESDAT,]  May  3, 1775,  [A.  M.] 
Ordered,  That  Deacon  Cheever  be  desired  to  make  application  to 
the  Rev.  Doct.  Cooper,  to  request  that  he  would  officiate  as  chaplain 
for  this  Congress  during  its  session  in  this  place. 


(1)  This  resolve  is*  restoreJ  to  the  joiiniul  from  a  ropy  nmde  by  Mr.  Secretary  Freeman. 
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Ordered,  That  Doct,  Taylor,  Mr.  Lothrop  and  Mr.  Paine,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  forward  the  proclamations,  for  a  fast,  into  the  country,  as 
soon  as  possible. 

Resolved,  That  this  last  mentioned  order  be  reconsidered  ;  and 
thereupon,  Ordered,  that  the  committee  who  were  appointed  at  Con- 
cord for  dispersing  the  proclamations,  be  required  to  perform  their  duty 
with  all  possible  expedition. 

On  the  application  from  the  committee  of  safety,  relative  to  supply- 
ing Col.  Arnold  with  one  hundred  pounds  [lawful  money,]  and  sundry 
warlike  stores  ; 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Greenleaf,  Mr.  Gill  and  Mr.  Partridge,  be  a 
committee  to  take  said  application  into  consideration,  and  report. 

The  committee  on  the  application  from  the  committee  of  safety,  re- 
ported :  [the  report  was]  read  and  accepted,  and  is  as  followeth  : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  Wataiown,  May  3,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  the  within  request  of  the  committee  of  safety  be 
granted,  and  that  the  committee  of  supplies  be,  and  they  hereby  are 
directed,  to  furnish  Col.  Benedict  Arnold  with  ten  horses,  two  hun- 
dred pounds  of  gunpowder,  two  hundred  pounds  of  lead  balls,  and  one 
thousand  flints,  at  the  expense  of  the  colony,  and  that  said  committee 
draw  upon  Henry  Gardner,  Esq.,  receiver  general,  for  one  hundred 
pounds,  [lawful  money,]  in  favor  of  said  Arnold,  and  take  his  receipt 
for  the  whole — said  Arnold  to  be  accountable  therefor  to  this  or  some 
other  congress,  or  future  house  of  representatives. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Warren,  Doct.  Holten,  Mr.  Dix,  Col.  Farley 
and  Doct.  Taylor,  be  a  committee  to  H'overlook  the  commission  of  the 
committee  of  safety,  and  the  commission  of  the  committee  of  sup- 
plies,|l  and  to  see  whether  it  be  necessary  that  they  be  invested  with 
other  powers  than  they  now  have. 

The  committee  [appointed]  to  bring  in  the  form  of  a  resolve,  em- 
powering the  treasurer  to  borrow  a  certain  sum  of  money,  and  the 
form  of  a  note,  to  be  by  him  given  to  the  lender,  dLC,  reported ;  the 
report  [was]  amended,  read  and  accepted,  and  is  as  followeth : 

Resolved,  That  the  receiver  general  be,  and  hereby  is  empowered 
and  directed,  to  borrow  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  pounds, 
lawful  money,  and  issue  colony  securities  for  the  same,  payable  with 
annual  interest,  at  six  per  cent.,  June  I,  1777,  and  that  the  Continen- 
tal Congress  be  desired  to  recommend  to  the  several  colonies  to  give  a 
currency  to  such  securities. 


a  ||a3certain  the  power  of  the  committees  of  supplies  and  of  iafety.!) 
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Resolved^  That  the  securities  given  by  the  receiver  general  for  the 
moneys  borrowed  by  him,  in  pursuance  of  the  aforegoing  resolve,  be 
in  the  form  following,  viz  : 

•  No.  The    .  day  of  A.  D.  177  . 

Borrowed  and  received  of  A.  B.  the  sum  of  pounds,  lawful 

money,  for  the  use  and  service  of  tlie  colony  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bay ;  and  in  behalf  of  said  colony,  I  do  hereby  promise  and  oblige 
myself,  and  my  successors  in  the  olhce  of  treasurer  or  receiver  general, 
to  repay  to  the  said  A.  B.,  or  to  his  order,  on  the  first  day  of  June, 
1777,  the  aforesaid  sura  of  pounds,  lawful  money,  in  Spanish 

milled  dollars,  at  six  shillings  each,  or  in  the  several  species  of  coined 
silver  and  gold,  enumerated  in  an  act  liniadc  and  passed  in  the  twenty- 
second  year  of  his  late  majesty  king  George  the  Second,  entitled  an 
act||  for  ascertaining  the  rates  at  which  coined  silver  and  gold,  English 
half-pence  and  farthings,  may  jiass  within  this  government,  and  accord- 
ing to  the  rates  therein  mentioned,  with  interest,  to  be  paid  annually, 
at  six  per  cent.  ^  • 

A.  B.  )  Witness  my  Jiand, 

C.  D.  }  £ 

E.  F.  j  ,  H.  G. 

The  committee  on  the  letter  from  Mr.  Lee  to  Doct.  Taylor,  reported 
verbally,  that  a  copy  of  said  letter  be  forwarded  to  our  members  of  the 
Continental  Congress  :  upon  a  motion,  the  question  w^as  put,  whether 
the  above  report  be  accepted,  and  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  in  all  orders  for  impressing  horses  and  carriages, 
the  horses  and  carriages  of  the  members  of  this  Congress  be  excepted, 
and  that  a  copy  of  this  resolve  be  sent  to  the  committee  of  safety  and 
committee  of  supplies. 

Ordered.  That  at  three  o'clock  this  afternoon,  the  Cong-ress  will 
take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  establishing  pay  for  a  brigade 
major. 

Ordered,  That  at  five  o'clock  this  afternoon,  the  Congress  will  come 
to  the  choice  of  a  committee  of  three  [persons,]  by  ballot,  to  procure 
a  copper  plate  for  printing  the  colony  notes,  and  to  countersign  them. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  who  reported  a  resolve  relative  to  bor- 
rowing money,  &.C.,  bring  in  a  resolve  that  no  note  be  given  by  the 
receiver  general  for  a  less  sum  than  four  pounds. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Afternoon. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  that  no  note  be  given 
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by  the  receiver  general  for  any  sum  less  than  four  pounds,  reported ; 
and  the  report  was  amended  and  accepted,  and  is  as  follows : 

Whereas,  inconveniences  may  arise  by  the  receiver  general's  issuing 
notes  for  small  sums  :  therefore,  Resolved,  that  the  receiver  general 
be,  and  he  hereby  is  directed,  not  to  issue  any  notes  for  a  less  sum 
than  four  pounds,  lawful  money. 

The  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration 
the  advance  pay  to  the  soldiers,  was  taken  up  and  read  ;  but  as  part  of 
the  report  is  superseded  by  a  resolve  in  the  morning,  therefore,  Or- 
dered, that  the  report  be  recommitted,  and  that  part  thereof  which  hath 
been  superseded  be  left  out,  and  that  each  soldier  be  allowed  twenty 
shillings,  lawful  money,  in  advance. 

The  order  of  the  day  [was]  moved  for. 

Resolved,  That  Capt.  Parker,  Col.  How  and  Col.  Farley,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  establishing  pay  lor 
a  brigade  major.  ,   ^  , 

The  above  vote  was  reconsidered. 

The  committee  appointed  to  report  the  form  of  an  oath,  reported  : 
the  report  was  read,  and  recommitted. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Fuller,  jjCapt.  Brownjj  and  Capt.  Brown  of 
Watertown,  be  a  committee  to  count  and  sort  the  votes  for  a  commit- 
tee to  procure  a  copperplate  for  printing  the  colony  notes,  and  to 
countersign  them.  The  committee  having  attended  that  service,  re- 
ported, that  the  Hon.  Samuel  Dexter,  Esq.,  Doct.  Joseph  Warren  and 
Mr.  Moses  Gill,  were  chosen. 

Mr.  Cheever,  who  was  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Rev.  Doct.  Cooper, 
and  desire  his  attendance  on  this  Congress,  to  officiate  as  their  chap- 
lain, reported,  that  he  had  attended  the  service  assigned  him,  and  that 
the  state  of  the  Doctor's  aftairs  was  such,  that  he  could  not  attend  ac- 
cording to  the  desire  of  the  Congress. 

The  committee  appointed  to  report  a  letter  to  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, reported.  The  report  was  read  and  accepted,  and  ordered  to 
be  copied,  and  forwarded  as  soon  as  may  be,  and  is  as  follows,  viz.  : 

To  the  Honorable  American  Continental  Congress,  to  he  convened  at 
Philadelphia,  on  the  tenth  of  May  instant : 
May  it  please  your  honors  : — The  Congress  of  this  colony,  im- 
pressed with  the  deepest  concern  for  their  country,  under  the  present 
critical  and  alarming  state  of  its  public  atlairs,  beg  leave,  with  the 
most  respectful  submission,  whilst  acting  in  support  of  the  cause  of 
America,  to  request  the  direction  and  assistance  of  your  respectable 
assembly. 
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The  enclosed  packet,  containing  the  copies  of  depositions  which  we 
have  despatched  for  London,  also  an  address  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Great  Britain,  and  a  letter  to  our  colony  agent,  Benjamin  Franklin, 
Esq.,  are  humbly  submitted  to  your  consideration. 

The  sanguinary  zeal  of  the  ministerial  army,  to  ruin  and  destroy 
the  inhabitants  of  this  colony,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Congress  hath 
rendered  the  establishment  of  an  army  indispensably  necessary.  We 
have  accordingly  passed  an  unanimous  resolve  for  thirteen  thousand 
six  hundred  men,  to  be  forthwith  raised  by  this  colony  ;  and  proposals 
cire  made  by  us  to  the  congress  of  New  Hampshire,  and  governments 
of  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut  colonies,  for  furnishing  men  in  the 
same  proportion.  The  sudden  exigency  of  our  public  affairs  preclu- 
ded the  possibility  of  waiting  for  your  direction  in  these  important 
measures  ;  more  especially,  as  a  considerable  reenforcement  from  Great 
Britain  is  daily  expected  in  this  colony,  and  we  are  now  reduced  to  v 
the  sad  alternative  of  defending  by  arms,  or  submitting  to  be  slaugh- 
tered. 

With  the  greatest  deference,  we  beg  leave  to  suggest,  that  a  power- 
ful army,  on  the  side  of  America,  hath  been  considered  by  this  Con- 
gress as  the  only  mean  left  to  stem  II'H  the  rapid  progress  of  a  tyrannical  i 
ministry.  Without  a  force  superior  to  our  enemies,  we  must  reasona- 
bly expect  to  become  the  victims  of  their  relentless  fury  :  with  such  a 
force,  we  may  still  have  hopes  of  seeing  an  immediate  end  put  to  the 
inhuman  ravages  of  mercenary  troops  in  America,  and  the  wicked  au- 
thors of  our  miseries  brouglit  to  condign  punishment,  by  the  just  in- 
diornation  of  our  brethren  in  Great  Britain. 

o 

We  hope  that  this  colony  will,  at  all  times,  be  ready  to  spend,  and 
be  spent,  in  the  cause  of  America.  It  is,  nevertheless,  a  misfortune, 
greatly  operating  to  its  disadvantage,  that  it  has  a  great  number  of  sea 
port  towns  exposed  to  the  approach  of  the  enemy  by  sea,  from  many 
of  which  the  inhabitants  have  removed,  and  are  now  removing  their 
families  and  effects,  to  avoid  destruction  from  ships  of  war :  these,  we 
apprehend,  will  be  generally  distressed  from  want  of  subsistence,  and 
disabled  from  contributing  aid  for  supporting  the  forces  of  the  colony; 
but  we  have  the  greatest  confidence  in  the  wisdom  and  ability  of  the 
continent  to  support  us,  so  far  as  it  shall  appear  necessary  for  support- 
ing the  common  cause  of  the  American  colonies. 

We  also  enclose  several  resolves  for  empowering  and  directing  our 
receiver  general  to  borrow  the  sum  of  .£100,000,  lawful  money,  and 


a  ||the  torrent  aiid.|| 
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to  issue  his  notes  for  the  same  ;  it  being  the  only  measure  which  we 
could  have  recourse  to  for  supporting  our  forces ;  and  we  request  your 
assistance,  in  rendering  our  measures  effectual,  by  giving  our  notes 
currency  through  the  continent. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Davis  be  desired  to  wait  on  the  Rev.  ]\Ir  Gor- 
don, and  desire  that  he  would  attend  on  this  Congress,  and  officiate  as 
their  chaplain,  during  their  session  in  the  town  of  Watertown. 

The  committee  who  were  appointed  to  take  under  consideration  the 
advance  pay  to  the  soldiers,  reported.  The  report  was  reconnnitted, 
and  Capt.  Stone  |lof  Framinghamjl  and  Doct.  Taylor,  added  to  the 
committee. 

[The  committee  who  were  appointed  to  consider  what  measures  are 
proper  to  be  taken  for  liberating  those  persons  who  were  taken  prison- 
ers by  the  troops,  under  general  Gage,  on  the  19th  of  April,  rej)orted 
a  resolve,  which  was  read  and  accepted,  and  Ordered,  that  any  mem- 
ber who  desires  a  copy  may  have  one.    The  resolve  is  as  follows  :] 

In  Provincial  Congress,  Jfaicrtown,  May  3,  ITlTt. 

[Whereas,  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony  were  taken 
prisoners  by  the  troops,  under  the  command  of  general  Gage,  on  the 
19th  of  April  last,  and  are  by  him  so  held  :] 

[Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Congress  that  an  applica- 
tion be  sent  to  general  Gage,  signed  by  the  wives  or  nearest  relations 
of  such  prisoners,  and  the  selectmen  of  the  towns  to  which  they  re- 
spectively belong,  desiring  that  he  would  discharge  their  friends  from 
their  said  imprisonment ;  and  they  are  empowered  hereby  to  offer  to 
send  in  to  the  general  an  equal  number  of  his  troops,  now  in  the  hands 
of  this  people,  who  were  taken  prisoners  on  the  aforesaid  19th  of 
April,  upon  his  liberating  their  friends  as  aforesaid.] 

llThe  Congressll  then  adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

[Thursday,]  May  4,  [1775,  A.  M.] 
Col.  Davis,  who  was  appointed  to  wait  upon  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gordon, 
to  desire  that  he  would  officiate  as  chaplain  to  this  Congress,  reported, 
that  he  had  waited  upon  Mr.  Gordon,  and  that  Mr.  Gordon  informed 
him  he  would  attend  accordingly. 

The  committee  who  were  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the 
advance  pay  to  the  soldiers,  again  reported  ;  which  report  was  read, 
amended  and  accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  authenticated,  and  sent 
forthwith  to  head  quarters.    It  is  as  follows  : 
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Whereas,  the  distressed  state  of  this  colony,  at  this  alarming  crisis, 
calls  for  its  utmost  exertions,  that  the  army  now  to  be  raised  be  forth- 
with completed  :  therefore,  Rtsohcd,  that  each  non  commissioned  offi- 
cer and  private  soldier,  who  has,  or  shall,  enlist  himself  into  the  ser- 
vice of  this  colony,  shall  have  twenty  shillings  paid  him  out  of  the  re- 
ceiver general's  office,  as  advance  jlpay  ;i|  and  that  the  commanding 
officer  of  each  regiment  who  shall  be,  i'.and  hereby  is,||  empowered  to 
act  as  muster  master  for  his  said  regiment,  shall  draw  from  the  receiver 
general's  office  the  sum  of  twenty  shillings,  for  each  non  commissioned 
officer  and  private  soldier  in  his  said  regiment,  and  pay  the  same,  ac- 
cordino-  to  the  tenor  of  this  resolve,  as  soon  as  said  men  shall  have  en- 
listed  themselves,  and  be  duly  sworn,  and  give  his  bond,  with  suffi- 
cient surety,  to  the  receiver  general,  therefor  ;  said  bond  to  be  dis- 
charged by  a  recei{)t  produced,  by  said  officer,  from  each  non  commis- 
sioned officer  and  private  scddier,  that  he  has  received  the  same. 

On  an  application  made  to  this  Congress,  for  an  order  on  the  com- 
mittee of  supplies,  for  one  barrel  of  powder,  for  the  use  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  Faltnouth,  in  Casco  Bay  ;  OrdtrccI,  that  this  matter  be  refer- 
red to  the  said  committee  of  supplies,  they  to  act  thereon  as  they  think 
best. 

The  order  of  the  day  [was]  moved  for.  '■-     -  •?  v--  :  ^ 

The  absent  members  were  ordered  to  be  called  in. 

On  a  motion  made,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  re- 
solve containing  a  reconsideration  of  a  resolve,  passed  by  this  Con- 
gress, at  Concord,  the  first  of  April  last,  giving  it  as  their  opinion, 
that  **  if  writs  should  be  issued  for  calling  a  general  assembly,  to  be 
held  on  the  last  Wednesday  of  May  next,  that  the  several  towns  in 
this  colony  ought  to  obey  such  precepts,  and  to  bring  in  a  resolve  re- 
commending to  the  several  towns  and  districts  in  this  colony  not  to 
obey  such  precepts," — after  a  long  and  serious  debate,  the  question 
was  put,  and  it  passed  in  the  athrmative:  for  the  question,  94:,  the 
whole  number  of  the  house,  JOT. 

Col.  Warren,  Mr.  Gerry,  Col.  Gerrish,  Doct.  Holten  and  Col.  Man- 
dell,  were  accordingly  appointed  for  this  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Stone  of  Framingham,  Mr.  Bent  and  Major 
Fuller,  be  a  committee  to  examine  the  returns  of  the  several  town 
and  district  stocks  of  powder,  and  to  bring  in  a  resolve  recommending 
to  such  towns  as  they  think  proper,  which  are  not  immediately  ex- 
posed, to  furnish  the  towns  of  Falmouth  and  Arundel  with  one  barrel 
of  powder  each. 

Then  adjourned  to  three  o'clock  this  afternoon. 
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Afternoon. 

Resolved,  That  Gen.  Putnam  and  Col.  Porter,  who  were,  w'ith  other 
of  the  committee  of  safety,  appointed  by  the  said  committee  of  safety, 
and  the  council  of  war,  to  lay  some  special  matters  before  this  Con- 
gress, be  admitted  into  this  house,  and  that  Col.  Warren,  Mr.  Devens 
and  Col.  Gerrish,  be  a  committee  to  introduce  them  llaccordingly.jl 

The  left  hand  front  pew  was  assigned  them  to  sit  in. 

The  absent  members  were  directed  to  attend. 

The  said  committee  having  accordingly  attended  this  Congress, 
they  informed  the  Congress,  that  the  gentlemen  delegated  by  the  as- 
sembly of  Connecticut,  to  execute  an  embassy  to  general  Gage,  had 
come  out  of  Boston,  with  letters  from  him  to  the  assembly  of  Connec- 
ticut, of  which  they  thought  it  proper  to  inform  this  Congress,  that 
they  might  take  order  thereon,  if  they  thought  fit:  whereupon.  Or- 
dered^ that  the  president.  Col.  Warren,  Doct.  Iloltt.'n,  Col.  Gerrish, 
Col.  Palmer,  Doct.  }3aylies,  Doct.  Taylor,  Mr.  Gardner,  Mr.  Partridge, 
Mr.  Gerry  and  Mr.  Mills,  together  with  the  committee  from  the  com- 
mittee of  safety,  and  council  of  war,  be  a  committee  to  hold  a  conier- 
ence  with  the  said  Connecticut  delegates,  and  to  attend  forthwith. 

The  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  several 
towns,  relative  to  the  prisoners  of  war,  reported  :  wdiereupon.  Ordered^ 
that  ]\Ir.  Wyman  apply  to  the  committee  of  safety,  desiring  that  they 
would  take  such  measures  with  respect  to  the  colony  stores,  and  two 
regular  officers,  with  their  waiters,  now  at  Woburn,  as  will  remove  the 
necessity  of  keeping  so  large  a  guard  as  is  now  placed  there  to  guard 
the  same. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Connecticut  delegates, 
reported,  that  they  had  conferred  with  them  on  the  subject  of  their 
embassy,  and  of  the  letter  to  their  assembly  from  general  Gage,  but 
that  they  thought  it  inconsistent  with  their  honor,  and  tlie  interest  of 
tlie  colonies,  to  open  it;  but  that  they  would  use  their  influence,  when 
they  returned,  to  have  the  contents  of  it  communicated  to  this  colony 

Moved,  That  the  delegates  from  Connecticut  be  desired  to  attend 
this  Congress  :  after  debate  the  matter  was  ordered  to  subside. 

Ordered,  That  the  president.  Col,  Warren,  Col.  Dwight,  Mr.  Gerry 
and  Col.  Holten,be  a  committee  to  return  liie  compliments  to  the  gen- 
tlemen from  Connecticut,  for  their  patient  attendance  to  the  inquiry 
made  of  them  by  this  Congress,  respecting  their  embassy  to  general 
Gage. 

Moved,  Tiiat  the  resolve  passed  yesterday,  respecting  advance  pay 
for  the  soldiers,  be  reconsidered,  so  far  as  it  respects  muster  masters. 


192 


SECOND  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS.        [May  5, 


and  that  two  muster  masters  be  appointed  by  this  Congress.  After  de- 
bate [the  matter  was]  ordered  to  subside. 

Ordered,  That  the  president,  Mr.  Gerry  and  Col.  Warren,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  prepare  a.  letter  to  the  assembly  of  Connecticut,  respecting 
their  late  application  to  general  Gage. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Stone,  Mr.  Mills,  Capt.  McCobb,  Doct.  Per- 
kins, Col.  Grout  and  Mr.  Kollock,  be  directed  to  copy  the  depositions 
of  the  late  hostile  proceedings  of  general  Gage's  troops,  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  Connecticut. 

Then  adjourned  to  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

[Friday,]  May  5, 1775,  [A.  M.] 

Ordered,  That  Deacon  Stickney  and  Mr.  Webster  be  added  to  the 
committee  who  were  appointed  to  examine  the  returns,  and  districts' 
stock  of  powder,  &c.,  May  4ih,  A.  M. 

Ordered,  That  Doct.  Taylor,  Mr.  Batchelder  and  Doct.  Holten,  be  a 
committee  to  bring  in  a  rei^olve  relative  to  an  obstruction  to  the  remov- 
ing the  inhabitants  of  Boston,  as  expressed  in  a  letter  to  this  Congress 
from  the  selectmen  of  Boston,  and  other  papers:  and  that  said  re- 
solve, when  passed,  together  with  the  resolve  which  passed  this  Con- 
gress the  2d  instant,  giving  license  to  those  persons  in  Boston,  who 
incline,  to  send  a  servant  out  for  their  effects,  be  authenticated,  and 
transmitted  to  Gen.  Ward. 

The  committee  who  were  appointed  to  bring  in  two  resolves  respect- 
ing general  Gage's  writs  for  calling  an  assembly,  reported  :  both  of 
which  were  read  and  accepted,  and  are  as  follow,  viz. : 

Whereas,  this  Congress  did;  at  their  session  at  Concord,  on  the  first 
day  of  April  last,  resolve,  as  their  opinion,  that  if  writs  be  issued  in 
form  as  the  law  directs,  for  calling  a  general  assembly,  to  be  held  on 
the  last  Wednesday  of  May  next,  that  such  writs  should  be  obeyed, 
&c. ;  and  whereas,  many  reasons  now  prevail  to  convince  us  that  con- 
sequences of  a  dangerous  nature  would  result  from  the  operation  of 
that  resolution  :  therefore,  Resolved,  that  the  said  vote  and  resolution 
be  reconsidered,  and  it  is  hereby  reconsidered,  and  declared  null  and 
void. 

Whereas,  his  excellency  general  Gage,  since  his  arrival  into  this  col- 
ony, hath  conducted  as  an  instrument  in  the  hands  of  an  arbitrary 
ministry  to  enslave  this  people,  and  a  detachment  ||of  the  troops, |1  un- 
der his  command,  have,  of  late,  been  ||by  himjl  ordered  to  the  town  of 
Concord,  to  destroy  the  public  stores  deposited  in  that  place  for  the 
use  of  the  colony  :  and,  whereas,  by  this  clandestine  and  perfidious 
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measure,  a  number  of  respectable  inhabitp.nts  of  the  colony,  without 
any  provocation  Hgiven  by  them,|l  have  been  illegally,  wantonly  and 
inhumanly  slaughtered  by  the  troops:  therefore,  Resolved,  that  the 
said  general  Gage  hath,  by  these  means,  and  many  others,  utterly  dis- 
qualified himself  to  serve  this  colony  as  a  governor,  and  in  every  other 
capacity,  and  that  no  obedience  ought,  in  future,  to  be  paid  by  the 
several  towns  and  districts  in  this  colony,  to  his  writs  for  calling  an  as- 
sembly, or  to  his  proclamations,  or  any  other  of  his  acts  or  doings; 
but  that,  on  the  other  hand,  he  ought  to  be  considered  and  guarded 
against,  as  an  unnatural  and  inveterate  enemy  to  this  coiintry. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gardner,  Col.  Dwight  and  Col.  Warren,  be  a 
committee  to  brinji  in  a  resolve,  reconimendinjx  to  the  several  towns 
and  districts  in  this  colony,  to  choose  delegates  for  a  new  Provincial 
Congress,  to  be  held  on  the  last  Wednesday  of  the  present  month. 

The  committee  who  were  appointed  to  prepare  the  form  of  an  oath, 
to  be  taken  by  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army  now  raising  in  this 
colony,  reported  :  which  report  was  ordered  for  the  present  to  subside. 

The  committee  who  were  this  day  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve 
for  the  purpose  of  removing  an  obstruction  to  the  liberating  the  inhab- 
itants of  Boston,  reported  :  which  report  was  ordered  to  be  recommit- 
ted, and  that  Mr.  Gill  and  Mr.  Partridge  be  added  to  the  committee. 

The  committee  who  were  yesterday  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to 
the  assembly  of  Connecticut,  reported  a  letter,  which  was  read,  amend- 
ed and  accepted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

To  the  Honorable,  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  \\^Colony\\  of 

Connecticut : 

Gentlemen  : — The  delegates  appointed  by  your  jj^respectablell  as- 
sembly, to  treat  with  general  Gage  on  the  late  unhappy  events  which 
have  occured  in  this  colony,  have  favored  us  with  a  conference,  and 
communicated  the  substance  of  their  interview  with  him.  We  are 
greatly  alarmed  at  the  unparalleled  wickedness  of  our  unnatural  ene- 
mies, in  endeavoring  to  persuade  our  sister  colony,  that  the  inhabitants 
of  this,  first  commenced  hostilities  ;  a  suggestion  which,  we  cannot  but 
think,  will  appear  absurd,  when  the  great  inequality  of  the  Lexington 
company  and  the  detachment  of  regular  troops,  which  attacked  them, 
is  coolly  considered. 

But  to  put  this  matter  in  the  clearest  light,  we  beg  leave  to  enclose 
you  the  copies  of  depositions,  taken  by  order  of  this  Congress,  and 
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despatched  for  London,  containing  the  most  incontestable  evidence, 
that  the  king's  troops  first  fired  upon,  and  killed,  several  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  this  colony,  before  any  injury  was  offered  to  them.  We  also 
enclose  you  the  copies  of  an  address  to  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  of  a  letter  to  our  colony  agent,  and  think  it  expedient  to  sus- 
pend the  publication  of  the  address  and  letter,  until  they  shall  have 
had  their  effect  in  England. 

The  experience  which  we  have  had  of  general  Gage,  hath  fully  con- 
vinced us,  that  but  little  dependence  can  be  placed  in  his  professions. 
Whilst  he  has  been  collecting  his  forces,  fortifying  our  capital,  and  in 
every  other  respect  preparing  for  war,  we  have  been  amused  with  his 
pretensions  to  benevolence  and  kindness,  evidently  calculated  to  retard 
the  measures  which  we  were  necessarily  pursuing  for  self  defence. 
And  we  are  constrained  to  declare,  that  should  he  be,  at  any  future 
time,  possessed  of  forces  superior  to  those  raised  for  opposing  him,  we 
should,  from  his  past  conduct,  have  no  hopes  l|Iefi[l  of  escaping  the 
heaviest  vengeance  which  ministerial  tyranny  can  devise,  assisted  by 
the  most  inveterate  enemies  to  mankind  in  orencral,  and  of  this  their 
native  country  in  particular.  On  the  exertions  of  the  colonies,  and 
blessings  of  heaven,  we  alone  can  depend  for  safety  and  support.  And 
it  is  clearly  the  opinion  of  this  Congress,  that  the  establishment  of  a 
powerful  army,  is  the  best  and  only  measure  left,  to  bring  the  present 
disputes  to  a  happy  issue.  It  is  evidently  the  business  of  the  general, 
to  subjugate  these  and  the  other  colonies;  and,  we  think,  there  are 
the  most  convincing  proofs  that,  in  order  to  effect  it,  he  is  constantly 
aiming  to  suspend  their  li*preparalions||  for  defence,  until  his  reenforce- 
ments  shall  arrive  ;  but,  although  we  have  been  under  great  apprehen- 
sions with  respect  to  the  advantages  which  the  conference  of  Connec- 
ticut, with  general  Gage,  |j^mightj|  give  our  enemies,  yet,  we  have  the 
greatest  confidence  in  the  wisdom  and  vigilance  of  your  respectable 
assembly  and  colony,  as  well  as  of  our  other  sister  colonies ;  and  have 
reason  to  hope,  that,  while  he  fails  in  his  intentions  to  lull  and  deceive 
this  continent,  he  can  never  accomplish  his  designs  to  conquer  it. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  letter  be  fairly  H'^transcribedlj  and  au- 
thenticated, and  committed  to  the  care  of  Col.  D wight,  together  with 
a  copy  of  the  depositions  respecting  the  late  hostile  proceedings  of 
general  Gage's  troops,  attested  by  the  secretary,  to  be  delivered  by  Col. 
Dwight  to  the  governor  and  company  of  Connecticut  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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[Afternoon.] 

The  committee  who  were  to  bring  in  a  resolve  for  the  purpose 
of  removincr  an  obstruction  to  the  liberatincr  the  inhabitants  of  Boston, 
again  reported  :  which  report,  being  read  and  accepted,  it  was  Order- 
ed,  that  Mr.  Partridge  carry  the  same  immediately  to  ||'Gen.jl  Ward. 
It  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

Resolved,  That  the  following  letter  be  sent  to  Gen.  Ward,  and  a 
copy  of  the  same  to  the  selectmen  of  Boston. 

Sir  : — By  the  enclosed  papers  you  will  see,  that  the  liberation  of 
our  good  friends  in  Boston  is  greatly  obstructed  :  therefore,  Sir,  you 
are  directed  to  examine  into  the  matter,  and  give  such  orders  as  shall 
be  effectual,  for  the  future,  strictly  to  execute  the  resolutions  of  this 
Congress,  respecting  permits  into  the  country,  and  protection  of  all 
persons  thus  permitted ;  and  also  communicate  your  doing  hereon  to 
the  selectmen  of  Boston,  with  all  possible  despatch,  that  our  friends 
may  not  be  detained  any  longer  :  and  also,  that  you  give  directions  to 
your  olTicers  carefully  to  execute  the  resolves  of  Congress,  in  all  mat- 
ters in  which  they  are  to  act,  without  any  levity,  or  indecency  of  ex- 
pression or  behavior.  v,^ 
To  the  Hon.  Artemas  Ward,  Esq.  : 

P.  S. — The  pass  given  by  the  selectmen  must  be  in  strict  conform- 
ity to  the  resolve  of  Congress,  viz. :  that  the  bearer  is  sent  out,  to  put 
up  and  transport  into  the  town  of  Boston,  the  goods  and  effects  of 
such  persons  as  have  repaired  to  Boston,  there  to  take  up  their  resi- 
dence. 

On  a  petition  from  Charles,Glidden  and  others,  for  a  supply  of  pow- 
der, 6lc.  :  Ordered,  that  Doct.  Taylor  inform  said  Glidden,  now  in 
waiting,  that  this  Congress  would  gladly  comply  with  their  request,  did 
not  the  present  exigencies  of  the  colony  make  it  necessary  that  all 
their  stock  of  ammunition  be  retained  in  the  colony  magazine. 

The  committee  who  were  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  recommend- 
ing the  choice  of  delegates  for  a  new  Provincial  Congress,  reported 
the  following  :  which  was  read  and  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz.  : 

Whereas,  the  term  for  which  this  present  Congress  was  chosen,  ex- 
pires on  the  30th  instant,  and  the  exigencies  of  our  public  aflairs  ren- 
der it  absolutely  necessary,  for  the  safety  of  this  colony,  that  a  new 
Congress  be  elected  and  convened,  to  consider  of,  and  transact,  the 
public  affairs  thereof :  Resolved,  that  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby  recom- 
mended to  the  several  towns  and  districts  in  this  colony,  that  they  each 


a  liMr.ll 


196 


SECOND  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS. 


[May  5, 


of  them  do,  forthwith,  elect  and  depute  as  many  members  as  to  them 
shall  seem  necessary  and  expedient,  to  represent  them  in  a  Provincial 
Congress,  to  be  held  at  the  meeting-house  in  Watertown,  on  the  31st 
day  of  May  instant,  to  be  cliosen  by  such  only  as  are  qualified  by  law 
to  vote  for  representatives  in  the  general  assembly,  and  to  be  contin- 
ued by  adjournment,  as  they  shall  see  cause,  until  the  expiration 
of  six  months  from  their  being  first  convened  on  theSJst  of  this  instant 
May,  and  no  longer ;  and  consult,  deliberate  and  resolve  upon  such 
further  measures,  as,  under  God,  shall  be  effectual  to  save  this  people 
from  impending  ruin,  and  to  secure  those  inestimable  liberties  derived 
•to  us  from  our  ancestors,  and  which  it  is  our  duty  to  preserve  for  pos- 
terity. 

Ordered,  That  this  last  mentioned  resolve,  together  with  the  resolve 
passed  in  the  forenoon,  respecting  general  Gage's  precepts,  be  printed 
in  hand  bills  ;  and  that  Major  Fuller,  Capt.  Batchelder  and  Esquire 
Dix,  be  a  committee  to  get  the  same  printed,  and  dispersed  to  the  sev- 
eral towns  and  districts  in  this  colony. 

The  gentlemen  who  were  appointed  delegates  for.  this  colony  to  the 
colony  of  Connecticut,  reported,  that  they  had  attended  the  business 
to  which  they  were  appointed,  and  had  brought  a  letter  from  the 
speaker  of  the  Connecticut  assembly,  which  they  laid  before  this  Con- 
gress.i 

Resolved,  That  the  vote  which  passed  in  Congress  this  day,  respect- 
ing a  petition  made  by  Charles  Gliddcn  and  others,  for  powder  and 
ball,  be  reconsidered,  and  that  the  committee  of  supplies  be,  and  here- 
by are  |lMirected,j|  to  furnish  the  said  Charles  j|Glidden,|l  for  the  use 
of  the  subscribers  to  said  petitio4i,  one  half  barrel  of  powder,  and  such 
a  quantity  of  lead  as  will  be  proper  and  proportional  thereto. 

Resolved,  That  the  as^embly  of  Connecticut  be  supplied  with  the 
rules  and  regulations  which  have  been  recommended  to  be  observed 
by  the  army  now  raising  in  this  colony. 

a  ||from  day  to  day.j]  b  I|desired.|| 

(1)  Governor  Jon-.tthtm  Trumbull  replies  to  the  letter  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  from  Hartford, 
May  4,  1775,  in  behalf  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut : 

"  Your  letter  of  the  second  of  May  instant,"  he  writes,  "is  received.  You  need  not  fear  our 
firmness,  deliheration  and  unanimity,  to  pursue  the  measures  which  appear  best  for  our  common  de- 
fence and  safely,  and  in  no  degree  to  relux  our  vigilant  preparations  for  that  end, and  to  act  in  union 
and  concert  with  our  sister  colonics.  We  shall  be  c;uitii)us  of  trusting  promises  which  it  may  be 
in  the  power  of  any  one  to  evade.  We  hope  no  ill  consequences  «  ill  attend  our  embassy  to  gene- 
ral Gage.  We  should  be  glad  to  be  furnished  m  ith  the  evidence,  duly  authenticated,  concerning 
the  attack,  on  the  lyth  of  .April  last,  at  Lexington,  which  it  is  presumed  you  have  taken.  Although 
we  are  at  a  distance  from  the  most  distressing  scenes  before  your  eyes,  yet  we  are  most  sensibly 
affected  with  the  alarming  relations  of  them." 

The  letter  from  the  speaker  stated,  that  preparations  were  made  for  raising  an  army  of  fifteen 
hundred  men,  in  the  colony  of  Connecticut. 
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On  a  motion  made  by  Capt.  McCobb,  that  some  measures  might  be  ta- 
ken to  preserve  a  number  of  large  masts,  plank,  <S^c.,  now  lying  in  Kenne- 
beck  river,  and  to  prevent  their  being  carried  to  Halifax,  where  they 
might  be  Ifappropriatedjl  to  the  injury  of  this  country  :  Ordered,  that 
the  consideration  thereof  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  safety,  and 
that  Capt.  McCobb  be  desired  to  attend  the  said  committee,  and  give 
them  all  the  information  he  can  relative  thereto. 

A  resolution  of  the  committee  of  safety,  giving  it  as  their  opinion, 
that  government,  in  full  form,  ought  to  be  taken  up  immediately,  was 
read  :  whereupon,  Ordered,  that  the  consideration  of  tliis  matter  he 
referred  to  Tuesday  next,  at  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

||Then|l  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

[Saturday,]  May  6. 1775,  A.  M. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  H^suppliesjl  be,  and  they  are  here- 
by empowered,  to  procure  powder,  in  such  quantities  as  they  shall 
think  necessary,  not  only  at  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island,  but  at 
New  York,  or  any  other  colony  on  the  continent. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sawyer,  Capt.  Stone  and  Doct.  Taylor,  be  a 
committee  to  bring  in  a  resolve  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  two  olli- 
cers,  one  in  each  camp  of  the  colony  army,  whose  business  it  shall  be 
to  pass  muster  on  the  soldiers,  and  draw  for  them,  out  of  the  treasury, 
their  half  month's  pay. 

Ordered,  That  the  president.  Col.  Dexter,  Col.  Warren,  Doct.  Hol- 
ten  and  Mr.  Mills,  be  a  committee  to  take  [["underjl  consideration  the 
letter  received  yesterday  from  the  speaker  of  the  general  assembly  of 
Connecticut. 

A  form  of  a  pass,  and  resolve  thereon,  brought  in  by  Col.  Warren, 
was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz.  : 

To  THE  Guards  of  the  Colony  Army  : 
Pursuant  to  a  resolve  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  you  are  hereby 
ordered  to  permit  a  member  of  said  Congress, 

to  pass  and  repass,  with  his  company,  at  all  times. 

President  pro  tempore. 

May  1775. 

Resolved,  That  the  general  officer  of  the  army  of  this  colony  be, 
and  hereby  is  directed  "to  give  orders  to  his  officers,  to  pay  obedience 
to  all  permits  of  the  foregoing  form,  signed  by  the  president  of  this 
Congress. 

a  lioised.ll  b  Hsafety.H  C  Ointo.H 
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Jiesolved J  Thai  Col.  Dwight  proceed  with  the  letters  and  depositions 
as  ordered  by  this  Congress,  with  all  possible  speed,  to  Hartford,  there 
to  tarry,  if  at  his  discretion  he  thinks  necessary,  till  he  receives  an  an- 
swer to  said  letter,  and  a  copy  of  tlie  letter  sent  by  general  Gage  to 
the  assembly  at  Connecticut ;  and  to  inform  the  said  assembly  of  the 
alteration  made  by  this  Congress  in  the  pay  of  the  field  officers  of  the 
army  now  raising  in  this  colony. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Whiting,  Major  Fuller,  Col.  Thurston,  Doct. 
Taylor,  Col.  Field,  Doct.  Sawyer  and  Col.  Warren,  be  a  committee,  to 
bring  in  a  resolve  containing  a  reconsideration  of  the  resolve  passed 
yesterday,  respecting  the  choice  of  delegates  for  a  new  Congress, 
so  far  as  to  determine  what  towns  should  send  members,  and  how 
many  members  each  town  and  district  ought  to  send.  This  last  order 
reconsidered  :  whereupon,  Ordered,  that  Mr.  Rawson  of  Mendon,  Col. 
Gardner,  Mr.  Thurston,  Esquire  Davis  and  Mr.  Sawyer,  be  a  commit- 
tee to  take  into  consideration  an  equal  representation  of  this  colony, 
and  report  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Thurston,  Esquire  Dix  and  Mr.  Lothrop,  be  a 
committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  form  of  an  establishment  for 
the  train,  and  report  a  resolve  thereon. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  for  the  appointment 
of  muster  masters,  reported. 

Resolved,  That  three  o'clock  this  afternoon  be  assigned  for  choosing 
two  muster  masters,  and  that  they  be  chosen  by  ballot. 

Col.  Lincoln  brought  in  a  resolve,  empowering  the  committee  of 
supplies  to  import  military  stores  from  such  place,  and  in  such  H^H 
quantities  as  they  shall  judge  proper  :  which  was  read  and  accepted, 
and  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

Whereas,  in  the  course  of  the  present  disputes  with  Great  Britain, 
it  niay  be  necessary  to  import,  on  the  risque  of  the  colony,  many  kinds 
of  military  and  other  stores  : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  supplies  be,  and  they  hereby  are 
empowered  and  directed,  to  import,  or  cause  to  be  imported,  from  any 
place  whatever,  such  and  so  many  stores  aforesaid,  as  they  shall  judge 
necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  colony,  and  the  same  to  risk,  at  their 
discretion,  with  or  without  making  insurance  on  the  vessels  and  car- 
goes which  may  be  so  |lemployed,ll  sent  out,  or  imported. 

Ordered,  That  this  resolve  be  kept  an  absolute  and  entire  secret 
by  every  member  of  this  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  four  o'clock  this  afternoon  be  assigned  to  consider 
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if  any  method  can  be  taken  for  settling  the  appointment  of  the  field 
officers. 

IIThenll  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

[Afternoon  J 

The  order  of  the  day  [was]  read. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Dix,  Mr.  Gill  and  Doct.  Sawyer,  be  a  committee 
to  sort  and  count  the  votes  for  two  muster  masters. 

l|*The  committee  appointed  to  sort  and  count  the  votes  for  two  mus- 
ter masters, II  reported,  that  Gen.  John  Whitcomb  and  Col.  Benjamin 
Lincoln,  were  unanimously  chosen. 

The  report  of  tlie  committee  respecting  the  appointment  of  muster 
masters  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz.  : 

Resolved,  That  Gen.  John  Whitcomb  and  Col.  Benjamin  jlLincoln,!] 
be,  and  hereby  are  appointed  muster  masters  in  the  Massachusetts 
army,  whose  business  it  shall  be  to  pass  muster  on  every  soldier  that 
[shall]  be  enlisted  into  said  army,  and  by  no  means  to  accept  of  any 
but  such  as  are  able  bodied,  effective  men  ;  and  also  to  examine  if 
their  arms  and  accoutrements  are  in  proper  order :  and  said  muster 
masters  are  hereby  directed  and  empowered  to  receive  from  Henry 
Gardner,  Esq.,  receiver  general,  or  his  successor  in  office,  twenty 
shillings,  lawful  money,  for  each  and  every  non  commissioned  officer 
and  private  soldier  thus  mustered  and  sworn,  who  shall  appear  with 
their  arras  and  accoutrements  ;  and  shall  give  bonds  to  said  receiver 
general,  with  sufficient  surety,  for  such  monies  drawn  out  of  the  treas- 
ury ;  and  shall  forthwith  pay  out  said  sum  of  twenty  shillings,  as  ad- 
vance pay,  to  each  and  every  non  commissioned  officer  and  private 
soldier,  and  on  producing  receipts  from  them  to  said  receiver  general, 
said  bonds  shall  be  cancelled. 

Resolved,  That  the  consideration  of  the  pay  of  the  muster  masters 
be  referred  to  some  future  time. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Thurston  and  Mr.  Sawyer  be  a  committee  to 
apply  to  the  committee  of  safety  for  a  list  of  all  such  persons  to  whom 
they  have  given  encouragement  to  receive  commissions  as  field  officers 
of  the  army  now  raising  in  this  colony;  and  they  are  directed  to  in- 
quire of  said  committee  of  safety,  what  field  officers  they  expect  will 
be  most  likely  to  succeed  in  filling  up  their  regiments. 

Ordered,  That  Esquire  Rawson,  Mr.  Partridge,  Major  Brooks,  Mr. 
Webster,  Col.  Mosely,  Mr.  Bliss  and  Capt.  Stone  jjof  Oakham, H  be  a 
committee  to  inquire  what  number  of  province  arms  there  are  in  the 
province,  and  in  what  place;  and,  in  particular,  that  they  apply  to  the 
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committee  of  supplies,  to  know  what  number  of  fire  arms  they  have 
procured,  and  how  they  have  disposed  of  them. 

The  committee  who  were  appointed  to  consider  the  form  of  an  es- 
tablishment for  the  train,  reported  verbally,  that  the  pay  was  in  their 
opinion  reasonable,  but,  as  to  the  number  of  matrosses,  they  were  not 
proper  judges.  The  establishment  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows, 
viz. : 

An  establishment  for  the  company  of  the  train,  as  fixed  upon 
hy  the  committee  of  safety  : 

1  captain,  ....  ^6  IO5  per  month. 

2  lieutenants,  each,  .  .  .  .  4  10  " 
1  lieutenant  fire  worker,  .  .  .  3  10  " 
4  Serjeants,  each,  .  .  ,  .  2  10  " 
4  corporals,  each,           .          .          .  2  6" 

32  matrosses,  each,      .          .          .  .23" 
1  drummer,         .          .          .          .  2  6" 

1  fifer,  2  6" 

46  men,  officers  included,  in  each  company  of  matrosses ;  a  blanket 
and  coat,  as  for  the  rest  of  the  army. 

William  Cooper,  Secretary. 

llThe  Congress  thenjl  adjourned  to  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Sdkdat,  May  7, 1775,  A.  M. 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  supplies  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
empowered  and  directed,  to  procure  at  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island, 
New  York,  or  any  other  colony  on  the  continent,  such  a  number  of 
fire  arms  and  bayonets,  for  the  use  of  this  colony,  as  they  shall  think 
necessary. 

The  committee  appointed  to  make  application  to  the  committee  of 
supplies,  to  know  what  number  of  fire  arms  they  had  procured,  report- 
ed verbally,  that  they  had  not  procured  any. 

On- an  application  made  to  this  Congress,  by  Capt.  Benjamin  Dun- 
ning, of  Harpswell,  for  powder,  this  Congress  passed  the  following  re- 
solve, viz. : 

Whereas,  the  district  of  rfarpswell,  in  the  county  of  Cumberland, 
'  lies  exposed  to  the  ravages  of  the  enemies,  and  is  unprovided  with  a 
supply  of  powder  :  therefore,  Resolved,  that  it  be  recommended.  Hand 
it  is  hereby  accordingly  recommended,  |1  to  the  selectmen  of  the  town 
of  Haverhill,  that  they  deliver  to  Capt  Nehemiah  Curtis  and  Mr.  Ben- 
jamin Dunning,  for  the  use  of  the  said  district  of  Harpswell,  one  half 
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barrel  of  powder,  they  paying  for  the  same  :  which  shall  be  replaced, 
if  needed,  as  soon  as  the  colony  magazine  can  be  supplied. 
Adjourned  to  twelve  o'clock  this  day. 

(Noon.] 

Met  at  twelve  o'clock,  and  adjourned  to  four  o'clock,  P.  M. 

[Afternoon.] 

Met  at  four  o'clock,  and  adjourned  to  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock, 

Monday,  INIay  8, 1775,  A.  31. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lothrop,  Mr.  Partridge,  Mr.  Mills,  Mr.  Whiting, 
Capt.  Stone,  Col.  Howe,  Col.  Mandell,  Col.  Mosely,  Col.  H^Piercejl 
and  Col.  Thurston,  be  a  committee  to  transcribe  the  narrative  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  king's  troops,  on  the  19tli  ult.,  together  with  depo- 
sitions thereof  accompanying,  to  be  transmitted  to  .Mr.  Thomas  for 
immediate  publication. 

A  letter  from  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  no})kin- 
ton,  was  read  :  whereupon,  Ordered,  that  Doct.  Church,  Col.  Fosit'r 
and  Deacon  Rawson,  be  a  committee  to  prepare  an  answer  to  the  se- 
lectmen of  that  town,  giving  the  opinion  of  the  Congress  on  the  sub- 
ject thereof 

The  form  of  an  oath,  to  be  administered  to  the  officers  and  private 
soldiers  of  the  army  now  raising  |l'*in||  this  colony,  was  read  and  ac- 
cepted, and  is  as  follows,  viz.  : 

Resolved,  That  all  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Massachusetts  army 
now  raising  for  the  defence  and  security  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
this  and  our  sister  colonies  in  America,  shall  each  and  every  of  them, 
excepting  only  the  general  officers,  repeat  and  take  the  following  oath, 
viz.  : 

I,  A.  B.,  swear,  I  will  truly  and  faithfully  serve  in  the  Massachusetts 
army,  to  which  I  belong,  for  the  defence  and  security  of  the  estates, 
lives  and  liberties  of  the  good  people  of  this  and  the  sister  colonies  in 
America,  in  opposition  to  ministerial  tyranny,  by  which  they  are  or 
may  be  oppressed,  and  to  all  other  enemies  and  opposers  whatsoever; 
that  I  will  adhere  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  said  army  ;  observe 
and  obey  the  generals  and  other  officers  set  over  me :  and  disclose  and 
make  known  to  said  officers  all  traitorous  conspiracies,  attempts  and 
designs  whatsoever,  which  I  shall  know  to  be  made  against  said  army, 
or  any  of  the  English  American  colonies.    So  help  me  God. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Warren,  Col.  Gerrish  and  Col.  Foster,  be  a 
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committee  to  prepare  the  form  of  an  oath  to  be  administered  to  the 
general  officers. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Warren,  Esquire  Dix  and  Col.  Foster,  be  a 
committee  to  draw  up  a  resolve,  recommending  to  the  committees  of 
correspondence  of  the  several  towns  and  districts  in  this  colony,  and 
to  the  selectmen  of  towns  and  districts  who  have  no  such  committees, 
to  take  effectual  care  to  |pdisarm||  all  such  persons,  in  their  respective 
towns,  who  will  not  give  them  an  assurance  of  their  good  intentions 
and  regard  to  the  interest  of  this  country ;  and  also  to  recommend  to 
the  people  of  this  colony  to  take  effectual  measures  to  oblige  all  who 
are  liable  by  law  to  appear  in  arms  in  the  militia,  to  appear,  when 
properly  called  upon  by  their  officers. 

Resolved,  That  the  muster  masters  be,  and  hereby  are  empowered 
and  directed,  to  administer  the  oath  to  the  officers  and  private  soldiers 
of  the  army  now  raising  in  this  colony,  agreeably  to  the  form  pre- 
scribed by  this  Congress. 

The  committee  who  were  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to  the  select- 
men of  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  reported  the  following,  which  was 
read  and  accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  dated,  signed,  and  delivered  to 
the  messenger  in  waiting  : 

"  Gentlemen  : — Your  favor  of  the  7th  instant  was  duly  considered 
in  Congress.  We  cannot  but  regret  that  any  persons,  who  have  here- 
tofore evidenced  their  attachment  to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  their 
country,  should,  in  this  day  of  trial  and  hazard,  be  so  far  influenced 
by  an  inordinate  attachment  to  their  personal  safety,  or  the  security  of 
their  property,  as  to  desert  the  common  interest,  and  basely  refuse  to 
contribute  of  their  wealth,  or  assist,  personally,  in  that  struggle,  which 
they  are  conscientiously  led  to  approve.  Nevertheless,  gentlemen, 
such  is  the  peculiar  delicacy  of  our  situation,  that  true  policy  suggests 
we  should  act  with  extreme  caution  respecting  these  fugitives.  A  vio- 
lation of  the  natural  right  of  an  individual  to  remove  his  person  and 
effects  wherever  he  pleases,  Ijwe  apprehend  |i  would  ill  become  those 
who  are  contending  for  the  unalienable  right  of  every  man  to  his  own 
property,  and  to  dispose  of  it  as  he  pleases.  We  would  likewise  sug- 
gest, that,  should  we  restrain  any  inhabitant  from  conveying  his  goods 
to  Philadelphia,  our  brethren  there  might  justly  arraign  us  of  selfish- 
ness in  such  a  transaction,  and  it  would  evidence  such  a  distinction  of 
interests  in  the  two  colonies,  as  might  have  a  tendency  to  disunite  us, 
at  a  time  when  the  safety  of  the  whole  must  ultimately  depend  upon 
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the  firmest  confederacy.  We  are  ||thoroughly||  aware  of  the  mischiefs 
too  general  a  removal  might  produce  ;  but  we  have  so  much  confi- 
dence in  the  disinterested  virtue  of  our  countrymen,  as  to  indulge 
hopes  that  Mr.  Barrett'.s  example  will  not  become  infectious.  We 
highly  approve  the  steady  patriotism  and  manly  jealousy  of  our  breth- 
ren in  Hopkinton,  and  are,  with  much  esteem, 

Gentlemen,  yours,  &.c. 

Ordered^  That  the  president  pro  tempore,  Doct.  Church,  Doct.  Tay- 
lor, Doct.  Holten  and  Doct.  Dunsmore,  be  a  committee  to  examine 
such  persons  as  are,  or  may  be,  recommended  for  surgeons  for  the 
army  now  forming  in  this  colony. 

Resolved,  That  the  persons  recommended  by  the  commanding  offi- 
cers of  the  several  regiments,  be  appointed  as  surgeons  to  their  respec- 
tive regiments,  provided  they  appear  to  be  duly  qualified  upon  examin- 
ation. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  correspondence,  in  Portsmouth,  was 
received  by  a  messenger,  express.  The  messenger  was  admitted  on 
the  floor. 1 

Ordered,  That  said  letter  be  committed,  for  an  answer,  to  Doct. 
Church,  the  president  and  Capt.  Foster. 

A  letter  from  Gen.  Ward  was  read ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Danielson,  Doct.  Church,  Col.  Foster,  Mr. 
Bliss  and  Mr.  Rawson,  be  a  committee  to  take  the  subject  thereof  into 
consideration,  and  report. 

Leave  of  absence  was  IPgiven]]  to  Mr.  Partridge. 

The  committee  on  the  letter  from  Portsmouth,  in  New  Hampshire, 
reported  the  following  answer,  which  was  read  and  accepted,  and  or- 
dered to  be  copied  and  sent  : 

a  ||granted.|| 

(I)  The  letter  was  addressed  to  the  president  of  Congress,  and  is  as  follows  : 

PORTSMOUTH,  May  6,  1775. 
'  SIR: — We  hare  received  intellisence,  that  Mr.  Edward  Parry,  of  this  town,  together  with  Mr. 
John  Barnard  and  Mr.  Wilson,  are  now  confined  in  irons,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln  ;  for  what  caui« 
we  have  not  been  able  to  explore. 

But,  from  the  past  conduct  of  Mr.  Parry,  in  this  town,  we  are  convinced  he  never  merited  tuch 
treatment;  and,  that  it  cannot  but  meet  with  the  disapprobation  of  your  Congress,  which  bav« 
constantly  manifested,  in  all  their  proceedin«rs,  a  contrary  temper. 

We  trust  the  Congress  will  exert  their  influence  to  procure  the  immediate  release  of  that  f*n- 
tleman,  and  wish  that  humanity  and  candor  may  distinguish  all  our  noble  aUugglei  in  the  c*u»€  of 
liberty. 

By  order  of  the  committee. 

I  am  your  mo«t  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  WHIPPLE. 
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Gentlemen  : — -The  Congress  have  considered  the  subject  of  your 
express;  ace  surprised  that  a  gentleman,  of  tlie  character  you  have 
mentioned,  should  have  suc^  just  reason  to  complain  of  unmerited  se- 
verity, from  any  of  our  brethren  in  this  colony.  From  a  regard  to 
justice,  as  well  as  to  your  reconnuendation,  gentlemen,  we  shall  not 
fail  to  make  immediate  inquiry  into  this  transaction  ;  and  if  any  out- 
rage has  been  offered  to  innocent  persons,  the  perpetrators,  you  may 
be  assured,  will  be  properly  censuied,  and  the  sufferers  meet  with  all 
that  redress  which  it  may  be  in  the  power  of  this  Congress  to  obtain. 
Be  assured,  gentlemen,  we  shall  be  studious  to  maintain  that  character 
for  humanity,  which,  we  would  wish,  may  ever  be  the  characteristic 
of  Americans  ;  and  [we]  cannot  but  npplaud  those  generous  and  be- 
nevolent sentiments,  which  inHuenced  you  in  your  application. 

We  are,  &>c. 

The  committee  who  were  appointed  to  prepare  the  form  of  an  oath, 
to  be  taken  by  the  general  oilicors.  reported  :  the  consideration  where- 
of was  referred  to  some  l\uure  tiuie. 

Ordered^  That  Col.  Mosely  and  Major  Bliss  be,  and  are  hereby  em- 
powered and  directed,  to  collect  all  the  province  arms  which  are  in 
the  county  of  Hampshire;  and  that  Doct.  William  Whiting  be  em- 
powered and  directed  to  collect  all  the  province  arms  which  are  in  the 
county  of  Berkshire. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

[Aficriioon] 

Resolved,  That  Capt.  Trucinan  Wheeler,  of  Great  Barrington,  be 
desired  to  assist  Doct.  Whiting  in  collecting  the  province  arms  which 
are  in  the  county  of  Berkshire. 

Mr.  Sawyer  informed  the  Congress,  that  Gen.  [John]  Whitcomb, 
on  account  of  his  various  avocations,  could  not  acccept  of  the  office 
of  muster  master  to  which  he  had  been  appointed.  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will  now  proceed  to  the  choice  of 
another  person,  by  ballot,  in  his  room ;  and  that  Mr,  Sawyer,  Esquire 
Dlx  and  Major  Fuller,  be  a  committee  to  sort  and  count  the  votes. 

On  a  motion  made,  Resolved,  that  this  last  resolve  be  reconsider- 
ed, and  that  to-morrow  morning,  eleven  o'clock,  be  assigned  for  the 
choice  of  a  muster  master,  in  the  room  of  Gen.  [John]  Whitcomb,  who 
declines  that  trust. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Bliss,  Deacon  Whitney  and  Col.  Patterson,  be 
a  committee  to  give  notice  to  such  members  of  this  Congress  as  are 
now  at  Cambridge  and  Roxbury,  and  other  absent  members  whom 
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they  can  notify,  that  a  matter  of  the  greatest  importance  is  to  be  taken 
into  consideration,  at  tliree  o'clock,  to-morrow  afternoon,  and  to  direct 
their  attendance  at  that  time. 

The  committee  who  were  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  recom- 
mending the  disarming  certain  persons  in  the  colony,  reported  ;  which 
report  was  read,  amended  and  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

"  Whereas,  there  are  divers  persons  now  in  this  colony,  who  have, 
by  their  conduct,  discovered  themselves  to  be  enemies  to  the  rights  of 
mankind,  and  the  interest  of  America  ;  and  whereas,  our  very  peculiar 
situation  renders  it  absolutely  necessary,  not  only  to  discriminate 
them  from  those  who  have  shewn  a  disposition  to  be  friendly  to  their 
country,  but  ||^likewisell  to  put  it  out  of  their  power  to  join  with  the 
open  and  avowed  enemies  of  America,  in  their  endeavors  to  Ijinjure, 
and II  subjugate  their  countrymen  to  the  full  operations  of  the  tyranni- 
cal system  of  the  British  administration,  and  the  ruin  and  destruction 
concerted  by  the  British  parliament  against  the  secolonies  :  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is  recommended,  to  the  several 
committees  of  correspondence,  in  the  several  towns  and  di.^tricts 
where  such  committees  ||^have  been  appointed, ||  and  to  the  selectmen 
of  such  towns  and  districts  as  have  not  appointed  them,  to  inquire 
into  the  principles  and  conduct  of  such  suspected  persons,  and  that 
they  cause  all  such  to  be  disarmed,  who  do  not  give  them  full  and  am- 
ple assurances,  in  which  they  can  with  safety  confide,  of  their  readi- 
ness to  join  their  countrymen,  on  all  occasions,  in  defence  of  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  America ;  and  likewise,  that  they  take  effectual 
steps  to  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  such  persons  to  obstruct,  by  any 
means  whatever,  the  measure's  which  shall  be  taken  for  the  common 
defence;  and  it  is  also  hereby  recommended,  to  the  good  people  of  this 
colony,  that  they  take  effectual  care  to  secure  obedience  to  the  several 
resolves  of  Confjress  for  the  reirulation  of  the  militia,  and  cause  a  due 
regard  to  be  paid  to  the  orders  of  the  several  military  officers,  who 
have  been  elected  by  the  suffrages  of  the  several  companies  and  regi- 
ments, agreeably  to  the  resolves  of  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Fuller,  Doct.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Webster,  be  a 
committee  to  get  the  resolve  last  mentioned  printed,  and  dispersed 
through  the  several  towns  and  districts  in  this  coloiiy. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  who  were  appointed  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  subject  matter  of  the  letter  from  Gen.  Ward,  now  send  a 
written  message,  by  the  messenger  in  waiting,  to  the  general,  inform- 


IM30.il 


b  llresidcll 


206 


SECOND  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS.        [May  8, 


ing  hiin  that  they  are  considering  the  same,  and  will  make  report  as 
soon  as  possible. 

Ordered^  That  said  committee  sit  forthwith. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Fisher  be  added  to  said  committee,  in  the  room 
of  Mr.  Bliss,  who  is  going  to  Cambridge  on  other  business  of  the  Con- 
gress. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lothrop,  Doct.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Webster,  be  a 
committee  to  bring  in  a  resolve,  recommending  to  the  inhabitants  of 
this  province  to  save  their  straw. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Mosely,  Esquire  Davis,  Col.  Walker,  Deacon 
Hovey,  Mr.  Lewis,  Capt.  McCobb  and  Major  Smith,  be  a  committee 
to  confer  with  the  committee  of  safety,  with  respect  to  settling  the  ap- 
pointment of  field  officers,  and  to  sit  forthwith. 

Mr.  Gerry,  by  leave  of  Congret^s,  brought  in  a  resolve,  empowering 
the  committee  of  supplies  to  furnish  commissaries  [[with  necessaries!! 
for  the  army,  (Soc,  which  was  recommitted. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  letter  from  Gen.  Ward, 
reported  an  answer  thereto,  which  was  amended  and  accepted,  and  is 
as  follows :  . 

Sir  : — This  Congress  received  your  letter  of  this  day,  and  the  com- 
plaint enclosed,  informing  that  several  persons,  falsely  pretending  to 
have  your  order  to  search  for  fire-arms,  have  committed  robbery  on 
private  property  ;  we  have  taken  the  matter  H^intoH  consideration,  and 
are  of  opinion  that  such  criminals  ought  to  meet  with  condign  punish- 
ment. The  persons  suspected  to  be  the  offenders  are  one  Saunders, 
Samuel  Mallows,  Jacob  Whittemore,  Edward  Bugby  and  Ebenezer 
Smith,  all  of  Roxbury,  with  two  other  persons  unknown.  Therefore, 
Sir,  you  are  directed  to  apprehend  the  abovesaid  persons,  by  a  number 
of  men  under  your  command,  and  cause  them  to  be  carried  before  the 
committee  of  safety,  who  are  hereby  empowered  and  directed  to  exam- 
ine them  touching  their  offence,  and  search  for,  and,  if  possible,  to 
find  the  goods,  and  direct  that  they  are  immediately  replaced  from 
whence  they  were  taken.  And  if,  on  examination,  the  said  persons 
are  found  guilty  of  the  said  robbery,  the  committee  of  safety  are  here- 
by directed  to  imprison  them  till  the  further  order  of  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  just  now  appointed  to  confer  with  the 
committee  of  safety,  respecting  the  appointment  of  field  officers,  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  army  at  Cambridge  and  Rox- 
bury, and  if  they  find  the  numbers  i|thereof  i|  reduced,  as  is  reported  to 
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this  Congress,  that  they  advise  the  committee  of  safety  to  send  out 
immediately  for  reenforcements. 

Resolved^  That  the  consideration  of  the  expediency  of  assuming 
government,  which  was  to  have  been  entered  upon  to-morrow  after- 
noon, be  postponed  to  Friday  next,  at  three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  that 
the  committee  who  were  just  now  appointed  to  confer  with  the  com- 
mittee of  safety,  be  directed  to  give  notice  hereof  to  the  several  mem- 
bers of  this  Congress  who  are  now  at  Cambridge  and  Roxbury, 

||Then||  adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

[Tuesday,]  INIay  9,  1775,  A.  INL 
Resolved  J  That  the  receiver  general  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed, 

to  give  public  notice  of  the  resolve,  lately  passed  by  this  Congress,  for 

borrowing  money  on  the  credit  of  the  colony,  and  assign  certain  time 

and  place  when  he  will  attend  that  business. 

The  Congress  granted  permission  to  Col.  Trumbull,  to  have  a  copy 

of  the  resolve  of  this  Congress,  relative  to  the  ["inhabitants]  moving  out 

of  Boston. 

Henry  Gardner,  Esq.,  receiver  general,  requested  that  this  Congress 
would  excuse  him  from  serving  any  longer  in  that  office;  the  consid- 
eration thereof  was  ordered  to  subside  for  the  present. 

Mr.  Gerry  brought  in  again  a  resolve  respecting  the  supply  of  the 
soldiers,  which  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz.  : 

Whereas,  it  hath  frequently  happened,  that  sutlers,  whilst  permitted 
to  supply  soldiers  in  the  service  of  this  colony,  have  vended  their 
goods  at  extravagant  rates,  and.  thereby,  in  a  great  measure,  deprived 
the  families  of  such  soldiers  of  the  benefit  of  their  wages ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  supplies  be,  and  they  hereby  are 
directed  and  empowered,  to  purchase  and  supply  the  commissary,  for 
the  time  being,  with  such  goods,  wares  and  merchandize  as  they  shall, 
at  any  time,  judge  necessary  for  supplying  the  colony  forces,  and  to 
draw  on  the  public  treasury  therefor.  And  the  commissary  aforesaid, 
as  al»o  his  deputies,  who  shall  be  accountable  to  him,  are  hereby  di- 
rected and  empowered  to  supply,  at  the  first  cost,  the  soldiers  who 
shall  belong  to  the  regiments  in  which  they  shall  be  stationed,  with 
such  articles  as  their  respective  captains  shall,  at  any  time,  order ;  and 
to  keep  and  render  to  the  captains  aforesaid,  true  and  exact  accounts 
thereof,  any  time  before  the  making  up  of  the  muster  rolls.  And  the 
said  captains  are  hereby  directed  to  give  orders  for  such  articles  only 
as  they  judge  Hrequisite  andjj  necessary  for  their  respective  soldiers, 
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not  exceeding  one  half  of  the  wages  that  shall,  at  any  time,  be  due  to 
them,  and  to  cause  the  same  to  be  deducted  from  their  w  ages,  on 
making  up  the  muster  rolls. 

Ordered,  That  Doct.  Church,  the  president.  Col.  Dexter,  Col.  War- 
ren and  Mr.  Gerry,  be  a  committee  to  prepare  a  spirited  application  to 
general  Gage,  respecting  his  treatment  of  the  inhabitants  of  Boston. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  gentlemen  be  a  committee,  to  consider 
what  provision  shall  be  made  for  furnishing  such  enlisted  soldiers,  as 
are  unprovided  with  fire  arms,  wiih  such  effective  fire  arms  as  are  ne- 
cessary for  them  to  carry  into  the  field. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Barrett,  Doct.  Ilolten  and  Col.  Danielson,  be  a 
committee  to  take  into  consideration  a  printed  false  account  of  the 
late  excursion  of  the  king's  troops  to  Concord. 

The  order  of  the  day  [was]  moved  for. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Farley,  Doct.  Ilolten  and  Col.  Danielson,  be  a 
committee  to  sort  and  count  the  votes  for  a  muster  master. 

The  committee  appointed  to  sort  and  count  the  votes  for  a  muster 
master,  in  the  room  of  Col.  John  Whitcomb,  who  declined  accepting 
that  trust,  reported,  that  Col.  Asa  Whitcomb  was  chosen. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
take  into  consideration  the  ex})ediency  of  restraining  the  people  of  this 
colony  from  supplyin::  the  inhabitants  of  Boston  with  provisions.  Af- 
ter debate,  the  question  was  put,  and  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

[Afternoon  ] 

On  a  motion  made,  that  the  resolve.passed  yesterday,  assigning  Fri- 
day next,  three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  for  the  consideration  of  the  expediency 
of  assuming  government,  [be  reconsidered,]  and  that  an  earlier  day  be 
assigned  for  that  purpose.  The  question  was  put,  and  it  passed  in  the 
negative. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Pickering  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed 
to  take  into  consideration  an  equal  representation  of  this  colony,  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Rawson,  absent. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sawyer,  Col.  Foster  and  Mr.  Dix,  be  a  commit- 
tee to  take  into  consideration  the  expediency  of  establishing  post  offi- 
ces and  riders  in  this  colony. 

The  committee  who  were  appointed  to  prepare  a  remonstrance  to 
general  Gaore,  reported.  The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
till  the  farther  orders  of  this  Congress. 

The  same  committee,  agreeably  to  their  appointment,  reported  a  re- 
solve, relative  to  furnishing  those  enlisted  soldiers  with  fire  arms  who 
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are  unequipt  therewith  ;  which,  after  debate,  was  ordered  to  be  recom- 
mitted. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Stone  ||of  Framingham,||  be  added  to  the  com- 
mittee who  were  appointed  to  consider  of  some  measures  to  be  taken 
with  respect  to  the  county  records,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Brown,  of  Ab- 
ington,  now  absent. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  expediency  of  establishing 
post  offices  and  riders,  in  this  colony,  reported:  whereupon,  W'Ordcr- 
ed,\\  that  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  referred  to  to-morrow 
morning,  ten  o'clock. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  false  account  of  the  late 
excursion  of  the  king's  troops,  reported  ;  which  report  being  read, 
amended  and  completed,  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

Whereas,  a  printed  paper,  said  to  be  a  circumstantial  account  of  an 
attack,  which  happened  on  the  19th  of  April,  1775,  on  his  maje.<ity's 
troops,  by  a  number  of  the  people  of  the  province  of  the  Ma>sacliu- 
setts  Bay,  has  been  read  in  this  Corifrress,  which  contains,  among 
many  falsehoods,  the  following  paragraj)h,  viz.  : 

"  When  Capt.  Parsons  returned  with  the  three  companies  over  the 
bridge,  at  Concord,  they  observed  three  soldiers  on  the  ground,  one  of 
them  scalped,  his  head  much  mangled,  and  his  ears  cut  off,  though  not 
quite  dead." 

Resolved,  That  Col.  Barrett  be,  and  hereby  is  directed,  to  make 
strict  inquiry  of  the  persons  who  saw  the  three  soldiers  aforemention- 
ed lying  at  the  said  bridge,  and  also  of  those  who  buried  them,  and 
take  their  depositions,  that  so  the  truth  or  falsity  of  the  aforesaid  as- 
sertion may  be  ascertained. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  of  some  method  for  furnishing 
those  soldiers  with  jfire  arms,  who  are  not  therewith  equipt,  again  re- 
ported ;  the  report  was  read  ||and  accepted, jj  and  is  as  follows,  viz.  : 

Whereas,  a  few  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony,  who  are  enlisted 
into  its  service,  are  destitute  of  fire  arms,  bayonets,  and  other  accou- 
trements ; 

Resolved,  That  the  selectmen  of  the  several  towns  and  districts  in 
this  colony  be,  and  hereby  are,  directed  and  empowered  to  examine 
into  the  state  of  the  equipment  of  such  inhabitants  of  their  respective 
towns  and  districts  as  are,  or  may  be,  enlisted  into  the  service  of  this 
colony,  and  where  any  are  deficient  in  arms  or  accoutrements,  as  afore- 
said, it  is  recommended  to  the  selectmen  to  supply  them  out  of  the 
town  stock,  and  in  case  of  a  deficiency  there,  to  apply  to  such  inhabi- 
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tants  of  their  respective  towns  and  districts  as,  in  their  opinions,  can 
best  spire  their  arms  or  accoutrements,  and  to  borrow  or  purchase  the 
same  for  the  use  of  said  inhabitants  so  enlisted :  and  the  selectmen 
are  also  directed  to  take  a  hill  from  such  persons  as  shall  sell  their 
arms  and  accoutrements,  in  the  name  of  this  colony,  and  receipts  from 
the  soldiers  to  whom  they  shall  cause  them  to  be  delivered,  and  render 
the  same  to  the  committee  of  supplies  for  this  colony:  and  each  sol- 
dier, so  supplied,  shall  pay  for  the  use  of  such  arms  and  accoutrements, 
out  of  his  wages,  the  sum  of  six  shillinirs :  and  if  he  does  not  return 
the  said  arms  and  accoutrements,  there  shall  be  deducted  from  his 
wages,  at  the  time  of  making  up  the  muster  roll,  the  full  value  of  said 
arms  and  accoutrements,  as  appraised  by  the  selectmen,  at  the  time  of 
borrovvincr  or  purchasing  the  same ;  and  it  is  strongly  recommended  to 
such  inhabitants  of  the  colony  as  the  selectmen,  as  aforesaid,  shall  ap- 
ply to  for  arms  or  accoutrements,  that  they  supply  the  colony  with  the 
same.  And,  as  many  arms  in  this  colony  which  are  now  useless  may, 
by  small  repairs,  be  rendered  fit  for  service.  Resolved,  that  a  sufficient 
number  of  armourers,  not  exceeding  twenty,  be  appointed  by  the  com- 
mittee of  safety,  to  mend  and  repair  such  arms  as  shall  be  brought  to 
them  by  the  soldiers  enlisted  into  the  Massachusetts  army. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Webster,  Major  Fuller  and  Mr.  Batchelder,  be 
a  committee  to  get  this  resolve  published  and  dispersed. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  jMay  10, 1775,  A.  M. 
Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  commit- 
tee of  safety,  upon  the  general  state  of  the  army,  be  directed  particu- 
larly to  confer  with  them  on  the  propriety  of  removing  the  whole  or 
part  of  the  cannon  and  stores,  now  at  Cambridge,  further  back  into 
the  country. 

Resolved,  That  the  general  officers  be,  and  are  hereby  directed, 
forthwith  to  call  in  all  the  soldiers  who  are  already  enlisted  in  the  ser- 
vice of  this  colony,  and  that  they  give  immediate  orders  to  all  the  en- 
listed soldiers,  and  all  others  now  in  the  camp  at  Cambridge  and  Rox- 
bury,  that  they  do  not  depart  till  the  further  orders  of  this  Congress. 

A  petition  from  the  committees  of  correspondence,  and  the  commit- 
tees of  inspection,  for  the  town  of  Pownalborough,  was  preferred  by 
Joseph  Tinkham  : 

Ordered,  That  this  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  resolve  passed  by  this  Congress  the  23d  ulti- 
mo, recommending  to  the  selectmen  of  the  several  towns  in  this  colo- 
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ny,  to  furnish  each  non  commissioned  officer  and  H'soldierU  with  a 
blanket,  be  fairly  copied  by  the  secretary,  and  ])rinted  in  a  hand  bill, 
and  sent  to  the  selectmen  of  the  several  towns  and  districts  in  the  col- 
ony. 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  from  Pownalborougli,  just  now  read,  be 
delivered  to  Mr.  Joseph  Tinkham,  agreeable  to  his  request. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lothrop,  Doct.  Taylor  and  Doct.  Holten,  be  a 
committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  proceedings  of  the  town  of 
Bristol,  presented  to  this  Congress  by  Mr.  Thomas  Bracket,  in  behalf 
of  said  town. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve,  recommending  to 
the  inhabitants  of  this  colony  to  save  their  straw,  reported ;  which  re- 
port was  read  and  accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  copied,  and  sent  to  the 
printer  of  the  Cambridge  newspaper,  and  to  the  printer  of  the  Wor- 
cester newspaper,  for  publication.    |plt|i  is  as  follows,  viz.  : 

Whereas,  it  will  be  indispensably  necessary  that  large  quantities  of 
straw  be  provided  for  the  use  of  the  army  now  forming  for  the  defence 
and  protection  of  this  colony ; 

Therefore,  Resolved,  and  it  is  hereby  strongly  recommended  to  all 
such  inhabitants  of  this  colony  as  have,  or  may  have,  of  that  article 
by  them,  that,  as  they  regard  the  lives  and  health  of  their  brethren, 
who  engage  in  the  service  abovesaid,  they  take  immediate  care  the 
same  be  preserved  for  the  purpose  above  mentioned. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Foster,  Mr.  Lothrop  and  Mr.  Pickering,  be  a 
committee  to  transcribe  the  depositions  taken  by  a  committee  of  this 
Congress,  of  the  proceedings  of  the  troops,  under  command  of  gene- 
ral Gage,  the  19th  ultimo,  and  that  they  transmit  them  to  Mr.  Hall,  at 
Cambridge,  to  be  published  in  a  pamphlet,  and  that  said  committee 
agree  with  him  for  the  expense  of  publication. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Barrett  attend  the  business  to  which  he  was  yes- 
day  appointed,  of  inquiring  into  the  truth  or  falsity  of  a  paragraph, 
taken  from  a  printed  account  of  the  action  of  the  king's  troops,  on 
the  19th  instant. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  some  measures  for  securing 
the  county  records,  reported  ;  the  report  was  read  and  accepted,  and 
is  as  follows,  viz. : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  for  each  county,  on  the 
12th  of  April  last,  be  instructed  to  take  proper  nieasures  for  securing 
the  records  of  their  several  counties  where  they  are  exposed. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  moved  for. 
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The  committee  appointed  to  consider  on  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing post  offices,  &-C.,  reported  ;  the  report  was  recommitted,  for 
the  purpose  of  settling  the  rates  of  postage,  and  taking  into  conside- 
ration some  method  of  establisliing  post  offices.  Mr.  Hall,  of  Med- 
ford,  and  Mr.  Cross,  were  added  to  the  committee ;  also  Mr.  Batchel- 
der,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Dix. 

Resolved^  That  the  resolve  for  accepting  the  establishment  for  the 
train,  which  passed  this  Congress  the  (3th  instant,  be  reconsidered,  and 
that  Col.  Mandell,  Capt.  Baker,  Doct.  Taylor,  Major  Perley  and  Col. 
Coffin,  be  a  conmiittee  to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  es- 
tablishing a  regiment  of  the  train,  and  that  they  sit  forthwith. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Warren,  Mr.  Gerry  and  Col.  Foster,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  take  into  consideration  a  resolve  of  the  committee  of  safety, 
recommending  to  this  Congress  to  establish  a  court  of  inquiry. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Ricluird  Gridley  be,  and  hereby  is  directed, 
forthwith  to  recommend  to  the  committee  of  safety,  for  officers  of  the 
train  of  artillery,  such  persons  as  he  thinks  are  qualified  for  that  ap- 
pointment. 

On  a  complaint  of  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Worcester,  against 
Samuel  Paine  and  William  Campbell,  prisoners  from  that  town.  Or- 
dered, that  said  prisoners  be  committed  to  the  care  of  Capt.  Brown,  or 
such  persons  as  he  shall  appoint,  to  be  kept  in  custody  till  the  fuither 
orders  of  this  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  transcribe  the  deposi- 
tions of  the  late  proceedings  of  the  king's  troops,  be  directed  to  pre- 
pare a  narrative  thereof,  as  an  introduction  to  the  said  depositions, 
which  are  ordered  to  be  printed.' 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

[Afternoon.] 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gill,  Col.  Warren,  Col.  Gerrish,  Mr.  Dix  and 
Doct.  Perkins,  be  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  complaint  made  by 
the  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Worcester,  against  Samuel  Paine  and 
William  Campbell,  and  report  to  this  Congress. 

The  consideration  of  the  remonstrance  to  o-eneral  Gaofe  was  re- 
sumed  :  and  [the  same  was]  accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  authenticated, 
and  sent  forward.    It  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

To  His  Excellency  Gen.  Gage: 
Sir  : — This  Congress  have  received  frequent  intelligence,  that  their 
brethren,  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Boston,  have  to  contend,  in 
their  removal  therefrom,  with  numerous  delays  and  embarrassments, 
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contrary  to  the  stipulation  proposed  and  agreed  to  between  your  excel- 
lency and  the  selectmen  of  that  town. 

We  think  it  our  duty  to  remonstrate  to  your  excellency,  that,  from 
the  papers  communicated  to  us  by  the  said  selectmen,  it  appeared,  that 
the  inhabitants  were  promised,  upon  surrendering  tlieir  arms,  that  they 
should  be  permitted  to  leave  the  town,  and  carry  with  them  their 
effects.  The  condition  was  immediately  complied  with,  on  the  part  of 
the  people;  since  which,  though  a  number  of  days  have  elapsed,  but  a 
very  small  proportion  of  the  inhabitants  have  been  allowed  to  take  the 
benefit  of  your  covenant. 

We  would  not  affront  your  excellency  by  the  most  distant  insinua- 
tion, that  you  intended  to  deceive  and  disarm  the  people,  by  a  cruel 
act  of  perfidy.  A  regard  to  your  own  character,  as  well  as  the  fatal 
consequences  which  will  necessarily  result  from  tlie  violation  of  your 
solemn  treaties,  must  l|"suggest||  sufficient  reasons,  to  deter  u  gentk'- 
man  of  your  rank  and  station  from  so  injurious  a  design.  But  your 
excellency  must  be  sensible,  that  a  delay  of  justice  is  a  denial  of  it, 
and  extremely  oppressive  to  the  people  now  held  in  duress. 

This  Congress,  though  not  the  original  party  in  the  treaty,  have 
taken  every-step  in  their  power  to  facilitate  the  measure,  and,  in  iho 
whole  of  their  conduct,  have  endeavored  to  evidence  a  disposition  to 
act  upon  the  principles  of  humanity  and  good  faith,  and  still  indulge 
hopes,  that  the  confidence  of  the  inhabitants  of  Iloston,  in  your  excel- 
lency's honor  and  faithfulness,  is  not  misplaced;  and  that,  notwith- 
standing any  disagreeable  occurrences,  naturally  resulting  from  tlie 
confused  state  of  the  colony,  which  this  Congress  have  discounte- 
nanced, and  endeavored  to  rectify,  your  excellency  will  no  longer  suf- 
fer your  treaty  with  a  distressed  people,  who  ought  by  no  means  to  be 
affected  thereby,  to  be  further  violated. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  expediency 
of  establishing  ||a  regimentjl      ^^^^  train,  reported. 
•  Part  of  the  establishment  reported  was  accepted  ;  the  consideration 
of  the  residue  was  referred  to  a  future  tiuie. 

Resolved,  That  the  resolve  which  this  Congress  passed  at  Concord, 
the  13th  ultimo,  directing  the  committee  of  safety  to  engage  a  suital)Ie 
number  of  persons,  for  forming  six  companies  of  the  train,  be  so  far 
reconsidered,  as  that  it  be,  and  hereby  is  JRrsolcrd,  that  the  committee 
of  safety  be  directed  to  engage  a  suitable  number  of  persons,  and  form 
ten  companies  of  the  train,  for  the  artillery  already  provided  by  this 
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colony,  to  enter  immediately  on  constant  discipline,  and  be  in  readi- 
ness to  enter  the  service  of  the  colony  ;  and  that  said  committee  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  empowered,  to  draw  on  the  public  treasury,  for 
said  companies,  a  suitable  consideration  for  their  services. 

The  petition  of  Timothy  Langdon^  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table  till  some  of  the  eastern  menjbers  should  be  present. 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  be  directed,  pursuant  to  a  request  of 
the  committee  of  safety,  to  furnish  them  with  copies  of  all  such  re- 
solves as  have  passed  the  Congress  in  any  ways  relative  to  the  duty  en- 
joined them. 

The  secretary  pro  tempore  represented  to  the  Congress,  that  the 
multiplicity  of  the  business  of  his  office  was  such,  as  made  it  necessa- 
ry that  he  should  have  some  assistance ;  whereupon.  Ordered,  that 
Capt.  Stone,  of  Oakham,  assist  him  in  that  service. 

The  committee  appointed  to  incjuire  into  the  state  of  the  army,  and 
to  settle  the  appointment  of  the  field  officers,  reported  a  letter  from 
head  quarters. 

The  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  complaint  of  the  se- 
lectmen of  the  town  of  "Worcester,  against  Samuel  Paine  and  William 
Campbell,  reported ;  which  report  was  accepted,  and  ordered  to  be 
transcribed,  and  delivered  to  Capt.  Jonas  Hubbard  and  Mr.  Edward 
Crafts,  who  exhibited  the  above  complaint,  together  with  a  printed  re- 
solve of  Congress,  lately  passed,  for  disarming  the  disaffected  inhabit- 
ants of  the  colony.    The  report  is  as  follows,  viz.  : 

The  committee  appointed  to  hear  the  con)plaints,  exhibited  by  the 
selectmen  of  Worcester,  again^^t  William  Campbell  and  Samuel  Paine, 
have  attended  that  service,  heard  tiie  parties,  and  beg  leave  to  report, 
that  we  find  the  charges  against  them  proved  by  depositions,  and  con- 
ceded by  them  ;  and  that  Williaui  Campbell  has  been  guilty  of  leaving 
the  town  of  Worcester  without  a  permit  from  the  selectmen,  contrary 
to  his  own  engagements  :  and  that  the  said  Samuel  Paine  has,  in  one 
instance,  propagated  reports  with  regard  to  our  Massachusetts  soldiers' 
rifling  the  house  of  Mr.  Bradish,  instead  of  the  regular  troops,  and 
that  those  which  were  quartered  in  the  colleges  were  lousy,  and  desert- 

(l)  This  petition  rrprpscnted,  that  tlie  coinmittf  o  of  (safi-ty,  formed  from  ten  towns  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Lincoln,  after  consultation,  came  to  tlie  (letermiii.ition,  tliat  the  kind's  masts,  in  the  dock  yard 
at  Georgetown,  siiouhi  not  lie  removed  or  titti-d  for  use,  and  received  assurances  from  Edward  Par- 
rv,  Esq.,  who  iiad  procured  the  tiinher,  that  it  should  reniuin  :  that  when  tlie  result  of  the  delihe- 
rations  of  the  committee  were  known,  Col.  ffaniuol  Thompson  of  Brunswick,  with  twenty  armed 
men,  seized  Mr.  Parry,  and  compeili  d  him  to  ?ive  l»onds,  with  the  penalty  of  £-2000,  to  abide  in  the 
town  until  the  pleasure  of  Congress  could  he  known,  and  exacted  money  for  the  refreshment  of  the 
captora  :  and  prayed  that  the  honds  might  be  cancelled,  and  Mr.  Parry  discharged  from  false  impris- 
onm«nt. 
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ed  in  great  numbers;  which,  however  indiscreet,  does  not  appear  to  us  to 
be  done  with  any  bad  design,  and  that  he  ought  to  be  dismissed  imme- 
diately ;  and  that  the  said  Campbell  may  be  returned  to  the  town  of 
Worcester,  to  be  dealt  with,  by  the  committee  of  correspondence  of 
that  town,  agreeably  to  a  resolve  of  this  Congress,  passed  the  Sth  in- 
stant. The  matter,  however,  we  think  not  important  enough  to  be 
brought  before  this  Congress. 

The  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Timothy  Langdon  was  again 
resumed,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  iMcCobb,  Mr.  Lewis  and  Doct.  Perkins,  be  a 
committee  to  take  under  consideration  the  several  applications  made 
to  this  Congress,  from  the  eastern  parts  of  the  province,  for  arms  and 
ammunition. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Thursday,  May  11,  1775,  i\,  ]\L 
The  petition  of  James  Cargill,  of  Newcastle,  committed  to  the  com- 
mittee who  were  appointed  to  consider  the  Useveraljl  applications  to 
this  Congress  for  ammunition,  &lc. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  several  ap- 
plications to  this  Congress  for  a  supply  of  ammunition,  <Soc.,  reported: 
the  report  was  recommitted,  and  the  committee  directed  to  inspect  the 
list  of  returns  of  the  town's  stock  of  powder,  &lc.,  that  it  may  be 
known  whether  this  Congress  can,  wdth  prudence,  recommend  to  any 
town  which  may  be  stocked  therewith,  to  supply  those  towns  which  are 
destitute. 

Adjourned  to  twelve  o'clock  this  day. 

[Noon  1 

The  Congress  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  H^accordingH  to  adjournment. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  several  applications  made 
to  this  Congress  for  ammunition,  and  to  inspect  the  list  of  returns, &c., 
reported.    The  report  was  read  and  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz.: 

Whereas,  the  towns  of  Falmouth  and  Arundel,  and  the  district  of 
Cape  Elizabeth,  being  sea  port  places,  and  much  exposed  to  the  rage 
of  our  enemies,  and  not  having  a  sufficient  quantity  of  gunpowder  to 
defend  themselves  in  case  of  any  long  attack  ;  and  the  town  of  Ando- 
ver  being  well  stocked  with  gunpowder,  and  not  so  much  exposed  ; 

Therefore,  7i^\>^oZtYf/,  and  it  is  hereby  recommended  to  the  selectmen  of 
the  town  of  Andover,that  they  deliver  to  Mr.  Joseph  McLellan,  of  Fal- 
mouth, two  half  barrels  of  gunpowder,  for  the  use  of  the  town  ot  Fal- 
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mouth,  in  the  county  of  Cumberland  ;  also  to  deliver  to  Mr.  Zebulon 
Trickey,  of  Cape  Elizabeth,  one  half  barrel  of  gunpowder,  for  the 
use  of  Cape  Elizabeth  :  also  to  deliver  to  Mr.  John  Hovey,  of  Arundel, 
two  half  barrels  of  gunpowder,  for  the  use  of  said  Arundel,  they  pay- 
ing them  for  said  powder,  which  shall  be  replaced,  if  needed,  as  soon 
as  the  colony  magazine  can  be  supplied. 

Whereas,  the  towns  of  Brunswick,  Pownalborough,  Bristol  and 
Newcastle,  being  sea  port  places,  in  the  eastern  parts  of  this  colony, 
and  much  exposed  to  the  rage  and  incursions  of  our  unnatural  ene- 
mies, and  not  having  a  sufficient  quantity  of  gunpowder  to  defend 
themselves,  in  case  of  any  attack  ;  and  the  towns  of  Marlborough, 
Sudbury  and  Framingham,  being  well  stocked  with  gunpowder,  and 
not  so  much  exposed ; 

Therefore,  Rcsolccd,  and  it  is  hereby  recommended  to  the  selectmen 
of  the  above  mentioned  several  towns,  that  they  deliver  as  follows,  viz. : 
the  selectmen  of  Sudbury,  one  half  barrel  of  gunpowder,  to  Nathaniel 
Larrabee,  for  the  use  of  Brunswick  :  the  selectmen  of  jNIarlborough, 
two  half  barrels  of  gunpowder,  one  to  Joseph  Tinkliam,  for  the  use  of 
Pownalborough,  the  other  to  Lieut.  John  Farley,  for  the  use  of  New- 
castle:  the  selectmen  of  Framingham,  one  half  barrel  of  gunpowder, 
to  Thomas  Bracket,  for  the  use  of  Bristol :  they  paying  them  for  said 
powder,  which  shall  be  replaced,  if  needed,  as  soon  as  the  colony  mag- 
azine can  be  supplied. 

Ordered,  That  each  person  now  in  waiting,  who  has  made  applica- 
tion to  this  Congress  for  powder,  be  served  with  a  copy  thereof. 

Information  being  made  to  this  Congress,  that  two  men  of  war,  with 
troops,  had  sailed  from  Boston  to  New  York,  with  a  design,  as  is  sup- 
posed, of  frustrating  a  design  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  colony  and 
Connecticut,  to  secure  the  arms  and  ammunition  now  in  the  fort  at 
New  York  ; 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gerry,  Col.  Warren  and  Col.  Lincoln,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  prepare  a  letter  to  the  committee  of  correspondence  of  New 
York,  informing  them  of  the  sailing  of  said  men  of  war,  and  inserting 
such  articles  therein  as  will  put  the  people  upon  their  guard  against 
any  attempt  that  may  be  made  against  them  by  said  ships. 

Ordered,  That  this  committee  prepare  said  letter,  and  forward  it 
forthwith,  without  waiting  to  report  to  this  Congress,  said  committee 
laying  before  this  Congress,  as  soon  as  may  be,  a  copy  of  said  letter. ^ 

Adjourned  to  four  o'clock,  P.  M. 

(1)  The  following'  letter  was  sent  to  the  committee  of  inspection  of  New  York,  subscribed  by 
Elhriilje  Gerry,  Jaiucs  \\'urren  ari  l  Benjamin  Lincoln  : 
"  GENTLEMEN  : — Wc  ore  directed  by  the  Conyres*  of  tliis  colony,  wlio  are  jii.at  informed  that 
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Met  at  four  o'clock,  according  to  adjournment. 
Adjourned  to  eight  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


[Afternoon.] 


Friday,  May  12,  1775,  A.  M. 


Moved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  recommending  to  the  selectmen  of  the  several  towns  in  the  colony, 
to  furnish  such  as  may  enlist  in  their  respective  towns,  with  necessa- 
ries for  their  march  to  head  quarters.    The  question  was  put,  and  it 


Ordered,  That  Capt.  Stone,  Col.  Warren  and  Mr.  Sullivtm,  be  a 
committee,  to  take  into  consideration  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  the 
Hon.  Enoch  Freeman,  Esq.,  of  Falmouth,  to  Samuel  Freeman.^ 


two  men  of  war,  the  Asi:i,  and  one  other  ship,  with  llirce  or  four  compfinir  s  of  lrof>p^  on  board, 
sailed  yesterday  from  Boston  for  your  place,  to  give  you  the  earliest  notico  thereof.  It  ic  HUpf>o(i<'ii 
that  thty  have  orders  to  secure  the  ammunition  and  military  stores  in  tlic  fort  of  your  city.  V*>ur 
noble  exertions  in  the  common  cause,  have  given  the  Congress  ronton  to  tliink,  timt  tim»  iy  infor- 
mation, relative  to  this  matter,  would  he  im[>ortant  to  you.  The  post  is  now  wjutin^',  which  pre- 
vents us  from  indulging  un  inclination  for  enlarging. 


(1)  The  extracts  which  follow  are  from  a  letter  of  Hon.  Enoch  Freeman,  dated  Falmouth,  May 
5,  1775,  prohahly  relating  to  the  suhjocts  presented  for  the  consideration  of  Cori:,'ress  : 

•*  We  have  lately  heard  that  the  Penobscot  Indians  are  highly  exasperated  at  Capt.  (Joldthwaite, 
for  autiering  the  tender  to  dismantle  the  fort  tlierc,  and  carrying  otf  the  powder :  and  truck  trade  is 
stopped,  as  we  are  im'brmed  ;  and  that  there  were  a  number  of  men  round  about  there,  going  to  take 
Goldthwaite,  for  delivering  up  the  fort,  into  their  custody,  but  what  they  intend  to  do  with  him  I 
dont  hear.  Perhaps  it  would  be  prudent  for  the  Congress  to  send  down  there,  and  secure  the  indi- 
ans  in  our  interest,  by  keeping  the  truck  trade  open,  .supplying  them  powder,  or  any  other  meUiod 
in  their  wisdom,  upon  mature  consideration  tlicy  may  think  best.    A  hint  on  this  head  is  enough." 

"The  selectmen  of  this  town  have  this  moment  agreed  with  one  Jabez  Matthews  and  one  David 
Dinsmore,  of  New  Gloucester,  to  go  over  to  Quebec,  to  make  discovery  whether  any  Canadians 
are  in  motion  to  come  on  our  back  settlements,  or  to  excite  the  Indians  to  do  it;  and  I  have  wrote 
to  Mr.  Remington  Holby,  of  Vassalborough,  to  procure  one  or  two  to  go  with  them,  as  hunters  ; 
and  they  are  charged  to  be  cautious  not  to  let  the  Canadians  have  reason  so  much  as  to  suspect 
their  busines?,  and  they  will  depend  on  your  endeavoring  to  get  the  Congress  to  order  them  adequate 
satisfaction  out  of  the  public  fund.  If  they  discover  any  evil  designs,  we  shall  be  glad  to  know  it, 
that  we  may  prepare  accordingly  for  our  defence.  If  they  find  there  is  no  design  upon  us,  it  will 
bo  a  great  satii*faction  to  this  eastern  country." 

**  I  rould  write  a  goo<l  deal  in  favor  of  sending  such  an  embassy,  but  as  my  time  is  almost  wholly 
taken  up  on  public  matters,  I  liave  little  time  to  spare." 

References,  in  the  journal,  to  original  papers,  too  often  lead  to  the  repetition  of  the  same  sod 
tale  of  loss  and  destruction.  The  letter  of  the  Hon.  Enoch  f'reeman,  mentioned  on  page  :i20, 
andoubledly  related  to  a  transaction  fully  detailed  in  the  following  communication  from  Gen.  Jedd- 
diah  Preble,  addressed  to  the  president  of  the  Provincial  Congress. 


"HONORED  SIR:— The  committee  of  correspondence  in  this  town,  bt-g  leave  to  inform  you, 
that  some  time  past,  we  received  advices  from  Georgetown,  that  Col.  Thompson  was  fitting  two  re»- 
sels  there,  with  design  to  attempt  the  taking  the  king's  ship  Canceaux,  stationed  in  diis  hs.tl>or, 
commanded  by  Capt.  Mowat,  a  gentleman,  whose  conduct  since  he  has  been  here,  Has  gjv^n  no 
ftounds  of  suspicion  he  had  any  design  to  distress  or  injure  us  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  he  hiU  *f- 


VVe  are,  respectfully,  gentlemen,  yours,  &;c." 


FALMOUTH,  May  14,  1775. 
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Ordered,  That  Capt.  Stone,  Col.  Warren  and  Mr.  Sullivan,  above 
mentioned,  be  a  committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  expediency 
of  taking  measures  for  raising  a  company  or  two  of  indians. 
.  Resolved,  That  to-morrow  moming,  at  ten  o'clock,  be,  and  is  now 
assigned,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  some  person  to  preach  a  sermon 
to  the  Congress,  on  the  31st  May  instant. 

Resolved,  That  all  persons  who  have  the  care  of  any  prisoners  de- 
tained at  Concord,  Lexington,  or  elsewhere,  be,  and  hereby  are  direct- 
ed, to  give  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gordon  free  access  to  them,  whenever  he  shall 
desire  it;  and  it  is  recommended  to  all  civil  magistrates,  and  others,  to 
be  aiding  and  assisting  him  in  examining,  and  taking  depositions  of 
them,  and  others,  without  exception. 

Ordered,  That  the  establishment  for  a  train  of  artillery  be  recom- 
mitted. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sullivan  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  for 
revising  the  [commissions  of  the]  committee  of  safety  and  committee 
of  supplies,  in  the  room  of  Doct.  Holten,  absent. 

forded  his  assistance  to  sundry  vcsseU  in  distres?.  As  we  thought  such  an  tittempt  liad  the  appear- 
ance of  laying  a  foundation  for  iht-  «lestru(  ti<)ii  of  this  town,  the  committee  of  correspondence  met, 
and  wrote  to  tlic  committee  of  corre>pon(!»  iice  at  Georgetown,  desiring  they  would  prevent  their 
coming ;  we  also  wrote  to  Col.  Tliompson,  desiring  liiiu  to  desist  from  such  an  attempt,  as  it  would 
throw  this  town  into  the  greatest  confusion  iinaginahlc  ;  we  sent  an  express,  and  received  his  an- 
swer that  he  had  dropped  tlie  design  of  coming.  But,  on  Moiuiay  night,  [May  10,]  he  landed  upwards 
of  sixty  men,  on  tiie  back  side  of  a  neck  of  land  joining  to  the  town,  who  came  there  in  a  number 
of  boats,  and  lay  undiscovered  till  about  the  middle  of  tlie  next  day  ;  at  which  time,  Capt.  Mowat, 
the  doctor  of  tlie  ship  and  pardon  Wiswall,  were  taking  a  walk  on  said  neck,  when  a  detachment  of 
Col.  Thompson's  party  rushed  from  llieir  concealment,  surrounded  the  gentlemen,  and  made  them 
prisoners,  and  conducted  them  to  the  colonel,  who  was  with  the  main  body,  on  the  back  side  of  the 
neck.  Capt.  Hog,  who  now  cointnaiuled  the  ship,  immediately  clapped  springs  on  his  cables,  she 
lying  within  musket  sliot  of  the  town,  and  swore  if  the  gentlemen  were  not  released  by  six 
o'clock,  he  would  fire  on  the  toun.  Me  tired  two  cannon,  and,  aliliough  there  was  no  shot  in  them, 
it  frightened  the  women  and  cliil<lren  to  sui  li  -x  d.-.-ri  e,  ihat  some  crawled  under  wharves,  some  ran 
down  cellar  and  some  out  of  town.  J^uch  a  shocking:  scene  was  never  before  presented  to  view 
here.  The  gentlemen  who  were  in  cu>toily,  were  conducted  to  a  public  house,  where  Capt.  Mow- 
at declared,  if  he  was  not  released,  it  would  be  the  destruction  of  the  town.  Every  gentleman  pres- 
ent used  his  utmost  endeavors  to  accommodate  the  matter.  Col.  Thompson  consented  that  a  com- 
mittee should  be  chosen,  consisting  of  otlicers  from  his  party  and  gentlemen  from  the  town,  to  con- 
sult in  what  manner  the  aflair  could  be  accommodated  ;  but,  as  it  was  late,  the  committee  chose 
to  defer  the  consideration  of  it  till  next  morning.  Capt.  Mowat  then  requested  he  might  go  on 
board  bis  ship  that  night,  and  he  would  pawn  his  word  and  honor  that  he  would  return  next  morn- 
ing, at  what  time  and  at  what  place  should  bo  upjiointed.  Col.  Thompson  consented,  provided  Col. 
Freeman  and  Brigadier  Preble  would  pass  their  words  that  the  several  gentlemen  should  return  ac- 
cording to  their  promises,  and  also  pawn  their  word  and  honor,  if  the  gentlemen  failed  of  coming, 
that  they  wouhi  deliver  themselves  up,  and  stand  by  the  consequences,  which  was  consented  to. 
Capt.  Mowat  not  coming  according  to  his  promise,  which  was  to  have  been  at  nine  o'clock  the  next 
moniing,  the  sponsors  appeared  according  to  promise,  and  were  confined.  Capt.  .Mowat  wrote  to 
them,  and  let  them  know  he  had  fully  determined  to  have  complied  with  his  promise,  but  he  had 
sent  his  man  ou  shore,  to  carry  some  dirty  linen  to  his  washing-woman,  and  to  bring  off  some  clean  : 
that  said  man  made  oath,  that  two  of  the  botly,  under  arms,  one  of  which  swore,  by  all  that  was 
•acred,  the  moment  he  come  on  shore  he  should  have  what  was  in  his  piece,  and  the  other,  that  he 
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Resolved,  That  the  several  committees  be  enjoined  to  sit,  and  that 
this  Congress  be  adjourned  to  this  afternoon,  three  o'clock. 

[Afternoon.] 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  measures  for  establisliing  post 
offices  and  post  |'t'riders,||  reported.  After  some  debate,  the  matter 
thereof  was  ordered  for  the  present  to  subside. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  moved  for. 

The  absent  members  were  ordered  to  be  called  in. 

It  was  then  Moved,  That  the  sense  of  the  Congress  be  taken  on  this 
question,  viz.  :  Whether  there  is  now  existing  in  this  colony  a  necessi- 
ty of  taking  up,  and  exercising  the  powers  of  civil  government,  in  all 
its  parts. 

After  some  debate,  it  was  Resolved,  that  this  Congress  will  now 
form  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  house,  for  consideration  of 
the  question  in  debate. 

The  committee  having  considered  thereon,  the  president,  on  a  mo- 
tion made,  [''resumed]  tlie  chair.  The  committee  then,  by  the  n<»ii.  Jo- 
seph Warren,  Esq.,  their  chairman,  reported,  that  a  committee  be 
raised,  for  the  purpose  of  reporting  to  the  Congress  an  application  to 
the  Continental  Congress,  for  obtaining  their  recommendation  for  this 
colony  to  take  up  and  exercise  civil  government,  as  soon  as  may  be, 
and  that  the  committee  be  directed  to  ground  the  application  on  the 
necessity  of  the  case  ;"  which  report  being  read,  was  accepted,  by  a 
very  large  majority  ;  whereupon,  Ordered,  that  the  president,  Doct. 

nhould  never  return  on  board  again  with  his  life  :  and  that  two  more  of  his  men  made  oath,  they 
heard  several  of  the  men  under  arms  say,  the  moment  lie  came  on  shore  they  would  have  his  life; 
this  was  what  he  wrote  to  plead  an  excuse  for  not  complying  with  his  promise.  Col,  Thompson 
told  the  two  gentlemen  under  confinement,  that  he  must  have  some  provisions  and  refreshments  for 
his  men,  which  they  procured,  to  the  amount  of  thirteen  or  fourteen  pounds,  lawful  money,  on 
which  they  were  dismissed.  About  ten  o'clock,  he  sent  an  account  to  them  tor  time  and  expense, 
amounting  to£15S  18s.  lawful  money,  and  gave  tliem  till  next  morning,  nine  o'clock,  to  return  an  an- 
•w«'r,  which  they  <!id  in  the  negative  ;  he  said  he  \^-oul<l  have  sutistaction  before  he  left  town.  He 
th.'n  iei/ed  all  the  goo<ls  he  could  find,  belonging  to  Capt.  Coulson  and  Will  iam  Tyng,  Esq  :  they 
»l.«o  cniried  ofT  one  boat  belonging  to  Conlson,  and  one  other  to  Capt.  Mowat ;  they  also  ohliged 
C«pl.  Pole  to  furnish  them  w  ith  some  provisions,  and  a  small  matter  of  cash  ;  they  also  brought 
otie  man  on  his  knees,  for  speaking  disrespectfully  of  the  colonel  and  his  men.  Col.  Thompson,  we 
doubt  not,  is  a  true  friend  to  his  country,  and  a  man  of  courage  and  resolve  ;  but  our  town  liet 
•o  much  exposed  to  the  navy  that,  had  he  succeeded  in  his  attempt,  which  there  was  not  the  least 
probability  of,  it  must  have  proved  the  destruction  of  this  town,  and  tiie  country  back,  who  arc  now 
in  the  greatest  distress  for  want  of  provisions.  We  have  only  relnted  phiin  f.icls,  that  the  honor- 
able members  of  the  Provincial  Congress  may  not  be  imposed  on  with  false  accounts,  to  whom  plea«e 
to  communicate  this  letter. 

We  are,  -w-ith  great  esteem,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant*, 

JEDEDIAH  PREBLE,  Ckairmnn.'* 
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Church,  Mr.  Gerry,  Col.  Warren,  Mr.  Sullivan,  Col.  Danielson  and 
Col.  Lincoln,  be  a  committee  to  prepare  an  application  agreeably  to 
said  report. 

A  letter  from  Col.  Quincy  Ijof  Braintree,l|  to  the  president,  was 
read  ;  whereupon.  Resolved,  that  Gen.  Ward  be,  and  hereby  is  direct- 
ed, to  order  four  respectable  officers  to  escort  the  president  of  this 
Congress  to  Col.  Quincy,  at  Braintree,  to-morrow  morning. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Fuller,  iMr.  Goodwin  and  Deacon  Whitney, 
be  a  committee  to  estimate  the  damages  done  at  Concord,  Lexington 
and  Cambridge,  by  the  king's  troops,  on  the  19th  ultimo,  so  far  as  re- 
spects private  property  only. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sullivan,  Doct.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Lewis,  be  a 
committee  to  take  into  consideration  a  letter  from  the  Hon.  Enoch 
Freeman,  Esq.,  dated  May  10,  1775,  to  his  son,  Mr.  Samuel  Freeman. ^ 

Resolved,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee who  were  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  respecting  the  estab- 
lishment of  post  offices  and  post  riders,  be  resumed  to-morrow  morn- 
ing, nine  o'clock. 

Resolved,  That  the  establishment  for  a  train  of  artillery,  which  has 
been  accepted  by  this  Congress,  he  reconsidered,  and  that  the  follow- 
ing report,  for  such  an  establishment,  be  accepted,  viz. : 

Resolved,  That  the  following  establishment  be  made  for  ten  compa- 
nies of  matrosses  : 


Captain,  ...... 

£Q 

10s. 

0 

per 

Captain  Lieutenant, 

5 

10 

0 

(( 

1st  Lieutenant,         .       .       .  . 

4 

10 

0 

<c 

Two  2d  Lieutenants,  each  . 

3 

12 

0 

(( 

Serjeants,  each         .       .       .  . 

2 

10 

0 

(( 

Corporals,  each    .       .       .  , 

.  2 

6 

0 

il 

6  Bombardiers,  each 

2 

4 

6 

t< 

6  Gunners,  each 

.  2 

4 

0 

(i 

32  Matrosses,  each   .       .       .  . 

2 

3 

0 

it 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning. 

eight  o'clock. 

[Saturday,]  IMay  13, 1775,  A.  M. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  petition  of  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Topsham,  in  the 
county  of  Lincoln,  respecting  their  being  supplied  with  powder,  [was] 
read,  and  Ordered,  that  the  same  be  committed  to  Capt.  McCobb,  Mr. 
Lewis  and  Doct.  Taylor. 


(1)  See  the  note  to  page  217  aMe.  The  letter  mentioned  in  the  text  b  not  on  the  files  of  Congress. 
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The  order  of  the  day,  respecting  the  further  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  respecting  the 
establishing  post  offices,  &oC.,  was  taken  up,  and  the  blanks  for  post 
masters  being  filled  up,  ordered  to  subside  till  the  report  on  the  letter 
from  Hon.  Enoch  Freeman,  Esq.  was  read. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  a  letter  from 
the  Hon.  Enoch  Freeman,  Esq.,  dated  May  10,  reported;  and  after  a 
long  debate  thereon,  [the  report]  was  ordered  to  be  recommitted  for 
amendment. 

3IovecI,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  count  and  sort  the  votes, 
for  a  committee,  to  be  chosen  by  ballot,  to  appoint  post  riders;  [the] 
time  assigned  for  that  purpose  [was]  voted  to  be  three  o'clock,  P.  JNI. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  moved  for,  to  choose  a  gentleman  to 
preach  the  sermon  on  the  31st  May. 

Moved,  That  a  committee  be  chosen  to  count  and  sort  the  votes. 
Col.  Warren,  Capt.  Jennison,  Major  Bliss,  were  chosen. 

The  committee  chosen  to  count  and  sort  the  votes,  reported  that  the 
Rev.  Doct.  Langdon  was  cliosen. 

Moved,  That  a  committee  of  three  persons  be  appointed,  to  wait  on 
the  Rev.  Doct.  Langdon,  and  acquaint  him  that  this  Congress  have 
made  choice  of  him  to  preach  a  sermon  to  the  Congress  of  this  colo- 
ny on  the  31st  instant  May,  and  desire  his  compliance  therewith.  Col. 
Gerrish,  Mr.  Pitts  and  Doct.  Sawyer,  were  chosen  accordingly. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  resolve  respecting  the  taking 
a  third  set  of  the  depositions  relative  to  the  battle  of  Lexington,  re- 
ported, and  [the  report]  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz.  : 

Resolved,  That  William  Reed,  William  Stickney,  Thadeus  Mason, 
Jonathan  Hastings,  Jonathan  Cummings,  Josiah  Johnson,  Duncan  In- 
graham,  Jonas  Dix  and  Simon  Tufts,  Esqs.,  be,  and  they  hereby  are 
required,  to  take  a  third  set  of  the  depositions  relative  to  the  battle  of 
Lexington,  similar  to  the  two  sets  already  by  them  taken  ;  and  they 
are  empowered  to  summon,  or  cause  to  be  summoned,  such  inhabit- 
ants of  this  colony  as  they  shall  think  proper,  to  attend  them,  at  any 
time  and  place  in  this  jpcounty,]]  which  they  shall  direct,  for  the  pur- 
poses mentioned ;  and  all  such  persons  as  shall  be  summoned  by  the 
justices  aforesaid,  are  hereby  directed  punctually  to  obey  their  sum- 
mons. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Pitts,  Mr.  Gill  and  Mr.  Sawyer,  be  a  committee 
to  take  into  consideration  a  letter  from  Mr.  John  Peck,  respecting  his 


a  ||country.|| 


222 


SECOND  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS.       [May  13, 


confinement,  to  the  selectmen  of  Boston,  and  the  said  selectmen's  let- 
ter to  this  Congress  on  the  same  subject. 

The  committee  reported  their  amendment  of  the  report  on  the  Hon. 
Enoch  Freeman's  letter  ;•  referred  to  the  afternoon. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

[Afternoon  ] 

||The  Congress  met  at  three  o'clock,  P.  31. |I 

The  report  of  the  committee  respecting  the  Hon.  Enoch  Freeman, 
Esq.'s  letter,  [was]  taken  up,  amended  and  [^accepted. ]i 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  petition  of  the  selectmen 
of  the  town  of  Topsham,  reported ;  the  report  was  accepted,  and  is  as 
follows,  viz. : 

Whereas,  the  town  of  Topsham  being  a  sea  port  place,  in  the  east- 
ern part  of  the  colony,  and  much  exposed  to  the  rage  and  excursions  of 
our  unnatural  enemies,  and  not  having  a  sufficient  quantity  of  gun- 
powder to  defend  themselves,  in  case  of  an  attack,  and  the  town  of 
Wrentham  beinor  well  stocked  therewith  : 

Therefoie,  Itcsolvcd,  and  it  is  hereby  recommended  to  the  select- 
men of  the  abovesaid  tow  n  of  Wrentham,  to  deliver  one  half  barrel  of 
gunpowder  to  Mr.  Prince  Rose,  for  the  use  of  the  town  of  Topsham, 
he  paying  them  for  said  powder,  which  shall  be  replaced,  if  needed,  as 
soon  as  the  colony  magazine  can  be  supplied. 

II^The  order  of  the  day  was  called  for  ,]]  and  Capt.  Jonathan  Brown, 
Jonas  Dix,  Esq.  and  Deacon  Cheevcr,  were  chosen  a  committee  to 
count  and  sort  the  votes  for  a  committee  to  establish  post  riders  ; 
which  committee  was  chosen ;  and  the  blanks  in  the  resolve  respecting 
post  offices,  being  filled  up  with  said  committees'  names,  the  resolve 
was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz.  : 

Jicsolvcd,  as  the  opinion  of  this  Congress,  that  post  riders  be  imme- 
diately established  to  go  from  Cambridge,  and  to  ride  the  following 
roads,  viz.  :  to  Georgetown  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  to  Haverhill,  to 
Providence,  to  Woodstock  by  Worcester,  and  from  Worcester  to  Great 
Barrington  by  Springfield,  and  to  Falmouth  in  the  county  of  Barn- 
stable, and  that  post  offices  be  kept  as  followeth,  viz. :  One  at  Cam- 
bridge ;  one  at  Salem  ;  one  at  Ipswich  ;  one  at  Haverhill ;  one  at  New- 
buryport;  one  at  H'Kennebunkjl  or  Welles  ;  one  at  Falmouth  in  the 
county  of  Cumberland;  one  at  Georgetown,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln; 
one  at  W^orcester  ;  one  at  Springfield  ;  one  at  Great  Barrington  ;  one 

a  [accepted,  an<i  is  as  follows :] 
b  \\Resolved,  That  the  onier  of  the  day,  on  t\m  subject  of  post  riders,  be  now  taken  up.|| 
c  (jKeniiebeck.ll 

(1)  The  report,  unfortunately  omitted  in  the  journal,  is  not  preserved  on  the  files. 
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at  Plymouth  ;  one  at  Sandwich ;  one  at  Falmouth,  in  the  county  of 
Barnstable. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved^  That  Mr.  James  Winthrop  be  appointed 
post  master  for  the  to\yn  of  Cambridge;  Mr.  Edward  |l"Norrisl|  for 
Salem;  Mr.  James  Foster  for  Ipswich;  Mr.  H^SimonH  Greenough  for 
Haverhill ;  Mr.  Bulkley  Emerson  for  Newburyport ;  Capt.  Nathaniel 
Kimball  for  Kennebunk  ;  Mr.  Samuel  Freeman  for  Falmouth,  in 
Cumberland ;  Mr.  John  Wood  for  Georgetown ;  Mr.  Isaiah  Thomas 
for  Worcester;  Mr.  Moses  Church  for  Springfield;  Doct.  William 
Whiting  for  Great  Harrington ;  Joseph  Nye,  3d.  for  Sandwich ; 
William  Watson,  Esq.  for  Plymouth  ;  and  Mr.  ^Moses  Swift  for  Fal- 
mouth, in  Barnstable  ;  and  that  Capt.  Jonathan  Brown,  Jonas  Dix, 
Esq.  and  David  Cheever,  Esq.,  be  a  committee  to  give  directions  for 
the  setting  of!  and  returning  of  the  posts  in  their  several  routes,  and  to 
appoint  the  number  of  riders,  and  agree  with  them,  and  to  agree  like- 
wise with  the  post  masters  for  their  service  ;  and  that  the  rates  of,  and 
duties  for  postage  of  letters,  &lc.,  be  as  follow,  viz.  :  for  any  distance 
not  exceeding  GO  miles,  5  1-4  pence;  upwards  of  (JO  miles,  and  not 
exceeding  100  miles,  S  pence  ;  upwards  of  100  miles,  and  not  exceed- 
ing 200, 10  1-2  pence  ;  upwards  of  200,  and  not  exceeding  300,  1  shil- 
ling 1  penny ;  upwards  of  300,  and  not  exceeding  400,  1  shilling  4 
pence;  upwards  of  400, and  not  exceeding  500,  1  shilling  G  1-2  pence  ; 
upwards  of  500,  and  not  exceeding  GOO,  1  shilling  9  pence ;  upwards 
of  600,  and  not  exceeding  700,  2  shillings ;  upwards  of  700,  and  not 
exceeding  800,  2  shillings  2  1-2  pence ;  upwards  of  800,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding 900,  2  shillings  5  pence  ;  upwards  of  900,  and  not  exceeding 
1000,  2  shillings  8  pence.  The  above  rates  to  be  paid  in  lawful  money 
of  this  colony. 

The  above  rates  are  for  the  postage  of  a  single  letter;  they  are  to 
be  doubled  for  all  double  letters;  trebled  for  all  treble  letters;  and  for 
every  ounce  weight,  four  times  as  much  to  be  charged  as  for  a  single 
letter ;  and  that  the  post  masters  be  accountable  to  the  aforenamed 
Committee  for  what  they  shall  receive ;  and  that  the  foregoing  rules 
and  orders  continue,  until  the  Continental  Congress,  or  the  congress, 
or  future  house  of  representatives  of  this  colony,  shall  make  some  fur- 
ther order  relative  to  the  same. 

The  committee  HappointedH  to  draw  a  resolve  respecting  a  court  of 
inquiry,  reported;  and  Ordered,  that  Monday,  three  o'clock  in  the  af- 
ternoon, be  assigned  for  taking  the  same  into  consideration. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

a  ||Morris.||  b  ||Simeon.Il 
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Sunday,  May  14, 1//5,  [A.  M.] 

Met,  and  adjourned  to  twelve  o'clock. 

[Noon.] 

At  twelve  o'clock  met,  and  adjourned  to  three  o'clock. 

[Afternoon.] 

At  three  o'clock  met  again. 

3Ioved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  apply  to  the  committee  of 
safety,  for  a  list  of  such  persons  as  they  have  given  enlisting  orders  to, 
that  this  Congress  may  commission  such  as  they  think  proper,  without 
delay. 

Resolved,  That  the  further  consideration  of  this  matter  be  referred 
to  to-morrow  morninjx,  nine  o'clock. 

[Monday,]  May  15, 1775,  A.  JM. 

Resolved,  Thvit  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  this  day,  be  assigned 
for  making  choice  of  two  persons,  members  of  this  Congress,  to  attend 
the  Provincial  Congress  of  Now  Hampshire,  on  Wednesday  next. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  moved  for,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  David  Cheever,  Esq.,  for  reasons  by  him  offered,  be 
excused  from  serving  in  the  business,  to  which  he  was  appointed,  by  a 
resolve  of  this  Congress,  j)asse(l  the  12th  instant,  for  establishing  post 
offices  and  post  riders  ;  and  that  Mr.  William  Greenleaf,  Joseph  Green- 
leaf,  Esq.  and  Mr.  John  Pitts,  be  added  to  the  committee  therein  ap- 
pointed. 

Resolved,  That  five  o'clock  this  afternoon  be  assitmed  for  the  choice 
of  a  person  to  serve  on  the  committee  of  supplies,  in  the  room  of  Col. 
Lee,  deceased. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  application  to 
the  Continental  Congress,  be  directed  to  insert  a  clause  therein,  desir- 
ing that  the  said  congress  would  take  some  measures  for  directing  and 
regulating  the  American  forces. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  introduction  to  the  deposi- 
tions ['relating  to]  the  late  alfiiir  at  Lexington,  reported  ;  the  same 
was  recommitted,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  it,  to  find  if  the  narra- 
tive contained  in  the  said  introduction  be  supported  by  the  depositions, 
and  to  add  such  other  depositions  as  may  be  procured. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Fisher,  Col.  Field  and  Mr.  Bullen,  be  a  commit- 
tee to  examine  the  letters  of  Governor  Hutchinson,^  lately  discovered, 

a  [of.]  . 

(1)  The  following  account  of  the  discovery  of  the  letter  hooks  of  Governor  Hutchinson,  contain- 
ing his  correspondence  with  the  ministry,  and  with  private  individuals,  is  copied  from  Oordnu't 
History  of  the  American  Revolution,  Vol.  I.,  Page  356. 

"When  he  [Governor  Hutchin'^on,]  quitted  the  province,  all  his  furniture  was  left  behind 
at  hii  seat  in  Milton,    .^flcr  the  Lexington  engagement,  the  coniniittee  of  the  town  removed 
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and  report  to  this  Congress  such  letters,  and  extracts,  as  they  think  it 
will  be  proper  to  publish, 

\\Orderedj  That  the  committee  appointed  to  revise  [the  commission 
of]  the  committee  of  safety,  sit  forthwith.  H 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Warren,  Mr.  Sawyer  and  Major  Bliss,  be  a 
committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  subject  of  a  letter,  read  in 
Congress,  from  William  Watson,  Esq.  to  Col.  Warren  and  Mr.  Lothrop. 

Col.  Barrett,  who  was  appointed  to  take  a  deposition  at  Concord, 
reported ;  the  deposition  reported  was  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the 
committee  who  were  appointed  to  prepare  an  introduction  to  the  depo- 
sitions. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  extracts  of  a 
letter  from  the  Hon.  Enoch  Freeman,  Esq.,  reported  a  letter  to  the 
eastern  tribes  of  indians,  which  was  accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  au- 
thenticated, and  sent  to  Mr.  John  Lane,  to  be  connnunicated  to  tiiem. 
It  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

Friends  axd  good  Brothers  : — We,  the  delegates  of  the  colony 
of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  being  come  together  in  congress,  to  con- 
sider what  may  be  best  for  you  and  ourselves  to  do,  to  get  rid  of  the 
slavery  designed  to  be  brought  upon  us,  have  thought  it  our  duty  to 
write  you  the  following  letter. 

Brothers  :  the  great  wickedness  of  such  as  should  be  our  friends, 
but  are  our  enemies,  we  mean  the  ministry  of  Great  Britain,  has  laid 
deep  plots  to  take  away  our  liberty  and  your  liberty  ;  they  want  to  get 
all  our  money;  make  us  pay  it  to  them,  when  they  never  earned  it; 
to  make  you  and  us  their  servants  :  and  let  us  have  nothing  to  eat, 
drink,  or  wear,  but  what  they  say  we  shall ;  and  prevent  us  from  having 
guns  and  powder  to  use,  and  kill  our  deer,  and  wolves,  and  other 
game,  or  to  send  to  you,  for  you  to  kill  your  game  with,  and  to  get 
skins  and  fur  to  trade  with  us  for  what  you  want :  but  we  hope  soon 

it,  ill  oulcr  to  s.-iVe  it  from  being  totally  ruined.  Mr.  Samuel  Heiishaw,  desirous  of  seeing  how  the 
hou:<e  looked  wiien  stript  of  all  the  furniture,  repaired  tiiitln-r  with  the  gentleman  who  had  the 
key.  Ife  went,  at  length,  up  into  a  dark  irarret,  wh^re  he  discovered  an  old  trunk,  whirh,  he  was 
told,  was  left  behind,  as  it  contained  nothing  but  a  parcel  of  useless  papers.  Curiosity  led  him  to 
examine  them,  when  he  soon  discovered  a  letter  book  of  Jlr.  Hutciiinson's,  wliicii  he  secured,  and 
then  posted  away  to  Doct.  Warren,  to  whom  ho  related  w  liat  had  hnppened:  on  which,  nn  order 
was  soon  sent  to  Gen.  Thoniap,  at  Roxbury,  to  possess  himself  of  the  trunk.  It  w^a  brou^rht  to  hi* 
quarters  :  and  tiiere,  throuijh  the  imprudent  exultations  of  some  about  the  general,  the  content* 
were  too  often  exposed  to  persons  resorting  thither,  and  some  single  letters  conveyed  away;  one 
[was  snppresscd]  for  the  puldic  good;  it  being  thouglit,  tliat  if  the  same  was  genorally  known,  it 
might  be  of  disservice  in  the  present  moment,  as  it  had  not  a  favorable  as(»ecl  upon  the  »(aunch 
patriotism  of  Mr.  Hancock.  The  letter  books,  and  other  papers,  were  afterwards  takon  pfopoi 
care  of." 

These  interesting  manuscripts  wcro  deposited,  and  are  still  retained, in  the  archives  of  the  •tat«. 
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to  be  able  to  supply  you  with  both  guns  and  powder,  of  our  own 
making. 

We  have  petitioned  to  England  for  you  and  us,  and  told  them  plain- 
ly we  want  nothing  but  our  owji,  and  do  not  want  to  hurt  them  ;  but 
they  will  not  hear  us,  and  have  sent  over  great  ships,  and  their  men 
with  guns,  to  make  us  give  up,  and  kill  us,  and  have  killed  some  of 
our  men;  but  we  have  driven  them  back  and  beat  them,  and  killed  a 
great  many  of  their  men. 

The  Englishmen  of  all  the  colonies,  from  Nova  Scotia  to  Georgia, 
have  firmly  resolved  to  stand  together  and  oppose  them  ;  our  liberty 
and  your  liberty  is  the  ^ame ;  we  are  brothers,  and  what  is  for  our 
good  is  for  your  good  ;  and  we,  by  standing  together,  shall  make  those 
wicked  men  afraid,  and  overcome  them,  and  all  be  free  men.  Capt. 
Goldthwait  has  given  up  Fort  Pownall  into  the  hands  of  our  enemies  ; 
we  are  angry  at  it,  and  we  hear  you  are  angry  with  him,  and  we  do 
not  wonder  at  it.  We  want  to  know  what  you,  our  good  brothers, 
want  from  us  of  clothing,  or  warlike  stores,  and  we  will  supply  you  as 
fast  as  we  can.  We  will  do  all  tor  you  we  can,  and  fight  to  save  you, 
any  time,  and  hope  that  none  of  your  men,  or  the  indians  in  Canada, 
will  join  with  our  enemies.  You  may  have  a  great  deal  of  l|good|l  in- 
fluence on  them.  Our  good  brothers,  the  indians  at  Stockbridge,  all 
join  with  us,  and  some  of  their  men  have  enlisted  as  soldiers,  and  we 
have  given  them  that  enlisted,  each  one,  a  blanket  and  a  ribbon,  and 
they  will  be  paid  when  they  are  from  home  in  the  service ;  and  if  any 
of  you  are  willing  to  enlist,  we  will  do  the  same  for  you. 

We  have  sent  Capt.  John  Lane  to  you,  [to  consult  with  you]  for 
that  purpose,  and  he  will  show  you  his  orders  for  raising  one  company 
of  your  men  to  join  with  us  in  the  war  with  your  and  our  enemies. 

Brothers  :  we  beseech  that  God  who  lives  above,  and  that  does 
what  is  right  here  below,  to  be  your  friend  and  bless  you,  [and]  to 
prevent  the  designs  of  those  wicked  men  from  hurting  you  or  us. 

Brothers  :  if  you  will  let  Mr.  John  Preble  know  what  things  you 
want,  he  will  take  care  to  intbrm  us,  and  we  will  do  the  best  for  you 
that  we  can, 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  a  letter  from  William  Watson, 
Esq.,  of  Plymouth,  reported  the  following  resolve,  which  was  accepted, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  dispersed  to  the  several  towns  in  the 
colony,  and  is  as  follows,  viz.  : 

Whereas,  som.e  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony,  and  most  of  them 
such  as  have  been  inimical  to  the  constitution  and  interest  of  the  same, 
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are  now,  after  having  united  themselves  with  our  enemies,  in  reducing 
us  to  the  distresses  and  difficulties  we  are  laboring  under,  taking  steps 
to  remove  themselves  and  effects  out  of  this  colony,  into  the  govern- 
ment of  Nova  Scotia,  and  elsewhere,  in  order  to  avoid  their  propor- 
tion of  burdens  necessarily  incurred  for  our  defence,  to  prevent  which, 
it  is  Resolved,  that  no  person  be,  from  this  time,  permitted  to  move  his 
goods  and  effects  out  of  this  colony,  unless  he  shall  obtain  the  permis- 
sion of  the  committee  of  correspondence  of  the  town  he  belongs  to ; 
or  if  no  such  committee  be  there  appointed,  of  the  selectmen,  or  the 
majority  of  them,  under  their  hands,  for  that  purpose,  but  by  the  leave 
of  this  or  some  future  congress;  and  the  several  committees  of  cor- 
respondence, or  selectmen,  where  there  are  no  such  committees,  are 
hereby  directed  to  be  very  vigilant  in  observing  the  niotions  of  all 
such  persons  \vho  they  may  have  reason  to  suspect,  and  to  see  that  this 
resolve  be  carried  into  full  execution. 
Then  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

[AUcriioon  ] 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  extracts  of  a  leitt  r  from 
the  Hon.  Enoch  Freeman,  Esq.,  reported  a  resolve  respecting  an  t.-m- 
bassy  to  Canada,  which  being  read  and  amended,  was  accepted,  a  copy 
ordered  to  be  authenticated,  and  sent  to  the  selectmen  of  Falmouth, 
and  is  as  follows,  viz.  : 

Whereas,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the  interest  and  safety  of 
this  colony,  in  its  present  unhappy  situation,  that  the  most  certain  in- 
telligence, from  Canada,  of  the  desicrns  and  manoeuvres  of  the  inlial)- 
itants  of  that  colony  should  be  obtained  as  ||^frequently||  as  possible  : 
and  whereas,  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Falmoutli,  having  been 
alarmed  by  reports  which  had  prevailed  in  the  eastern  parts  of  the  col- 
ony, that  the  Canadians  would  soon  attack  them  on  their  frontiers,  and 
thereby  bring  not  only  themselves,  but  the  whole  colony,  into  a  still 
more  deplorable  situation  ;  and  judging  it  of  the  utmost  importance, 
that  the  truth  or  falsity  of  such  reports  be  known  without  delay,  have 
employed  Mr.  Jabez  Matthews  and  !Mr.  David  Dinsmore,  to  go  across 
the  woods  to  Quebec,  in  order  to  observe  the  motions  of  the  people 
there,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  to  gain  a  knowledge  of  their  intention  ; 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  this  Congress  do  approve  of  the  care  and 
attention  of  the  selectmen  of  Falmouth,  to  the  general  interest  of  the 
colony.  And  it  is  hereby  recommended  to  the  said  selectmen,  that 
they  transmit  the  intelligence  they  may  receive  by  them,  together  with 
the  expenses  of  the  said  embassy,  to  this  or  some  future  congress  ol 
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this  colony,  with  all  convenient  ^peed,  that  the  account  of  their  ex- 
penses may  be  adjusted  and  allowed  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  colony. 
The  order  of  the  day  [was]  moved  for. 

The  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  for  es- 
tablishing a  court  of  inquiry,  was  read ;  after  debate,  the  question  was 
put,  whether  said  report  be  accepted,  and  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  who  reported  a  letter  to  the  eastern 
tribes  of  indians,  be  directed  to  prepare  instructions  to  Mr.  John  Lane, 
who  is  appointed  to  communicate  the  letter  to  them,  and  enlist  a  com- 
pany of  them  in  the  service  of  the  colony. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gill,  I\lr.  ]>liss  and  Mr.  How,  be  a  committee  to 
sort  and  count  the  votes  for  two  persons,  members  of  this  Congress, 
to  repair  to  the  congress  of  the  province  of  New  Hampshire. 

The  committee  last  mentioned,  reported,  that  the  Hon.  Joseph  Ger- 
rish,  Esq.  and  Col.  Ebenezer  Sawyer,  were  chosen. 

Ordered,  T\\^i  Col.  Dexter,  Col.  Warren  and  Col.  Foster,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  bring  in  a  resolve  for  supplying  the  soldiers  with  two  twenty 
shilling  bills  each,  for  a  month's  advance  pay,  and  they  are  directed  to 
draw  up  a  form  for  said  bills,  and  employ  an  engraver  to  prepare  a 
plate  for  [Sprinting]  the  same,  without  delay,  and  Resolved,  that  to- 
morrow morning,  ten  o'clock,  be  assigned  for  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  said  committee  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  the  connnittee  appointed  to  prepare  an  application  to 
the  Continental  Congress,  sit  forthwith. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gill,  Mr.  Bliss  and  Mr.  How,  be  a  committee  to 
sort  and  count  the  votes  for  a  member  of  the  committee  of  supplies, 
in  the  room  of  Col.  Lee,  deceased. 

The  committee  last  mentioned,  reported,  that  Mr.  John  Pitts  was 
chosen. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Barrett,  Esquire  Rawson  and  Mr.  Webster,  be 
a  committee  to  take  into  consideration  a  petition  to  this  Congress, 
from  Mr.  Boice  and  Mr.  McLean,  of  Milton. i 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lothrop,  Col.  Warren  and  Mr.  Jennison,  be  a 
committee  to  draw  up  some  instructions  to  the  delegates  appointed  to 
go  to  the  Congress  of  New  Hampshire. 

Adjourned  to  eight  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

a  [engraving.] 

(1)  John  Boice  and  Hugh  McLean  represented,  tliat  they  were  engaged  in  the  business  of  manu- 
facturing pajif r ;  that  four  apprentices,  wfll  skilled  in  the  employment,  had  enlisted  in  the  army  ; 
that  their  services  wtre  necessary  for  the  operation  of  the  mills;  and  prayed  that  these  soldiers 
might  be  discharged  from  military  service. 
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[Tuesday,]  May  16,  1775,  A,  M. 

Ordered,  That  Doct.  Taylor,  INIr.  Greenleaf  and  Capt.  Dix,  be  a 
committee  to  apply  to  the  committee  of  safety,  for  a  list  of  such  per- 
sons as  they  have  given  enlisting  orders  to ;  and,  in  particular,  [for]  a 
list  of  such  as  have  completed,  or  nearly  completed,  their  respective 
regiments;  and  as  far  as  can  be  speedily  obtained,  the  nutnber  of  men 
each  officer  has  enlisted,  that  this  Congress  may  commission  such  per- 
sons as  they  think  proper,  without  delay. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  a  petition  of  Messrs.  Boice 
and  McLean,  reported,-  A  long  debate  was  had  thereon,  and  it  was 
finally  determined,  that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  pe- 
tition. 

Ordered,  ThTii  Mr.  Sullivan,  Capt.  Stone,  Col.  Farley,  Major  Brooks 
and  Doct.  Rawson,  be  a  committee  to  take  into  consideration  a  verbal 
information  of  the  capture  of  three  vessels,  by  a  king's  cutler,  at  Dart- 
mouth, and  the  retaking  two  of  them,  and  fifteen  marines  prisoners. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

[Afternoon  ] 

Henry  Gardner,  Esq.  having  renewed  his  request,  that  this  Congrc>s 
would  excuse  him  from  serving  the  colony  in  the  office  of  receiver 
general.  Resolved,  that  the  determination  of  this  matter  be  referred  to 
to-morrow  morning,  ten  o'clock  ;  and  if  Mr.  Gardner  should  then  in- 
sist on  being  excused,  that  then  the  Congress  will  proceed  to  the  choice 
of  some  other  person  to  supply  his  place. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  application  to  the  Continen- 
tal Congress,  reported  the  following,  which  was  read  paragraph  by 
paragraph,  and  accepted,  viz.  : 

Resolved,  That  Doct.  Church  be  ordered  to  go  immediately  to  Phil- 
adelphia, and  deliver  to  the  president  of  the  honorable  American 
Congress,  there  now  sitting,  the  following  application,  to  be  by  him 
communicated  to  the  members  thereof  :  and  the  said  Church  is  also 
directed  to  confer  with  the  said  congress,  respecting  such  other  mat- 
ters as  may  be  necessary  to  the  defence  of  this  colony,  and  particularly 
[as  to]  the  state  of  the  army  therein. 

May  it  please  your  Honors  : — Tliat  system  of  colony  adminis- 
tration which,  in  the  most  firm,  dutiful  and  loyal  manner,  has  been  in 
vain  remonstrated  against,  by  the  representative  body  of  the  united 
colonies,  seems  still,  unless  speedily  and  vigorously  opj)osed,  by  the 
collected  wisdom  and  force  of  all  America,  to  threaten  ruin  and  de- 
struction to  this  continent. 
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For  a  iong  time  past  this  colony  has,  by  a  corrupt  administration  in 
Great  Britain  and  here,  been  deprived  of  the  exercise  of  those  powers 
of  government,  without  which,  a  people  can  be  neither  rich,  happy  or 
secure.  The  whole  continent  saw  the  blow  impending,  which,  if  not 
warded  off,  must  inevitably  have  subverted  the  freedom  and  happiness 
of  each  colony.  The  principles  of  self-defence,  roused  in  the  breasts 
of  freemen  by  the  dread  of  impending  slavery,  caused  to  be  collected 
the  wisdom  of  America,  in  a  congress,  composed  of  men  who,  through 
lime,  must,  in  every  land  of  freedom,  be  revered,  amongst  the  most 
faithful  assertors  of  the  essential  riglits  of  human  nature. 

This  colony  was  then  reduced  to  great  difhculties,  being  denied  the 
e.vercisc  of  civil  governnient,  according  to  our  charter,  or  the  funda- 
inenlal  principles  of  the  English  constitution  ;  and  a  formidable  navy 
and  army,  not  only  inimical  to  our  safety,  but  flattered  with  the  pros- 
pect of  enjoying  the  fruit  of  our  industry,  were  stationed,  for  that  pur- 
pose, in  our  metropolis.  The  prospect  of  deciding  the  question,  be- 
tween our  mother  Country  and  us,  by  the  sword,  gave  us  the  greatest 
p:iin  and  anxiety  ;  but,  we  have  made  all  the  preparation  for  our  neces- 
sary defence,  that  our  confused  state  would  admit  of;  and  as  the  ques- 
tion ciiually  aHi'cted  our  sister  colonies  and  us,  we  have  declined, 
th<>u;j;!i  urged  thereto  by  the  most  pressing  necessity,  to  assume  the 
reins  of  civil  government,  without  their  advice  and  consent:  but  have, 
hitherto,  patiently  borne  the  many  dilFiculties  and  distressing  embar- 
ra.-'-inents  nece-sarily  resulting  from  a  want  thereof  We  are  now 
comjx  iled  to  rai-e  an  army,  which,  with  the  assistance  of  the  other 
colonu"*,  w<'  liope,  under  the  smiles  of  Heaven,  will  be  able  to  defend 
and  all  America,  from  the  further  butcheries  and  devastations  of 
otjr  mipl  icable  rnemies. 

Hui,  as  the  sword  should,  in  all  free  states,  be  subservient  to  the 
ci\ii  powers,  and  as  it  is  the  duty  of  the  magistrate  to  support  it,  for 
tlie  people's  necessary  defence,  we  tremble  at  having  an  army,  although 
con>tsting  of  our  own  countrymen,  established  here,  without  a  civil 
power  to  provide  for  and  control  it. 

We  are  happy  in  having  an  opportunity  of  laying  our  distressed  state 
l>efore  the  representative  body  of  the  continent,  and  humbly  hope  you 
will  favor  us  with  your  most  explicit  advice,  respecting  the  taking  up 
and  exercising  the  powers  of  civil  government,  which  we  think  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  the  salvation  of  our  country ;  and  we  shall  readily 
submit  to  such  a  general  plan  as  you  may  direct  for  the  colonies;  or 
make  it  our  great  study  to  establish  such  a  form  of  government  here, 
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as  shall  not  only  most  promote  our  advantage,  but  the  union  and  inter- 
est of  all  America. 

As  the  army,  collecting  from  different  colonies,  is  for  the  general  de- 
fence of  the  rights- of  America,  we  would  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  your 
consideration,  the  propriety  of  your  taking  the  regulation  and  general 
direction  of  it,  that  the  operations  may  more  effectually  answer  the  pur- 
poses designed. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  instructions  to  the  delegates 
who  are  going  to  New  Hampshire,  reported  the  following,  which  was 
accepted,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  Joseph  Gerrish,  Esq.,  and  Col.  Ebenezer  Saw- 
yer, who  are  by  this  Congress  chosen  a  committee  to  wait  on  the  dele- 
gates of  the  colony  of  New  Hampshire,  are  hereby  empowered  and 
directed,  to  take  such  methods,  and  make  such  application  to  the  said 
congress,  as  shall,  in  the  judgmerit  of  said  committee,  appear  most  con- 
ducive to  the  union  of  the  colonies,  and  the  most  direct  way  to  induce 
said  Congress  of  New  Hampshire,  to  raise  their  proportion  of  men  to 
defend  the  colonies.  And  it  is  also  llr^^olvcd,  That  the  said  comnnttoc 
be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  application  of  this  Congress  to  the  iion- 
orable  members  of  the  Continental  Congress,  which  the  said  committee 
is  directed  to  deliver  the  president  of  the  congress  of  that  colony,  and 
to  do  all  that  they  can  to  procure  the  approbation  of  that  colony  to  our 
assuming  government,  and  to  communicate  to  said  congress  such  of 
the  proceedings  of  this  Congress  as  they  shall  think  conducive  to  the 
good  of  the  whole. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  delegates  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  es- 
tablishment for  the  Massachusetts  army,  and  rules  and  regulations  for 
the  same,  and  form  of  the  oath  for  the  officers  and  soldiers. 

A  letter  from  Col.  Thomas  Legate,  dated  Cambridge,  May  16, 
1775,1  ^yas  read,  and  committed  to  Col.  Foster,  Mr.  Parker,  and  Mr. 
Bliss. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  for  supplying  the  sol- 
diers with  two  twenty  shilling  bills  for  a  month's  advance  pay,  again 
reported. 

The  order  of  the  day  [was]  moved  for. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Foster,  Major  Bliss,  and  Mr.  Bent,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  sort  and  count  the  votes  for  a  member  of  this  Congress,  to  go 
to  Philadelphia  with  the  application  of  this  Congress,  to  llie  Conti- 
nental Congress. 

(I)  This  related  to  the  orjjanization  of  the  train  of  arlillery  in  the  provinrial  army. 
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The  committee  reported,  that  Doct.  Benjamin  Church  was  chosen. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  under  consideration  the  letter  from 
Col.  Legate  reported ;  which  report  being  read  and  amended,  was  ac- 
cepted, and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

Whereas,  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  that  the  men  who  shall  be 
enlisted  into  the  artillery  company  should  be  well  qualified  for  that  em- 
ployment, and  it  being  impossible  to  enlist  the  men  tor  the  artillery  at 
large,  in  the  colony,  so  soon  as  the  service  requires,  therefore.  Re- 
solved, That  the  officers  of  the  artillery  be  allowed  to  enlist  the  men 
from  the  several  regiments  already  engaged,  when  the  men  are  willing 
to  engage  in  that  service,  until  the  whole  artillery  establishment  sh;ill 
be  completed,  always  provided,  that  such  enlistments  shall  be  no  pre- 
judice or  hindrance  to  the  ollicers  with  whom  such  men  are  already  en- 
listed, in  entitling  them  to  their  respective  commissions  ;  and  that  not 
more  than  four  men  be  taken  from  any  one  company  :  and  the  officers 
of  the  train  of  artillery  are  directed  to  use  their  endeavor,  to  enlist  as 
many  |lmen,|l  who  are  not  under  any  previous  engagement  in  the  army, 
as  they  can,  speedily  ;  and  the  officers,  from  whose  regiment  or  com- 
pany any  person  is  enlisted  into  the  train  of  artillery,  are  also  directed 
to  fill  up  their  said  regiment  or  companies  with  all  convenient  speed,  by 
enlisting  other  soldiers  in  the  place  of  those  enlisted  into  the  train  of 
artillery. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Pitts,  Doct.  Taylor,  the  President, 
and  Mr.  Batchelder,  be  a  committee  to  consider  what  measures  it  would 
be  expedient  to  take,  relative  to  the  prisoners  in  Boston,  and  the  inhab- 
itants which  are  there  kept  in  duress. 

The  committee  appointed  to  apply  to  the  committee  of  safety  for  a 
list  of  officers,  &:c.,  reported,  verbally,  that  they  had  no  other  list  than 
what  they  had  before  sent  to  the  congress :  that  they  had  received  no 
returns,  and  knew  not  how  many  had  enlisted,  or  whether  any  regi- 
ments were  completed. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Barrett,  Doct.  Taylor,  and  Mr.  Fuller,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  take  into  consideration  a  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  Ca- 
naan and  Norridgewock,  on  Kennebeck  river,  and  report. i 

The  committee  who  were  appointed  to  consider  the  information  from 
Dartmouth,  reported  ;  the  report  was  recommitted  for  further  exami- 
nation and  inquiry  into  the  affiiir. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Freeman  and  Doct.  Holten  be  added  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  examine  Hutchinson's  letters. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  9  o'clock. 

(1)  This  petition,  like  nio«t  others  from  the  eastern  part  of  the  province,  appears  to  have  been  for 
•upplies  of  arms,  ainiuunition,  and  provisions. 
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[Wed.nesday,]  IMay  17, 1775,  [A.  M.] 
A  letter  from  [Edward]  Mott  to  this  Congress,  dated  xMay  11,  1775, 
giving  an  account  of  the  taking  of  the  fortress  at  Ticonderoga,  was 
read,  togetlier  with  a  letter  from  Ethan  Allen ;  also  an  application  from 
Col.  Easton,  and  others :  whereupon,  Ordered^  That  Col.  Foster,  Mr. 
Sullivan,  and  Doct.  Ilolten,  be  a  committee  to  introduce  Col.  Ea.-ton 
to  this  house,  to  give  a  narrative  of  that  transaction,  and  that  each 
member  have  liberty  to  ask  him  any  questions. ^ 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President,  Doct.  Taylor,  Col.  Fo.-ter,  Doct,  Ilol- 
ten, and  Mr.  Cross,  be  a  committee  to  take  the  same  into  consideration, 
and  report. 

A  resolve  from  the  committee  of  safety,  relative  to  the  seizing  the 
servants  and  friends  to  government,  improperly  so  called,  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  be  assigned  for  tlie  purpose  of 
considering  the  expediency  of  making  out  a  commission  to  Gen.  A\';.nl. 

The  Congress  appointed  two  other  monitors,  viz.  :  Mr.  Jolin  Hale 
and  Capt.  Woodbridge  Brown. 

Tiie  resolve,  and  form  of  an  oath  to  be  taken  by  the  general  ofhccrs, 
were  read,  amended  and  accepted,  and  are  as  follow,  viz.  : 

Resolved,  That  the  general  officers  of  the  Massachusetts  army,  now 
raising  for  the  defence  and  security  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  this  and 
our  sister  colonies  in  America,  shall  each  and  every  of  them  repeat,  take, 
and  subscribe  the  following  oath,  to  be  administered  by  [blank]  viz. : 

I,  A.  B.,  do  solemnly  swear,  that,  as  a  general  officer  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts army,  I  will  well  and  faithfully  execute  the  office  of  a  general, 
to  which  I  have  been  appointed,  according  to  my  best  abilities,  in  de- 
fence and  for  the  security  of  the  estates,  lives,  and  liberties  of  the  good 
people  of  this  and  the  sister  colonies  in  America,  in  opposition  to 
ministerial  tyranny,  by  which  they  are  or  may  be  oppressed,  and  to  all 
other  enemies  and  opposers  whatsoever  ;  that  I  will  adhere  to  the  rules 
and  regulations  of  said  army,  established  by  the  Congress  of  j|the  col- 
ony of  ii  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  observe  and  obey  the  resolutions  and 
orders  which  are  or  shall  be  passed  by  said  Congress,  or  any  future 
congress,  or  house  of  representatives,  or  legishitive  body  of  said  colo- 
ny, and  such  committees  as  shall  be  by  them  authorize<l  for  that  pur- 
pose; and  that  I  will  disclose  and  make  known  to  the  authority  afore- 
said, all  traitorous  conspiracies,  attempts  and  designs  whatsoever, 

(I)  Tlie  papers  relating  to  Ticonderoga,  will  be  found  in  the  Aj'pcndis. 
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which  I  shall  know  to  be  made,  or  have  reason  to  suspect  are  making, 
against  the  army,  or  any  of  the  English  American  colonies. 

Ordered,  That  Jonas  Dix,.Esq.  be  directed  to  take  depositions  rela- 
tive to  the  destruction  of  private  property,  by  the  king's  troops,  on  the 
I9th  instant,  and  their  driving  women  in  childbed  out  of  their 
houses,  and  killing  old  men  unarmed. 

Henry  Gardner,  Esq.,  informed  the  house,  that  he  was  willing  to 
continue  to  serve  this  colony  in  the  office  of  receiver  general. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Kollock,  Deacon  Nichols  and  Mr.  Rawson,  be 
a  committee  to  consider  what  steps  are  proper  to  be  taken,  for  the  re- 
lief of  such  of  the  inhabitants  of  Boston  as  come  over  to  Charlestown, 
who  are  not  able  to  take  care  of  themselves. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  account  of  taking  the 
fortress  of  Ticonderoga,  reported  the  following  resolve,  and  letter  to 
the  assembly  of  Connecticut,  which  were  accepted,  and  the  letter  or- 
dered to  be  authenticated  aiid  sent  forward : 

Gentlemen  : — We  have  the  happiness  of  presenting  our  congratu- 
lations to  you,  on  the  reduction  of  that  important  fortress,  Ticondero- 
ga; we  applaud  the  conduct,  both  of  the  officers  and  soldiers,  and  are 
of  opinion,  that  the  advantageous  situation  of  that  fortress,  makes  it 
highly  expedient,  that  it  should  be  repaired  and  properly  garrisoned. 
In  the  mean  time,  as  we  suppose  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  keeping 
all  the  cannon  there,  we  should  be  extremely  glad,  if  all  the  battery 
cannon,  especially  brass  cannon,  which  can  be  spared  from  that  place, 
or  procured  from  Crown  Point,  which,  we  hope,  is,  by  this  time,  in 
the  hands  of  our  friends,  may  be  forwarded  this  way,  with  all  possible 
expedition,  as  we  have  here  to  contend  with  an  army  furnished  with  as 
fine  a  train  of  artillery  as  ever  was  seen  in  America;  and  we  are  in 
extreme  want  of  a  sufficient  number  of  cannon  to  fortify  those  impor- 
tant passes,  without  which,  we  can  neither  annoy  general  Gage,  if  it 
should  become  necessary,  nor  defend  ourselves  against  him;  we,  there- 
fore, must,  most  earnestly,  recommend  this  very  important  matter  to 
your  immediate  consideration;  and  we  would  suggest  it,  as  our  opin- 
ion, that  the  appointing  Col.  Arnold  to  take  charge  of  them,  and  bring 
them  down  with  all  possible  haste,  may  be  a  means  of  settling  any  dis- 
putes which  may  have  arisen  between  him  and  some  other  officers, 
which  we  are  always  desirous  to  avoid,  and,  more  especially,  at  a  time 
when  our  common  danger  ought  to  unite  us  in  the  strongest  bonds  of 
unity  and  affection. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  &c. 
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This  Congress,  having  received  authentic  intelligence,  that  the  fort 
at  Ticonderoga,  is  surrendered  into  the  hands  of  Col.  Ethan  Allen 
and  others,  together  with  the  artillery,  and  artillery  stores,  ammunition, 
&c.,  thereunto  belonging,  for  the  benefit  of  these  colonies,  occasioned 
by  the  intrepid  valor  of  a  number  of  men  under  the  conmiand  of  the 
said  Col.  Allen,  Col.  Easton  of  the  Massachusetts,  and  otliers,  and  by 
the  advice  and  direction  of  the  committee  for  that  expedition,  the  said 
Col.  Allen  is  to  remain  in  possession  of  the  same,  and  its  dependen- 
cies, until  further  order : 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  do  highly  approve  of  the  same,  and 
the  general  assembly  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut  are  hereby  desired 
to  give  directions,  relative  to  garrisoning  and  maintaining  the  same  for 
the  future,  until  the  advice  of  the  Continental  Congress  can  be  liad  in 
that  behalf;  and,  as  this  colony  is  in  want  of  some  battering  cannon 
for  their  defence,  immediately,  it  is  further  Rcsoln  J,  that  the  president 
of  this  Congress  be  desired  to  write  to  the  general  assembly  of  tlie 
colony  of  Connecticut,  desiring  that  they  would  give  orders  for  the 
immediate  removal  of  some  of  those  cannon  to  this  colony,  for  the 
purpose  aforesaid. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

[AAernoon.) 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  petition  from  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Canaan  and  Norridgewalk,  reported;  the  question  being  put, 
whether  the  report  shall  be  accepted,  and  it  passed  in  the  negative; 
thereupon.  Resolved,  that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw  their 
petition. 

Ordered,  [That]  Col.  Foster,  Mr.  Sullivan  and  Capt.  Farley,  be  a 
committee  to  prepare  a  commission  for  Gen.  Ward. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  of  the  verbal  information  from 
Dartmouth,  reported  verbally,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Dartmouth  be 
advised  to  conduct  themselves,  with  respect  to  the  prisoners  they  have 
taken,  agreeably  to  the  direction  of  the  committee  of  inspection  for 
that  town.  After  a  long  debate,  it  was  Moved,  that  the  consideration 
of  this  matter  should  subside  ;  and  the  question  being  put,  it  passed  in 
the  affirmative,  and  the  matter  accordingly  subsided. 

Ordered,  That  the  secretarv  be  directed  to  inform  the  gentlemen 
from  Dartmouth  of  the  determination  of  the  Congress,  respecting  the 
information  from  Dartmouth,  and  the  reason  thereof 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  revise  the  commission  of 
the  committee  of  safety,  sit  forthwith,  and  report  as  soon  as  may  be  ; 
that  Mr.  Sullivan  be  excused,  and  that  Col.  Foster  and  Deacon  Fisher 
be  added  to  this  committee. 
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Resolved,  That  Doct.  Church  be  allowed  one  servant  to  attend  him 
in  his  journey  to  Philadelpliia. 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  relative  to  taking  the  fortress  of  Ticonde- 
roga,  be  delivered  to  the  committee  of  safety. 

Ordered,  That  tlie  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  establishment 
for  post  offices,  &c.,  be  directed  to  bring  in  a  resolve,  for  the  purpose 
of  empowering  the  committee,  who  were  appointed  to  agree  with  the 
post  riders,  &c.,  to  take  bonds  of  the  post  masters,  and  appoint  oaths 
to  be  taken  by  the  post  masters  and  post  riders  ;  and  that  Col.  Foster 
be  excused,  and  Capt.  Stone  and  Mr.  Greenleaf  be  added  to  the  com- 
mittee. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

[Thursday,]  May  18,  1775,  A.  M. 

The  committee  who  were  appointed  to  revise  the  resolves  respecting 
the  committee  of  safety,  reported ;  whereupon,  Resolved,  that  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  be  assigned  for  the  choice  of  a  committee  of 
safety,  to  consist  of  thirteen  members,  and  for  the  further  considera- 
tion of  said  report. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Rawson,  Mr.  Bullen  and  Col.  Farley,  be  a 
committee  to  consider  the  practicability  of  employing  chaplains  for  the 
army,  out  of  the  number  of  clergy  of  this  colony. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Warren,  Mr.  Gardner  and  Mr.  Sullivan,  be  a 
committee  to  bring  in  a  resolve,  reconnnending  it  to  the  inhabitants  of 
this  colony,  not  to  choose  any  person  to  represent  them  in  Congress, 
who  has  a  commission  in  the  army. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Fuller,  ||of  Middleton,|l  Mr.  Whittemore  and 
Mr.  Bliss,  be  a  conmiittee  to  wait  uj)on  the  Hon.  James  Russell,  Esq., 
impost  muster,  to  know  if  he  has  any  public  moneys  now  in  his  hands. 

Ordered,  That  the  president,  Mr.  Suilivan  and  Col.  Warren,  be  a 
committee  to  bring  in  a  resolve,  recommending  to  the  inhabitants  of 
this  colony  to  make  no  purchases,  nor  receive  any  conveyances  of  es- 
tates, from  the  mandamus  counsellors,  or  other  inveterate  enemies  to 
the  rights  of  this  country,  and  that  they  have  no  dealings  of  any  kind 
with  such  persons. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gardner,  Doct.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Kollock,  be  a 
committee  to  consider  and  inquire  into  the  subject  matter  of  a  resolve 
of  the  committee  of  safety,  respecting  Lady  Frankland.i 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

(1)  Sir  Henry  Frankland  was  the  proprietor  of  eAtensive  estates  in  Hopkinton,  wliere  he  had  a 
country  residence  previous  to  the  Resolution,  and  maintained  the  .splendor  of  an  Eui,'Iish  nofalertian. 
On  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  his  lady  became  alarmed  at  the  movements  of  the  people,  and 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  remove  to  Boston  with  a  small  portion  of  her  effects'. 
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[Afternoon.] 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sullivan,  Col.  Foster,  Doct.  Holten,  Mr.  Brag- 
don  and  Capt.  Batchelder,  be  a  coiinnittee  to  take  into  consideration  a 
letter  from  the  committ-ee  of  correspondence  for  the  town  of  Falmouth, 
and  such  parts  of  a  letter  from  the  Hon.  Enoch  Freeman,  Esq.,  to  the 
secretary,  as  he  may  communicate.^ 

(I)  Tlie  -conimiitce  of  corres[)onilc:!OP  of  F;:l:i:cutli  addrcsscJ  the  coiiiiiiitlee  of  safut}  ol  tlie 
Provincial  Congress,  oii  tlie  15th  of  ."Nlay,  as  followsi : 

"  May  it  pleaae  your  honors  .- 

We,  the  committee  of  correspondence-  in  Fahnoulh,  wouIJ  beg  leave  to  represent  to  your  honor-", 
the  situ;ition  and  circumstiincfs  of  tiiis  town  and  county  j  and  if  there  is  any  impropriety  in  our 
doing  it,  your  candor  will  excuse  it." 

"  The  alarming  attempt  of  Col.  Tiionipson,  to  take  the  ship  Canceaux,  Capt.  Henry  ?«Iovvat.  roni- 
mauder,  now  in  this  harbor,  has  occasioned  very  great  uneasiness  in  this  town,  as  it  lias  a  tend?  n- y 
to  bring  on  us  certain  ruin,  by  lho>  admiral's  resenting  it,  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  blo.k  up  our  li  ir- 
bor  before  the  time.  We  have  no  force  to  oppose  or  ]>rcvoiit  it,  no  fortific::tion>-,  nu  amiiuimiioi:,  i;o 
cannon,  anti,  if  provisions  are  stopped  from  coming  in  jicrc,  tiie  town  is  ruined,  as  w<.ll  a-  t:iO  «-.ui:i- 
try,  wliicli  depends  upon  the  town  for  supplies,  of  wliich,  at  present,  there  is  a  ■.•rtMt  irniy.  W  u 
think  Col.  Tiiompson's  attempt  was  r.isli  ami  injudicious,  if  not  unju^liii.ildc,  as  \\  -  i  ■iinot  1  '.irn  h-' 
Jiad  any  authority  from  you  or  the  Congress ;  we  are  sure  it  was  lontr.iry  to  the  will,  :utd  wiihuct 
any  order-  from  iiis  supi  rior  otlicers  in  the  militia,  though  solicited  for  by  him,  and  tiie  p«  n;di'  l;i  ;o 
(ieeniiMl  to  be  bid  undi-r  contrilmtion  to  sul)si.-:t  his  men.  We  hope  care  will  bo  tak'  :;  tli  t  i  .  t  r y 
attack  ujion  our  cncinio--,  through  the  province,  siiall  be  conducted  by  proper  olTlccrs,  (vrdi  rly,  r":;ii- 
larly,  and  with  proper  authority,  lost  it  should  occasion  a  civil  war  among  ourselves.  It  is  true,  hx 
licfi-nding  ourselves,  which  may  be  sudden,  iainn.'diatc  and  resolute  opposition,  in  the. best  maimer 
that  can  be  suddenly  thought  of,  should  be  adopted  ;  but  we  are  afrtiid,  that  if  any  number  of  me-i, 
at  any  time,  and  in  any  manner,  may  collect  together,  and  attack  any  thing,  or  any  person  they 
please,  every  body  may  be  in  danger.    Sat  xerbuui  sapicnti.'' 

'•We  are  also  concerned,  lest  there  should  a  good  deal  of  confusion  arise,  from  a  number  of  our 
men  in  the  country,  possessing  tliemselves  of  the  enlisting  papers,  lately  printed,  some  calling  them- 
selves colonels,  some  majors,  appointing  their  own  olrlcers,  adjutants,  chaplain?,  cliirurgeons,  £cc., 
Sec,  without  iiaviug,  ns  we  can  learn,  any  writtrMi  orders  for  so  doing:  for  they  seem  to  contiMid, 
already,  who  shall  be  chief  officers  ;  and  they  are  uncertain,  whether  the  men  they  enlist  are  to  be 
stationed  here,  for  our  defence,  or  m-'irch  to  tlie  camp  at  Cambridge,  to  make  up  the  standing  army." 

"  Enlisting  papers,  we  understand,  were  sent  to  Gen.  Preble,  but  he,  not  having  any  written  orders, 
did  not  act  in  the  affair.  If  the  army  can  be  completed  without  drawing  men  from  licnce,  as  we 
have  all  along  been  made  to  understand  was  the  case,  wc  cannot  help  thinking  it  would  be  most 
pruilent  ;  however,  we  shall  not  be  backward,  if  there  is  real  occasion  for  our  men;  and,  in  that 
case,  we  humbly  submit,  whether  it  would  not  be  best,  thr.t  some  pi  rson  or  persons  shoiihl  be  ap- 
pointed, to  conduct  the  ufiair  according  to  orders.  Wc  hope  we  sh;:ll  be  excused  for  thus  troubling 
your  honors,  as  wo  were  solicited  to  do  it  by  a  number  of  giMitlemen." 

"  We  are,  with  great  veneration,  your  honors'  most  obedient  humlde  servant^. 

ENOCH  FUEEM/VX,  per  arder." 

The  committee  to  whom  the  conununications,  in  rebtion  to  Col.  Tiumipson,  were  referred,  re- 
ported the  following  letter  to  that  gentleman,  which,  however,  was  not  accejited. 

"  SIR  :— This  Congress  have  received  information,  that  the  ooininittec  of  rorrespomlenco  of  the 
town  of  Falmouth,  on  hearing  that  you  were  about  making  an  attack  o;;  the  Canceaux,  man  of  war, 
lying  in  the  harbor  of  that  town,  desired  you  to  forbear  any  proceedings  of  that  kind,  wbi  h  you 
promised  to  do;  but  that  you  at\erwards  took  the  captain  of  said  sliip  of  wnr,  and  detsined  the 
Hon.  Jedediah  Preble  and  Enoch  Freeman,  Esquires,  as  hostaires  for  the  return  of  the  s  :td  ci.t  u;. ; 
and  that  you  levied  contributions  of  money,  and  other  tilings,  from  the  subjects  there,  t<">K  a 
boat  behinging  to  the  said  Canceaux." 

«  Though  this  Congress  approves  of  your  general  zeal  for  this  country,  yet  it  appear*  that  your 
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The  order  of  the  day  was  moved  for. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Eroun,  Mr.  Bayley  and  Mr.  Baker,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  sort  and  count  tlie  votes  for  a  committee  of  safety. 

The  committee  appointed  to  count  and  sort  the  votes  for  a  commit- 
tee of  safety,  reported,  that  tlie  following  gentlemen  were  chosen,  viz. : 
Hon.  John  Hancock,  Escj.,  Doct.  Joseph  Warren,  Doct.  Benjamin 
Church,  Capt.  Benjamin  W!iite,  Col.  Joseph  Palmer,  Mr.  Richard 
Devens,  Mr.  Abraham  Watson,  Mr.  John  Pigeon,  Col.  Azor  Orne, 
Hon.  Benjamin  Greenleaf,  Esq.,  Mr.  Nathan  Cushing,  Doct.  Sainuel 
Holten,  Hon.  Enoch  Freeman,  Es(j. 

The  report  was  recommitted  for  filling  up  the  blanks. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Kollock,  Doct.  Taylor  and  Col.  Davis,  be  a 
committee  to  inquire  where  the  treasurer  ma}'  procure  money  for  the 
muster  masters  to  supply  the  soldiers  with  advance  pay. 

The  committee  who  were  appointed  to  consider  the  resolve  of  the 
committee  of  safety,  respecting  Lady  Frankland,  reported  :  whereupon 
Resolved,  that  Mr.  liAbnerlj  ('raft  be,  and  hereby  is  directed,  forthwith 
to  attend  this  Congress.  Mr.  Craft  accordingly  attended,  and  having 
heard  the  allegations  against  him,  and  having  made  his  defence,  with- 
drew.  The  Congress  then  Raolvfd  that  he  should  be  gently  admon- 
ished by  the  president,  and  be  assured,  that  the  Congress  were  deter- 
mined to  preserve  their  dignity  and  power  over  the  military.  Mr. 
Craft  was  again  called  in,  and  the  president  politely  admonished  him, 
agreeablv  to  the  resolve  of  Conrjress.^ 

Resolved,  That  Lady  Frankland  be  permitted  to  go  into  Boston  with 
the  following  articles,  viz. :  seven  trunks  ;  all  the  beds,  and  furniture 
to  them ;  all  the  boxes  and  crates  ;  a  basket  of  chickens  and  a  bag  of 
corn  ;  two  barrels  and  a  hamper  ;  two  horses  and  two  chaises,  and  all 
the  articles  in  the  chaise,  excepting  arms  and  ammunition  ;  one  phae- 
ton ;  some  tongues,  hams  and  veal  ;  sundry  small  bundles.  Which 
articles,  having  been  examined  by  a  connnittee  from  this  Congress,  she 
is  permitted  to  have  them  carried  in,  without  any  further  examination. 

[Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morning.] 

conduct,  in  tukin^r  the  c:ipnin  of  tlic  ship,  a^aiixt  yotir  promise,  and  your  levying  money,  or  other 
things,  of  the  people,  is,  by  no  moiinf,  justitiable :  anil  it  is  therefore  expected,  that  you  attend  the 
next  congress  that  shall  he  held  in  this  cidotiy,  and  to  do  your  cliaracter  justice  in  this  matter,  and 
that  you  return  said  boat,  and  stay  all  further  proceedings  of  this  kind  in  the  mean  time." 

(1)  Notwithstanding  the  permission  given  by  the  committee  to  Lady  Frankland,  to  carry  with  her 
the  articles  of  property  mentioned  in  one  of  the  resolves,  some  excitement  arose  among  the  iniiahitanta 
of  the  vicinity,  from  the  prcpirntions  made  for  her  dej):irture.  An  armed  party  arrested  her  jour- 
ney, and  detained  Ir  t  jier-'on  and  cticcts,  until  the  a<-tio!i  of  Congress  liberated  them  from  captiv- 
ity. The  censure,  so  lightly  inflicted,  seems  to  have  been  incurred,  for  the  indiscreet  zeal,  which 
interposed  to  prevent  the  enjoyment  of  the  privileges  granted  by  the  resolve. 
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[Friday,]  May  19,  1775,  A.  M. 

Resolved,  That  Col.  Bond  be,  and  hereby  is  directed,  to  appoint  a 
guard  of  six  men  to  escort  Lady  Frankland  to  Boston,  witli  such  of 
her  effects  as  tliis  Congress  have  permitted  her  to  carry  with  her  ;  and 
Col.  Bond  is  directed  to  wait  on  Gen.  Tliomas,  with  a  copy  of  the  re- 
solves of  this  Congress  respecting  Lady  Frankland, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Ezekiel  Hail,  of  this  town,  be  recommended  to 
the  generals  of  our  colony  army,  in  order  to  have  such  aid  as  they  can 
afford  him,  in  going  into  or  out  of  Boston,  or  sending  some  suitable 
person  there,  which  appears  to  be  necessary,  in  order  to  save  some  of 
his  valuable  effects,  which,  there  is  reason  to  fear,  were  exposed  by  the 
late  fire. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Warren  wait  on  Gen.  Ward,  directing  him  to 
attend  this  Congress  forthwith,  to  receive  his  commission  ;  and  also 
on  the  committee  of  safety,  for  a  list  of  such  colonels  and  other  olh- 
cers,  as  they  shall  report  to  be  prepared  for  receiving  their  ccniiiii.s- 
sions. 

A  letter  from  the  conmiittee  of  correspondence  jjof  Cormecticnt ■! 
was  read,  respecting  the  taking  of  Ticonderoga  ;  whereupon,  Ordfrfd, 
that  Mr.  Gerry  prepare  an  answer  thereto,  informing  them  what  steps 
this  Congress  have  taken  relative  to  that  affair. ^ 

(1)  The  committee  of  corrospondcucc  write  from  Hartford,  iJay  16,  1775.  Tlie  letter  is  siilv- 
Bcribed  by  Erastus  Wolcot,  William  Williams,  Siimucl  Bisliop  and  Samuel  II.  Parsons. 

"  GENTLEMEN: — We  were  yesterday  informed  of  the  success  of  an  expedition,  undertaken  and 
set  on  foot  by  some  individuals  of  this  colony,  in  a  secret  manner,  against  Ticonderoga  and  Crown 
Point,  the  particular  account  of  which  you  will  have  received  before  this  comes  to  Jiand  :  immedi- 
ately on  the  receipt  of  this  news,  an  express  was  despatched  from  hence  to  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, for  their  advice  in  this  important  matter;  posts  were  also  sent  to  Albany,  to  tho  committee  of 
correspc.ndence  for  tliat  city,  requesting  them  to  aft'ord  tlieir  aid  in  iiiaintaiiiing  that  pass,  till  the 
opinion  of  the  colonies  can  be  known.  We  understand  an  expedition  against  the  same  place  hath 
been  undertaken  under  the  authority  of  your  province  ;  but,  the  adventure  being  set  on  foot 
by  some  private  gentlemen  in  this  colony,  and  success  having  attended  their  enterprizc  before  the 
forces  from  the  Massachusetts  Ray  came  up,  some  question  arose  about  the  ri^Iit  to  command  and 
hold  this  important  pass.  We  consider  all  the  colonies,  and  the  New  Eiiglnnd  colonies  especially, 
as  brrthrcn,  united  together  in  one  joint  interest,  and  pursuing  the  same  g(«neral  design;  and  that 
whatever  expedition,  in  furtherance  of  the  grand  dt  sigjis,  may  be  undertaken  by  any  one  of  the  col 
onies,  or  body  of  men,  in  either  of  thorn,  ought  to  be  consiJered  iis  undertaken  for  the  joint  ben<'fu 
of  the  w  hole  confederate  colonics,  tad  the  expenses  of  the  ent^rprize,  and  cost  of  maiiUainin;:  and 
defending  the  same,  are  to  be  borne  by  all,  in  proportion  to  their  abilitit?s.  This  is  not  a  time  for  the 
colonies  to  contend  a!)out  precedence  ;  biit  wc  hope  all  will  wish  to  put  to  a  helping  hand,  and  mu- 
tually uftord  eacli  other  all  necessary  assistance  against  our  t  onui:oti  enemy.  Some  part*  of  your 
province  are  conveniently  situated  to  furnish  men,  <fcc.,  for  maintaining  our  possession;  we  doubt 
not  you  will  exert  yourselves  to  secure  every  advantage  which  may  accrue  from  this  suc<  e*ifiil  at- 
tempt, in  which  we  hope  the  city  and  county  of  Albany,  and  the  colony  of  Coim«-i  ti.-uf,  will  ro- 
operato  with  you  ;  but  of  tiiis  we  cannot  assure  you,  as  our  calls  are  very  many,  &.r. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  your  humble  •••rvant*." 

"We  hope  you  will  not  omit  any  tiling  you  can  do,  as  it  is  uncertain  whit  New  Vork  wdhmbr- 
take,  without  the  advice  of  tlie  general  congress,  <«:c." 
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Ordered,  That  Doct.  Perkins  and  Capt.  Baker  be  added  to  the  com- 
mittee, who  w  ere  appointed  to  inquire  where  the  treasurer  can  borrow 
money. 

Resolved,  That  all  persons  who  may  liave  any  goods  or  chattels,  be- 
longing to  Lady  Frankland,  now  in  their  custody,  which  are  not  men- 
tioned in  the  resolve  of  this  Congress  for  allowing  her,  with  certain 
effects  to  go  into  Boston,  be,  and  hereby  are  directed,  to  permit  her  to 
send  them  to  Ilopkinton,  or  dispose  of  them  in  any  way  agreeable  to 
her,  not  inconsistent  uitli  the  resolves  of  this  Congress. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  what  steps  may  be  taken  for 
the  relief  of  such  of  the  inhabitants  of  Boston  as  come  over  to  Charles- 
town,  &i,c.,  reported;  whereupon,  Ordered,  that  Deacon  Cheever,  Col. 
Davis  and  Capt.  AVitliinton,  be  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  list  of  names 
of  persons  to  fill  up  the  blank  in  said  report. 

Mr.  Gerry  reported  an  answer  to  a  letter  from  the  committee  of  cor- 
respondence of  Connecticut;  wliicii  was  [*accepted.]i 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

[Afternoon.] 

Ordered,  That  Doct.  Ilolten,  Mr.  Whittemore  and  Major  Bliss,  be 
a  committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  representation  made  to  this 
Congress  by  Col.  Warren,  by  desire  of  Gen.  Ward,  of  the  necessity 
there  is,  that  the  army  should  be  immediately  supplied  with  iron  pots, 
as  well  as  an  additional  stock  of  powder,  as  also  for  providing  a  house 
for  the  abode  of  Joseph  Trumbull,  Esq.,  of  Connecticut,  and  another 
for  the  chairman  and  the  other  members  of  the  committee  of  safety. 

The  report  of  the  committee  for  revising  the  commissions  of  [the 
committee  of]  safety,  after  bcincj  read  paragraph  by  paragraph,  was 
amended  and  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz.  : 

Whereas,  the  former  Congresses  of  this  colony  have  chosen,  and  by 
divers  resolutions  have  empowered,  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  Doct.  Joseph 
Warren,  Doct.  Benjamin  Church,  Capt.  Benjamin  Church,  Capt.  Ben-, 
jamin  White,  Col.  Joseph  Palmer,  Mr.  Richard  Devens,  i\Ir.  Abraham 
Watson,  Jr.,  Mr.  John  Pigeon,  Col.  Azor  Orne,  Nathan  Cushing,  I^sq., 
Col.  William  Heath,  Col.  Thomas  Gardner,  Col.  Asa  V/hitcomb,  Mr. 
Edward  Durant  and  Mr.  James  Sullivan,  to  be  a  committee  of  safety, 
and  by  virtue  of  the  authority  of  that  office,  on  certain  occasions,  to 
cause  to  be  assembled  the  militia  of  this  colony,  for  the  defence  of  the 
inhabitants  thereof;  and  which  committee  of  safety  are,  by  the  resolu- 

a  [.icccpte*!,  and  is  ji-a  follows,  viz.] 
(1)  Mr.  Gerry',  draft  of  an  answer,  never  entered  on  tlio  record,  is  not  retained  on  the  files  of 
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tions  of  said  congresses,  empowered  to  do  several  other  acts  for  the 
service  of  the  colony,  as  by  the  journals  and  records  of  said  congresses 
appear : 

It  is  Resolved,  That,  whatever  the  said  committee  of  safety,  or  any 
of  them,  have  done  pursuant  to  the  said  resolutions  of  said  Congress, 
shall  be  held  good  and  valid;  and  that  the  said  inhabitants  of  said  col- 
ony shall  be  held  thereby,  as  well  according  to  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  said  resolutions,  as  according  to  the  strict  letter  thereof: 
and,  whereas,  there  appears  to  be  still  a  deficiency  of  power  in  said 
committee,  considering  the  particular  exigencies  of  the  colony,  and  it 
being  necessary  to  have  their  commission  as  concise  and  explicit  as 
possible,  which  can  be  done  only  by  consolidating  the  powers  intended 
in  the  several  resolutions  of  this,  as  well  as  the  former  congresses,  to 
be  given  them.  It  is,  therefore.  Resolved,  that  all  and  every  resolution 
now  in  force,  respecting  the  said  committee  of  safety,  ^'ha!l  be,  and 
hereby  are,  repealed,  revoked,  and  rendered  imll  and  void. 

And  it  is  also  Resolved,T\\<iX  [lion.  John  Hancock,  E^q.,  Doct.  Joseph 
Warren,  Doct.  Benjamin  Church,  Capt.  Benjamin  White,  Col.  J(.>ej>h 
Palmer,  Mr.  Richard  Devens,  Mr.  Abraham  Watson,  Mr.  Joliu  Ti^eon, 
Col.  Azor  Orne,  Hon.  Benjamin  Greenleaf,  Esq.,  Mr.  Nathan  Cush- 
ing,  Doct.  Samuel  Holten,  Hon.  Enoch  Freeman,  Esq.,]  be  a  commit- 
tee of  safety  for  this  colony  hereafter,  until  some  further  order  of  this, 
or  some  future  congress  or  house  of  representatives  of  this  colony 
sh^II  revoke  their,  or  either  of  their  appointments. 

And  it  is  also  Resolved^  That  the  said  committee  of  safety  shall  be, 
and  hereby  are  empowered,  when  they  shall  think  it  necessary,  in  de- 
fence of  the  lives  and  properties  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony,  to 
assemble  such  and  so  many  of  the  militia  thereof,  and  them  to  dispose 
and  place  where,  and  detain  so  long,  as  t^he  said  committee  of  safety 
shall  judge  necessary,  and  to  discharge  said  militia  when  the  safety  of 
this  colony  will  admit  of  it;  and  the  officers  of  the  said  militia  are 
hereby  enjoined  to  pay  strict  obedience  to  the  orders  and  directions 
of  the  said  committee  of  safety. 

And  it  is  also  Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  of  safety  shall  be, 
and  hereby  are  empowered,  to  direct  the  army  of  this  colony  to  be 
Stationed  where  the  said  committee  of  safety  shall  judge  most  condu- 
cive to  the  defence  and  service  of  the  colony;  and  the  general,  and 
other  officers  of  the  army,  are  required  to  render  strict  obedience  to 
such  orders  of  said  committee  ;  provided  always,  that  it  shall  be  in 
the  power  of  this,  or  any  future  congress,  to  control  any  order  of  the 
said  committee  of  safety,  respecting  this  or  any  other  matter. 
31 


242 


SECOND  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS.       [May  19, 


And,  whereas,  the  former  committee  of  safety  were,  by  a  resolve  of 
this  Congress,  empowered  to  nominate  persons  to  this  Congress,  to  be 
commissioned  to  be  officers  in  the  army  now  establishing  for  the  de- 
fence of  this  colony,  and  said  committee  having  already  given  orders 
to  a  number  of  persons,  to  enlist  men  for  that  purpose  :  Resolved,  that 
the  committee  of  safety  now  appointed,  proceed  in  that  matter,  that 
such  officers,  where  the  regiments  are  completed,  may  be  commission- 
ed by  this  Congress ;  and  if  any  regiments  should  be  nearly  completed, 
and  the  officers  thereof  ready  to  be  commissioned,  agreeably  to  the  re- 
solve of  this  Congress,  during  the  time  between  the  dissolution  of  this 
Congress  and  the  meeting  of  the  next,  the  said  committee  shall  have 
power  to  fill  up  and  deliver  out  commissions  to  them,  and  blank  com- 
missions, signed  by  the  president  of  this  Congress,  and  attested  by  the 
secretary,  shall  be  delivered  to  the  said  committee  for  this  purpose. 

And  it  is  also  Resolved,  That  any  five  of  the  said  committee  be  a 
quorum,  with  full  power  to  transact  any  business  which  the  committee, 
by  the  resolves  above,  are  empowered  and  vested  with  authority  to  do. 

Ordered,  That  letters  be  sent  to  the  lion.  Benjamin  Greenleaf,  Esq. 
and  the  Hon.  Enoch  Freeman,  Esq.,  informing  them  of  their  being 
chosen  members  of  the  committee  of  safety,  and  requesting  their  at- 
tendance as  soon  as  possible. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  John  Pigeon  be,  and  he  hereby  is  appointed 
and  empowered,  as  a  commissary  for  the  army  of  this  ||*colony,||  to 
draw  from  the  magazines,  which  are  or  may  be  provided  for  that  pur- 
pose, such  provisions  and  other  stores  as,  from  time  to  time,  he  shall 
find  necessary  for  the  army  ;  and  he  is  further  empowered,  to  recom- 
mend to  the  Congress  such  persons  as  shall  be  necessary,  and  as  he 
shall  think  qualified,  to  serve  as  deputy  commissioners  ;  and  said  dep- 
uty commissioners,  when  confirmed  by  the  congress  for  the  time  being, 
shall  have  full  power  to  act  in  said  ofiice,  and  are  to  be  accountable  to 
the  commissary  for  their  doings ;  also,  said  commissary  is  empowered 
to  contract  with,  and  employ,  such  other  persons  to  assist  him  in  exe- 
cuting his  office,  as  shall  be,  by  him,  found  necessary  ;  and  his  con- 
tracts, for  necessaries  to  supply  the  army,  during  the  late  confused 
state  of  the  colony,  shall  be  allowed ;  and  the  committee  of  supplies 
are  hereby  directed  to  examine,  and  if  they  find  them  reasonable,  con- 
sidering the  exigencies  of  the  times,  to  draw  on  the  treasury  for  pay- 
ment of  the  same. 

The  form  of  a  commission  for  Gen.  Ward  was  read,  amended  and 
ficcepted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

a  ||province.|| 
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The  Congress  of  the  Colony  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay. 

To  the  Hon.  Artemas  Ward,  Esq. — Greeting  : 

We,  reposing  especial  trust  and  confidence  in  your  courage  and 
good  conduct,  do,  by  these  presents,  constitute  and  appoint  you,  the 
said  Artemas  Ward,  to  be  general  and  commander  in  chief  of  all  the 
forces  raised  by  the  congress  aforesaid,  for  tlie  defence  of  tliis,  and  the 
other  American  colonies.  You  are,  therefore,  carefully  and  diligently 
to  discharge  the  duty  of  a  general,  in  leading,  ordering  and  exercising 
the  said  forces  in  arms,  both  inferior  officers  and  soldiers;  and  to  keep 
them  in  good  order  and  discipline,  and  they  are  hereby  commanded  to 
obey  you  as  their  general ;  and  you  are  yourself  to  observe  and  follow 
such  orders  and  instructions  as  you  shall,  from  time  to  time,  receive 
from  this,  or  any  future  congress  or  house  of  representatives  of  this 
colony,  or  the  committee  of  safety,  so  far  as  the  said  committee  is  em- 
powered, by  their  commission,  to  order  and  instruct  you,  for  tlie  de- 
fence of  this,  and  the  other  colonies;  and  to  demean  yourself  accord- 
ing to  the  military  rules  and  discipline  established  by  Congress,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  trust  reposed  in  you. 

,  the       of       A.  D.,  1775. 

By  order  of  Congress. 

President  pro  tempore. 

Secretary  pro  tempore. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Foster,  Capt.  Stone  and  Mr.  Webster,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  get  the  depositions,  and  narrative  of  the  late  excursion  of  the 
king's  troops  to  Concord,  printed  in  a  pamphlet,  on  the  best  terms 
they  can  ;  and  that  they  forward  one  pamphlet  to  each  town  and  dis- 
trict in  the  colony. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  a  blank  left  in  the  commissions,  to  be  given 
the  officers  of  the  several  regiments  of  the  colony  army,  for  the  rank 
of  the  regiment,  and  that  [blank]  be  a  convniittee  to 

settle  the  ranks  of  the  regiments,  when  the  regiments  are  completed. 

Resolved,  Th?Lt  the  same  connnittee  be  directed  to  bring  in  a  resolve, 
settlinjT  the  rank  or  number  of  the  regiments,  according?  to  the  rank 
or  age  of  the  counties  from  whence  the  majority  of  the  regiments  shrdl 
come. 

Resolved,  That  the  rank  of  the  regiments,  where  there  are  more 
than  one  in  each  county,  be  according  to  the  rank  which  those  regi- 
ments llhavell  formerly  sustained  in  the  old  arrangement  from  which 
they  are  taken,  provided  that  can  be  ascertained,  and  where  that  can- 
not be  determined,  the  rank  to  be  determined  by  lot. 
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Resolved,  That  the  commissions  be  all  of  one  date,  and  that  the 
rank  of  the  officers  be  determined  by  this  Congress,  or  by  a  committee 
from  this  Congress,  at  some  future  time. 

Resolved, Col.  Samuel  Gerrish  hav.e  a  commission  for  a  colonel 
in  the  army,  and  that  the  oath  be  administered  to  him  by  Mr.  Gardner, 
the  receiver  general. 

['Also,  that  commissions,  as  captains,  issue  for  Richard  Dodge, 
Jacob  Gerrish,  William  Rogers,]  to  bear  date  the  19th  of  May. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

[Saturday,]  May  20,  1775,  A.  IM. 
Ordered,  That  Col.  Foster,  Doct.  Holten  and  Major  Brooks,  be  a 
committee  to  confer  with  Mr.  Revere,  respecting  his  proposal  for  an 
alteration  in  the  value  of  the  colony  notes,  which  have  been  ordered  to 
be  struck  off. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Thurston,  Esquire  Aikin  and  Mr.  Crane,  be  a 
committee  to  take  into  consideration  a  petition  from  a  number  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Deer  Island. ^ 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  case  of  the  prisoners  in 
Boston,  and  the  inhabitants  which  are  there  kept  in  duress,  reported  ; 
the  report  was  read  and  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz.  : 

Whereas,  this  Congress  did,  on  the  30th  of  April  last,  pass  a  re- 
solve for  permitting  such  inhabitants  of  the  colony  to  remove  into 
Boston,  with  their  effects,  lire  arms  and  ammunition  excepted,  as 

a  [Al^o  that  captain's  commission  for  Richard  Dodgn  ;  do.  Jacob  Gerrish  ;  do.  William  Rogers; 
commissions  to  bear  date  the  19th  of  May.] 

(1)  The  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Door  Island,  corresponds  in  the  representations  of  distress, 
with  those  coming  from  many  of  tlie  towns  of  tlie  eastern  coast.  It  was  subscribed  by  Nathan 
Dow,  Ro!)ert  Nason,  Francis  Haskell,  SaniU'-l  Ilaynes,  Courtney  Babidi'e,  Isaiah  Crockett  and 
Thomas  Thompson,  and  is  almost  a  solitary  exception  to  the  general  correctness  with  which  the 
memorials  to  the  Provincial  Congress  were  drawn.  The  inartificial  construction  and  simplicity  of 
language,  render  the  description  of  want  and  en>barrassment  more  vivid  : 

"  DEER  ISLAND,  in  the  coutUtj  of  Lincoln. 
*'  To  the  Juntored  gentlemen  of  the  Provincial  Con  orcss  : 

"SIRS  : — We,  who  are  the  committee  of  this  town,  do  desire  to  make  our  complaint  unto  you, 
and  will  inform  you  in  what  poor  circumstances  we  are  at  this  time:  and  would  beg  your  assist- 
ance, as  we  are  without  powder  and  ball,  and  [have]  no  way  to  get  any,  as  our  wood  and  lumber 
will  not  sell  at  any  price  ;  and,  gentlemen,  we  are  in  great  want  for  corn  and  pork,  and  shall  suffer, 
Qoless  we  have  help  from  you,  and  unless  the  ports  arc  opened  and  trade  goes  on.  And,  gentlemen, 
if  you  will  be  so  kind  unto  us  as  to  help  us,  we  will  make  you  full  satisfaction  for  the  same,  when 
we  can  sell  our  lumber.  We  would  inform  you,  that  there  are  on  this  island  about  three  hundred 
Bonis,  and  we  beg  you  would  consider  in  what  poor  condition  we  must  be.  Gentlemen:  we  can't 
purchase  corn  nor  pork  at  any  rate  whatsoever:  and  we  hope,  that  your  love  and  regard  for  your 
brethren  and  true  sons  of  liberty,  will  send  us  speedy  relief.  And,  gentlemen,  in  complying  with 
the  above,  you  will  greatly  oblige  your  humble  servants. " 
May  11,  1775. 
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should  incline  thereto,  it  being  in  consequence  of  general  Gage's  prom- 
ise to  the  inhabitants  of  Boston,  that,  upon  resigning  their  arms  and 
ammunition,  they  should  have  liberty  to  remove  from  said  town  with 
their  effects  :  and,  whereas,  but  a  small  proportion  of  the  said  inhabit- 
ants of  Boston  have  been,  hitherto,  permitted  to  leave  the  town,  and 
those  only  to  bring  their  clothing  and  household  furniture,  they  being 
constrained  to  leave  their  provisions  and  all  their  other  etVects;  therefore, 
Resolved,  that  Gen.  Ward  be,  and  he  hereby  is  directed,  to  order  the 
guards,  in  future,  not  to  suffer  any  provisions  or  effects,  excepting  fur- 
niture and  clothing,  to  be  carried  into  the  town  of  Boston,  so  long  as 
the  said  general  Gage  shall  suffer  the  persons  or  effects  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  said  town,  contrary  to  his  plighted  faith,  to  be  restrained. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  Mr.  Revere,  brought  in  the 
following  resolves,  which  were  accepted,  and  the  secretary  [was]  direct- 
ed to  erase  from  the  minutes  the  resolve  which  passed  this  Congress 
for  issuing  colony  notes  of  ten  shillings  each. 

Whereas,  this  Congress  did,  on  the  fourth  day  of  this  instant  May, 
pass  a  resolve  in  the  following  form,  viz. :  Resolved,  that  each  non- 
commissioned officer  and  private  soldier,  who  has,  or  shall  enlist  him- 
self into  the  service  of  this  colony,  shall  have  twenty  shillings  paid 
him,  out  of  the  receiver  general's  office,  as  advance  pay ;  and  that  the 
commanding  officer  of  each  regiment,  who  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  em- 
powered to  act  as  muster  master  to  his  said  regiment,  shall  draw  from 
the  receiver  general's  office  the  sum  of  twenty  shillings,  for  each  non- 
commissioned officer  and  private  soldier  in  his  said  regiment,  and  pay  the 
same  according  to  the  tenor  of  this  resolve,  as  soon  as  said  men  have 
enlisted  themselves  and  been'  duly  sworn,  and  give  his  bond,  with  suffi- 
cient sureties,  to  the  receiver  general  therefor ;  said  bond  to  be  dis- 
charged by  a  receipt  produced  by  said  officer,  from  each  non-commis- 
sioned officer  and  private  soldier,  that  he  has  received  the  same  : 

And,  whereas,  this  Congress  have,  by  a  subsequent  resolve,  super- 
seded the  appointment  of  the  muster  masters  aforementioned,  and  di- 
rected that  Col.  Benjamin  Lincoln  and  Col.  Asa  Whitcomb  be  ap- 
pointed muster  masters  in  the  Massachusetts  army,  whose  business  it 
shall  be  to  pass  muster  on  every  soldier  that  should  be  enlisted  into 
the  said  army,  and  by  no  means  to  accept  of  any  but  such  as  are  able 
bodied  and  effective  men,  and  also  to  examine  their  arms  and  accou- 
trements, &c.,  [to  ascertain]  that  they  are  in  proper  order ;  and  said 
muster  masters  are  thereby  directed  and  empowered  to  receive  from 
Henry  Gardner,  Esq.,  receiver  general,  twenty  shillings,  lawful  money, 
for  each  and  every  non-commissioned  officer  and  private  soldier  then 
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mustered  and  sworn,  as  shall  appear  with  arms,  &c.,  and  shall  give 
bond  to  said  receiver  general,  with  sufficient  sureties,  for  such  moneys 
drawn  out  of  the  treasury,  and  shall  forthwith  pay  out  said  sum  of 
twenty  shillings,  advance  pay,  to  each  and  every  non-commissioned 
officer  and  private  soldier,  and  on  producing  receipts  from  them  to 
said  receiver  general,  said  bonds  shall  be  cancelled  :  and,  whereas,  it 
is  found  that  sufficient  ready  cash  cannot  be  obtained  so  soon  as  it  will 
be  needed  for  the  purpose  aforesaid ; 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  each  non-commissioned  officer  and  pri- 
vate soldier  aforesaid,  if  he  will  accept  the  same,  shall,  instead  of 
twenty  shillings  advance  pay,  upon  the  muster  aforesaid,  receive  forty 
shillings  advance  pay,  in  three  notes  on  interest,  from  the  receiver  gen- 
eral, to  be  paid  in  one  year  from  the  date  of  said  notes ;  and  that  for 
all  such  sums  as  the  said  Col.  Lincoln  and  Col.  Whitcomb  shall  re- 
ceive of  the  receiver  general,  in  notes  aforesaid,  they  give  bonds,  and 
that  such  bonds  be  discharged  by  receipts,  as  in  and  by  the  last  men- 
tioned resolve  is  directed. 

Ordered,  That  the  president,  Major  Hawley,  Gen.  Whitcomb,  Mr. 
Gerry,  Col.  Palmer,  Col.  Lincoln  and  Col.  Foster,  be  a  committee  to 
consider  what  measures  are  proper  to  be  taken  for  organizing  the  Mas- 
sachusetts army  in  the  most  etfectual  and  ready  manner. 

Resolved,  That  for  the  payment  of  advance  pay  to  the  Massachu- 
setts army,  there  be  issued  by  the  receiver  general,  on  the  credit  of 
this  colony,  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty-six  thousand  pounds,  lawful 
money,  in  notes  of  the  following  denominations,  viz.  :  of  twenty  shil- 
lings, of  eigliteen,  sixteen,  fifteen,  fourteen,  twelve,  ten,  nine,  and  of 
six  shillings  :  to  be  four  thousand,  three  hundred,  and  thirty-three,  of 
each  denomination,  and  no  more;  and  to  be  of  the  form  following,  viz. : 

Colony  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay. 
No.  May  25,  1775. 

The  possessor  of  this  note  shall  be  entitled  to  receive,  out  of  the 
pubHc  treasury  of  this  colony,  the  sum  of  shillings,  lawful 

money,  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  May,  A.  D.,  1776,  with  interest,  at 
the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum  ;  and  this  note  shall  be  received  in 
all  payments  at  the  treasury,  at  any  time  after  the  date  hereof,  for  the 
principal  sum,  without  interest,  if  so  paid  before  the  said  25th  day  of 
May,  A.  D.,  1776. 

Receiver  General. 
Which  notes  shall  be  received  in  all  payments  in  this  colony,  and  no 
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discount  or  abatement  shall  be  made  thereon,  in  any  payment,  trade,  or 
exchange  whatsoe\  er. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  practicability  of  providing 
chaplains  for  the  army,  reported;  the  report  nas  read,  and  recommit- 
ted. 

The  petition  of  Benjamin  Thompson  to  the  committee  of  safety, 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  subside. ^ 
Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  JNI. 

[Afternoon.] 

The  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  practicability 
of  providing  chaplains,  was  again  read  and  accepted,  and  is  as  follows, 
viz. : 

Whereas,  it  is  necessary  that  chaplains  should  be  appointed  in  the 
Massachusetts  army,  under  the  command  of  the  Hon.  Artenias  ^Vard, 
Esq.,  which,  if  appointed,  on  the  establishment  made  l)y  this  Conirre^s, 
will  greatly  enhance  the  colony  debt;  and,  whereas,  it  has  been  repre- 
sented to  this  Congress,  that  several  ministers  of  the  religious  as>cm- 
blies  within  this  colony,  have  expressed  their  willingness  to  attend  the 
army  aforesaid,  in  the  capacity  of  chaplains,  as  they  may  be  directed 
by  this  Congress;  therefore,  Kcsolvcd,  that  it  be,  and  it  is  herei>\  re- 
commended, to  the  ministers  of  the  several  religious  assemblies  within 
this  colony,  that,  with  the  leave  of  their  several  congregations,  they 
attend  said  army  in  their  several  ||"turns,||  to  the  number  of  thir- 
teen at  one  time,  during  the  time  the  army  shall  be  encamped,  and 
that  they  make  known  their  resolutions,  to  the  Congress,  thereon,  or 
to  the  committee  of  safety,  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  that  the  president  be  desired  to  deliver  to 
Gen.  Ward,  the  commission  prepared  for  him  by  this  Congress,  as  gen- 
eral and  commander  in  chief  of  the  Massachusetts  forces. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Brooks,  Col.  Mitchell,  Esquire  Rawson,  Es- 
quire Dix  and  Major  Bliss,  be  a  committee  to  examine  the  prisoner  at 
the  door,  brought  from  head  quarters,  and  report  some  order  to  be 
taken  thereon. 

The  president  communicated  to  the  Congress  the  request  of  the  se- 
lectmen of  Boston,  that  the  Congress  would  permit  Mr.  Hall  to  carry 

a  ||towns.|| 

(I)  -Mr.  Benjamin  Thompson,  of  Concord,  in  New  Hampshire,  represented,  that  he  had  been  ar- 
rested and  confined  in  Woburn,  upon  suspicion  of  bein;^  inimical  to  the  liberty  of  tlie  country:  that 
Uie  committee  of  correspondence  had  made  a  public  examination,  but  were  not  pleased  to  acquit  or 
condemn  him  :  that  his  personal  safety  and  reputation  dejicnded  on  a  thorough  and  impartial  iiivt'«- 
tig^ation  of  the  charges  against  him  :  and  prayed  the  committee  of  safety  to  take  the  subject  into 
consideration,  and  afford  him  a  full  and  fair  trial,  and  an  honorable  discharge  from  confinement. 
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two  loads  of  hay  into  Boston,  one  for  himself  and  one  for  another  per- 
son, (lieutenant  governor  Oliver;)  whereupon,  Ordered,  that  the  mes- 
senger in  waiting  jjfor  an  ansu'er||  be  dismissed. 

Resolved,  That  only  the  colonels  of  each  regiment  should  attend 
this  Congress  to  receive  their  commissions,  unless  they  should  be  in- 
disposed, or  otherwise  necessarily  prevented ;  in  which  case,  the  next 
field  officer  may  apply  for  his  commission,  and  commissions  for  the  in- 
ferior officers  in  his  regiment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Dexter  having,  by  order  of  Congress,  administered 
the  oath  to  Gen,  Ward,  his  commission  was  delivered  to  him  by  the 
president. 

The  following  commissions  were  likewise  delivered,  viz. :  to  Thom- 
as Cogswell,  John  Wood,  captains,  under  the  command  of  Col.  Ger- 
rish;  Ephraim  Doolittle,  colonel;  Ebenezer  Learned,  colonel;  Joseph 
Reed,  colonel ;  James  Bricket,  lieutenant  colonel,  under  Col.  James 
Fry;  Calvin  Smith,  major,  under  Col.  Joseph  Reed;  Danforth  Keyes, 
lieutenant  colonel,  Jonatiian  Ilolman,  major,  under  Col.  Ebenezer 
Learned;  Ebenezer  Clap,  lieutenant  colonel,  under  Col.  Joseph  Reed. 

Ordered,  Th^i  commissions  be  delivered  to  the  captains  of  Col. 
Fry's  regiment,  agreeably  to  a  list  exhibited. 

Resolved,  That  nine  o'clock,  next  Tuesday  morning,  be  assigned 
for  taking  into  consideration  the  expediency  of  giving  lieutenants' 
commissions  to  the  subaltern  oHicers. 

Resolved,  That  three  o'clock,  next  Tuesday  afternoon,  be  assigned 
to  consider  a  motion  made  by  Col.  Doolittle,  for  appointing  a  muster 
master  for  the  enlisted  companies  at  Northfield. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Brown  and  Esquire  Dix,  be  a  committee  to 
procure  a  guard  over  the  prisoners  |lbrought|l  from  head  quarters, 
and  that  the  guard  who  conducted  them  from  thence  be  now  re- 
leased. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  afternoon  at  four  o'clock. 

Sunday,  May  21, 1775,  A.  M. 
Met  at  four  o'clock,  and  adjourned  to  to-morrow  morning,  eight 
o'clock.! 

(1)  Frora  this  date  until  the  dissolution  of  the  second  Provincial  Congress,  no  journal  of  the  pro- 
ceedings is  pre3er*'cd.  The  fragments  on  the  following  pages,  have  been  gathered  from  the  papers 
on  the  files,  from  the  copies  of  resolves  certified  to  be  correct  by  Mr.  Secretary  Freeman,  and  from 
authorized  publications  in  the  prints  of  the  times.  These  relics  afford  a  very  imperfect  history  of 
the  doings  of  the  Congress  during  the  last  eight  days  of  its  existence,  and  excite  deep  regret  for  the 
loss  of  the  record,  which,  it  is  probable,  from  the  evidence  afforded  by  the  volumes  preserved,  was 
never  entered  in  regular  form  by  the  clerk. 
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Monday,  May  22,  1775. 

[The  committee  on  the  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  Deer  Island, 
reported  as  follows,  viz.  :] 

[The  committee  on  the  petition  of  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Deer  Island,  so  called,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  beg  leave  to  report, 
that  they  have  made  inquiry  of  the  bearer  of  the  petition,  Major  Low, 
and  find  that  the  people  there  are  greatly  in  want  of  provisions,  and 
ought  to  be  relieved :  but  whether  it  will  be  best  to  remove  them  from 
the  island,  or  to  supply  them  with  150  bushels  of  corn,  100  bushels  of 
potatoes,  2  barrels  of  pork,  20  cod  lines,  with  leads  and  hooks,  and  a 
small  quantity  of  salt,  we  submit  to  the  Congress.] 

[Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  this  report  be  deferred  until 
there  is  a  fuller  house.] 

[The  committee  appointed  to  consider  what  measures  should  be 
adopted  in  relation  to  the  estates  of  persons  unfriendly  to  the  country, 
reported  the  following  resolve,  which  was  accepted,  and  ordered  to  be 
published  in  the  newspapers  printed  in  Cambridge  and  Salem  :] 

[Whereas,  a  number  of  men,  some  of  whom  have,  in  times  p.ist,  by 
the  good  people  of  this  province,  been  raised  to  the  highest  places  of 
honor  and  trust,  have  become  inimical  to  this  colony  ;  and  mere- 
ly on  principles  of  avarice  have,  in  conjunction  with  the  late  Gov. 
Hutchinson,  been  trying  to  reduce  all  America  to  the  most  abject  state 
of  slavery  :  and  as  well  to  avoid  the  just  indignation  of  the  people,  as 
to  pursue  their  diabolical  plans,  have  fled  to  Boston,  and  other  places, 
for  refuge :] 

[Therefore,  Resolved,  That  those  persons,  among  whom  are  the 
mandamus  counsellors,  are  guilty  of  such  atrocious  and  unnatural 
crimes  against  their  country,  that  every  friend  to  mankind  ought  to 
forsake  and  detest  them,  until  they  shall  give  evidence  of  a  sincere  re- 
pentance, by  actions  worthy  of  men  and  christians  ;  and  that  no  per- 
son within  this  colony  shall  take  any  deed,  lease,  or  conveyance  what- 
ever, of  the  lands,  houses,  or  estates  of  such  persons.  And  it  is  here- 
by recommended  to  the  committee  of  inspection,  in  every  town  in 
this  colony,  to  see  this  resolve  fully  enforced,  unless  in  such  cases  as 
the  Congress  shall  otherwise  direct.] 

[A  letter  was  received  from  Gen.  Ward,  recommending  that  the  ord- 
nance, arms  and  ammunition,  mentioned  in  the  following  list,  be  im- 
mediately procured,  and  sent  to  head  quarters,  for  the  supply  of  the 
army  of  Massachusetts  :] 

[30  twenty-four  pounders,  and  if  that  number  of  cannon  cannot  be 
32 
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obtained,  that  the  weight  of  metal  be  made  up  with  eighteen  pounders, 
double  fortilied :  10  twelve  pounders:  IS  nine  pounders:  21,600 
pounds  of  powder,  and  80  balls  for  each  gun  :  1500  stands  of  arms  : 
20,000  pounds  of  musket  powder  :  40,000  pounds  of  lead  :  1700  iron 
pots  :] 

[Ordered,  That  the  letter  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  safety.] 
[The  Congress  having  requested  the  Rev.  Doct.  Langdon  to  deliver 
a  sermon  before  the  next  Massachusetts  Congress,  at  their  meeting  in 
Watertown,  on  the  last  Wednesday  of  this  month,  and  he  having  sig- 
nified that  he  will  comply  with  such  request :] 

[Ihsolvcd,  That  it  is  the  desire  of  this  Congress,  that  the  reverend 
ministers  of  the  gospel  in  this  colony,  would  assemble  at  that  time, 
agreeably  to  their  ancient  custom,  and  hold  a  convention  as  usual,  if 
they  think  proper :  as,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Congress,  the  cause  of 
religion,  and  the  political  interest  of  this  colony,  may  be  served  by 
such  meeting.] 

[Ordered,  That  the  secretary  be  directed  to  cause  the  foregoing  res- 
olution to  be  published  in  the  newspapers,  as  soon  as  may  be.] 

[A  letter  was  received  from  the  committee  of  safety,  inclosing  a 
communication  from  Col.  Benedict  Arnold,  giving  information  of  the 
surrender  of  Ticonderoga.]i 

[Ordered,  That  the  following  letter  to  Col.  Arnold,  reported  by  a 
committee,  be  accepted,  signed  by  the  secretary,  and  forwarded  in  the 
name  and  behalf  of  this  Congress,  as  soon  as  may  be.] 

[Sir: — This  Congress  have  this  day  received  your  letter  of  the  11th 
instant,  informing  the  committee  of  safety  of  the  reduction  of  the  fort 
at  Ticonderoga,  with  its  dependencies,  which  was  laid  before  this  Con- 
gress by  said  connnittee.  We  applaud  tlie  conduct  of  the  troops,  and 
esteem  it  a  very  valuable  acquisition,] 

[We  thank  you  for  your  exertions  in  the  cause,  and  considering  the 
situation  of  this  colony  at  this  time,  having  a  formidable  army  in  the 
heart  of  it,  whose  motions  nuist  be  constantly  attended  to;  and  as  the 
aflairs  of  that  expedition  began  in  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  and  the 
cause  being  common  to  us  all,  we  have  already  written  to  the  general 
assembly  of  that  colony,  to  take  the  whole  matter  respecting  the  same 
under  their  care  and  direction,  until  the  advice  of  the  Continental 
Congress  can  be  had  in  that  behalf,  a  copy  of  which  letter  we  now  en- 
close you.] 

[The  president  communicated  the  following  letter  from  the  Hon* 
James  Russell,  commissioner  of  imposts  :] 

(1)  The  letteis  of  Col.  ArnolJ  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 
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[Charlestown,  May  l^th,  1775. 
To  Joseph  Warren,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Provincial  Congress, 
Sir  : — I  yesterday,  by  Major  Fuller,  Mr.  Whittemore  and  Mr.  Bliss, 
received  a  resolve  of  the  Congress,  appointing  them  a  conmiittee  to  call 
on  me,  to  know  whether  I  have  any  of  the  public  n»oneys  in  my  hands; 
in  answer  thereto,  I  would  desire  you.  Sir,  to  inform  the  Provincial 
Congress,  that  the  light  money,  for  several  years  past,  since  the  in- 
crease of  light  houses,  and  more  especially  since  the  obstructions  of 
the  last  year  upon  our  trade,  has  not  been  sufficient  to  defray  the  ex- 
pense of  said  houses;  and  I  have,  consequently,  been  under  a  necessi- 
ty to  apply  the  money  arising  from  the  impost  for  that  purpose.  Ever 
since  I  received  the  favors  of  my  country  in  being  chosen  to  the  im- 
post office,  I  have  done  all  in  my  power  to  discharge  my  duty  therein, 
to  their  satisfaction.  The  means  of  procuring  oil,  by  tlie  unh;:ppy 
and  increasing  troubles  of  our  country,  appearing  very  uncertain  and 
precarious,  I  have  endeavored  to  j)urchase  as  large  a  stock  as  I  could  ; 
and  as  the  impost  bill  expired  on  the  first  of  March  last,  the  jMiblic 
moneys  I  have  in  my  hands,  will  not  be  more  than  sufficient  to  enable 
me  to  pay  for  the  oil  contracted  for,  to  complete  the  stock  for  the 
present  year. 

I  am  your  most  humble  servant, 

James  Russell.] 

{Order ccl,T\\dX  Doct.  Taylor,  Mr.  Hale  and  Mr.  Kollock,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  take  the  foregoing  letter  into  consideration,  and,  in  particu- 
lar, to  inquire  into  Mr.  Russell's  right  of  making  the  contract  therein 
mentioned,  and  the  circumstances  of  it,  and  report  as  soon  as  may  be.] 

Tuesday,  Alay  23,  1775. 

[The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  letter  from  Brownfield, 
reported,  that  they  find  by  the  bearer  of  the  letter,  that  the  inhabitants 
have  some  arms,  powder,  &:,c  ,  and  are  not  in  immediate  danger,  ex- 
cept from  indians,  who  are  friendly  at  present ;  and  the  state  of  our 
affairs  calls  for  such  large  supplies,  that  the  consideration  of  their  re- 
quest should  be  deferred  till  the  sitting  of  the  next  Congress.] 

[The  report  was  accepted,  and  Mr.  Israel  flobart  was  directed  to 
inform  the  bearer  of  the  letter  of  the  action  of  the  Congress  thereon.] 

[The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  respecting  the  dep- 
redations of  the  British  troops  on  the  islands  and  sea  coasts,  reported 
as  follows  :] 
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[Whereas,  the  forces  under  the  command  of  general  Gage  and  ad- 
miral Graves,  are  frequently  plundering  and  making  depredations  on 
the  islands  and  sea  coasts  of  this  province,  from  whence  they  plunder 
or  purchase  hay,  cattle,  sheep,  and  many  other  things,  to  the  injury, 
not  only  of  individuals  but  also  to  the  great  damage  of  the  public,  and 
thus  strengthen  the  hands  of  our  enemies :] 

[Therefore,  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  towns 
and  districts  on  the  sea  coasts  of  this  colony,  and  to  all  those  persons 
living  on  tlie  several  islands  on  said  coasts,  that  they  remove  their  hay, 
cattle,  sheep,  &:c.,  that  are  exposed  to  those  ravages,  and  cannot  be 
sufficiently  guarded,  so  far  into  the  country  as  to  be  out  of  the  way  of 
those  implacable  enemies  to  this  j)eople.  Also,  that  it  be  recommend- 
ed to  the  committees  of  correspondence  in  each  town  and  district,  and 
to  the  selectmen  where  no  such  committee  is  chosen,  that  they  take 
effectual  care  that  this  resolve  be  immediately  and  strictly  put  into  ex- 
ecution, and  that  all  persons  who  refuse  to  comply  with  the  aforegoing 
resolve,  shall  be  held  as  incorrigible  enemies  to  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  this  country.] 

[This  report  being  read  and  amended,  Ordered,  That  the  further 
consideration  thereof  be  referred  to  the  next  Provincial  Congress.] 

[Whereas,  Edward  How  hath  been  brought  before  this  Congress, 
and  charged  with  crimes  committed  in  the  camp,  and  as  this  Congress 
do  adjudge  the  head  quarters  of  the  army  to  be  the  most  suitable  and 
proper  place  to  try  the  said  Edward,  and  determine  what  is  adequate 
to  his  demerits  :] 

[Therefore,  Rcsolred,  That  the  said  Edward  How,  be  sent  under  a 
guard  to  head  quarters,  and  that  he  be  there  dealt  with  as  the  nature 
of  his  offence  doth  require.] 

[Ordered,  That  Capt,  Brown  be  directed  to  see  that  said  How  is 
sent  to  head  quarters,  with  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolve.] 

[Whereas,  Thomas  Nichols,  a  negro  man,  hath  been  brought  before 
this  Congress,  and  there  being  no  evidence  to  prove  any  matters  or 
things  alleged  against  him  :] 

[Therefore,  Resolved,  That  the  said  Thomas  be  sent  to  the  town  or 
district  where  he  belongs,  and  that  the  committee  of  correspondence, 
or  selectmen  of  said  town  or  district,  take  such  care  of  the  said 
Thomas,  that  he  may  be  dealt  with  as  they,  in  their  judgment,  shall 
think  proper.] 

[Ordered,  That  Capt.  Kingsbury  be  directed  to  appoint  some  per- 
sons to  conduct  the  abovementioned  negro  to  Natick,  agreeably  to  the 
foregoing  resolve.] 
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[The  committee  appointed  to  consider  what  further  measures  are 
necessary  to  be  taken  for  the  organization  of  the  army,  presented  their 
report,  which  was  read,  accepted,  and  is  as  follows:] 

[The  committee  appointed  on  the  20th  of  May  current,  to  consider 
what  further  orders  are  necessary  to  be  taken  and  passed,  that  the 
army  now  raising  by  this  province,  for  the  necessary  defence  tliereot, 
may  be  effectually  officered  and  organized,  have  attended  tliat  j^ervice, 
and  beg  leave  to  report,  that  they  are  humbly  of  opinion,  tiiat,  for  the 
end  aforesaid,  it  is  necessary  that,  over  and  above  tiie  general  already 
appointed  for  the  said  army,  and  cotnmissioned  by  Congress,  tlie  fol- 
lowing officers,  not  yet  ordered  by  Congress,  sliould  be  chosen  and 
commissioned,  to  wit :  one  lieutenant  general,  two  major  generals, 
four  brigadiers  generals,  two  adjutants  generals,  and  two  (juarler  mas- 
ter generals ;  and  that  this  Congress,  before  they  shall  rise,  and 
as  soon  as  shall  l)e  convenient,  proceed  to  choose  and  commission 
such  lieutenant  general ;  but  that  the  choice  of  the  rest  of  the  otlicers 
above  specified,  should  be  referred  to  the  beginning  of  the  tirst  session 
of  the  next  Congress:  and  they  beg  leave  to  sui)joiii,  as  their  ojniiiun, 
that  it  will  be  proper  that  such  brigadiers  general  should  be  chosen 
and  taken,  of  and  from  among  the  colonels,  who  may  be  commission- 
ed by  Congress. 

All  which  is  humbly  submitted  by  your  committee,  who  ask  leave  to 
sit  again. 

Joseph  Hawley,  per  order.] 

Wednesday,  3Iay  24,  1775. 
[Ebenezer  Cutler,  of  Northborough,  having  been  brought  before 
this  Congress,  on  complaint  of  sundry  persons,  for  uttering  sundry  ex- 
pressions against  the  liberties  of  the  good  people  of  this  colony,  and 
the  same  having  been  inquired  of  by  a  committee,  who  reported, 
among  other  matters,  that  all  the  expressions  of  which  he  is  accused, 
were  uttered  some  time  ago,  and  that  the  said  Ebenezer  had  requested 
that  he  might  have  the  same  privilege  of  going  into  the  town  of  Bos- 
ton, without  his  effects,  as  other  persons  have,  by  the  order  of  Con- 
gress :] 

[The  report  was  accepted,  and  it  was  fcliereupon  Resolved,  that  he 
have  liberty  for  so  doing.] 

[Mr.  Gerry,  from  the  committee  to  consider  the  propriety  of  ap- 
pointing some  additional  armourers,  reported  as  follows,  viz.  :] 

[Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  supplies  be  empowered  and  di- 
rected to  appoint  such  and  so  many  armourers,  in  addition  to  those 
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already  appointed,  as  may  be  wanted  by  the  army  of  this  colony ;  pro- 
vided the  whole  number,  including  those  already  appointed,  shall  not 
exceed  fifteen,  and  that  the  said  armourers,  as  also  those  already  ap- 
pointed by  the  committee  of  safety,  shall  each  receive  four  pounds  per 
month,  and  be  entitled  to  billeting  as  soldiers,  they  providing  their 
own  tools ;  and  the  said  armourers  are  hereby  directed  to  keep  true 
accounts  of  the  expense  of  repairing  the  fire  arms  of  the  soldiers,  to 
qualify  them  to  pass  muster.  And  the  committee  of  supplies  are  here- 
by empowered  and  directed  to  discharge  such  armourers  as  are  or  may 
hereafter  be  appointed,  when  they  shall  think  it  for  the  interest  of  the 
colony  so  to  do.] 

[The  report  being  read  and  amended.  Ordered,  that  Mr.  Whitte- 
more,  Capt.  Dwiglit  and  Mr.  Kollock,  be  a  committee  to  bring  in  a 
resolve  for  the  appointment  of  a  number  of  armourers  as  aforesaid, 
and  for  the  establishment  of  tlieir  i)ny.] 

[It  being  made  to  a{)pear  to  this  Congress,  that  the  major  part  of  the 
committee,  appointed  to  e'll'cct  the  removal  of  the  poor  of  the  town  of 
Boston,  to  the  place  to  which  they  are  destinedj  are  removed  out  of 
the  towns  of  Charlcstown  and  Roxbury  to  which  they  belonged  ;  Re- 
solved, that  rilessrs.  Isaac  Foster,  Nathaniel  Gorham,  Edward  Good- 
win, John  Frothin'jham,  Jo.se{)h  Hopkins,  Col.  Joseph  Williams,  Mr. 
Nathaniel  Patten,  Mr.  Lewis  Fay,  Mr.  James  Bridge,  Jr.,  Major  Na- 
thaniel Ruggles,  IMr.  Noah  Brown,  Mr.  William  Gridley,  or  any  three 
of  them,  being  present,  be  a  committee  for  all  the  purposes,  and  with 
all  the  powers,  to  wliich  the  said  committee  were  appointed.] 

[And  it  being  also  made  to  appear,  that  said  committee  cannot  pro- 
ceed unless  further  provision  be  made  in  that  behalf ;  therefore,  Re- 
solved, that  said  committee,  or  any  three  of  them,  shall  have  full  power 
to  procure,  upon  the  credit  of  this  colony,  in  the  most  frugal  manner, 
as  much  provision  as  they  shall  find  necessary  to  support  those  poor 
persons  to  the  places  of  their  destination  ;  and  the  said  committee  are 
further  empowered  to  procure  teams  to  carry  such  persons  and  their 
effects  to  those  places ,  and  if  such  teams  cannot  be  hired,  to  impress 
them  for  that  service,  and  all  the  charges  arising  by  the  measures  be- 
fore directed,  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  donations  to  the  poor  of  said 
town  of  Boston,  now  in  the  hands  of  the  committee  who  were  ap- 
pointed to  receive  and  dispose  thereof;  and  if  that  should  be  insuffi- 
cient, the  remainder  shall  be  paid  by  this  colony ;  and  the  committee 
hereby  appointed  to  the  service  aforesaid,  are  hereby  directed  to  lay 
before  the  next  Congress,  an  account  of  the  charges  arising  in  pursu- 
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aiice  of  the  above  commission,  that  whatever  shall  appear  to  be  rea- 
sonable and  just,  may  be  liquidated  and  allowed. ]i 

[Ordered,  That  Col.  Joseph  Cushing,  Mr.  Ellis  and  Mr.  Crane,  be 
a  committee  to  fill  up  and  deliver  to  the  colonels  of  eacli  regiment, 
the  commissions  for  the  oflicers  of  their  respective  regiments,  when 
said  committee  shall  be  notified,  by  the  secretary  of  this  Congress,  tiiat 
the  Congress  have  approved  of  the  persons  to  be  commih«sioned  ;  and 
that  blank  commissions  be  put  in  the  hands  of  said  committee,  prop- 
erly authenticated,  for  that  purpose  ;  imd  that  when  said  connnissions 
are  filled  up,  they  be  delivered  by  said  committee  to  the  colonel,  on 
his  applying  for  the  same,  he  engaging  that  he  will  not  deliver  such 
commissions  to  the  respective  ofHcers,  until  they  shall  have  taken  the 
oath  appointed  to  be  taken  by  them,  by  order  of  this  Congress ;  and 
that  William  Holden,  Esq.,  be  appointed  to  administer  the  oath  to  tiie 
oHicers  stationed  at  Roxbury,  and  James  Prescott,  Es(}.,  be  appointed 
to  administer  the  oath  to  the  olHcers  stationed  at  Cambridge.] 

[The  conunittec  appointed  to  prepare  an  address  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  relative  to  an  issue  of  notes  by  said  colony, 
reported.   The  address  was  read  and  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. :] 

[To  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  ;] 
[Friends  and  Fellow  Countrymen  : — With  great  satisfaction 
we  bear  public  testimony  of  your  disposition  to  serve  the  glorious 
cause  in  which  America  is  now  engaged,  evidenced  by  your  readiness 
to  supply,  on  the  credit  of  the  colony,  many  necessary  articles  for  the 
use  of  the  army,  and  in  various  other  ways;  by  which  you  have  given 
convincing  proofs  that  you  are  heartily  disposed  to  maintain  the  public 
liberty.] 

[The  cause,  we  have  not  the  least  doubt,  if  you  continue  to  exert 
yourselves  in  conjunction  with  our  sister  colonies,  will  finally  prevail.] 

[This  Congress  have  opened  a  subscrij)tion  for  one  hundred  thousand 
pouFids,  lawful  money,  for  which  tiie  receiver  general  is  directed  to  is- 
sue notes,  on  interest,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  pavable 
in  June,  1777;  and  as  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  money 
be  immediately  obtained,  that  the  public  credit  may  not  suffer,  we 
most  earnestly  recommend  to  such  of  you  as  have  cash  in  your  hands, 
which  you  can  spare  from  the  necessary  supplies  of  your  families,  that 
you  would  lend  the  same  to  the  colony,  by  which  you  will  put  it  in 

(1)  On  llic  sheet  containing  the  foregoing  resolves,  arc  en.lorsed  tlie  following  nanios :  .Mr.  Fi»h- 
er,  Col.  Ilrirrett,  Capt.  Homes,  Hon.  Col.  Powers,  Mr.  Sawyer,  lion.  Mr.  Dexter,  Col.  Hroiit,  .Mr. 
Webster.    .Mr.  Sayer  was  subsequently  »uljstitut0(l  for  Mr.  Dexter. 
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our  power  to  carry  into  effect  the  measures  undertaken  for  the  salva- 
tion of  the  country.] 

[That  the  army  should  be  well  supplied  with  every  article  necessary 
for  the  most  effectual  military  operations,  you  must  all  be  sensible  ; 
and  that  if  we  should  fail  herein,  it  may  prove  ruinous  and  destructive 
to  the  community,  whose  safety,  under  God,  depends  upon  their  vigor- 
ous exertions.] 

[As  you  have  already,  in  many  instances,  nobly  exerted  yourselves, 
this  Congress  have  not  the  smallest  doubt,  but  that  you  will,  with 
great  cheerfulness,  crown  all,  with  furnishing  as  nmch  cash  as  will  be 
necessary  for  the  good  purposes  before  mentioned,  especially  when  it 
is  considered,  that  there  are  now  no  ways  of  improving  money  in 
trade,  and  that  there  is  the  orrcatest  probability,  that  the  other  colonies 
will  give  a  ready  currency  to  the  notes,  which  will  render  them,  in  one 
respect  at  least,  on  a  better  footing  than  any  notes  heretofore  issued 
in  this  colony.  If  you  should  furnish  the  money  that  is  now  needed, 
you  will  perform  a  meritorious  service  for  your  country,  and  prove 
yourselves  sincerely  ntiached  to  its  interests;  but,  if  an  undue  caution 
should  prevent  your  doing  this  essential  service  to  the  colony,  the  total 
loss,  both  of  your  liberties  and  tliat  very  property  which  you,  by  re- 
taining it,  affect  to  save,  may  be  the  unhappy  consequence  ;  it  being 
past  all  controversy  that  the  destruction  of  individuals  must  be  involved 
in  that  of  the  public] 

Thursday,  May  25,  1775. 

[The  conunittee  ordered  to  inspect  the  several  towns  and  district 
stocks  of  powder,  and  consider  what  towns  are  well  stocked,  and  what 
proportion  they  could  spare  for  the  public  service,  have  attended  that 
business,  and  beg  leave  tu  rejmrt  the  followiiiir  proportion,  viz.  :] 

[Suffolk — Roxbury  3  barrels,  Medfield  1,  Wrentham  4,  Stoughton  1, 
Medwny  1,  Walpole  1.  /Js.sYr — Marblehead  3,  Newburyport  3,  New- 
bury 1,  Andover  2,  Haverhill  2,  Bradford  1-2,  Boxford  1-2.  Middle- 
sex— Cambridge  3,  Charlestown  3  3-4,  Marlborough  3,  Framingham 
2,  Littleton  1-2,  Chelmsford  1  1-2,  Sudbury  2,  Weston  1,  Westford 
1-2,  Groton  1,  Townshend  1-2,  Dracut  1,  Stow  1-2.  Plymouth — 
Bridgewater  4,  Middleborough  1.  ^VorcestFr — Worcester  1,  Lancas- 
ter 1,  Mendon  2  1-2,  Brookfield  3,  Oxford  I  1-2,  Charlton  1-2,  Sutton 
2  1-2,  Leicester  1,  Westborough  1  1-2,  Shrewsbury  2  1-2,  Lunenburg 
1,  Bolton  1.    Total— Ql  3-4  barrels. 

Daniel  Thurston,  jocr  order.'j 

[Upon  the  foregoing  report.  Ordered,  that  the  committee  who 
brought  in  said  report,  be  directed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  in  conformity 
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thereto,  and  that  it  be  inserted  in  the  resolve,  that  the  towns  shall  be 
respectively  paid  for  what  powder  is  drawn  Iroin  their  several  towns 
stock,  or  have  it  replaced,  and  that  each  town  be  notified  of  the  quan- 
tity respectively  to  be  taken  from  its  stock.] 

[The  committee  reported  a  resolve  as  directed,  which  was  read  and 
accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz.  :  Resolved,  that  there  be  drafted  out 
of  the  town  stocks  of  powder  from  each  respective  town  aforesaid, 
the  quantity  of  powder  affixed  to  the  name  of  the  town,  for  the  use  of 
the  army  in  the  defence  of  the  colony,  and  that  it  be  replaced  as  soon 
as  the  state  of  the  colony  magazine  will  admit  of  it,  or  otherwise  paid 
for  in  money,  and  that  the  selectmen  of  each  town  be  forthwith  served 
with  an  account  of  the  draft  made  on  their  town,  and  that  they  imme- 
diately deliver  it  to  the  committee  of  supplies,  or  their  order.] 

[The  committee  of  safety  having  represented  to  this  Congress,  thai 
considerable  dilliculty  exists  in  the  adjusiment  of  Ccn.  ^Vard's  regi- 
ment, in  consequence  of  the  pretensions  of  Col.  Joseph  Henshaw  aiwi 
Col.  Jonathan  Ward  to  the  post  of  lieutenant  colonel  in  said  regiment, 
it  was  Ordtred,  that  said  representation,  as  also  the  memorial  of  Col. 
Henshaw,  setting  forth  his  claims  to  said  post,  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee. The  committee  having  considered  the  matter,  reported  a  re- 
solve, which  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows :] 

[Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  Congress,  that  Col.  Ward  is  best 
entitled  to  receive  the  commission  as  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  regi- 
ment, which  right  was  disputed  by  Lieut.  Col.  Henshaw.] 

[Ordered,  That  the  Hon.  Mr.  Dexter  be  desired  to  attend  his  duty 
on  the  committee  for  countersigning  the  treasurer's  notes,  immedi- 
ately.] 

[Mr.  Dexter  transmitted  the  following  letter  to  the  Congress,  which 
was  ordered  to  be  read.] 

[Dedham,  3Iai/  25,  1775. 
Honored  Gentlemen: — I  was  under  the  necessity  to  come  home 
last  evening.  Had  I  been  at  Congress  to-day,  and  been  as  unwell  as 
I  am  at  present,  I  should  have  very  poorly  performed  my  duty  respect- 
ing the  notes.  I  found  myself  so  indisposed  this  morning,  that  I  ven- 
tured to  conclude  to  tarry  till  to-morrow  morning  at  home,  and  sick 
or  well,  will  endeavor  to  be  early  at  Watertown  for  that  purpose. 
With  much  regard,  I  am  your  very  humble  servant, 

S.  Dexter.] 

[The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  petition  of 
several  persons  at  Roxbury,  reported  verbally,  that  it  is  the  opmion 
33 
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of  the  committee,  that  the  said  petition  be  sent  to  Gen.  Thomas,  and 
that  he  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  complaint  therein 
contained,  and  take  proper  measures  for  their  redress.] 
[The  report  was  accepted.] 

[The  following  letter  was  received  from  Gen.  Thomas,  and  ordered 
to  be  read.] 

[RoxBURv  Camp,  May  25,  1775. 
Gentlemen  : — 1  have  had  the  honor  of  being  informed  by  your 
committee,  that  the  honorable  Congress  have  made  choice  of  me  as 
lieutenant  general  of  the  Mas>achusetts  army,  and  to  know  whether  I 
would  accept  that  trust.  I  am  sensible  of  the  great  importance  of  the 
office,  and  of  my  inability  of  discharging  that  duty,  but  since  you 
have  done  me  the  honor  of  appointing  me  to  that  important  office, 
shall  accept  of  the  same,  and  attend  the  Congress  to-morrow. 
I  am,  gentlemen,  with  the  mo>t  profound  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

John  Thomas. 

To  the  honorable  Provincial  Cong-rcss.'\ 

[The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  an  application  from  the  offi- 
cers of  the  army,  respecting  al)sconding  soldiers,  reported.  The  re- 
port was  read,  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz.  :  Whereas,  application 
hath  been  made  to  this  Congress,  by  some  of  the  officers  of  the  army, 
that  some  effectual  method  may  be  taken  for  the  speedy  return  of  ab- 
sconding soldiers,  or  such  as  shall  tarry  beyond  the  time  limited  by 
furlough:  therefore,  Ilcsolcid,  that  it  be,  and  it  hereby  is  recommend- 
ed, to  the  committees  of  correspondence  in  the  several  towns  and  dis- 
tricts in  this  colony,  or  to  the  selectmen,  where  no  such  committees 
are  appointed,  that  they  take  etlectual  care  that  such  absconding  or 
delinquent  soldiers  be  immediately  sent  back  to  their  respective  regi- 
ments.] 

Friday,  IMay  26,  1775. 
[The  Hon.  Joseph  Hawley,  from  the  committee  to  prepare  a  letter  to 
the  Provincial  Congress  of  New  York,  now  sitting  in  that  colony,  re- 
ported the  following,  which  was  accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  forward- 
ed.] 

[Watertowx,  3Iai/  26,  1775. 
Gentlemen  : — Enclosed  are  copies  of  a  letter  from  Col.  Arnold, 
and  a  list  of  military  stores  at  Ticonderoga.^    You  cannot  fail  to  ob- 


(1)  The  letters  of  Col.  Arnold,  and  the  other  docunienta  relating  to  the  captiire  of  Ticonderoga, 
will  be  inserted  in  the  Appendix. 
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serve,  that  Mr.  Arnold,  for  the  defence  of  this  colony,  is  endeavoring 
that  such  ordnance  as  ho  judges  can  be  spared  from  that  quarter, 
should  be  transported  to  the  army  in  this  colony.  This  step  is  taken 
in  consequence  of  orders  given  to  him  by  our  committee  of  safety. 
Perhaps  this  may  appear  to  you  extraordinary,  but,  we  trust,  you  will 
candidly  overlook  such  a  mistake,  if  it  be  one,  made  in  the  hurry  and 
confusion  of  war,  and,  we  most  solemnly  declare  to  you,  that  this 
Congress,  and  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony,  are  at  the  utmost  remove 
from  any  disposition  or  design  to  make  any  the  least  infraction  upon, 
or  usurpation  of,  the  jurisdiction  of  any  of  our  sister  colonies ;  and  if 
any  of  those  cannon,  fcc,  taken  at  the  Lake  Champlain,  should  hap- 
pen, through  the  exertions  of  enterprising  spirits,  to  be  brought  within 
the  allowed  limits  of  this  colony,  and  come  to  our  use,  we  shall  hold 
ourselves  accountable  for  them  to  the  representatives  of  the  continent, 
and  whenever  they  shall  inform  us  that  they  arc  needed  for  the  fjeneral 
defence,  at  any  other  part  of  the  continent,  than,  in  thi>  colxtiy,  we 
shall  endeavor,  that  they  be  removed  thither  with  the  utino>t  de-jtatch.] 
[Gentlemen  and  brethren  :  could  yoti  have  seen  the  liorrid  devasta- 
tion and  carnage  in  this  colony,  committed  l)y  ministerial  trooj)-,  tho>c 
sons  of  violence,  who  have  got  some  footing  in  this  colony,  the  breach 
of  a  most  solemn  treaty  with  respect  to  the  inhabitants  of  Boston, 
when  they  had  surrendered  their  arms,  and  put  themselves  wholly  in 
the  power  of  a  military  commander,  relying  upon  his  faith  then 
pledged,  that  they  should  immediately  depart  from  the  town  with  their 
effects,  as  stipulated,  which  was  no  sooner  done,  than  they  were  not 
only  refused  liberty  to  carry  out  the  most  valuable  part  of  those  efi'ects, 
but  their  persons  were  detained  under  the  most  idle  pretences,  and 
suffered  only  to  scatter  from  their  prison,  a  few  in  a  day,  hardly  to  be 
seen  or  noticed;  we  say,  gentlemen,  could  you  see  and  realize  these 
scenes  of  distress,  you  could  not  refrain  one  moment  from  doing  every 
thing  in  your  power  to  prevent  the  like  distress  from  happening  to 
your  mrtropolis,  and  availing  yourselves  of  every  article  which  our  en- 
emies can  improve  with  the  least  advantage  to  themselves  for  effecting 
the  like  desolation,  horrors  and  insults,  on  the  inhabitants  of  your  city 
and  colony,  or  which  might  enable  you  to  make  the  most  effectual  de- 
fence.] 

[Have  you  not,  gentlemen,  divers  of  those  articles,  as  it  were,  under 
your  hand  ?  If  you  should  delay  securing  them  until  they  .'-hould  be 
out  of  your  power,  and,  within  a  few  days,  you  should  behold  tho>e 
very  materials  improved  in  murdering  you,  and  yourselves  pt-ii^hing 
for  the  want  of  them,  will  not  the  chagrin  and  regret  be  intolerable 
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Brethren,  pardon  our  importunity.  It  is  our  own  case.  We  behold 
Castle  William,  and  realize  the  ample  warlike  provisions  and  apparatus 
therein,  held  by  our  enemies,  to  our  infinite  and  inexpressible  mortifi- 
cation. We  wish  to  Heaven  that  you  may  be  timely  admonished  by 
the  consequences  of  our  delay. 

We  are,  &c.] 

[The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  Hon.  James 
Russell,  reported  the  following  resolve,  which  was  accepted.] 

[Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  James  Russell,  Esq.  be,  and  he  hereby  is 
duected,  immediately  to  call  in  all  the  public  moneys  committed  to  his 
care  as  impost  officer,  and  pay  the  same  to  Henry  Gardner,  Esq.,  re- 
ceiver general  of  this  province.] 

[It  having  been  represented  to  this  Congress,  that  it  would  be  agree- 
able to  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony  of  New  Hampshire,  that  the  post 
rider  on  the  road  from  Cambridge  to  Haverhill,  should  extend  his 
route  to  the  town  of  Exeter,  to  meet  the  post  rider  from  Portsmouth 
to  that  place,  and  a  post  office  having  been  appointed  at  Exeter,  by  the 
inhabitants  of  New  Hampshire :] 

[Resolved,  That  the  route  of  the  post  rider  from  Cambridge  be  ex- 
tended to  said  Exeter,  so  long  as  it  shall  be  found  to  be  expedient,  or 
until  the  Massachusetts  or  New  Hampshire  Congress,  or  future  house 
of  representatives,  shall  otherwise  order.] 

[Whereas,  it  appears  to  this  Congress,  that  although  divers  able 
bodied  and  effiictive  men,  who  have  enlisted  into  the  Massachusetts 
army,  are  either  not  furnished  with  arms  and  accoutrements,  or  with 
such  only  as  are  insufficient  for  yse,  yet,  that  it  will  be  for  the  public 
service  that  such  men  be  accepted  :] 

[Therefore,  Resolved,  That  the  resolve  of  this  Congress,  passed  on 
the  6th  instant,  be  so  far  reconsidered,  that  the  muster  masters  be,  and 
they  hereby  are  directed,  to  accept  of  all  such  able  bodied  and  effec- 
tive men,  and  muster  them  accordingly,  any  thing  contained  in  the 
aforementioned  resolve  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding ;  and  that  the 
several  muster  masters  be,  and  hereby  are  directed,  to  make  a  return 
to  this  or  some  future  congress,  or  liouse  of  representatives,  of  the 
names  of  such  soldiers  as  shall  be  found  deficient  in  arms  and  accou- 
trements, and  also  of  the  names  of  the  towns  to  which  they  respec- 
tively belong.] 

[Upon  a  representation  of  the  committee  of  safety,  that  Mr.  Jona- 
than Brewer,  of  Waltham,  has,  contrary  to  the  orders  of  said  commit- 
tee, undertaken  to  enlist  a  company  of  rangers,  has  made  use  of  artifices 
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and  impositions  to  obtain  said  enlistments,  and  that  he  has  also  seized 
and  retained  possession  of  horses  and  certain  real  estate,  the  private 
property  of  various  individuals,  and  converted  the  same  to  his  own 
use,  whereby  he  has  disqualified  himself  for  the  command  of  a  regi- 
ment, it  was  Ordered,  that  the  matter  be  referred  to  Doct.  Perkins, 
Mr.  Kollock  and  I\Ir.  Bent.] 

[The  committee  appointed  to  consider  of  the  charges  alleged 
-  against  Mr.  Jonathan  Brewer,  by  the  honorable  committee  of  safety, 
having  attended  that  service,  beg  leave  to  report  the  defence  of  said 
Brewer,  viz.  :  that  he,  the  said  Brewer,  absolutely  denies  the  charge 
of  seducing  men,  belonging  to  other  corps,  to  enlist  in  his  regiment, 
or  any  of  the  companies  thereof  As  to  the  taking  the  horses  of  Cols. 
Jones  and  Taylor,  he  acknowledges  his  thus  doing,  and  thinks  himself 
justified  therein,  by  furthering  the  service  of  tlie  province  in  which  he 
was  engaged,  that  he  had  used  them  some  time  past  in  that  way,  and 
on  Saturday  last  past  had  returned  Jones's  liorse.] 

[He  also  owns  the  leasing  part  of  said  Jones's  estate,  and  takiuii  se- 
curity ;  which  security,  he  says,  was  in  the  keeping  of  one  Capt.  But- 
ler ;  that  he  had  proceeded  in  the  affair  merely  from  a  princi[)Io  of 
saving  the  improvement  of  one  jMr.  Jennison,  (whose  lands  were  con- 
tiguous to  those  of  said  Jones,)  and  which  were  exposed  by  a  neglect 
of  said  Jones  in  keeping  up  sufficient  fences.  Said  Jennison,  (as 
Brewer  says,)  supposing,  if  he  would  thus  dispose  of  the  above  leased 
land  to  him,  he  could  fence  and  improve  it  without  molestation.  And 
that  the  committee  can  proceed  no  further,  unless  they  are  enabled,  by 
hearing  the  full  of  the  evidence  supposed  to  support  the  complaint. 

Per  order  :  Richard  Perkins,  Chairman.'] 

Saturday,  J\lay  27,  1775. 

[Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  safety  be  directed  to  write  to  Col. 
Arnold,  and  inform  him  that  it  is  his  duty  to  conform  himself  to  such 
advices  and  orders  as  he  shall  receive  from  this  Congress.] 

[Doct,  Richard  Perkins,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine 
into  the  complaint  against  lieutenant  colonel  Brown,  setting  forth  that 
said  Col.  Brown  has,  at  various  times  and  places,  used  language  disre- 
spectful to  the  Congress,  and  tending  to  lessen  and  bring  into  con- 
tempt the  power  and  authority  of  the  Congress  of  this  province,  made 
the  following  report,  which  was  accepted,  viz.  :] 

[That  after  a  full  hearing  of  the  allegations  and  proofs,  for  and 
against  said  Brown,  on  the  complaint  of  some  unknown  j>erson, 
through  the  selectmen  of  Waltham,  to  this  honorable  Congress,  we 
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are  of  the  sentiment,  that  an  unhappy  controversy  has  existed  in  said 
town,  relating  to  public  affairs,  in  which  said  Brown  had  exerted  him- 
self very  earnestly  in  fivor  of  the  cause  of  liberty,  by  which  means  he 
had  disgusted  several  persons,  who  have  since  endeavored  therefor  to 
censure  and  stigmatize  him  as  being  an  officious,  busy,  designing  man ; 
and,  unhappily,  it  appears,  that  Mr.  Brown  has  associated  in  taverns, 
indiscriminately,  with  many  persons,  in  discourse  with  whom,  he,  at 
some  times,  had  inadvertently  expressed  himself,  which  he  would  not 
strictly  justify  himself  in.  And  that  it  is  evident,  those  disaffected  an- 
tagonists of  Mr.  Brown's,  had  taken  the  advantage  of  his  halting, 
purely  from  revenge  ;  and  the  committee  adjudge,  from  the  whole  of 
the  evidence  for  and  against  said  Broun,  that  he  is  injuriously  treated 
by  the  secret  resentment  of  desiiming  persons,  and  that  he  ought  to  be 
reinstated  to  the  esteem  and  countenance  of  every  friend  to  the  liber- 
ties of  this  country.] 

[Hon.  Joseph  Hawley,  from  the  committee  to  bring  in^a  resolve  for 
the  regular  administration  of  justice,  reported  the  following :] 

[Whereas,  it  appears  to  ihis  Compress,  that  a  want  of  a  due  and 
reo-ular  execution  of  justice  in  this  colony,  has  encouraged  divers 
wicked  and  disorderly  persons,  not  only  to  commit  outrages  and  tres- 
passes upon  private  property  and  private  persons,  but  also  to  make  the 
most  daring  attacks  upon  the  constitution,  and  to  unite  in  their  en- 
deavors to  disturb  the  peace,  and  destroy  the  happiness  and  security  of 
their  country  :  and,  whereas,  this  Congress  conceive  it  to  be  their  in- 
dispensable duty  to  take  efiectual  measures  to  restrain  all  disorders, 
and  promote  the  peace  and  happiness  of  this  colony,  by  the  execution 
of  justice  in  criminal  matters  :] 

[Therefore,  IhsoIvtcJ,  That  a  court  of  inquiry  be  immediately  erect- 
ed, consivstins  of  seven  persons,  to  be  chosen  by  this  Congress,  whose 
business  it  shall  be  to  hear  all  complaints  against  any  person  or  per- 
sons, for  treason  against  the  constitution  of  their  country,  or  other 
breaches  of  the  public  peace  and  security,  and  to  determine  and  make 
up  judgment  thereon,  according  to  the  laws  of  this  province,  and  those 
of  reason  and  equity  ;  no  judgments  to  be  made  up,  or  punishments 
inflicted,  in  consequence  of  them,  unless  in  such  cases  where  five  of 
the  judges,  so  appointed,  were  agreed  :  any  three  of  said  judges  to 
have  power,  upon  complaint  made,  to  cause  any  person  or  persons 
complained  of,  to  be  imprisoned,  until  the  said  court  can  be  convened 
to  hear  the  same,  or  for  any  further  orders  of  Congress  which  may  be 
thought  necessary,  five  of  said  judges  to  be  a  quorum,  and  to  be  vested 
with  the  full  powers  of  the  court,  and  to  meet  and  sit  in  such  place  or 
places  as  they  shall  agree  on.] 
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[Resolved^  That  [blank]  be,  and  hereby  are  appointed, 

as  judges  of  the  said  court  of  inquiry,  to  execute  the  trust,  agreeable 
to  the  above  resolve.] 

[This  report  having  been  read,  after  some  debate.  Ordered,  that  the 
furtiier  consideration  thereof  be  referred  to  the  next  Congress.] 

[The  following  letter,  reported  by  a  committee,  to  the  governor  and 
company  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  was  accepted,  and  ordered  to 
be  forwarded  :] 

[Watertown,  .Ifaj/  27,  1775. 
Gentlemen  : — Enclosed  are  copies  of  a  letter  from  Col.  Arnold, 
and  a  list  of  military  stores  at  Ticonderoga,  &-c.  We  have  wrote  you 
of  the  1 7th  instant,  relative  to  that  fortress,  dec,  and  we  are  desirous 
that  you  would  give  such  orders  relative  thereto,  as  to  you  should 
seem  meet ;  but,  we  are  of  opinion,  that  the  advice  of  the  Continental 
Congress  should  be  had  therein,  as  soon  as  may  be,  and  ;ds<>  the  par- 
ticular advice  of  tlie  Provincial  Congress  of  New  York,  to  eacii  of 
whom  we  have  wrote  upon  this  matter :  those  foitresses  being  witliin 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  colony  of  New  York,  we  are  of  opinion  that  it 
is  necessary  to  consult  them  upon  a  matter  in  which  they  are  so  great- 
ly interested.] 

[We  have  appointed  and  directed  Col.  Joseph  Henshaw  to  repair  to 
you,  and  consult  with  you  upon  the  atiiiir  of  that  fortress,  the  mainte- 
nance of  which,  we  think  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  security  of 
New  York,  and  the  New  England  colonies.  His  instructions  will  be 
laid  before  you,  and,  we  have  no  doubt,  you  will  take  such  measures 
relative  thereto,  as  will  promote  the  general  safety  of  these  colonies. 

To  the  Hon.  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the 

Colon 7j  of  Connecticut.'] 

[The  following  letter  to  Col.  Benedict  Arnold,  reported  by  a  com- 
mittee, -was  read,  accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  forwarded:] 

[Wateuto WN,  May  27,  1775. 
Sm  : — We  have  tliis  day,  with  pleasure,  received  your  letter  to  the 
committee  of  safety,  of  the  19th  instant,  by  Ca})t.  Brown,  and  return 
you  our  hearty  thanks  for  your  exertions  in  the  public  cause,  and  fidly 
agree  with  you,  that  the  interposition  of  Providence,  in  this,  and  many 
other  instances,  is  apparent,  for  which  we  have  the  greatest  cause  of 
thankfulness.] 

[We  are  clearly  of  opinion,  that  keeping  Ticonderoga  is  a  matter  o! 
great  importance,  and,  we  make  no  doubt,  the  honorable  Continental 
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Congress  will  take  that  affair  immediately  under  their  wise  considera- 
tion, and  give  all  necessary  orders  therefor,  as  we  have  addressed  them 
most  earnestly  on  the  subject.] 

[You  inform  us  you  have  had  intimation  that  some  persons  were  de- 
termined to  apply,  in  order  to  injure  your  ciiaracter  ;  if  any  such  ap- 
plications should  be  made  here,  you  may  be  assured,  we  shall  be  so 
candid  as  not  to  sutTer  any  impressions  to  your  disadvantage,  until  you 
shall  have  opportunity  to  vindicate  your  conduct.] 

[We  enclose  a  resolve  of  this  Congress,  appointing  and  directing 
Col.  Joseph  Henshaw  to  repair  to  Hartford,  and  consult  with  the  gen- 
eral assembly  there  upon  this  important  matter,  by  which  you  will  see 
the  resolution  this  Congress  has  taken  relative  thereto.] 

[We  would  just  add,  that  the  letter  you  refer  to,  of  the  14th  instant, 
by  Mr.  Romans,  has  not  come  to  hand,  so  that  no  order  can  be  taken 
thereon. 

We  are,  &.C.] 

To  Col  Benedict  Arnold, 

Ticonderoga. 

[Resolved,  That  Col.  Jo^^cph  Ilcnshaw,  be  appointed  and  directed  to 
repair  to  Hartford,  and  inquire  whether  provision  is  made,  by  the  gen- 
eral assembly  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  for  securing  and  maintain- 
ing the  fortress  at  Ticondoroga,  and  the  adjacent  posts ;  and  if  that 
assembly  has  made  provision  for  tliat  purpose,  the  said  Col.  Henshaw 
proceed  directly  to  Ticonderogi,  and  acquaint  Col.  Arnold  that  it  is 
the  order  of  this  Congress  that  he  return,  and  render  accounts  of  his 
expenses  in  that  expedition,  in  order  that  he  may  be  honorably  dis- 
charged ;  but  if  Col.  Henshaw  shall  find  that  such  provision  is  not 
made,  and  the  general  assembly  bo  not  sitting,  that  he  proceed  to  Ti- 
conderoga,  and  inlbrm  Col.  Arnold  that  it  is  the  order  of  this  Con- 
gress that  he  continue  there,  with  such  number  of  forces  as  said  Col. 
Henshaw  shall  judge  necessary  for  the  purpose.  Nevertheless,  if  the 
said  Col.  Henshaw  shall  find  the  general  assembly  sitting,  and  that 
they  have  not  made  such  provision,  that  he  consult  with  them  touching 
this  important  matter,  and  take  their  proposals,  and  immediately  make 
report  to  the  Congress  of  this  colony.] 

iMo>'DATj  IVIay  29,  1775. 
[The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to  the  Continental 
Congress,  upon  the  necessity  of  maintaining  a  fortress  at  Ticonderoga, 
reported.  The  report  being  read,  Ordered,  that  it  be  accepted,  and  a 
copy  of  the  same,  fairly  transcribed,  be  sent  immediately  to  Philadel- 
phia.   It  is  as  follows,  viz.  :] 
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[May  it  please  your  honors  : — Enclosed  are  copies  of  a  letter 
from  Col,  Arnold,  and  a  list  of  military  stores  at  Ticonderoga,  Slc. 

It  seems  that  the  step  Col.  Arnold  is  taking,  in  transporting  into 
this  colony  part  of  the  ordnance  taken  at  the  Lake  Champlain,  is  in 
consequence  of  directions  given  him  in  the  haste  and  confusion  of 
war ;  and  if  this  Congress  had  considered  the  proposal  in  a  calmer 
season,  perhaps  they  might  have  thought  it  would  have  been  proper, 
previously  to  have  consulted  our  brethren  of  the  colony  of  New  York. 
Certain  it  is,  that  this  colony  is  in  the  most  pressing  need  of  the  ord- 
nance which  Col.  Arnold  is  transporting  hither.  Wo  beg  leave,  on 
this  occasion,  most  solemnly  to  assure  your  honors,  that  nothing  can 
be  more  abhorrent  to  the  temper  and  spirit  of  this  Congress,  and  the 
people  of  this  colony,  than  any  attempt  to  usurp  on  tlie  jurisdiction  of 
any  of  our  sister  colonies,  which,  upon  the  superficial  consideration  of 
this  step,  tlicre  may  seem  to  be  some  appearance  of  liut  we  a-^sure 
ourselves,  that  such  is  the  candor  and  generous  sentiments  of  our 
brethren  of  the  colony  of  New  York,  as  that  we  may  rest  secure  that 
they  will  readily  overlook  this  mistake,  if  it  is- one,  committed  in  the 
haste  of  war,  and  which  may  be  naturally  attributed  thereto.  And  if 
any  of  those  cannon  should  arrive  within  the  limits  of  this  colony,  we 
shall  hold  ourselves  accountable  for  them,  to  your  honors,  or  any  suc- 
ceeding representatives  of  the  continent.  Permit  us  to  observe,  that, 
in  our  opinion,  nothing  can  be  more  obvious,  than  the  infinite  import- 
ance to  the  safety  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  colonies  of  New  York, 
Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  and  even  Connecticut,  than  the  main- 
taining, holding,  and  effectually  securing  the  post  of  Ticonderoga,  or 
some  spot  near  the  southwest  end  of  Lake  Champlain ;  for  if  that  post 
is  abandoned,  the  whole  Lake  Champlain  will  be  commanded  by  the 
government  of  Canada  ;  and  the  command  of  that  water  will  amazingly 
facilitate  all  such  descents  upon  these  colonies,  whether  greater  or  less, 
which  administration  shall  see  fit  to  order  ;  but  if  that  post  should  be 
held  by  the  colonies,  all  such  attempts,  for  the  destruction  of  the  colo- 
nies, may  be  vastly  obstructed,  if  not  wholly  defeated.  We  have, 
therefore,  the  most  full  confidence,  that  your  honors  will  immediately 
take  these  matters  into  your  most  serious  consideration,  and  make 
such  order  thereon  as  will  appear  most  fit  and  reasonable,  and  mOi<t 
conducive  to  the  general  safety.] 

[We  would  further  humbly  suggest,  that  we  stand  in  need  of  large 
quantities  of  gunpowder,  and  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  that  article 
from  any  quarter  this  way;  we,  therefore,  most  earnestly  entreat  your 
honors,  that  some  effectual  measures  may  be  devised,  that  we  may  be 
34 
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supplied  with  that  most  necessary  means  of  defence ;  and  we  find  that 
deficiency  of  that  article  prevails  in  all  the  colonies.  We  most  earn- 
estly press  this  matter,  as  the  salvation  of  these  colonies  so  much  de- 
pends thereon.  We  would  m)t  presume  to  dictate  to  your  honors,  but 
would  quere  whether  it  would  not  be  prudent,  to  advertise  all  nations 
of  the  opportunity  they  now  have  to  dispose  of  that  article  in  America 
at  the  best  market.  We  have  the  strongest  persuasion,  that  the  settled 
plan  of  the  British  administration,  is,  to  break  the  chain  of  union  of 
the  colonies  at  New  York  ;  and  we  are  sure  that  the  evidence  of  such 
design,  and  their  machinations  for  that  purpose,  cannot  escape  your 
attention.  We  confide  in  the  wisdom  and  vigilance  of  your  honors  to 
devise  such  measures  as,  under  God,  will  effectually  defeat  a  plan  so 
fatal,  and  which,  if  effected,  will  be  the  destruction  of  all  the  colonies.] 
[Hon.  Joseph  Hawley,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a 
letter  to  the  governor  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  relative  to  the  for- 
tresses at  Ticonderoga,  Crown  Point,  &.C.,  reported  the  following, 
which  was  read,  accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  sent,  viz.  : 

[Watertown,  3Iay  29,  1775. 

May  it  please  your  honor  : — Yesterday,  abou#  three  of  the 
clock,  P.  M.,  this  Congress  received  your  honor's  most  kind  and 
friendly  letter  of  tlie  ^."itli  instant,  enclosing  tlie  resolution  of  the  gen- 
eral Congress,  of  the  ISth  instant,  relating  to  Ticonderoga,  the  order 
of  the  general  committee  of  a>sociation  of  New  York  for  executing 
the  said  resolution,  the  letter  from  tlie  Connecticut  delegates  at  New 
York,  each  of  which  contain  articles  of  intelligence  very  important 
and  interesting  to  all  the  New  England  governments.  But  while  we 
are  consoled  and  rejoiced  to  find  tluit  the  general  Congress  is  attentive 
to  the  safety  and  general  interests  of  the  colonies,  we  cannot  conceal 
from  the  general  assembly  of  your  colony,  that  we  should  be  to  the 
last  degree  agitated,  if  we  really  supposed  that  the  said  resolution  of 
general  Congress,  touching  Ticonderoga  and  said  posts  on  Lake 
Champlain,  was  their  ultimatum,  and  that  they  would  not  reconsider 
that  resolution.  But  as  we  cannot  sutler  our.jelves  to  doubt  of  their 
best  intentions,  and  great  concern  for  the  liberty  and  safety  of  all  the 
colonies,  we  assure  ourselves,  that,  upon  better  information,  and  knowl- 
edge more  just,  they  will  be  fully  convinced  of  the  great  impolicy  of 
abandoning  Lake  Champlain,  which  we  conceive  they  have,  in  effect, 
advised  to  ;  although  we  confess  their  expressions  are  not  of  the  clear- 
est; but  we  are  confirmed  in  our  construction  of  the  said  resolution, 
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by  the  order  taken  by  the  general  committee  of  New  York,  to  execute 
the  same.] 

[May  it  please  your  honor :  Permit  us  to  acquaint  you,  that  as  soon 
as  possible  after  we  had  received  advice  of  the  success  of  our  people  at 
Crown  Point  and  St.  Johns,  and  the  taking  of  the  armed  sloop  on  that 
lake,  by  Col.  Arnold's  letter,  a  copy  whereof  we  have  sent  you  by 
Col.  Henshaw,  we  sent  an  express  to  New  York,  and  to  tlie  general 
Congress,  signifying  to  the  general  Congress,  and  to  the  Congress  of 
New  York,  in  the  strongest  manner,  our  opinion  of  tiie  absolute  ne- 
cessity, and  great  advantages,  of  maintaining  the  post  of  Ticonderoga: 
but,  as  we  conceived  the  reasons  and  grounds  of  such  an  opmion  were 
obvious,  and  generally  known,  we  supposed  that  a  detail  of  the  argu- 
ments and  proofs  was  altogether  unnecessary.  But,  upon  seeincr  the 
resolution  of  the  general  Congress,  upon  that  important  matter,  we 
were  much  surprised  and  concerned,  and  in  the  little  time  we  have 
had  to  deliberate  on  the  subject,  we  have  resolved  to  endeavor  to  sug- 
gest to  your  honor,  and  your  assembly,  the  reasons  which  at  present 
occur  to  us;  which,  we  apprehend,  make  it  evident,  that  the  maintain- 
ing that  post  is  not  only  practicable,  and,  under  God,  in  the  power  of 
the  colonies,  but  of  inexpressible  necessity  for  the  defence  of  the  col- 
ony of  New  York,  and  all  the  New  England  colonies:  and  having 
enumerated  those  reasons,  as  they  occur,  without  consulting  method, 
or  any  orderly  arrangement,  to  submit  them  to  your  assembly;  most  im- 
portunately praying  that  if  your  honors  approve  them,  you  will,  with 
the  greatest  despatch,  communicate  them,  with  many  more  observa- 
tions, which  your  better  knowledge  of  facts  will  suggest,  to  the  gene- 
ral Congress ;  and,  if  you  should  judge  it  advisable,  also  to  the  Con- 
gress of  New  York,  conceiving  that,  in  several  respects,  they  would 
go  from  you  with  more  advantage,  not  only  to  New  York  but  also  to 
the  jreneral  Congress,  than  from  us.  It  seems  natural  to  compare  the 
two  stations  proposed  to  be  maintained,  namely,  Ticonderoga  and 
William  Henry,  in  the  following  manner,  that  is  to  say  :  with  regard 
to  the  benefits  and  advantages  of  the  two  stations,  which  will  arise  for 
the  purposes  of  general  defence,  and  annoyance  of  the  Canada  ene- 
my, and  with  regard  to  the  feasibility  of  maintaining  each  place. 
And,  in  the  first  place,  as  to  the  advantages  of  general  defence,  result- 
ing from  a  post  at  Ticonderoga,  beyond  those  of  William  Henry,  they 
are  so  great  and  many,  that  they  cannot  be  enumerated  in  an  ordifiary 
letter.  In  the  view  of  a  post  of  observation,  we  beg  leave  to  observe, 
that  all  movements  from  Canada,  intended  against  New  England  or 
New  York,  by  tlie  way  of  Lake  Champlain,  whether  by  scalping  par- 
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ties  or  large  bodies,  whether  in  the  winter  or  open  seasons  of  the  year, 
may  almost  certainly  be  discovered,  so  seasonably,  as  that  the  blow 
may  be  generally  warded  off:  whereas,  if  the  post  at  William  Henry 
be  only  kept,  it  is  probable  that  three  fourths  of  the  attempts  on  the 
frontiers  of  New  York  and  New  England,  by  Champlain,  will  never 
be  known  until  executed ;  as  to  enterprises,  by  any  large  bodies,  by 
the  way  of  Champlain,  it  is  clear  that  they  may  be  known  much  earlier 
from  the  former  than  the  latter  station  ;  also,  if  it  should  become  ne- 
cessary and  just  that  the  united  colonies  sliould  annoy  the  inhabitants 
of  Canada,  and  cause  them  to  feel  the  grievousness  of  war  on  their 
borders,  as  it  most  certainly  will  be  felt,  in  case  they  engage  in  the  war 
upon  us,  the  two  stations  scarcely  bear  any  comparison  ;  for,  if  we 
abandon  the  post  at  Ticonderoga,  the  enemy  will  infallibly  seize  it, 
and,  in  that  case,  what  annoyaMce  can  we  give  Canada,  by  the  way  of 
Champlain,  by  means  of  a  fortified  post  at  AVilliam  Ilenry  ?  If  the 
enemy  hold  Ticonderoga,  they  will  effectually  command  the  whole  of 
Lake  Champlain ;  if  the  united  colonies  hold  it,  they  will  so  far  com- 
mand that  lake,  as  by  the  way  of  it,  they  vrill  be  able  to  make  descents 
by  small  parties,  upon  great  ])art  of  the  country  of  Canada,  and  infi- 
nitely distress  them  :  but  from  William  Ilenry  none  can  be  made  with- 
out vast  difficulty  and  risk.  As  to  the  advantages  of  subsisting  and 
defending  a  garrison,  and  maintaining  a  post  against  the  efforts  of 
Canada,  either  at  Ticonderoga  or  fort  William  Henry,  we  conceive 
they  are  much  in  favor  of  the  former.  For  us  to  supply  victuals  for  a 
garrison  or  an  army  stationed  at  some  one  place  or  the  other,  we  con- 
ceive, that  on  the  whole,  they  mav  be  more  easily  and  certainly  afforded 
to  Ticonderoga  than  William  Henry.  We  suppose  that  what  should 
be  sent  from  ports  on  the  westerly  side  of  Hudson's  river,  may  almost 
as  easily  be  transported  to  Ticonderoga  or  to  William  Henry;  and  as 
to  such  supplies  as  would  go  from  all  parts  eastward  of  Hudson's 
river,  they  may  be  conveyed  to  the  former  place  with  much  more  facil- 
ity than  the  latter.  And  as  to  the  speed  and  certainty  of  marching 
succors,  for  the  relief  of  a  garrison  at  one  place  or  the  other,  in 
case  of  an  attack,  we  suppose  the  advantages  of  Ticonderoga  are  vast- 
ly superior  to  those  of  William  Henry;  for  we  cannot  forbear  observ- 
ing, that  our  brethren  of  New  York  government,  settled  on  the  west- 
erly side  of  Hudson's  river,  have  been  always  rather  slow  in  warlike 
efforts,  and  if  the  succors  must  go  from  Connecticut,  Massachusetts, 
New  Hampshire,  or  the  northeasterly  parts  of  New  York  governments, 
they  may  be  mustered  and  marched  much  sooner  to  the  former  station 
than  the  latter.    We  have  no  doubt,  but,  on  a  pressing  emergency,  a 
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large  body  of  men  miglit  be  marched  from  the  middle  of  the  county 
of  Hampshire  to  Ticonderoga,  in  six  days ;  but  to  gentlemen  so  well 
acquainted  with  the  geography  of  the  two  places,  we  need  not  dwell 
on  this  part  of  the  argument ;  and,  in  short,  we  have  no  idea  of  main- 
taining the  one  or  the  other  of  the  two  posts,  in  time  of  war  with  Can- 
ada, but  either  by  constantly  keeping  an  army  on  the  spot,  or  making 
a  fort  of  sufficient  strength  for  a  garrison,  to  hold  out  against  an  at- 
tack, until  an  army  could  be  marched  from  New  York  or  New  En- 
gland, sufficient  to  raise  the  seige  ;  the  latter  method  we  suppose  nkost 
politic,  and  quite  practicable,  with  regard  to  Ticonderoga.  But,  at 
the  same  time,  we  beg  leave  just  to  hint,  that  a  fortified  station,  on  the 
easterly  side  of  South  Cay  or  Lake  Champlain,  opposite  to  Ticonde- 
roga, Crown  Point,  or  still  further  on,  aftbrds  great  advantages  for  the 
maintaining  Ticonderoga,  and  defending  the  settlements  on  the  r.ist- 
wardly  side  of  Lake  Champlain  :  and  there  is  artillery  enouirh  to  spare, 
to  other  places;  and  if  we  abandon  the  land  between  the  Lake>  (ie(»rge 
and  Champlain,  we  shall  give  the  enemy  an  oj)portunity  to  build,  at  or 
near  tlie  points,  and,  by  that  means,  we  shall  lose  the  whole  *)f  L:jke 
Champlain,  and  the  shipping  we  now  have  on  that  lake,  l)y  whicli  wo 
can  command  the  whole  of  it,  and  keep  the  enemy  at  a  distance  of 
a  hundred  miles  from  our  English  settlements,  near  Otter  Creek,  &ic. ; 
but  if  that  fortress  should  be  maintained,  we  shall  have  those  very  set- 
tlements, with  some  aids  from  the  old  settlements,  to  support  it,  which 
will  not  be  half  the  charge  that  it  would  be  to  maintain  a  sufficient 
number  of  soldiers,  so  far  from  their  homes.  We  have  there  about 
four  or  five  hundred  hardy  men,  with  many  families,  who,  if  tliose 
grounds  should  be  abandoned,  will  be  driven  from  their  settlements, 
and  leave  the  Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire  people  naked,  with- 
out any  barrier,  and  exposed  to  the  Canadians  and  savages,  who  will 
have  a  place  of  retreat  at  the  point,  as  they  had  almost  the  whole  of 
the  last  war.  By  abandoning  this  ground,  we  give  up  an  acquisition 
which  cost  immense  sums  of  money,  the  loss  of  many  lives,  and  five 
campaigns.  As  to  the  expenses  of  maintaining  a  fortress  at  Ticonde- 
roga, this  colony  will  not  fail  to  exert  themselves  to  the  utmost  of  their 
power.  We  are  under  the  greatest  obligations  to  your  honor,  and  the 
general  assembly,  for  the  intelligence  you  have  given  us,  and  you  may 
depend,  we  shall  not  fail  of  continuinfr  to  connnunicaie  to  you  ;ill  im- 
portant intelligence,  with  the  utmost  despatch.  The  interpositions  of 
Divine  Providence,  in  favor  of  America,  are  very  obvious,  which  de- 
mand our  utmost  thankfulness.  Enclosed  is  a  brief  narrative  of  some 
of  them. 

We  are,  6lc.] 
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[The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  papers  relating  to  Jona- 
than Brewer,  reported.  The  report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows, 
viz.  : 

[Resolved,  That,  tho  pajiers  respecting  Jonathan  Brewer,  be  trans- 
mitted by  the  secretary  to  the  committee  of  safety,  to  be  by  them  acted 
upon  in  such  a  manner  as  tliey  think  fit,  so  far  as  to  determine  on 
the  expediency  of  recommending,  or  not  rcconmiending  him,  to  this 
Congress,  as  an  olhcer  of  the  army  now  raising  in  this  colony.] 

[The  committee  a})pointcd  to  draft  a  letter  to  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress of  New  Hampshire,  reported  the  following,  which  was  accepted, 
and  ordered  to  be  forwarded  :] 

[Gextlemkx  : — Enclosed  are  copies  of  governor  Trumbull's  letter 
to  this  Congress,  enclosinor  a  resolution  of  the  Continental  Congress, 
respecting  the  fortresses  at  Ticonderoga,  Crown  Point,  &c.,  and  the 
resolution  of  the  general  conjmittee  of  association  of  New  York 
thereon,  and  a  letter  from  the  Connecticut  delegates  at  New  York  to 
their  assembly.] 

[The  measure  taken  by  the  Continental  Congress,  if  carried  into 
execution,  in  our  humble  opinion,  will  affect  those  colonies  east  of 
Hudson's  river  in  the  highest  degree;  by  that  you  will  see  that  all  the 
lands  and  waters  between  the  south  end  of  Lake  George  and  Crown 
Point,  together  with  all  Lake  Champlain,  will  be  left  open  for  Canadi- 
ans and  savafjes,  if  they  should  be  so  disposed,  to  range  all  that 
country  east,  and  distress  all  our  river  settlements.] 

[AVe  have  addressed  the  Continental  Congress  upon  the  necessity  of 
keeping  a  fortress  at  or  near  Tironderoga,  and  have  also  most  press- 
ingly  desired  the  colony  of  Connecticut  to  exert  themselves  to  effect 
the  maintaining  such  a  fortress.  We  have  also  written  to  New  York 
upon  the  matter.  We  now  lay  the  same  advice  before  you,  that  you 
may  have  opportunity  to  take  such  measures  as  you  shall  think  proper. 
As  your  colony  is  so  deeply  affected,  you  will,  from  a  concern  for  that, 
and  a  generous  regard  to  the  common  safety,  which  you  have  appeared 
at  all  times  to  have,  we  trust,  take  the  matter  up,  and  by  decent  and 
respectful  addresses  to  the  Continental  Congress,  endeavor  to  prevail 
with  tiiam  to  alter  a  measure  so  dangerous  in  its  effects. 

We  are,  &sc.] 

(1)  D«fini  the  sessions  from  the  23d  of  May  until  the  dissolution  of  Congress,  commissions  were 
issued  to  otticors  in  the  regiments  commanded  by  colonels  Lt  arncd,  Uoolittle,  Reed,  I'honia-e,  Wal- 
ker, Whitcomb,  Cotton,  Ward,  Prescott,  Gerrish,  Danielson,  Mansfield,  Bridges,  Patterson,  and 
Scammond,  on  the  certifirtites  of  the  committee  of  safety,  that  the  several  coips  were  filled  with  a 
proper  complement  of  men. 
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JOURNAL. 


At  a  Congress  of  Delegates  from  the  several  towns  and  districts  in 
the  Colony  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  began  and  held  at  the  Meeting- 
house, in  Watertown,  the  3lst  of  May,  1775. 

Mr.  Samuel  Freeman  was  unanimously  chosen  Secretary,  and  the 
Hon.  Joseph  Warren,  Esq.,  Pre^ide^t. 

R(\<olc((I,  That  the  Congress  will  now  proceed  to  hear  the  returns, 
and  consider  the  qualifications  of  the  members. 

The  returns  being  read,  it  appeared,  that  tiie  following  gentlemen 
were  elected  by  the  inhabitants  of  their  respective  towns,  to  represent 
them  in  this  Congress,  viz. : 

COUNTY  OF  SUFFOLK. 

Boston. — Hon.  Thomas  Cushing,  Esq.,  Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  Hon. 
John  Hancock,  Esq.,  Joseph  Warren,  Esq.,  Mr.  John  Pitts,  Benjamin 
Church,  Jr.,  Esq.,  Mr.  Oliver  Wendall. 

Roxhury. — Capt.  Aaron  Davis. 

Dorchester. — Col.  [Lemuel]  Robinson,  Mr.  James  Robinson. 
Milton. — Capt.  Daniel  Vose.  .j 
Braintrce. — Col.  Joseph  Palmer. 
Weymouth. — Deacon  Nathaniel  Bailey. 
Ilingham  and  Cohassct. — Benjamin  Lincoln,  Esq. 
Didhnm. — Hon.  Samuel  Dexter,  Esq.,  Mr.  Abner  Ellis. 
Mtdfihl—Mr.  Daniel  Perry. 

Wrenthcim. — Mr.  Jabez  Fisher,  Mr.  Lemuel  Kollock. 
Brookline. — Capt.  Benjamin  White. 
Stoughton. — Mr.  Thomas  Crane. 

Mcdway. — Capt.  Jonathan  Adams,  Mr.  Moses  Adams. 
Ncedham. — Col.  William  Mcintosh. 
Walpole.—Ux.  Enoch  Ellis. 
BelUngham. — Doct.  John  Corbet. 
Chelsea. — Deacon  John  Sale. 
35 
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COUNTY  OF  ESSEX. 

Salem. — Hon.  Richard  Derby,  Jr.,  Esq.,  Mr.  John  Pickering,  Jr., 
Capt.  Samuel  Williams,  1s\t.  Daniel  Hopkms. 

Danvers. — Doct.  Samuel  Holten,  Capt.  William  Shillaber. 
Ipswich. — Col.  Michael  Farley,  Dummer  Jewett,  Esq. 
Newbury. — Joseph  Gerri.sh,  Esq. 

Newhuryport. — Capt.  Jonathan  Greenleaf,  Mr.  Stephen  Cross. 
MarhleJicarl — Azor  Orne,  Esq.,  Mr.  Elbridge  Gerry,  Capt.  Jonathan 
Glover,  Mr.  Joshua  Orne. 

Lynn. — Mr.  Edward  Johnson. 

Andovcr. — Mr.  Samuel  Philli])s,  Jr. 

Beverly. — Capt.  Josiah  Batchelder,  Jr. 

Rowley. — Mr.  Nathaniel  Mighill.  .  ' 

Salisbury. — Major  Nathaniel  Currier. 

Haverhill. — Mr.  Jonathan  ^^'ebster,  Jr. 

Gloucester. — Col.  Peter  Collin,  Major  Samuel  Whittemore. 

Boiford. — Capt.  Asa  Perley. 

Alnisbury. — Capt.  Caleb  Pjll.>bury. 

Wenharn. — Mr.  Benjamin  Fairfield. 

Topsjicld. — Deacon  John  Gould. 

Mcthuen. — Mr.  James  Ingidls. 

Middleton. — Mr.  Archelaus  Fuller. 

Bradford. — [Col.  Daniel  Thurston.] 

Manchester. — [None.] 

COUNTY  OF  .MIDDLESEX. 

Cambridge. — Mr.  Abraham  Watson,  Jr.,  Capt.  Samuel  Thatcher. 

Charlcstown. — Mr.  Richard  Devens,  David  Cheever,  Esq. 

IVateriown. — Capt.  Jonathan  Brown. 

TVoburn. — Josiah  Johnson,  Esq. 

Concord. — Col.  James  Barrett. 

Newton. — Abraham  Fuller,  Esq. 

Reading. — Mr.  John  Temple. 

Marlborough. — ]\Ir.  Peter  Bent. 

Billerica. — William  Stickney,  Esq. 

Frajningham. — Joseph  Haven,  Esq.,  Capt.  Josiah  Stone. 

Lexington. — Deacon  Jonas  Stone. 

Chelmsford. — Col.  Simeon  Spaulding. 

Sudbury. — Deacon  Thomas  Plympton. 

Maiden. — Capt.  Ebenezer  Ilarnden. 
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Weston.— Col  Braddyl  Smith. 

Medford. — Mr.  Benjamin  HalJ,  Mr.  Stephen  Hall,  Sd. 

Hopkinton. — Capt.  John  Holmes. 

Wcstford. — Capt.  Joseph  Read. 

Groton. — Hon.  James  Prescott,  Esq. 

Pepperell. — Capt.  Edmund  Bancroft. 

Waltham. — Mr.  Jacob  Bigelow. 

Stow. — Henry  Gardner,  Esq. 

Sherburne- — Mr.  Daniel  Whitney. 

Littleton. — Mr.  Abel  Jewett. 

Townshcnd. — Mr.  Israel  Ilobart. 

Stoneham. — Capt.  Samuel  Sprague. 

IVilmington. — Capt.  Timothy  Walker. 

Dracut. — Deacon  Amos  Bradley. 

JloUiston. — Col,  Abner  Perry. 

Acton. — Mr.  Josiah  Hayward. 

Tewkesbury. — Mr.  Ezra  Kendall. 

Dunstable.^ — John  Tyng,  Esq. ,  James  Tyng,,  Esq.,  Mr.  Joel  Parkhurst 
Lincoln. — Major  Eleazer  Brooks. 

COUNTY  OF  HAMPSHIRE.    .  v  > 

Springjield. — Mr.  John  Hale,  Mr.  Edward  Chapin. 
West  Spriiigfeld. — Major  Benjamin  Ely,  Doct.  Chauncy  Brewer. 
Northampton. — Joseph  Hawley,  Esq.,  Mr.  Elias  Lyman. 
Wilbraham. — Major  John  Bliss. 

South  Hadley  and  Granbij. — Capt.  Phinehas  Smith,  [Mr.  Noah 
Goodman.] 

Hatjield. — John  Dickenson,  John  Hastings,  Elihu  White. 
Westfeld.— Col.  John  Mosely,  Col.  Elisha  Parks. 
Greenfeld. — Mr.  Samuel  Hinsdale.  • 
/iflf/Zf  j/.— Col.  Elisha  Porter. 

Sunderland  and  Montague. — Capt.  Israel  Hubbart,  Doct.  Moses 
Gunn. 

Brinifield,  Monson  and  South  Brimjicld. — Col.  Timothy  Danielson. 
Northfeld.—Ui.  Phinehas  Wright. 

Blandford. — Deacon  William  Boies,  Capt.  William  Knox. 
Granville. — Timothy  Robinson,  Esq.,  Mr.  Nathan  Barlow. 

(1)  John  Tyng,  Esq.  and  James  Tyng,  Esq.,  were  returned  as  delegates  from  Dun«taM«>,  M^v  515: 
as  the  health  of  the  former  was  so  much  impaired  as  to  prevent  his  attendance,  and  the  nmitiphci- 
ty  of  engagements  of  public  and  private  business  compelled  the  latter  to  re-ign  hii  »cat,  Mr.  Jo«l 
Parkhurst  was  elected,  to  supply  the  vacancies  thus  occasioned,  June  12,  1775. 
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Palmer. — Capt.  David  Spear. 
New  Salem. — Lieut.  Amos  Foster. 
Belchertown. — Capt.  Nathaniel  Dwight. 
Colraine. — Lieut.  Hezekiah  Smith. 
Greemcich. — Mr.  Joseph  Heiidrick. 
Amherst. — Nathaniel  Dickinson,  Jr. 
Chester  field. — Capt.  Benjamin  Bonney. 
Shutesbury. — Air.  John  Hamilton. 
Williamshurg. — Mr.  Josiah  Dwight. 
Shclburne. — Deacon  Samuel  Fellows. 

Ware. — Joseph  Foster,  Esq.  '  ' 

Ludlow. — Capt.  Joseph  Miller.  V:       J'  . . 

Worthington. — Doct.  Moses  Morse.  ; 
Whately.—^lx.  Noah  Wells,  Mr.  Salmon  White.     '  : 
Warwick. — Col.  Sanmel  AVilliams. 

COUNTY  OF  BERKSHIRE. 

Sheffield,  Great  Barrington,  Egrcmont  and  Alford. — Mr.  William 
Whiting. 

Tyringham. — Major  Giles  Jackson. 

Stockbridge. — Timothy  Edwards,  Esq.,  [Jerathmiel]  Woodbridge, 
Esq. 

Lenox. — Capt.  Caleb  Hyde.  ' 
Williamstown. — Mr.  Samuel  Kellocrfr. 

Richmond. — Capt.  Elijah  Brown.  ^ 
Sandisfield. — Deacon  Samuel  Smith. 
Tyringham. — Mr.  Elijah  Warren,  John  Chadwick,  Esq. 
Levereii.^ — [None.] 

COUNTY  OF  WORCESTER. 
Worcester. — Mr.  David  Bancroft. 

Lancaster. — Doct.  William  Dunsmore,  Deacon  Thomas  Fair- 
banks. 

JBrookfield. — Jedediah  Foster,  Esq. 

[Mendon. — Capt.  Thomas  WiswalL] 

Oxford. — Edward  Davis,  Esq. 

Sutton. — Capt.  Henry  King,  Mr.  Amos  Singletary. 

Rutland. — Mr.  John  Fessenden. 


(1)  The  town  of  Leverett  considering  "  their  circumstances  as  very  young  and  weak,"  declined 
returning  a  member. 
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Hutchinson. — John  Caldwell,  Esq. 

Oakham. — Capt.  Isaac  Stone. 

Leicester  and  Spencer. — Deacon  Oliver  Watson. 

Pazton.^ — Rev.  Alexander  Thayer. 

Westborough. — Capt.  Stephen  Maynard. 

Shrewshury. — Mr.  Daniel  Hemenway. 

Lunenburg. — Doct.  John  Taylor. 

FHtchburg. — Mr.  Joseph  Fox.  ,     ,  ■ 

Uxbriclge. — Mr.  Abner  Rawson. 

Harvard. — Mr.  Joseph  Wheeler. 

Bolton. — Capt.  Samuel  Baker. 

Sturbridge. — Capt.  Timothy  Parker. 

Hardwick.^ — Capt.  William  Page. 

Grafton. — Doct.  Joseph  Batchelder. 

New  Draintrce. — Major  James  Woods. 

Dudley. — Major  William  Learned. 

Southborough. — Lieut.  William  Collins. 

Mr.  Abiel  Sadler. 
Leominster. — Deacon  Israel  Nichols. 
Holden.—m.  John  Child.  • 
Western. — Simeon  Dwight,  Esq. 
Douglas. — Deacon  Jeremiah  Whiting. 

Athol. — Capt.  John  Haven.  ' 

Petersham. — Col.  Jonathan  Grout. 

Westminster. — Deacon  Nathan  Wood. 

Templeton. — Mr.  Jonathan  Baldwin.  . 

Princeton. — Mr.  Moses  Gill.  . 

Royalston.^ — [None.]  ,^ 

Hubbardston. — Lieut.  William  Muzzy. 

Cliarlton. — Rev.  Caleb  Curtis. 

Northborough. — Mr.  Levi  Brigham. 

(1)  The  district  of  Paxton,  "  to  show  their  dislike  of  the  extravagant  wages  of  some  of  the  otB- 
cer»  in  the  army,  in  a  time  of  general  ciilamity,"  instructed  their  delegate,  on  hit?  election,  to  use 
his  influence,  that  no  field  officer  should  receive  more  than  £(3  per  month,  no  captain  more  than  £b, 
and  no  other  person  have  compensation  in  a  greater  proportion. 

(2)  The  inhabitants  ol  Hardwick,  on  the  •2i?d  of  May,  elected  Capt.  William  Page  to  repre*«  nt 
them  in  Congress  during  June  and  July  j  (Japt.  Ste[>hen  Rice  to  attend  daring  August  and  t^epTr-m- 
ber  J  Col.  Jonathan  Warner  to  sit  during  October  and  November.  The  early  dissolution  of  the  »o«- 
sion  prevented  the  two  last  named  gentlemen  from  taking  their  seats. 

(3)  The  inhabitants  of  Royalston,  May  25,  1775,  considering  the  infancy  of  the  town,  the  number 
of  men  absent  in  military  service,  and  the  inability  of  the  people  to  maintain  a  repre«f  r.tative,  vo- 
ted not  to  send  a  member  of  Congress  ut  that  time,  but  expressed  readiness  to  comply  with  what- 
ever the  provincial  assembly  should  recommend  tor  the  public  good. 
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COUNTY  OF  PLYMOUTH. 

Plymouth. — Hon.  James  Warren,  Esq.,  Mr.  Isaac  Lothrop. 

Scituate. — Nathan  dishing,  Esq. 

Duxhury. — Mr.  Georire  Partridge. 

MarshficIcL — Mr.  Benjamin  Wliite. 

Bridgeicatcr, — Col.  Edward  Mitchell. 

Middlcborough. — Capt.  Joslma  White. 

Rochester. — INIajor  Ebenezer  Wliite. 

Plympton. — Capt.  Seth  Cashing. 

Pembroke. — Mr.  John  Turner,  Mr.  Jeremiah  Hall,  Mr.  Edward 
Thomas. 

Kingston. — Hon.  William  Seaver,  Esq.,  Deacon  Ebenezer  Wash- 
burn. 

Hanover. — Col.  Joseph  Cusinng. 
Ahington. — Doct.  David  Jones. 
Halifax. — Mr.  Ebenezer  Tiiompson. 

COUNTY  OF  BARNSTABLE. 

Barnstable. — Col.  Joseph  Otis,  Daniel  Davis,  Esq. 
Yarmouth. — Capt.  Elisha  Basset. 

Sandwich. — Mr.  Stephen  Nye,  Col.  [Nathaniel]  Freeman. 

Eastham. — Mr.  Amos  Knowles. 

Welljleet.— Col.  Elisha  Cobb. 

Harwich. — Mr.  Joseph  Nye. 

Falmouth. — Mr.  Moses  Swift. 

Chatham. — Col.  Joseph  Doarj. 

Truro. — Mr.  Samuel  Harding. 

COUNTY  OF  BRISTOL. 

Taunton. — Robert  T.  Paine,  Esq.,  Col.  George  Williams,  Capt. 
[Simeon]  Williams. 

Rchoboth. — Capt.  Thompson  Carpenter,  Mr.  [Ephraim]  Stark- 
weather. 

Swanzey. — Col.  [Jerathmiel]  Bowers,  Mr.  Philip  Slead, 
Dartmouth. — Hon.  Walter  Spooner,  Esq.,  Benjamin  Aikin,  Esq, 
Attleborough. — Capt.  John  Stearns. 

Dighton. — Ezra  Richmond,  Esq.,  Doct.  William  Baylies. 
Freetown. — Mr.  Thomas  Durfee. 
Norton  and  Man:ificld. — Capt.  William  Homes. 
Easton. — Mr.  Benjamin  Pettingil. 
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RaynJiam. — Mr.  Benjamin  King. 
Berkley. — Mr.  Samuel  Tobey,  Jr. 

COUNTY  OF  YORK. 
York. — Mr,  Daniel  Bragdon. 
Kittery. — Edward  Cutt,  Esq. 
Wells.— [mne.] 

Berwick. — Major  Ichabod  Goodwin. 
Arundell. — Mr.  John  Hoyey, 
Biddeford. — James  Sullivan,  Esq. 

COUNTY  OF  CUMBERLAND. 

•  Falmauth  and  Cape  Elizabeth. — Mr.  Samuel  Freeman. 
Gorham. — Capt.  Bryant  Morton. 
Brunstvick. — Col.  Samuel  Thompson. 
North  Yarmouth. — David  Mitchel,  Estj. 
[Scarborough.'] ' — [None.] 

COUNTY  OF  LINCOLN. 
Pownalborough. — Mr.  Timothy  Langdon. 
Georgetown  and  Woolwich. — Capt.  Samuel  McCobb. 
Topsham. — [Mr.  James  Fulton.] 
Gardinerston. — Mr.  Joseph  North. 

DUKES  COUNTY. 

Chilmark. — [None.] 

Tishury — James  Athearn,  Esq. 

Edgarton. — Mr.  Beriah  Norton. 

COUNTY  OF  NANTUCKET. 
[Sherhurn.] — [None.] 

31st  May,  1775.  Ordered,  That  Doct.  Ilolten,  Mr.  Watson  and 
Col.  Lincoln,  be  a  committee  to  wait  on  the  Rev.  Doct.  Langdon,  and 

(1)  The  inhabitants  of  Scarborough  represented,  that  "  they  thought  themselves  not  able  to  sup- 
port the  chaige  of  a  member  of  Congress,  said  town  having  no  money  to  pay  any  tax  whatever: 
lumber  was  the  chief  trade  ;  that  being  done,  the  crops  having  been  very  siiort,  and  no  suppii<  « 
coming  from  the  southern  colonies,  they  were  in  great  distress  for  want  both  of  money  and  provis- 
ions: but  they  were  willing  to  exert  themselves  to  the  uttermost  to  «upfwrt  g»K>d  covcrnaicnt  and 
defend  just  rights  and  privileges."  They  added  their  "prayer^i,  that  God  might  ble«s  the  counK*!* 
of  Congress,  and,  in  the  end,  confirm  that  liberty  which  our  forefathers  came  into  these  r«  jrion«  to 
enjoy." 
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inform  him  that  this  Congress  are  now  ready  to  attend  divine  service, 
and  request  his  attendance. 

Resolved,  That  four  o'clock  this  afternoon  be  assigned  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  returns  of  members  from  Hardwick,  Eastham,i  and 
several  other  towns. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Brown,  Doct.  Taylor  and  Coh  Sayer,  be  [a] 
committee  to  wait  on  the  commanding  officer  of  the  militia  of  this 
town,  to  thank  him  for  his  polite  olfer  to  escort  the  Congress  to  the 
meeting-house,  and  to  inform  him,  that,  as  this  Congress  are  now  sit- 
ting, the  Congress  think  it  needless  to  withdraw  for  that  purpose  :  but 
will,  with  the  reverend  gentlemen  of  the  clergy,  attend  them  to  Mrs. 
Coolidge's,  if  they  please  to  escort  them  thither,  when  the  Congress 
adjourns. 

[Afteriioou.] 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gill,  Doct.  Whiting,  Mr.  Pitts,  Mr.  Jewett  and 
Col.  Lincoln,  be  a  committee  to  return  the  thanks  of  this  Congress  to 
the  Rev.  Doct.  Langdon,  for  his  excellent  sermon  delivered  to  the 
Congress  in  the  forenoon,  and  to  desire  a  copy  of  it  for  the  press. ^ 

Ordered,  That  Doct.  Taylor,  Mr.  Pitts  and  Mr.  Greenleaf,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  consider  some  metiiod  for  supplying  the  soldiers  immediately 
with  advance  pay,  and  also  to  consider  a  letter  from  Gen.  Thomas  on 
that  subject. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  resolve  of  the  last  Congress,  relative 
to  providing  the  army  with  chaplains,  be  laid  before  the  reverend  gen- 
tlemen of  the  clergy,  now  in  convention,  at  Watertown. 

The  order  of  the  day  [was]  moved  for. 

Ordered,  That  ]\Ir.  Fisher,  Col.  Bowers,  Col.  Gerrish,  Mr.  Bayley 
and  Mr.  Slead,  be  a  committee  to  consider  the  two  returns  of  mem- 
bers from  Eastham. 

The  returns  of  three  members  from  Hardwick,  who  are  to  attend 
this  Congress  severally,  each  two  months,  was  approved  of. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  Gen.  Thomas's  letter,  reported 
verbally ;  the  report  was  accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to 

(1)  A  renjoDstrance  was  presented  against  the  return  of  Mr.  Amos  Knowles,  Jr.,  one  of  the 
members  returned  from  Eastham,  wiili  testimony  tending  to  prove,  that  he  had  used  expressions  re- 
flecting on  the  wisdom  and  fidehty  of  Congress,  and  that  he  entertained  sentiments  unfavorable 
to  its  policy  and  measures.  These  charges  were  denied,  and  the  origin  attributed  to  personal  or 
party  hostility  by  the  respondent.  The  election  of  the  members  from  Eastham  and  Williamsburg 
was  contested,  on  the  ground  that  the  town  meetings  were  not  properly  notified. 

(2)  The  sermon  of  Doct.  T.angdoa  was  from  Isaiah  i.  26.  *^Jind  I  iciU.  restore  thy  judges  as  at  the 
first,  and  thy  counsellors  as  at  the  hetrinmnsr ;  afterirards  thou  shali  be  called  the  city  of  righteousness, 
the  faithful  city."    The  discourse  was  printed  at  Cambridge. 
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writing,  and  one  copy  sent  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge,  and  another  to 
the  camp  at  Roxbury. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Palmer,  Mr.  Williams  and  Deacon  Cheever,  be 
a  committee  to  introduce  to  this  Congress  a  committee  from  the  rev- 
erend gentlemen  of  the  clergy,  in  convention  at  Watertown,  now  at 
the  door. 

The  committee  were  accordingly  introduced,  and  informed  the  Con- 
gress that  the  said  convention  would  be  glad  of  the  use  of  the  meeting- 
house to-morrow  morning,  at  eight  o'clock.  Then  the  said  committee 
withdrew. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Palmer,  Mr.  Williams  and  Deacon  Cheever,  be 
a  committee  to  inform  the  reverend  gentlemen  of  the  convention,  that 
this  Congress  comply  with  their  request,  and  that  the  comniiitee  lay 
before  the  said  convention,  a  copy  of  the  resolve  of  the  last  Congress, 
respecting  chaplains. 

ResolvLd,  That  Mr.  Hastings,  who  attended  the  last  Congress  as 
door-keeper,  be  desired  to  attend  this  Congress  till  further  orders. 

Ordered,  That  tiie  papers  relative  to  the  fortresses  at  Ticondcroga, 
&,c.,  be  laid  before  the  Congress. 

The  papers  being  read.  Resolved,  that  Mr.  Phelps,  who  was  the 
bearer  of  some  of  them,  be  introduced  to  the  Congress- 
After  information  from  Mr.  Phelps,  Ordered,  that  the  president,  Mr. 
Glover,  Col.  Nicholson,  Doct.  Taylor,  Mr.  Edwards,  Col.  Dwight, 
Doct.  Wheeler,  Mr.  Hale  and  Doct.  Whiting,  be  a  committee  to  take 
said  papers  into  consideration,  to  sit  forthwith,  and  report  as  soon  as 
may  be. 

Ordered,  That  the  Hon.  Mr.  Spooner,  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.  Greenleaf, 
Capt.  Batchelder  and  Col.  Otis,  be  a  committee  to  consider  a  letter 
from  the  committee  of  correspondence  of  the  colony  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, to  the  committee  of  correspondence  of  Newburyport.i 

The  Congress  then  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

(1)  The  following  letter,  from  the  romniittee  of  correspondence  of  N'ew  Hampshire,  was  received 
in  Newburj  pojt  Muy  30lh,  and  immediately  forwarded  to  Consrress  : 

PORTSMOUTH,  29th  May,  1775. 

•*  GENTLEMEN  : — We  had  two  provision  vessels  seized  at  the  i&outh  of  our  harbor  the  laet  ni^ht, 
by  the  Scarborough:  and  upon  application  to  Capt.  Barclay  for  their  release,  tind  he  ha*  positive 
orders  from  the  admiral  to  take  possession  of  all  vessels  laden  with  provisions,  *alt,  or  niola*ae»,  and 
•end  them  to  Boston  ;  and  he  says  further,  those  orders  are  circular  throush  the  continent.  We  eive 
this  earliest  intelligence  for  your  government,  and  also  inform  you,  that  the  Cuiu-eaui,  a  umall  ahip 
of  six  or  eight  guns,  sails,  the  first  fair  wind,  to  convoy  the  two  ve.seU  already  «ei/ed,  lo  Boston, 
and  are  sorry  to  find  ourselves  unable  to  prevent  it,  as  we  have  our  harbor  blocked  up,  by  a  t^roty 
fun  ship,  and  have  no  vessel  of  force  able  to  retake  them.    One  reason  of  our  mentioning  ihi»  rir- 
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Thursday,  June  1,  1775. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  Gen.  Thomas's  letter,  brought 
in  the  following  report,  which  was  accepted,  and  a  copy  of  it  ordered 
to  be  sent  to  the  muster  master  at  Cambridge,  and  another  to  the  mus- 
ter master  at  Roxbury,  viz. : 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  a  letter  from  Gen.  Thomas, 
relative  to  immediately  paying  the  army  the  advance  pay,  have  attend- 
ed that  service,  and  beg  leave  to  report,  that  they  have  waited  on  the 
receiver  general,  to  know  of  him  how  soon  he  can  furnish  the  muster 
masters  with  the  notes  proposed  for  the  army  ;  and  were  informed  by 
the  receiver  general,  he  now  had  several  hundred  notes  ready  to  de- 
liver; and  that  he  had  provided  all  necessary  helps,  and  would  make 
the  greatest  despatch  possible ;  and  that  he  should  be  able,  at  least,  to 
pay  off  one  regiment  every  day,  and  perhaps  more ;  and  that  he  would, 
from  day  to  day,  deliver  one  half  of  said  notes  to  the  muster  master  at 
Cambridge,  and  the  other  half  to  the  muster  master  at  Roxbury. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  be  sent  to  the  muster  masters. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Jones  and  Mr.  Orne,  be  added  to  the  committee 
who  were  appointed  to  consider  the  returns  of  members  from  Eastham. 

Kcsolved,  That  the  following  members  be,  and  hereby  are  appoint- 
ed, monitors  in  this  Congress,  viz.  :  1st.  Col.  Gerrish :  2d.  Mr. 
Durfee  :  3d.  Col.  Farley  :  4th.  Doct.  Taylor  :  And  that  the  divis- 
ion of  the  house  be  as  follows,  viz.  : 

I^rst  Division :  the  pews  at  the  right  hand  of  the  pulpit,  and  all 
the  pews  on  the  west  and  south  part  of  the  meeting-house,  from  the 
aisle  that  bounds  the  seats  and  the  body  pews  : 

Second  Division  :  the  pews  on  the  left  hand  of  the  pulpit,  and  all 
the  pews  on  the  north  and  east  part  of  the  house,  from  the  aisle  that 
bounds  the  seats  and  the  body  pews : 

Third  Division :  all  the  body  pews  and  seats  on  the  left  hand  of  the 
broad  aisle : 

Fourth  Division  :  all  the  body  pews  and  seats  on  the  right  hand  of 
the  broad  aisle. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will  adopt  and  observe  the  rules  and 
orders  established  by  the  last  Congress. 

cumstance,  nnd  sendin;?  an  express  this  night  with  it,4s,  because  wo  have  just  heard  that  you  have 
an  armed  vessel  in  your  port." 

"  We  have  ordered  two  small  vessels  to  cruize  oft"  and  on,  and,  if  possible,  give  this  intelligence 
to  all  vessels  bound  to  this  or  any  other  port,  and  trust  you  will  do  the  same. 

By  order  of  the  Conunittee. 

Your  most  humble  servant, 

H.  WENTWORTH,  Chairman^ 

To  the  CmnmitUe  of  Cvrrespondencty  J\'erctrury. 
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Ordered,  That  Col.  Prescott,  Mr.  Slead,  Col.  Barrett,  Mr.  Thatcher, 
and  Mr.  Partridge,  be  a  committee  to  consider  what  number  of  the 
poor  of  the  town  of  Boston  should  be  sent  to  the  town  of  Ashby,  or 
other  towns,  not  mentioned  in  the  schedule  annexed  to  a  resolve  passed 
in  the  last  Congress. 

[The  committee  presented  the  following  report,  which  was  read  and 
accepted :] 

Whereas,  the  poor  of  the  town  of  Boston,  by  a  resolve  of  Congress 
passed  the  first  day  of  May  last,  are  confined  to  a  certain  number  of 
towns  and  districts  in  this  colony,  as  appears  by  a  schedule  annexed  to 
said  resolve,  and  some  of  said  poor  having  relations  and  connections 
in  other  towns  and  districts  than  are  mentioned  in  said  schedule,  and 
being  desirous  to  go  and  reside  in  such  places,  it  is,  tliercfore,  He- 
solved,  that  the  poor  of  Boston  may  be  removed  into  any  other  town  or 
district  in  this  colony,  where  the  selectmen  of  such  town  or  di.-trict 
shall  see  fit  to  receive  them,  all  sucii  towns  and  districts  ob^rrvinir  tlic 
rules,  regulations  and  directions  given  in  the  resolve  aforesaid,  and 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  rewards  and  privileges  as  mentiont  d  in 
said  resolve. 

Ordered,  That  Deacon  Fisher,  Mr.  Spaulding,  Mr.  Stickney,  Mr. 
Partridge  and  Major  Perley,  be  a  committee  to  consider  the  proposal 
of  the  reverend  gentlemen  of  the  clergy,  now  in  convention  at  Water- 
town,  [which  is  as  follows  :] 

To  the  Hon.  Joseph  Warren,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress of  the  Colony  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  S^c. : 

Sir  : — AVe,  the  pastors  of  the  congregational  churches  of  the  colo- 
ny of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  our  present  annual  convention,  grate- 
fully beg  leave  to  express  the  sense  we  have  of  the  regard  shewn  by 
the  honorable  Provincial  Congress  to  us,  and  the  encouragement  they 
have  been  pleased  to  afford  to  our  assembling  as  a  body  this  day. 
Deeply  impressed  with  sympathy  for  the  distresses  of  our  much  in- 
jured and  oppressed  country,  we  are  not  a  little  relieved,  in  beholding 
the  representatives  of  this  people,  chosen  by  tlieir  free  and  unbiassed 
suffrages,  now  met  to  concert  measures  for  their  relief  and  defence,  in 
whose  wisdom  and  integrity,  under  the  smiles  of  Divine  Providence, 
we  cannot  but  express  our  entire  confidence. 

As  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  raise  an  army  for  the  common 
safety,  and  our  brave  countrymen  have  so  willingly  offered  tlicmsehes 
to  this  hazardous  service,  we  are  not  insensible  of  the  va^t  burden  that 
their  necessary  maintenance  must  [devolve]  upon  the  people.  We, 
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therefore,  cannot  forbear,  upon  this  occasion,  to  offer  our  services  to 
the  public,  and  to  signify  our  readiness,  with  the  consent  of  our  seve- 
ral congregations,  to  officiate,  by  rotation,  as  chaplains  to  the  army. 

We  devoutly  commend  the  Congress,  and  our  brethren  in  arms,  to 
the  guidance  and  protection  of  that  Providence,  which,  from  the  first 
settlement  of  this  country,  has  so  remarkably  appeared  for  the  preser- 
vation of  its  civil  and  religious  rights. 

Samuel  Langdon,  Moderator. 

At  the  Convention  of  the  Ministers  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay^ 
June  1 ,  1775  : 

"The  convention,  taking  into  consideration  the  method  of  furnishing 
the  army  with  chaplains,  agreeably  to  the  offer  they  have  made  to  the 
honorable  Congress,  think  it  most  expedient,  that  a  sufficient  number 
of  persons  should  be  chosen  out  of  their  number,  by  the  officers  of 
the. army,  to  officiate  statedly,  rather  than  by  quick  rotation,  in  that 
character  ;  and  the  convention  depend,  that  the  parochial  duties  of 
those  ministers  who  shall  serve  in  the  army,  will  be  performed  by  their 
brethren  in  the  vicinity. 

A  true  copy.    Test :  Amos  Adams,  Scribe." 

Ordered,  That  Major  Fuller,  Col.  Cushing  and  Major  VVhittemore, 
be  a  committee  to  inquire  how  many  armourers  are  already  appointed 
in  the  Massachusetts  army,  and  how  many  more  are  necessary. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Brooks,  Capt.  Stone  and  Mr.  Crane,  be  a 
committee  to  consider  the  letter  from  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of 
Hopkinton,  and  that  they  sit  tbrthwith.i 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  letter  from  the  committee 
of  correspondence  for  the  colony  of  New  Hampshire,  reported,  ver- 
bally, that  it  was  their  opinion,  that  it  would  be  expedient  to  forward, 
forthwith,  a  copy  of  said  letter  to  the  committee  of  correspondence 
for  the  colony  of  Rhode  Island,  and  another  to  the  colony  of  Connec- 
ticut, and  that  the  several  members  of  the  sea  port  towns,  or  of  the 
towns  adjacent,  should  write  to  the  committee  of  such  sea  port  towns, 
informing  them  of  the  subject  of  said  letter. 

(1)  This  letter  states,  tlmt  a  false  alarm  having  been  spread  in  the  town  of  Hopkinton  and  the 
country  adjoininir,  the  people  were  called  from  their  lahors,  and  niurh  and  useless  loss  of  time  and 
expense  incurred  ;  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  such  p.l'irms,  a  roeetin;?  of  the  inhabitants  was  held, 
and  a  committee  of  safety,  con'^istinj  of  Gilbert  Dench,  Samuel  Park,  Ebonezer  Clatlin,  Samuel 
Hayden  and  Jonathan  Hale,  appointed,  to  determine  when  it  should  be  necessary  for  the  people  of 
the  town  to  inarch  on  any  alarm  ;  and  desired  the  Consrress  to  establish  some  signal,  by  which  au- 
thentic intelligence  nii^'ht  be  distinguLshed  from  false  reports. 
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Ordered^  That  Col.  Thompson,  Col.  Freeman  and  Mr.  Jevvett,  be  a 
committee  to  consider  a  letter  from  the  committee  of  safety  for  the 
touTi  of  Salem,  and  report.^ 

The  committee  on  the  Eastham  returns,  reported,  that  in  their  opin- 
ion neither  of  the  members  were  legally  chosen  ;  the  report,  after  de- 
bate, was  not  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  this  last  vote  be  reconsidered,  and  that  a  recommen- 
dation be  sent  to  the  town  of  Eastham,  to  choose  one  or  more  mem- 
bers, as  to  them  shall  seem  meet,  to  represent  them  in  this  Congress. 

Afternoon. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  letter  from  the  committee 
of  safety  of  the  town  of  Salem,  reported;  which  report  was  accepted, 
and  is  as  follows,  viz.  : 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  honorable  Provincial  Congress,  to 
take  into  consideration  the  letter  from  the  conimitttc  of  >af«'ty,  and 
town  clerk,  for  the  town  of  Salem,  respecting  the  answers  of  Mr.  Ste- 
phen Iligginson  to  questions  asked  him  before  the  House  of  Couitnnns 
of  Great  Britain,  »Soc,,  beg  leave  to  report:  that  they  have  critically 
examined  that  matter,  and  are  of  opinion  that  the  intentions  of  said 
Higginson,  in  those  answers,  were  friendly  to  the  inhabitants  of  Saleni 
and  Marblehead,  and  to  the  colonies  in  general,  and  that  he  ought  to 
be  honorably  acquitted  by  this  Congress,  and  recommended  to  the 
favor  of  the  public. 

(1)  A  petition  against  the  fishery  bill,  having  been  presented  in  the  House  of  Commons  of  Great 
Britain,  in  the  spring  of  1775,  setting  forth  that  a  great  number  of  innocent  persons,  particuhirlv  in 
the  island  of  Nantucket,  would  be  reduced  by  it  to  extreme  distress,  "  Mr.  Stephen  Higt'inson,  a 
native  of  Salem,  in  New  England,"  says  a  liOndon  paper,  "  was  called  to  the  bar,  to  prove  the  al- 
legations in  the  petition,  lie  stated  that  the  colonies  of  Massachusetts  Bay  and  New  Humpsliiro, 
Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island,  did  not  collectively  produce  sufficient  for  the  subsistence  of  their 
inhabitants,  and  that  they  received  considerable  from  the  Carolinas,  Virgmia,  Maryland,  Penn-ivl- 
vania  and  New  York  ;  that  there  were  then  employed  in  the  cod  lisheries  about  700  vessels,  from  J5 
to  70  tons,  which  carried  about  4000  men,  and  that  about  one  half  of  that  nundjer  wer-'  cnployi  d 
on  »horo  iu  curing  the  tish  ;  that  about  350  vessels  from  50  to  180  tons,  were  employed  in  conveying 
the  ti«h  to  market,  which  carried  about  3000  men  ;  that  if  the  cod  fisheries  should  be  prohibited, 
klKJUt  10,000  men  must  be  undt  r  the  necessity  of  seeking  employment ;  and  that  as  the  major  part 
of  them  would  not  settle  at  Halifax,  on  account  of  its  being  a  military  government,  they  nmst  either 
ttay  at  home  and  want  bread,  emigrate  to  the  southward,  or  go  to  the  French  at  Miquelon  and  St. 
Pierre  ;  and  as  many  of  the  inhabitants;  at  and  near  JIarblehead  were  Portuguese,  Dutch,  and  otlicr 
foreigners,  it  was  not  unlikely  but  they  might  easily  be  induced  th<-reto,"  The  above  statr  ineiiJ* 
of  Mr.  Higginson  were  printed  in  the  E.-'seT  Onzette,  vol.  vii,  number  353,  and  gave  offj-nce  to 
many  of  the  inhabitants  of  Salem  and  Marblehead,  as  being  designed  to  in  jure  the  province.  I'fou 
the  return  of  Mr.  Higginson  from  London,  he  immediately  present«-d  liirtisojf  hn^forc  the  roiumitt«-o 
of  safety  of  Salem,  who,  after  an  examination,  were  entirely  natistied  of  his  irinoc«  nc«>  and  good 
intention  in  the  matters  complained  of,  and  recommended  that  he  wail  on  the  I'roniici.ii  ('oiii.'re»*, 
and  obtain  the  decision  of  lliat  body  to  rjuiet  the  niiniis  of  the  people.  The  couiMUuiration."  of 
Richard  Derby,  Esq.,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  safety,  and  of  Timothy  Pickering,  Jr.,  K**]., 
clerk  of  the  town  of  Stdera,  presented  these  facta  for  the  coDiiideratioa  of  Congresi. 
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Ordered,  That  the  Hon.  Mr.  Dexter,  be  directed  to  inquire  of  the 
receiver  general,  if  he  has  received  the  money  from  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Russell,  atrreeablv  to  the  resolve  of  the  last  Conorress. 

Ordered,  That  Deacon  Bayley,  Capt.  Holmes  and  Col.  Thompson, 
be  a  committee  to  draw  up  a  resolve,  recommending  to  the  town  of 
Eastham  to  choose  a  new  member  or  members  to  represent  them  in 
this  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  three  hundred  passes,  of  the  following  form,  be 
printed,  viz. : 

To  THE  Guards  of  the  Coloxy  Army  : 
Pursuant  to  a  resolve  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  you  are  hereby 

ordered  to  permit  ,  a  member  of  said  Congress,  to  pass  and 

repass,  with  such  as  may  accompany  him,  at  all  times. 

 ,  President. 

June  1775. 

Hon.  Mr.  Dexter  reported  to  the  Congress,  that  he  had  made  in- 
quiry of  Mr.  Gardner,  tlie  receiver  general,  as  directed,  and  that  the 
receiver  general  informed  him  he  had  not  seen  Mr.  Russell  since  the 
order  of  Congress,  respecting  his  paying  the  public  moneys  he  has  in 
his  hands  to  Mr.  Gardner. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  letter  from  the  selectmen 
of  Hopkinton,  reported  :  the  report  was  recommitted,  and  Mr.  Phil- 
lips, Mr.  Partridge,  Col.  Richmond  and  Mr.  Sawyer  added  to  the  com- 
mittee. 

Ordered,  That  Doct.  Taylor,  Hon.  Mr.  Dexter  and  the  Hon.  Col. 
Bowers,  be  a  committee  to  co^^ide^  the  application  made  to  this  Con- 
gress by  Col.  Barrett,  in  behalf  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Emerson,  for  the  use 
of  one  of  the  horses  taken  from  the  regulars,  during  the  absence  of 
the  Hon.  Thomas  Cushing,  Esq.,  who  has  Mr.  Emerson's  horse  now 
in  the  public  service. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  request  of  Mr.  Emerson, 
reported.    The  report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  request  of  the  Rev.  Wil- 
liam Emerson  of  Concord,  respecting  the  use  of  a  horse  taken  upon  the 
19th  of  April  last,  from  one  of  the  regulars,  by  Mr.  Isaac  Kittridge 
of  Tewksbury,  Capt.  Nathan  Barrett,  and  Henry  Flint  of  Concord, 
beg  leave  to  report,  by  way  of  resolve,  that  said  horse  be  delivered  to 
said  Emerson,  by  the  person  or  persons  in  whosesoever  possession  he 
may  be  found,  he,  the  said  Emerson,  paying  a  reasonable  price  for 
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keeping  said  horse,  and  Mr.  Emerson  is  hereby  permitted  to  keep  and 
use  said  horse,  till  the  further  order  of  this  Congress. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  papers  relating  to  Ticon- 
deroga,  &.C.,  reported  a  letter  to  Col.  Arnold,  another  to  the  Hon. 
William  Williams,  Esq.,  speaker  of  the  assembly  of  the  colony  of 
Connecticut,  and  another  to  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, which  were  read  and  accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  authenticated, 
and  sent  forward,  and  are  as  follow,  viz. : 

Letter  to  Col.  Benedict  Arnold : 

Sir  : — This  Congress  have  received  yours  of  the  19th  and  23d  of 
May  ult.,  per  Capt.  Brown  and  Capt.  Phillips,  a  copy  of  which  has 
been  sent  to  New  Hampshire  ;^  they  highly  approve  of,  and  take  trreat 
satisfaction  in  the  acquisitions  you  have  made  at  Ticonderoga,  Crown 
Point,  on  the  lake,  &c.  As  to  the  state  you  are  in  rcNpectiim  men, 
provision,  &.C.,  we  have  advices  from  Connecticut  and  New  ^'ork,  that 
ample  preparation  is  making,  with  the  greatest  despatch,  in  those  two 
colonies,  from  whence  you  may  depend  on  •  being  seasonably  su[v 
plied.  They  are  sorry  to  meet  with  repeated  requests  from  you,  that 
some  gentleman  be  sent  to  succeed  you  in  command;  they  assure  you, 
that  they  place  the  greatest  confidence  in  your  fidelity,  knowledge, 
courage,  and  good  conduct ;  and  they  desire  that  you,  at  present,  dis- 
miss the  thoughts  of  quitting  your  important  connnand  at  Ticondero- 
ga, Crown  Point,  Lake  Champlain,  &.C.,  and  you  are  hereby  requested 
to  continue  your  command  over  the  forces  raised  by  this  colony,  posted 
at  those  several  places,  at  le^ast  until  the  colony  of  New  York  or  Con- 
necticut shall  take  on  them  the  maintaining  and  commanding  the 
same  agreeably  to  an  order  of  the  Continental  Congress. 

To  Col.  Benedict  Arnold^ 

Ticonderoga. 

P.  S. — We  have  just  received  intelligence,  by  a  letter  from  Gov. 
Trumbull,  that  the  general  assembly  have  ordered  a  thousand  men  to 
marcli  immediately  to  reenforce  the  army  now  at  Crown  Point,  Ticon- 
deroga, &:c.,  also  [to  send]  500  lbs.  powder,  and  also  that  each  soldier  is 
furnished  with  one  pound  of  powder,  *^c.  The  Congress  further  advise, 
that  in  case  your  present  necessity  requires  it,  you  make  use  of  the 
.£160  you  found  on  board  the  sloop,  for  the  service  of  this  colony,  you 
accounting  for  the  same  to  this  or  some  other  congress,  or  liousc  of 


(I)  These,  with  other  letters  of  Col.  Arnold,  and  documents  relating  to  the  capture  of  Ticum 
roga,  too  voluminous  to  be  annexed  to  the  text  aa  notes,  are  inserted  in  the  Appendix. 
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representatives  of  this  colony ;  and  they  hereby  assure  you,  that  this 
colony  will  repay  it,  whenever  it  shall  be  ordered  by  the  Continental 
Congress  ;  and  that  you  also  complete  the  raising  the  number  of  four 
hundred  men  in  the  pay  of  this  colony,  if  you  judge  it  necessary. 

[TV?  the  House  of  Assembly  of  Connecticut  :'\ 
Gentlemen  : — AVe  gratefully  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor 
of  the  2Tth  ult.  We  fully  concur  in  opinion  with  you,  that  maintain- 
ing a  post  at  Ticonderoga  or  Crown  Point,  is  of  the  utmost  import- 
ance :  therefore,  lake  particular  satisfaction,  that  you  have,  on  this 
subject,  so  early,  and  repeatedly  expressed  your  minds  to  the  Conti- 
nental Congress. 

By  private  intelligence  of  the  20th  ult.,  sent  to  Capt.  Joseph  Trum- 
bull, we  are  informed,  that  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New  York,  do 
not  understand  the  resolve  of  the  Continental  Congress,  concerning 
said  fortresses,  to  extend  so  far  as  wholly  to  dismantle  them  ;  but  so 
far,  only,  as  to  supply  any  fortifications  that  may  be  built  at  the  south 
end  of  Lake  George ;  which  resolve,  in  this  sense  of  it,  they  are,  with 
despatch,  executing  :  therefore,  in  our  present  distressing  situation,  we 
have  postponed  sending  further  assistance  to  IpCoi.H  Arnold,  especially 
since  New  York  have  not  retjuested  it. 

To  the  Hon.  Mll/iam  M'il/iams, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut. 

[7o  the  Provincial  Con  stress  of  A^ew  Hampshire  :^ 
Gentlemen  : — "We  send  you  enclosed,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Col. 
Arnold,  commander  of  the  troops  at  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point, 
together  with  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  rep- 
resentatives for  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  by  which  you  will  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  present  situation  of  those  fortresses,  and  the  meas- 
ures necessary  to  be  taken  for  securing  and  defending  so  valuable 
acquisitions. 

Y^ou  will,  doubtless,  agree  with  us  in  sentiment,  that  it  is  a  matter 
of  the  greatest  importance,  that  those  places  remain  in  our  possession, 
in  order  to  secure  our  frontiers  from  the  depredations  of  our  enemies, 
if  they  should  attempt  to  attack  us  from  that  quarter,  of  which  there 
appears  to  be  great  danger. 

It  was  the  agreement  of  this  colony,  that  four  hundred  men,  and 
,£100  in  money,  should  be  raised  for  the  reduction  of  the  place;  and 


a  |iCaptain.|j 
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it  is  our  determination  to  contribute  our  full  proportion  toward  secur- 
ing the  acquisition.  By  the  letter  from  the  speaker  of  the  house  of 
representatives  for  Connecticut,  you  will  find,  that  that  colony  have 
voted  to  send  immediately  to  their  assistance,  four  companies,  and  500 
pounds  weight  of  powder  ;  and  we  suppose  the  troops  are  on  the 
march  there  :  and  we  most  earnestly  request,  that  you  would  contrib- 
ute your  endeavors,  likewise,  for  the  speedy  and  etfectual  t^ecurity  of 
the  aforementioned  places,  which,  considering  the  importance  of  the 
affair,  and  the  ready  disposition  which  you  have  discovered  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  common  cause,  leaves  us  no  room  to  doubt  of  your  com- 
pliance therewith. 

To  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New  Hampshire. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  be,  and  hereby  is  empowered,  to  ap- 
point some  person  to  assist  him  in  his  office. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Friday,  June  2, 1775. 
The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  recommendinir  to 
the  town  of  Eastham  to  choose  one  or  more  meml>ers  to  represent 
them  in  this  Congress,  reported ;  the  report  was  accepted,  and  is  as 
follows,  viz.  : 

Whereas,  this  Congress,  upon  examination,  judge  that  the  persons 
returned  as  delegates  for  Eastham,  in  the  county  of  Rarnstable,  were 
not  legally  chosen,  and  that  the  allowing  either  of  them  a  seat  in  tliis 
house  would  be  attended  with  many  inconveniences ;  therefore,  Re- 
solved, that  it  be,  and  it  hereby  is  recommended,  to  the  said  town  of 
Eastham,  that  they  forthwith  elect  or  depute  one  or  more  persons,  to 
serve  for,  and  represent  said  town,  in  the  Provincial  Congress,  now 
held  at  the  meeting-house  in  Watertown,  to  be  chosen  by  such  only  as 
are  qualified  to  vote  for  representatives  in  the  general  assembly,  and  to 
be  continued  by  adjournment,  as  they  shall  see  cause,  until  the  expira- 
tion of  six  months  from  the  first  sitting  of  this  Congress,  and  no  lon- 
ger, and  to  consult,  and  deliberate,  and  resolve,  upon  such  further 
measures,  as,  under  God,  shall  be  effectual,  to  save  this  people  from 
impending  ruin,  and  to  secure  those  inestimable  liberties,  derived  to 
us  from  our  ancestors,  and  which  it  is  our  duty  to  preserve  for  pos- 
terity. 

Resolved^Thht  ten  o'clock,  this  forenoon,  be  assigned  for  the  choice 
of  a  chaplain  for  this  Congress. 
37 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Fislier,  Col.  Barrett,  Capt.  Iloliines,  Col.  Bowers 
and  Col.  Sawyer,  be  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  resolve  for  making  fur- 
ther provision  for  distributing  the  poor  of  Boston  to  such  towns  in  the 
colony  as  the  committee  may  think  convenient. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Gerrish,  Mr.  Spooner,  Mr.  Sever,  Col.  Bowers, 
and  Mr.  Fisher,  be  a  committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  petition 
and  memorial  of  the  several  committees  of  correspondence  for  the 
county  of  Worcester,  and  report. ^ 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  resolve  and  proposals  of 
the  reverend  gentlemen  of  the  clergy,  reported  ;  the  report  was  ac- 
cepted, and  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

Whereas,  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  that  our  colony  army  be 
furnished  with  gentlemen  to  act  as  chaplains,  on  whose  virtue,  firmness 
and  patriotism  they  can  safely  rely  ;  and  whereas,  the  reverend  con- 
vention of  the  clergy  of  tiiis  colony  have,  most  nobly  and  without  re- 
ward, tendered  their  services. in  their  country's  cause  : 

Therefore,  Jxr^oh'ed/Y\\\ii  tlie  general  and  field  officers  be,  and  they 
hereby  are  empowered  and  directed,  to  choose  nine  gentlemen  of  the 
clergy  of  this  colony,  to  act  as  chaplains  to  said  army  :  provided  that 
not  more  than  two  of  them  belong  to  any  one  county  :  and  the  gene- 
ral officers  of  said  army  are  hereby  empowered  to  determine  the  regi- 
ments to  which  each  chaplain  slinll  be  desired  to  officiate;  and  also, 
the  committee  of  supplies  are  hereby  directed  to  make  suitable  provis- 
ion for  said  chaplains  during  their  continuance  in  camp. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Spooner,  Col.  Richmond  and  Col.  Dwight,  be  a 
committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  expense  Capt.  Phelps  has 
been  at,  in  supplying  the  Massachusetts  forces  at  Ticonderoga,  and 
report. 

Ordered,  That  Doct.  Whiting  and  Doct.  Bailies,  be  added  to  the 
committee  which  was  appointed  by  the  last  Congress,  to  examine  those 
persons  who  might  be  nominated  for  surgeons  of  the  Massachusetts 
army. 

Ordered,  That  Deacon  Bayley,  lion.  Joseph  Gerrish,  Esq.,  Josiah 
Johnson,  Esq.,  Mr.  John  flaie,  lion.  William  Sever,  Esq.,  Col.  Joseph 
Otis,  Hon.  Jerathmiel  Bowers,  Col.  Cutt,  Capt.  Stephen  Maynard,  Col. 
Thompson,  Mr.  Joseph  North  and  Timothy  Edwards,  Esq.,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  take  into  consideration  the  situation  and  circumstances  of 

(1)  The  purpoit  of  this  moniorial  nr.xy  be  iiifcrn-il  from  a  resolution  of  the  coiiventioa  of  com- 
mittees of  correspomi-'nce  of  the  county  of  AVorcester,  .Miiy  31,  1775  :  "f«<t;t/,  TJiat  a  committee 
be  chosen  to  draw  up  a  remonstrance  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  that  no  man  bo  allowed  to  have  a 
seat  therein,  who  does  not  vote  away  his  own  money  for  public  purposes,  in  common  with  the  other 
memberu  and  his  cqnstiluents  " 
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the  sea  port  towns  and  islands  in  this  colony,  which  are  exposed  to  the 
excursions  and  ravages  of  the  enemy,  and  in  particular  to  consider  the 
letter  of  Mr.  Stephen  Nye  to  Col.  Freeman  ;  the  petition  from  the 
town  of  Kittery  ;  the  resolve  of  the  last  Congress  relative  to  the  inva- 
*  sion  of  the  enemy  on  our  sea  coasts,  &:c.  ;  and  a  petition  from  some 

of  the  inhabitants  of  Deer  Island,  and  sit  forthwith,  and  report  as 
soon  as  may  be.^ 

Order  of  the  day  moved  for. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Bliss  and  Mr.  Toby,  be  a  committee 
to  receive,  sort  and  count  the  votes  for  a  chaplain.  The  conmiittee 
having  attended  that  service,  reported,  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  [William] 
Gordon  was  chosen. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Davis,  Mr.  Wheeler  and  Major  Bliss,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  wait  upon  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gordon,  informinii  him  that  this 
Congress  have  made  choice  of  him  to  ofticiate  as  their  chaplain  during 
its  .session  in  this  place.  v*;m     :  , 

The  committee  appointed  to  inquire  how  many  armourers  were  ap- 
pointed, iScc,  reported,  that  the  committee  of  safety  informed  thetn 
that  there  were  thirteen  appointed,  and  several  others  nominated,  and 
that  the  general  officers  had  agreed  that  thirteen  was  a  sufficient  num- 
ber, but  that  they  were  in  want  of  tools  and  stock. 

Afternoon. 

Ordered,  That  commissions  be  given  to  the  officers  of  Col.  Scam- 
mell's  regiment,  except  such  captains  as  have  already  received  their 
commissions,  agreeably  to  the  list  by  him  exhibited. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Prescott,  Col.  Freeman,  Hon.  Mr.  Spooner,  Mr. 
Partridge,  Col.  Cushing,  Col.  Spaulding  and  Col.  Saver,  be  a  commit- 
tee to  consider  the  petition  of  Capt,  Jacob  Gerrish,  and  seven  other 
captains  in  the  Massachusetts  army. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Richmond  be,  and  hereby  is  appointed,  to  coun- 
tersign the  notes,  which  were  ordered  to  be  prepared  for  the  soldiers' 
advance  pay,  in  the  room  of  Major  Fuller,  who  declines  serving  fur- 
ther in  that  business. 

Ordered,  That  Deacon  Baker,  Major  Brooks,  Mr.  Nichols  and  Col. 
Grout,  be  added  to  the  committee  who  were  appointed  by  the  last  Con- 
gress, to  draw  up  some  easy  and  concise  method  of  making  salt  petre. 

f  (1)  AH  the  petitions  from  the  sea  port  towns,  represent,  in  su'.stanco,  that  the  harliorn  lie  oj^n 

to  the  enemy,  that  the  lives  and  property  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Atlantic  coast  are  cxp<>««'(l  to 
danger  from  the  incursions  of  the  Britisii  troop:j  :  that  the  want  of  arm^i  and  ammunition  prfvenl* 
prudent  preparations  for  defence  ;  and  some  papers  contain  niovin;:  dt-joriptions  of  alarm  and  prrU 
from  the  approacii  of  the  king's  war  siiips,  and  of  Raftering  atid  distress  from  the  scanty  »upply  of 
food.    Such  waa  the  general  tenor  of  the  memoriaU  mentioned  in  the  text. 
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Ordered,  That  the  officers  of  Col.  Gardner's  regiment  be  commis- 
sioned agreeably  to  the  list  by  him  exhibited. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Parker,  Capt.  Thatcher,  Mr.  Jewett,  Col.  Por- 
ter and  Mr.  Singletary,  be  a  committee  to  consider  what  is  best  to  be 
done  with  the  horses  lately  taken  Irom  Noddle's  Island. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  petition  of 
Capt.  Jacob  Gerrish  and  others,  reported,  verbally,  that  they  think  it 
expedient  that  Col.  Gerrish  be  notiticd  to  attend  said  committee,  to- 
morrow morning,  at  eight  o'clock,  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Learned,  in 
Watertown,  if  he  sees  cause:  thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  committee  be  directed  to  bring  in  a  short 
resolve  for  this  purpose. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  what  is  best  to  be  done  with 
the  horses  taken  from  Noddle's  Island,  reported.  The  report  was  ac- 
cepted, and  is  as  follows,  viz.  : 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  what  shall  be  done  with  the 
horses  taken  by  our  forces  from  Noddle's  Island,  which  belong  to  our 
enemies,  beg  leave  to  report :  that  the  same  horses  be  delivered  to  the 
committee  of  supplies,  to  be  by  them  used  and  improved  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  colony,  as  they  shall  think  fit,  until  further  order  from  this 
or  some  future  congress,  or  house  of  representatives. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Farley,  Deacon  Baker  and  Mr.  Batchelder,  be  a 
committee  to  inquire  of  the  committee  of  safety,  what  progress  has 
been  made  in  the  rai.-ing  a  regiment  for  the  train. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve,  whereby  to  notify 
Col.  Gerrish  to  appear  before  said  committee  to-morrow  morning,  re- 
ported the  following,  which  was  read  and  accepted,  and  Capt.  Thatcher 
was  desired  to  carry  it  to  Col.  Gerrish  this  evening.  It  is  as  follows, 
viz. : 

To  Col.  Samuel  Gerrish  : 

A  number  of  gentlemen  have  presented  a  petition  to  this  Congress, 
in  behalf  of  themselves  and  the  men  they  have  enlisted,  praying  that 
Capt.  Moses  Little  and  i\Ir.  Isaac  Smith  may  be  appointed  and  com- 
missioned as  two  of  the  field  olTicers  over  them.  Six  of  the  said  peti- 
tioners are  returned  by  you  as  your  captains,  as  appears  by  your  return, 
and  the  petition  has  been  committed  to  a  committee,  to  hear  the  peti- 
tioners and  report  to  the  Congress  ;  and  it  is,  therefore,  Ordered,  that 
the  said  Col.  Samuel  Gerrish  be  notified,  and  he  is  hereby  notified,  to 
attend  the  said  committee,  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Learned,  in  Watertown, 
the  3d  day  of  June  instant,  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 
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Read  and  accepted,  and  Capt.  Thatcher  was  desired  to  carry  this 
resolve  to  Col.  Gerrish  this  evening. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  subject  of  the  letter  from 
the  selectmen  of  Ilopkinton,  again  reported.  The  consideration  of 
the  report  was  ordered  to  be  put  off  till  to-morrow  morning,  eleven 
o'clock. 

The  committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gordon,  report- 
ed, that  they  had  informed  Mr.  Gordon  that  this  Congress  had  ap- 
pointed him  their  chaplain,  and  that  Mr.  Gordon  told  them  he  would 
attend  this  Congress  to-morrow  morning. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  expense  Mr.  Phelps  had 
been  at,  in  supplying  the  Massachusetts  forces  at  Ticonderoiia,  exhib- 
ited an  account,  which  they  looked  upon  was  not  sujiported  by  any 
vouchers,  and  therefore  submitted  the  matter  to  Congress.  Onhrvd^ 
that  the  consideration  of  the  same  be  put  off  to  to-morrow  n»orning. 

The  Congress  then  adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Saturday,  June  3,  177r>. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Palmer,  Col.  Davis,  Mr.  Glover,  Deacon  Gould 
and  Mr.  Webster,  be  a  committee  to  consider  a  resolve  of  the  connnit- 
tee  of  safety,  respecting  a  person  in  Brookline,  who  is  broke  out  with 
the  small  pox,  and  that  they  sit  forthwith.  ^" 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  situation  and  circumstan- 
ces of  the  islands  and  sea  coasts,  reported  : 

1st.  That  the  petition  of  Col.  Lithgow  be  committed  to  the  commit- 
tee of  supplies : 

2d.  A  resolve  on  the  subject  of  Mr.  Nye's  letter,  [which  is  as  fol- 
lows :] 

[Whereas,  the  forces  under  the  command  of  general  Gage,  are  fre- 
quently plundering  and  making  depredations  on  the  islands  and  sea 
coasts  of  this  province,  particularly  on  the  island  of  Nashawn,  and 
others  adjacent ;  whereby,  not  only  individuals,  but  the  public,  are 
much  injured,  and  our  eneniies  strengthened.  Resolved,  therefore, 
that  it  be  recommended  to  all  those  persons  occupying  the  islands  or 
sea  coasts  aforesaid,  which  are  exposed  to  be  ravaged  or  plundered, 
and  cannot  be  defended  by  the  inhabitants ;  to  remove  all  their  hay, 
cattle,  horses,  sheep,  &c.,  so  far  into  the  country,  or  otherwise  dis- 
pose of  them,  that  they  may  be  out  of  the  way  of  our  implacable  ene- 
mies ;  also,  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  committee  of  correspon- 
dence, in  each  town  and  district,  or  selectmen,  where  no  such  commit- 
tee is  chosen,  to  take  effectual  care  that  this  resolve  be  immediately, 
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strictly  and  fully  executed,  and  that  all  persons  who  refuse  to  comply 
herewith,  be  viewed  as  disposed  to  furnish  our  enemies  with  such  un- 
removed  hay  and  stock,  and  shall  therefore  be  held  as  inimical  to  the 
liberty  and  rights  of  this  country.] 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  a  resolve  of  the  committee  of 
safety,  reported  the  following  resolve,  which  was  accepted,  viz.  : 

Whereas,  a  person  is  now  broke  out  with  the  small  pox,  at  Brook- 
line,  on  the  road  between  Cambridge  and  Roxbury,  whereby  the  pub- 
lic in  general,  and  the  camps  in  particular,  will  be  greatly  endangered, 
if  said  person  is  suffered  to  remain  in  said  house  : 

Therefore,  liesolccd,  That  said  person  be  immediately  removed  to 
the  house  of  Ebenczer  Smith  in  Little  Cambridge,  wherein  the  small 
pox  has  lately  been  ;  and  that  the  selectmen  of  Brookline  are  hereby 
directed  to  remove  said  person  to  said  house,  in  the  most  careful  man- 
ner, at  the  expense  of  said  town  of  Brookline ;  and  the  selectmen  of 
Cambridge  are  hereby  directed  to  receive  said  person  into  said  Smith's 
house. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gerry,  lion.  Mr.  Spooner,  Major  Bliss,  Hon. 
Mr.  Sever,  Col.  Freeman,  Col.  Farley  and  Col.  Richmond,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  consider  a  resolve  of  the  committee  of  safety,  relative  to  a 
reenforcement  of  the  Massachusetts  army,  for  the  protection  of  the 
sea  coasts,  &c. ;  and  that  this  committee  be  directed  to  confer  with 
the  committee  of  safety  on  the  subject  of  it;  and  that  those  gentle- 
men, who  have  been  appointed  and  commissioned  as  general  officers,  be 
invited  to  the  conference. 

Also,  Jlcsoli'cd,  That  eight  o'clock,  on  Monday  morning  next,  be 
assigned  for  such  conference,  to  be  held  at  Cambridge,  and  that  the 
committee  of  safety,  and  the  said  general  ofiicers,  be  served  with  a 
copy  of  this  resolve. 

A  number  of  papers  from  the  committee  of  safety,  respecting  Col. 
Jonathan  Brewer,  were  read.i 

Resolved,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  papers  relative  to 
Col.  Jonathan  Brewer,  be  referred  to  the  afternoon,  three  o'clock. 

Aftprnoon. 

Ordered,  That  a  commission  be  prepared,  and  delivered  to  Col. 
John  Nixon. 

Ordered,Thvit  Mr.  Gieenleaf,  Capt.  Bragdon  and  Mr.  Sawyer,  be  a 

(1)  The  committee  of  safety  charged  Col.  Brewer  with  having  obtained  the  men  enlisted  into  the 
regiment  he  had  formed,  from  others  corps,  by  wrong  representations;  and  with  converting  private 
property  to  his  own  use  without  proper  authority. 
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committee  to  consider  the  petition  of  a  number  of  persons  of  the  town 
of  Dartmouth.^ 

The  committee  on  the  petition  of  Jacob  Gerrish  and  others,  report- 
ed verbally  :  agreeably  to  which  report, 

Resolved,  That  the  petition  be  so  far  granted,  as  that  the  petitioners 
be  directed  to  apply  to  the  committee  of  safety,  for  a  recommendation 
to  this  Congress,  to  commission  Capt.  Moses  Little  as  colonel  of  a 
regiment  in  the  Massachusetts  army. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Dwight,  Hon.  Mr.  Sever,  Col.  Farley,  Major 
Bliss  and  Mr.  Edwards,  be  a  committee  to  take  into  con;>ideratioii  a 
letter  from  Col.  James  Easton,  and  report. 

[The]  order  of  the  day  [was]  moved  for. 

The  papers  respecting  Col,  Brewer  were  read.    After  debate, 

3/0 rcf/,  That  the  matter  subside;  the  question  beiuL'"  {>nl,  it  par^scd 
in  the  negative.  Moved,  that  the  petitioner  be  admitted  on  the  lloor  ; 
the  question  was  put,  and  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Jhsolrrd,  That  Tuesday  next,  at  eight  o'clock,  A,  M.,  be  assiiinod 
for  hearing  Col.  Jonathan  Brewer,  on  the  subject  of  certain  p:tpers 
laid  before  this  Congress  by  order  of  the  committee  of  safety,  and  that 
the  committee  of  safety,  as  also  Col.  Brewer,  be  served  with  a  copy  of 
this  resolve,  and  that  Col.  Brewer  be  directed  to  bring  with  him  a  re- 
turn of  the  number  of  men  enlisted  in  his  regiment,  distinguishing 
how  many  are  present  at  head  quarters,  and  how  many  are  absent. 

Agreeably  to  an  order  of  Congress,  a  colonel's  commission  was  de- 
livered to  Col.  John  Nixon. 

The  committee  on  the  petition  from  Dartmouth,  reported.  The  re- 
port being  amended,  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz.  : 

On  the  petition  of  David  Shepherd  and  others,  from  Dartmouth, 
representing  that  uneasiness  has  arisen  on  account  of  said  petitioners 
fitting  out  sundry  vessels  for  whaling  voyages,  and  for  the  West  Indies, 
Iifsolvcd,  tliat  the  petitioners  be  informed,  that  this  Congress  know  of 
no  objection  to  their  pursuing  the  above  voyage,  or  any  other  where 
they  are  willing  to  risk  their  interest,  provided  that  the  owners  and 

(1)  Thf?  |>ctition  of  David  Shepherd  and  ei<rliteen  others,  dated  Dartmouth,  June  1,  1775,  showsi, 
*•  that  the  subscribers  have,  at  great  expense,  titled  out  some  of  our  vessels  for  whalin?  voyages, 
and  one  or  two  with  lumber,  &,c.  for  the  West  Indies,  some  of  whitii  are  now  ready  lof  f.-a, 
being  advised  thereto  by  tlie  committee  of  correspondence  of  the  towsi,  and  not  l.-in^  ri  •'triric*! 
therefrom  by  the  Continental  or  Provincial  Congress,  the  advice  and  directions  of  whom  wo  are  de- 
termined to  abide  by  in  this  atfair ;  notwithstanding  which,  some  people  nianiJi  st  utu  s'»in.  *!*  tiial  we 
should  send  our  vessels  to  sea,  and  will  not  be  satisfied  unless  we  have  the  advice  of  the  honorable 
the  Provincial  Congress,  now  sitting,  thereon,  which  will  ijuiet  the  minds  of  the  [H-opIe,  ar.<!  -ive 
them  aud  ua  satisfaction  relative  to  the  mutter.  Therefore,  the  petitioners  piuy  ad»ice  and  direc- 
tion." 
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masters  of  such  vessels  strictly  adhere  to  the  resolutions  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress. 

Ordered,  That  a  messenger  be  forthwith  sent  to  the  receiver  general 
with  the  following  letter,  viz.  : 

Sir  : — The  absolute  necessity  of  paying  the  colony  forces  immedi- 
ately, having  been  duly  considered  by  this  Congress,  and  not  being 
able  to  make  necessary  payments,  to  prevent  the  troops  from  returning 
home,  without  your  being  present ;  you  are  therefore  directed,  upon 
the  receipt  of  this  order,  immediately  to  repair  to  this  place,  and  make 
the  utmost  despatch  in  completing  the  signing  of  the  bills  wanted  for 
the  above  purposes. 

P.  S. — The  Congress  is  just  informed,  that  a  gentleman  at  Salem 
has  c£500,  which  he  is  willing  to  lend  the  province;  which  would  be 
of  the  greatest  importance  to  pay  immediately  to  the  soldiers,  and 
might  prevent  the  greatest  mischiefs. 

Resolved,  That  IMr.  Phillips  be  desired  to  repair  to  Salem  to  Mr. 
Becket,  desiring  him  to  bring,  or  send,  the  money  he  has  offered  to 
lend  the  province,  to  this  place,  to-morrow  morning,  and  take  a  note 
therefor  from  the  receiver  gener;d. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Stone  be  directed  to  apply  to  Mr.  Revere,  de- 
siring him  to  attend  the  business  of  staniping  the  notes  for  the  sol- 
diers, all  the  ensuing  night,  if  he  can,  and  to  finish  them  with  the 
greatest  despatch  possible ;  and  also  to  despatch  a  messenger  to  Major 
Fuller,  desiring  him  to  attend  to  countersign  them. 

Adjourned  to  eight  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Sdndat,  June  4,  1775. 

JResolced,  That  Col.  Ilenshaw  be  admitted  to  give  an  account  of  his 
proceedings  at  Connecticut,  where  he  was  sent  by  the  last  Congress 
on  the  aflTair  of  Ticonderoga. 

Hesidved,  That  Col.  Asa  AVhitcomb  be  directed  to  pay  the  advance 
pay  to  those  companies  of  Col.  Patterson's  regiment,  who  came  from 
the  county  of  Berkshire,  out  of  the  first  money  he  may  receive  from 
the  receiver  general. 

Resolvedy  That  Col.  Lemuel  Robinson  be  directed  to  pay  the  ad- 
vance pay  to  the  three  companies  of  Col.  [Fellow's]  regiment,  which 
came  from  the  county  of  Berkshire,  out  of  the  first  money  he  may  re- 
ceive from  the  receiver  general. 

Ordered,  That  the  papers  exhibited  by  Col.  Henshaw  be  put  into 
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the  hands  of  the  committee  of  safety,  and  the  committee  of  this  Con- 
gress, who  are  appointed  to  confer  with  them  to-morrow  morning. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Sullivan,  Hon.  Mr.  Spooner  and  Col.  Prescott, 
be  a  committee  to  inquire  what  number  of  colony  notes  are  struck  off, 
how  many  are  signed,  whether  the  press  is  now  going,  and  to  make  a 
thorough  inquiry  in  this  respect,  and  report  at  the  adjournment. 

Ordered,  That  Doct.  Whiting  be  appointed  to  employ  a  messenger, 
to  be  sent  to  Major  Fuller,  directing  his  attendance  to  the  service  of 
countersigning  the  notes,  immediately. ^ 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Bragdon  and  Col.  Thompson,  be  appointed  to 
attend  Mr.  Revere  whilst  he  is  striking  off  the  notes  for  advance  pay 
to  the  soldiers,  night  and  day,  [^alternately,]  till  tlicy  are  all  struck  off. 

The  committee  on  Col.  Easton's  letter,  reported,  tiiat  it  was  their 
opinion  it  would  be  best  to  commit  it  to  the  comjiiittee  who  were  ap- 
pointed to  confer  with  the  committee  of  safety,  to-morrow  morning: 
it  was  accordingly  given  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Spooner. 

Ordered,  That  the  key  and  billet  delivered  to  this  Congress,  from 
Major  Fuller,  by  Capt.  Stone,  be  put  into  the  hands  of  tiie  committee 
who  were  appointed  to  make  inquiry  respecting  the  colony  notes.  , 

Adjourned  to  twelve  o'clock. 

[Noon.] 

Met  at  twelve  o'clock. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Richmond  be  excused  from  serving  on  the  com- 
mittee who  were  appointed  to  confer  with  the  committee  of  safety,  be- 
ing enoracred  in  countersiornincr  the  notes,  and  that  Col.  Gerrish  attend 
that  service  in  his  stead. 

Adjourned  to  four  o'clock,  afternoon. 

[AAcrnoon.] 

Met  at  four  o'clock,  and  adjourned  to  Monday  morning,  eight 
o'clock. 

Monday,  June  5,  1775, 

A  petition  from  Truro  for  powder  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  petition. 
•  Ordered,  That  Col.  Foster  be,  and  hereby  is  appointed,  to  counter- 
sign the  S'20,  614,  and  >=6  notes. 

Or^/<;rtY/,That  Mr.  Pickering,  Mr.  Phillips  and  ISIr.  [''Goodwin,]  be  ap- 
pointed to  number  the  notes  which  are  preparing  for  advance  pay  for 
the  soldiers.  Mr.  Pickerino-,  to  number  the  sheets  struck  otT  on  tl»e 
first  plate;  Mr.  Phillips,  those  of  the  second;  and  Mr.  ['<joodwiu,]  tliose 
of  the  third. 

a  [alternatively.]  b  [Gooding.] 

(1)  Major  Fuller  was  detained,  by  sickness,  from  attendance  on  the  committee. 

38 
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Ordered^  That  the  letter  from  Gov.  TrumbiilJ,  just  received  and 
read,  be  committed  to  the  committee  of  safety,  and  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  confer  with  them. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Foster  bring  in  a  resolve,  appointing  some  per- 
sons to  examine  and  inspect  the  mineral  earth,  brought  by  him  to  this 
place. 

Col.  Foster  brought  in  a  resolve  accordingly,  which  was  accepted, 
and  is  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  Doct.  Whiting,  Deacon  Baker  and  Col.  Grout,  be  a 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  nature  and  quality  of  the  said  mineral 
earth,  and  in  such  inquiry  to  consult  the  Hon.  Joseph  Warren,  Esq. 
and  Mr.  Professor  Sewall,  and  such  other  persons  as  they  may  think 
proper,  and  report  to  this  Congress  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sullivan,  Mr.  Greenleaf,  Mr.  Partridge,  Col. 
Gushing  and  Mr.  Edwards,  be  a  committee  to  hold  a  conference  with 
the  general  oflicers  of  the  American  army,  and  to  inquire  of  them 
whether  there  is  any  thing  this  Congress  can  do  to  preserve  the  health 
of  said  army. 

A  petition,  signed  by  Phillip  Hubbard  and  others,  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sullivan,  Col.  Gushing,  Capt.  Holmes,  Mr.  Part- 
ridge and  Mr.  Currier,  be  a  committee  to  consider  what  order  it  would 
be  proper  for  this  Congress  to  take  relative  to  any  letters  which  have 
been  or  may  be  intercepted. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Edwards,  and  Mr.  Stone  of  Lexington,  be  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  what  is  become  of  a  letter  said  to  be  sent  by  the 
Stockbridge  Indians  to  this  Congress. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  respecting  intercept- 
ed letters,  reported ;  the  report  was  read  and  accepted,  and  is  as  fol- 
lows, viz. : 

Whereas,  it  has  been  represented  to  this  Congress,  that  several  let- 
ters, and  packets  of  letters,  of  public  concernment,  wrote  to  and  by 
the  avowed  enemies  of  this  country,  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  sun- 
dry persons  in  this  colony  ;  and,  whereas,  it  appears  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  all  such  letters  should  be  immediately  laid  before  this  Con- 
gress, for  their  consideration  ;  therefore,  Resolved,  that  all  persons  who 
now  are,  or  shall  hereafter  be  possessed  of  such  letters,  shall  lay  them, 
ais  soon  as  may  be,  before  this,  or  some  future  Congress,  for  their  ad- 
visement thereon. 

Afternoon. 

Resolved,  That  the  resolve  which  passed  this  Congress,  relative  to 
accommodating  the  Rev.  Mr.  Emerson  with  one  of  the  horses  taken 
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from  the  regulars,  be  so  far  reconsidered,  as  that  it  be  recommitted, 
for  a  plainer  description  of  the  horse  intended  to  be  delivered  to  him ; 
and  that  Col.  Batchelder  and  Col.  Dwight  be  added  to  tlie  committee, 
in  the  room  of  Doct.  Taylor  and  Col.  Bowers,  who  are  absent. 

Ordered,  That  commissions  be  delivered  to  the  officers  of  Col. 
Nixon's  regiment,  agreeably  to  the  list  by  him  exhibited. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Fisher,  Col.  Barrett,  Capt.  Holmes,  Col.  Bowers 
and  Col.  Sawyer,  be  a  committee  to  consider  the  proposal  of  Capt. 
Foster,  relative  to  removing  the  poor,  and  the  goods  of  the  poor,  of 
the  town  of  Boston,  into  the  country. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  supplies  be  directed  to  lay  before 
this  Congress,  in  writing,  an  account  of  their  proceedings,  with  respect 
to  the  memorandum  of  Gen.  Ward  for  sundry  military  stores,  commit- 
ted to  them  by  the  last  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Stone,  Capt.  Smith  and  Col.  Goodrich,  be  a 
committee  to  inquire  of  the  committee  of  supplies,  if  they  have  sent 
to  New  York  for  any  of  the  powder,  which,  it  is  said,  is  lately  arrived 
tliere. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Fisher,  Capt.  Holmes,  Mr.  Sawyer,  Col.  Grout 
and  Mr.  Webster,  be  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  resolve  in  addition  to 
the  resolve  of  the  last  Congress,  respecting  the  poor  of  the  town  of 
Boston,  passed  the  first  ultimo,  which  shall  extend  to  such  of  the  poor 
of  said  town,  sufferers  by  the  Boston  port  bill,  as  were  removed  out  of 
that  town  before  the  date  of  said  resolve. 

The  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  nature  and  qualities  of 
the  mineral  earth,  brought  by  Col.  Foster  from  Brookfield,  reported, 
that  it  was  their  opinion,  and  the  opinion  of  those  whom  they  con- 
versed with  thereon,  that  it  contains  a  matter  useful  for  the  production 
of  nitre,  but  that  there  was  too  small  a  quantity  for  an  experiment  : 

Whereupon,  Ordered,  That  this  committee  be  directed  to  appoint 
some  suitable  person,  to  repair  to  Brookfield,  to  make  some  experi- 
ment with  the  mineral  earth,  which  is  said  to  be  there  in  large  quanti- 
ties. 

Ordered,  That  the  Hon.  Mr.  Dexter,  Col.  Otis,  Col.  Porter,  Capt. 
Stone  of  Oakham,  and  Capt.  Stone  of  Framingham,  be  a  committee 
to  bring  in  a  resolve  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  currency  to  the  bills 
of  credit  of  all  the  governments  on  the  continent. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  descriptive  of  the 
horse  designed  for  Mr.  Emerson,  reported  ;  the  report  was  read  and 
accepted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

Whereas,  in  a  resolve  of  this  Congress,  passed  the  1st  instant,  the 
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horse  appointed  for  the  use  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Emerson  of  Concord,  was 
not  so  fully  described  as  tliai  Thomas  Read  of  AVoburn,  the  keeper  of 
said  horse,  could,  with  safety,  deliver  him  to  said  Emerson  ;  therefore, 
Resolved,  that  said  Read  be,  and  liereby  is  directed,  to  deliver  a  cer- 
tain sorrel  horse,  that  was  taken  by  the  guards,  at  Roxbury,  from  an 
officer  of  general  Gage's  troops,  on  the  20th  of  April  last,  to  said 
Emerson,  he  paying  a  reasona]>Ie  sum  for  the  keeping  said  horse,  and 
said  Mr.  Emerson  is  hereby  permitted  to  keep  and  use  said  horse,  un- 
til the  further  order  of  this  Corifrress. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Porter,  Capt.  Stone  of  Oakham,  Capt.  Part- 
ridge, Col.  Otis  and  Deacon  Baker,  be  a  committee  to  consider  the 
letter  from  Mr.  Gridley  to  the  connuittee  of  safety,  and  to  confer  with 
them  thereon,  and  also  on  the  state  of  the  artillery  in  general. 

Resolved,  That  the  four  prisoners  brought  to  this  Congress  by  ser- 
geant John  Parker,  be  connnitted  to  the  custody  of  the  guard,  which 
is  appointed  to  guard  the  public  stores  in  Watertown,  till  further  or- 
ders of  this  Congress  ;  and  that  the  commissary  be  directed  to  provide 
what  provisions  they  may  stand  in  need  of,  till  to-morrow  morning. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sullivan  bring  in  a  resolve,  for  the  purpose  of 
discouraging  and  preventing  persons  from  taking  any  notes  or  bills  of 
credit,  of  this,  or  the  other  colonics,  under  the  value  specified  therein. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  for  giving  currency 
to  the  notes  of  the  other  governments,  reported  :  the  report  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table,  till  Mr.  Sullivan  had  brought  in  the  resolve 
for  which  he  was  just  now  appointed. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Cutt,  Capt.  Parker,  Mr.  Page,  Capt.  Morton 
and  Capt.  vStone,  of  Oakham,  be'  a  committee  to  make  some  establish- 
ment for  an  allowance  of  provisions  for  the  soldiers  of  the  Massachu- 
setts army. 

Resolved,  That  Friday  next,  at  three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  be  assigned  for 
the  consideration  of  the  report  of  Col.  Thompson,  relative  to  his  pro- 
ceedings at  Kennebeck. 

Adjourned  to  eight  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Tuesday,  June  6,  1775. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sullivan,  Col.  Gushing,  Mr.  Partridge,  Mr. 
Greenleaf  and  Col.  Glover,  be  a  committee,  to  devise  some  means 
whereby  the  army  may  be  more  regularly  supplied  with  the  necessaries 
procured  for  it  by  the  colony. 

[The]  order  of  the  day  [was]  moved  for. 

Resolved,  That  those  members  who  are  out  upon  committees  be 
directed  to  attend. 


1775.]  THIRD  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS.  301 


Resolved,  That  three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  be  assigned  for  the  choice  of  a 
vice  president. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Thompson,  Major  Brooks  and  Col.  Cutt,  be  a 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances  of  bringincr  the  four  pris- 
oners to  this  place  yesterday. 

Moved,  That  the  Congress  take  some  order  at  this  time  relative  to 
the  prisoners  :  the  question  being  put,  it  passed  in  the  ncirative. 

The  papers  respecting  Col.  Brewer  were  read,  and  Col.  Brewer  was 
then  admitted,  and,  on  his  request.  Resolved,  xXi^iX,  Capt.  Edwards,  Capt. 
Butler,  Lieut.  Tuckerman,  Col.  Buckminster,  Mr.  Cudworth,  Thomas 
Withington  and  Capt.  Gray,  be  admitted  on  the  floor  of  this  house,  as 
[•witnesses]  in  the  cause. 

The  complaint  of  the  committee  of  safety  being  read,  and  Col. 
Brewer  having  had  leave  of  making  his  defence,  he  was  fully  lu'ard 
therein,  as  were  also  the  witnesses  by  him  produced,  the  galleries  being 
first  opened  for  any  who  were  inclined  to  hear  the  cause. 

Col.  Brewer,  having  offered  what  he  saw  fit,  withdrew  with  his  wit- 
nesses, and  the  galleries  being  cleared.  Resolved,  that  the  further  con- 
sideration of  this  matter  be  referred  to  the  afternoon. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  for  giving  currency 
to  the  bills  of  credit  of  the  other  governments,  reported :  the  report 
was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table  till  the  afternoon. 

[Afternoon.] 

Voted,  That  the  resolve,  which  passed  in  the  forenoon,  for  choosing 
a  vice  president,  be  reconsidered. 

The  Congress  [^resumed]  the  consideration  of  the  case  of  Mr. 
Brewer;  and,  after  a  long  and  full  debate,  it  was  Moved,  that  the 
question  be  put  whether  the  president  should  be  directed  to  deliver  a 
commission  to  Mr.  Brewer,  as  colonel  of  a  regiment  in  the  Massachu- 
setts army,  and  it  passed  in  the  negative  :  the  number  of  members 
present  being  150,  and  but  70  for  the  question. 

Mr.  Gushing  informed  the  Congress,  that  Mr.  Benjamin  Edwards, 
on  hearing,  at  the  door  of  this  house,  of  the  determination  of  the  Con- 
gress respecting  Mr.  Brewer,  made  use  of  the  following  expression, 
viz.:  *'  By  God,  if  this  province  is  to  be  governed  in  this  manner,  it  is 
time  for  us  to  look  out,  and  'tis  all  owing  to  the  committee  of  safety,  a 
pack  of  sappy-head-fellows.  I  know  three  of  them  niyself"  Where- 
upon, Resolved,  that  Mr.  Edwards  be  directed  to  attend  this  lu.use  to 
make  answer  to  the  above  charge.    Mr.  Edwards  being  called  m,  and 


a  [evidence.] 
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having  heard  the  charge  alleged  against  him,  it  was  Resolved,  that  Mr. 
Edwards  have  leave  to  withdraw,  and  that  he  be  directed  to  attend  this 
Concrress  to-morrow  morninfr,  at  ten  o'clock. 

The  petition  of  Major  Baldwin,^  being  read  and  considered,  it  is 
thereupon  Ordered,  that  the  Rev.  president  Langdon  be  requested  to 
furnish  Major  Baldwin,  out  of  the  college  apparatus,  with  [such]  instru- 
ments as  he  stands  in  need  of,  to  perform  the  public  services  therein 
mentioned,  he  giving  his  receipt  therefor,  to  return  the  same  in  good 
order,  as  soon  as  the  said  services  shall  be  performed. 

A  resolve  of  the  committee  of  safety,  relative  to  the  ["admission]  of 
slaves  into  the  army  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  fur- 
ther consideration. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  an  additional  resolve,  relative 
to  making  provision  for  tiie  poor  of  Boston,  reported :  the  report  was 
read,  amended  and  accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  in  the  Cam- 
bridge, Watertown  and  Worcester  papers  ;  and  is  as  follows : 

Whereas,  the  provision  already  made  for  the  removal  of  the  poor  of 
Boston,  sulTeriiig  by  the  cruel  hand  of  arbitrary  power,  has  not  an- 
swered the  salutary  purposes  intended,  and  it  becomes  necessary  that 
further  provision  be  made,  therefore.  Resolved,  thsit  such  suffering  poor 
shall  be  allowed  to  remove  into  any  town  or  district  in  the  colony, 
other  than  such  towns  or  districts  as  are  already  ordered  to  provide  for 
and  receive  the  number  of  said  poor  to  them  assigned  ;  and  every  town 
and  district  in  the  colony,  that  shall  receive  and  provide  necessary 
support  for  such  sutTering  poor,  shall  be  indemnified,  in  every  respect, 
as  fully  as  any  other  town  or  district  in  the  colony,  provided  they  ob- 
serve and  comply  with  directions  already  given  relative  to  said  poor. 
And,  whereas,  in  the  pre;^ent  distressed  circumstances  and  confusion  of 
the  town  of  Boston,  some  of  said  poor  have  or  may  remove  out  of  said 
town  without  proper  certificates  from  the  committee  of  donations,  and 
the  town  to  which  such  persons  remove,  may  refuse  to  receive  them 
for  want  of  the  same  ;  Resolved,  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  select- 
men of  the  several  towns  and  districts  in  this  colony  to  which  such 
persons  may  remove,  that  such  provision  be  made,  as  is  necessary  to 
prevent  their  suffering,  until  such  certificate  can  be  procured;  and 
such  town  or  district  shall  be  indemnified,  as  before  provided,  they 
observing  the  directions  given  in  the  resolve  passed  by  the  last  Con- 

o  [inadmistiion.] 

(1)  The  petition  of  Loainiiii  Baldwin  represented,  that  Gen.  Ward  liad  approved  of  a  proposal  for 
taking  surveys  of  tlie  ground  between  the  camp  of  the  Massachusetts  army  and  the  posts  of  the 
British  troops,  and  requested  the  loan  of  mathematical  instrumenta  from  the  apparatus  of  Harvard 
College,  to  be  used  in  the  execution  of  this  service. 
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gress  relative  to  said  poor ;  and  such  persons  shall  be  considered  as 
part  of  their  assignment.  And,  whereas,  it  is  found  extremely  difficult 
for  the  committees  at  Charlestown  and  Roxbury  to  remove  said  poor 
to  the  several  towns  and  districts  to  which  they  are  destined,  for  want 
of  teams  to  go  such  a  distance  as  is  necessary  in  many  cases,  it  is 
further  recommended  to  the  selectmen  of  each  town  and  district  in  this 
colony,  that  they  assist  in  removing  said  poor,  upon  every  necessary 
occasion,  when  it  is  in  their  power,  to  the  several  places  of  their  as- 
signment, keeping  a  particular  account  of  their  trouble  and  expense, 
and  the  names  of  the  persons  they  assisted,  and  they  shall  be  paid  in 
manner  as  before  provided.  And  the  committees  at  Charlestown  and 
Roxbury,  who  were  appointed  by  this  Congress  to  make  provision  for 
such  poor  as  might  come  out  of  the  town  of  Boston,  are  desired  to 
procure  a  list  of  said  poor  from  the  committee  of  donations  for  future 
use:  and  also,  to  take  the  advantage  of  the  teams  that  may  come  from 
the  westward,  for  the  removal  of  said  poor  by  every  opportunity  in  tlieir 
power. 

Ordered^  That  the  committee  appointed  to  intjuire  into  the  circum- 
stances of  brincrinTf  four  prisoners  from  Cambridire,  be  directed  to  make 
such  provision  for  them  as  is  necessary,  till  further  orders  from  this 
Congress,  and  that  Mr.  Robinson  be  added  to  the  committee,  and  that 
said  committee  report  what  they  think  would  be  best  to  be  done  with 
them. 

Adjourned  to  Wednesday  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  June  7,  1775. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sullivan,  Col.  Parker,  Mr.  Webster,  Major  Ful- 
ler and  Col.  Prescott,  be  a  committee  to  wait  on  General  AVard,  re- 
questing him  to  exhibit  to  this  Congress  a  return  of  the  number  of  men 
in  the  Massachusetts  army,  and  that  Mr.  Sullivan,  Doct.  Holten  and 
Mr.  Cushing  be  a  committee,  to  bring  in  a  resolve  for  this  purpose. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  what  is  best  to  be  done  with 
the  four  prisoners  brought  from  Dartmouth,  via  Cambridge,  reported  : 
the  report  was  recommitted. 

A  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  Machias  was  read  and  committed 
to  Mr.  Batchelder,  Col.  Otis,  Mr.  Nichols,  Mr  Lothrop  and  Mr.  Web- 
ster, to  consider  thereon  and  report. ^ 

(1)  The  following  i%  the  petition  mentioned  in  the  text.  It  was  aubscribed  by  Jonas  Longfellow 
and  thirty-seven  other  citizens. 

To  the  Honorable  Congress  of  the  MassatJiusetts  Bay : 
"GENTLEMEN:— With  the  highest  satisfaction,  we  now  consider  you  as  the  guardians  of  thia 
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The  committee  appointed  to  inquire  what  is  become  of  the  original 
letter  from  the  Stockbridge  Indians,  reported,  that  they  think  it  proba- 
ble, from  what  they  have  on  inquiry  heard,  that  it  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Hancock.. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  of  Col.  Gridley's  letter  to  the 
committee  of  safety,  beg  leave  to  report  in  part,  that  an  ordnance  store- 
keeper be  immediately  appointed,  and  recommend  that  Major  Nathaniel 
Barber  be  appointed  to  that  employment,  and  beg  leave  to  sit  again,  to 
report  a  proper  establishment,  as  also  to  report  what  further  ["steps] 
are  necessary  to  be  taken  as  requested  in  Col.  Gridley's  letter. 

Ordered,  That  commissions  be  delivered  to  the  lieutenants  and  en- 
signs of  Col.  Mansfield's  regiment,  agreeably  to  the  list  by  him  exhib- 
ited. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Edwards,  Col.  Porter,  Doct.  Whiting,  Mr. 
Wheeler  and  Mr.  Goodridge,  be  a  committee  to  consider  the  letters 
from  the  Stockbridge  Indians,  and  report. 

extensive  and  wealthy  province,  and  relyins:  on  your  wisdom,  the  wisdom  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, the  justice  of  our  cause,  and  the  tender  mercy  of  our  fathers'  God,  we  promise  ourselves,  in 
due  time,  a  huppy  .ic  hverance  from  the  iron  chains  of  tyranny,  which  were  forming  for  us,  and  from 
servitude  equal  to  E::yptian  bomlage." 

"As  a  part,  therefore,  of  your  charge,  we,  the  distressed  inhabitants  of  Machias,  beg  leave  to 
approach  your  proience,  aud  to  spread  our  grievances  at  your  feet.  We  dare  not  say  we  are  the 
foremost  in  supporting  the  glorious  cause  of  .\merican  liberty  ;  but  this  we  can  truly  affirm,  that  we 
have  done  our  utmost  to  encourage  and  strengthen  the  hands  of  all  tlie  advocates  for  America  with 
whom  we  have  been  connected  ;  that  we  have  not  even  purchased  any  goods  of  those  persons, 
whom  we  suspected  to  be  inimical  to  our  country,  except  when  constrained  by  necessity  ;  and  that 
none  on  the  continent  can  more  cheerfully  risque  all  that  is  dear  to  them  on  earth,  when  called,  in 
support  of  tliuse  precious  privileges  which  God  [gave,]  and  our  venerable  ancestors,  as  a  most  in- 
valuable Ifgacy,  have  handed  down  to  us." 

"  We  must  now  inform  your  honors,  that  the  inhabitants  of  this  place  exceed  one  hundred  fam- 
ilies, some  of  which  are  very  numerous,  and  that  divine  Providence  has  cut  off  all  our  usual  re- 
sources. A  very  severe  drought  last  fail  prevented  our  laying  in  sutTicicnt  stores  ;  and  had  no 
Vessels  visited  us  in  the  winter,  we  must  have  suffered  ;  nor  have  we  this  spring  been  able  to 
procure  provisions  sufficient  for  carrying  on  our  business.  Our  laborers  are  dismissed  ;  some  of  our 
mill*  stand  still ;  almost  all  our  vessels  have  forsaken  us  ;  our  lumber  lies  by  us  in  heaps  ;  and,  to 
complete  our  misfortunes,  all  our  ports  are  to  be  shut  up  on  the  first  of  July  next ;  we  must  add,  we 
have  no  country  behind  us  to  lean  upon,  nor  can  we  make  an  escape  by  flight ;  the  wilderness  is 
impervious,  and  vessels  we  have  none." 

"To  you,  therefore,  honored  gentlemen,  we  humbly  apply  for  relief.  Vou  are  our  last,  our  only 
resource,  and,  permit  us  again  to  say,  you  are  our  guardians,  and  we  rejoice  and  glory  in  being  sub- 
ject [to  you].  Pardon  our  importunity.  We  cannot  take  a  denial,  for,  under  God,  you  are  all  our 
dependanre,  and  if  you  neglect  us,  we  are  ruined.  Save,  dear  sirs,  one  of  your  most  flourishing 
■ettiements  from  famine,  and  all  its  horrors.  We  ask  not  for  charity  ;  we  ask  for  a  supply,  to  be 
put  into  the  hands  of  Mes«rs.  Smith  and  Stillm.in,  or  any  other  person  or  persons  your  wisdom  may 
point  out,  who  shall  obligate  themselves  to  pay  the  whole  amount  on  demand  in  lumber,  the  only 
staple  of  our  country." 

^     "  That  God  may  long  preserve  you,  and  make  you  happily  instrumental  in  his  hand,  in  bestowing 
all  the  sweets  of  peace  and  hberty  to  this  much  injured  country,  and  even  to  Great  Britain  herself, 
is  the  constant  and  fervent  prayer  of,  gentlemen,  your  most  humble  petitioners." 
"  Machias,  May  25,  1775." 

a  [stores.] 
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A  petition  from  Col.  Brewer,  and  another  from  several  nominal  cap- 
tains under. him,  were  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Tw^o  resolves  from  the  Continental  Congress  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed  in  hand  bills,  and  dispersed  throughout  the  colony. 

Col.  Porter,  Col.  Tyng  and  Mr.  Jewett,  were  appointed  a  committee 
to  prepare  a  resolve  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  execution  the  said 
resolves. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Edwards  be  called  in,  and  admonished  by  the 
president :  which  w^as  done  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  commissions  be  delivered  to  Col.  Fellowes  and  the 
officers  of  his  regiment,  agreeably  to  the  list  exhibited  by  his  lieutenant 
colonel. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve,  expressive  of  the 
duty  of  the  committee  who  were  appointed  this  day  to  wait  on  Geiierid 
Ward,  reported.  The  report  was  read  and  accepted,  and  is  as  follows, 
viz.: 

Ordn-cd,  That  Mr.  Sullivan,  Col.  Parks,  Mr.  Webster,  Major  Fuller 
and  Col.  Prescott,  be  a  committee  to  wait  on  the  hon.  general  Ward, 
and  hold  a  conference  with  him  on  the  state  of  the  army,  and  to  desire 
him  to  make  a  return,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  this  Congress,  of  the 
number  and  equipments  of  the  troops  raised  by  this  colony,  and  now 
in  the  camps  at  Cambridge  and  Roxbury,  and  stationed  elsewhere,  that 
due  advisement  be  had  thereon. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Spooner,  Hon.  Mr.  Sever,  Hon.  Col.  Bowers,  ap- 
pointed to  consider  a  memorial  from  the  convention  of  Worcester, 
being  absent,  Ordered,  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Dexter,  Col.  D wight,  and 
Capt.  Stone,  be  appointed  in  their  stead. 

A  memorial  from  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Salem  was  read,  and 
committed  to  Col.  Glover,  Doct.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Wheeler. 

The  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  for  giv- 
ing currency  to  the  bills  of  credit  of  the  other  governments,  was  read 
and  recommitted. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Orne,  Col.  Porter  and  Mr.  Whittemore,  be  a 
committee  to  consider  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Ames,  and  seven  other 
companies  of  Col.  Fry's  regiment,  and  report. 

The  committee  on  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Machias  report- 
ed. The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table  for  further  consider- 
ation. 

[Afteruoon.] 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Warren,  Hon.  Mr.  Dexter,  Col.  Gerrish,  Col. 
Otis  and  Col.  Farley,  be  a  committee  to  confer  with  tlie  two  gentlemen, 
39 
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members  of  the  Congress  of  New  Hampshire,  who  have  brought  a  let- 
ter from  that  Congress  to  this. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow,  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  be  assigned  for  the 
choice  of  two  gentlemen  to  act  as  major  generals  in  the  Massachusetts 
army. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  letter  from  Hopkinton  was  read  : 
the  consideration  of  it  was  put  off  to  five  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

On  the  representation  of  the  town  clerk  of  Lunenburg,  in  his  letter 
to  Doct.  Taylor,  respecting  their  town's  stock  of  powder,  &c.,  Resolved, 
that  that  town  be  excused  from  delivering  out  of  their  stock  any  more 
than  one  half  barrel  ;  the  resolve  of  the  former  Conorress,  directino;  the 
selectmen  of  said  town  to  deliver  two  [barrels],  to  the  order  of  the 
committee  of  supplies,  notwithstanding. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Orne  and  Mr.  Vose,  be  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  collect  the  letters  of  the  late  Governor  Hutchinson,  in  the 
room  of  Doct.  Perkins  and  Mr.  Ellis,  who  are  absent. 

The  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances  of  the 
four  prisoners,  reported.  The  report  was  amended. and  accepted,  and 
is  as  follows : 

[The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  circum- 
stances of  four  prisoners  brought  to  this  Congress  on  the  second  day 
of  June  instant,  said  to  be  taken  at  Dartmouth,  since  the  nineteenth  of 
April  last,  beg  leave  to  report :  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee, 
that  the  said  four  prisoners,  viz. :  Richard  Luckus,  mate  of  the  ship 
Falcon,  John  Dunkinson,  surgeon's  mate,  Jonathan  Lee  and  Robert 
Caddy,  be  sent  to  Concord,  to  the  care  of  the  selectmen  of  said  town, 
to  be  by  them  secured  and  provided  for,  agreeably  to  their  rank,  at  the 
expense  of  this  colony,  until  tliey  receive  some  further  order,  from  this 
or  some  other  Congress  or  house  of  representatives  of  this  colony.] 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  gentlemen  from  the 
New  Hampshire  Congress,  reported,  verbally  ;  whereupon,  Ordered, 
that  said  committee  be  directed  to  reduce  their  report  to  writing. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of 
Machias,  being  again  read,  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Machias,  beg  leave  to  report,  that  it  be  recommended  by  this  Con- 
gress to  the  committee  of  correspondence  of  the  town  of  Salem,  or  to 
the  like  committees  of  any  other  towns  witliin  this  province,  to  supply 
Messrs.  Gardner  &i  Smith,  of  said  Machias,  for  the  present  relief  of 
the  said  inhabitants,  with  the  following  articles,  viz. :  one  hundred 
bushels  of  indian  corn  ;  ten  barrels  of  pork  and  beef ;  one  cask  of  mo- 
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lasses ;  and  one  cask  of  rice ;  and  take,  in  return  for  the  same,  wood, 
or  such  other  payment  as  the  said  Gardner  and  Smith  may  be  able  to 
make:  and  in  case  they,  or  their  constituents,  the  above  said  inhabi- 
tants, should  not  make"  satisfaction  for  the  same  in  a  reasonable  time, 
it  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury  of  this  province, 
and  the  said  inhabitants  shall  refund  the  same  as  soon  as  may  be. 
Your  committee  further  report,  that  a  recommendation  go  from  this 
Congress  to  the  governor  and  company  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut, 
to  suffer  the  inhabitants  of  the  eastern  parts  of  this  colony,  to  purchase 
and  carry  out  of  said  colony  of  Connecticut,  such  provisions  as  their 
necessitous  circumstances  may  require. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  gentlemen  from  New 
Hampshire,  having  reduced  their  report  to  writing,  the  same  was  read 
and  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

liesolvedy  That  an  application  be  made  by  this  Congre^^s  to  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  desiring  them  to  take  such  measures  as  to  them 
shall  appear  proper,  to  quiet  and  conciliate  the  minds  of  the  iiihaliitants 
of  Canada,  and  the  several  tribes  of  Indians  adjacent  to  these  colonies, 
and  prevent  any  unfavorable  apprehensions,  from  the  military  prepara- 
tions of  the  several  colonies  in  America,  and  that  the  other  three  New 
England  colonies,  with  the  colony  of  New  York,  be  desired  to  join  in 
such  an  application. 

Resolved,  That  letters  be  immediately  written  to  the  colonies  of  Con- 
necticut, Rhode  Island  and  New  Hampshire,  desiring  them,  severally, 
to  appoint  committees,  to  meet  a  committee  appointed  by  this  Con- 
gress, at  the  town  of  Worcester,  in  this  colony,  on  Wednesday,  the 
28th  day  of  June  current,  in  order  to  settle  and  determine  the  number 
of  men  to  be  raised  on  the  present  emergency,  by  each  of  the  New 
England  colonies ;  and  likewise  to  determine  where  they  shall  be  sta- 
tioned and  employed.! 

(1)  The  resoIutioDS  were  founded  on  propositions  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New  Hampshire, 
communicated  by  delegates  attending  on  the  assembly  of  Massachusetts,  and  expressed  in  the  fol- 
lowing letter : 

In  Provmcial  Congress,  at  Eceter,  June  3,  1775. 
"  GENTLEMEN  : — Having  undoubted  evidence  of  the  attempts  of  the  British  ministry  to  engage 
the  Canadians  and  savages  in  their  interest,  in  the  present  controversy  with  America,  and  of  actuaJ 
movements  in  Canada  in  consequence  thereof,  we  have  thought  it  necessary  that  measures  ihoukl 
be  immediately  taken,  to  defend,  and  quiet  the  minds  of  the  people  more  especially  expo*.'d  in  iho 
frontiers  J  and  accordingly  have  resolved  to  send  a  number  of  troops  as  soon  as  may  be  ;  three  con»- 
panies,  for  the  present,  to  be  employed  where  and  in  such  manner  as  may  best  ajiswer  that  import- 
ant end. 

"  We  thought  it  expedient  to  give  you  the  earliest  intelligence  of  what  we  h-nve  done  in  this 
way,  earnestly  praying,  and  nothing  doubting,  but  that  you  will  concur  in  such  measures,  aj,  in 
your  wisdom,  you  shall  judge  reasonable  and  necessary  for  the  defence  and  safety  of  t]»e  back  set- 
tlem«nts,  for  whom  both  you  and  we  must  very  sensibly  feel. 
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Whereupon,  Ordered,  that  the  president,  Hon.  Mr.  Sever,  and  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Dexter,  be  a  committee,  to  prepare  an  application  to  the 
Continental  Congress,  and  a  letter  to  each  of  the  colonies  of  Connecti- 
cut, Rhode  Island  and  New  Hampshire,  and  a  letter  to  New  York, 
agreeably  to  the  foregoing  resolve. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow,  5  o'clock,  P.  M.,  be  assigned  for  the 
choice  of  three  members  of  this  Congress,  as  a  committee,  to  meet 
committees  from  the  colonies  of  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island  and  New 
Hampshire,  agreeably  to  the  foregoing  resolve.  •  -  . 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  committee  of  safety,  on 
the  subject  of  their  resolve  relative  to  a  reinforcement  of  the  army,  re- 
ported, [as  follows :] 

[The  committee  appointed  to  consider  a  resolve  of  the  committee  of 
safety,  of  the  2d  instant,  relative  to  a  reinforcement  of  the  Massachu- 
setts army,  have  attended  that  service,  and  having,  agreeably  to  the 
order  of  Congress,  conferiod  witli  the  committee  of  safety  and  general 
officers  upon  the  subject  matter  of  the  resolves,  beg  leave,  upon  mature 
deliberation,  to  report,  that  it  appears  to  the  committee  inexpedient 
and  unnecessary  for  this  colony  to  augment,  at  present,  the  forces 
already  voted  by  it  to  be  established  for  the  defence  of  this  and  the 
other  American  colonies.  Elbridge  Gerry,  Chairman,'] 

Whereupon,  Jlfso/rvd,  That  to-morrow,  nine  o'clock,  be  assigned 
for  the  consideration  of  the  said  report,  and  that  the  committee  of 
safety,  the  committee  of  supplies,  and  the  several  committees  for  this 
Congress,  be  notified  of  this  assignment,  and  be  desired  to  attend  at 
that  time,  if  they  can  with  convenioncy. 

Ordered,  That  the  Hon.  Col.  Warren,  Mr.  Pitts,  Mr.  Gerry,  the 
president.  Col.  Freeman,  Mr.  Pickering,  Mr.  Batchelder,  Hon.  Mr. 
Dexter  and  Mr.  Greenleaf,  be  a  committee,  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  establishing  a  number  of  small  armed  vessels,  to  cruise  on  our  sea 

"We  furthermore  think  it  suitable,  just  to  siijrrrest,  that  wc  have  some  apprehensions,  lest  our 
military  manrruvros  in  the  frontier*,  shouIJ  rairc  a  jealousy  in  the  minds  of  the  Canadians,  and 
awaken  their  fears  of  direct  intentions  of  hostilitie*  against  them.  We  should  give  them  the  most 
positive  assurances  upon  this  head,  that  we  desire  nothing;  more  than  our  own  security  ;  and  that  it 
is  our  most  hearty  wish  to  remain  in  steady  terny-i  of  friendship  with  them.  And  in  order  to  the 
more  resular,  harmonious,  and  effertual  prosecution  of  the  important  object  aforesaid,  as  also  other 
▼ahjable  purposes,  that  we  conceive  it  may  answer,  we  would  humbly  move  for  a  conference  by  a 
committee,  with  a  committee  from  you.  at  such  time  and  place  as  you  sliall  please  to  appoint,  and 
to  consider  of  an  ad4!res«  to  \<e  fonvarded  to  the  Canadians  :  and  put  if  in  the  power  of  this  Congress 
to  join  with  you,  and,  if  it  mijht  he,  with  the  other  New  England  colonies,  and  New  York,  that 
this  negotiation  might  answer  the  most  etfectua!  purpose.    By  order  of  Congress. 

I  am  your  most  ol)edient,  humble  servant, 

MATTHEW  THORNTON,  President." 
To  the  Hon.  Provincial  Confess  of  the  Mtissaehuietts  Bajf. 
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coasts,  for  the  protection  of  our  trade,  and  the  annoyance  of  our  ene- 
mies :  and  that  the  members  be  enjoined,  by  order  of  Congress,  to 
observe  secrecy  in  this  matter. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sullivan,  Col.  Porter,  Hon.  Mr.  Sever,  Mr. 
Greenleaf  and  Mr.  Partridge,  be  a  committee  to  consider  at  large  on 
some  measure  for  [^commissioning]  the  officers  of  the  army. 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  be  directed  to  serve  General  Ward  with 
a  list  of  the  officers  of  the  army,  commissioned  by  this  Congress. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Thursday,  June  8,  177.1 
An  account  of  the  taking  a  sloop  which  sailed  from  lioston  for  An- 
napolis for  hay  and  other  stores  for  the  use  of  the  army  at  i>u>ion,  from 
the  committee  of  the  town  of  Arundel, ^  was  read,  as  also  sevor;d  letters 
which  were  found  on  board  said  sloop.    Whereupon,  / 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Congress  be  aivcn  to  siud  conmut- 
tee  for  their  care  and  judicious  conduct  in  this  atfuir. 
The  order  of  the  day  [was]  moved  for. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of 
the  whole  house,  which  was  done  accordingly. 

The  committee  of  the  whole  house,  by  Col.  Warren,  their  chairman, 
reported,  that  the  committee  have  not  sufficient  time  to  deliberate  on  a 
matter  of  such  importance,  and  therefore  desire  leave  to  sit  again; 
which  report  was  accepted  by  the  Congress. 

Afternoon. 

The  committee  of  the  hoyse  reported,  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  said 
committee,  that  the  report  of  the  committee,  who  were  appointed  to 
confer  with  the  committee  of  safety,  on  the  augmentation  of  the  army, 
be  accepted  ;  which  report  was  accordingly  accepted  by  this  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  a  commission  be  delivered  to  Thomas  Poor,  Esq.,  as 
major  of  a  regiment  under  the  command  of  Col.  Fry. 

?  a  [commissionating.] 

(1)  The  committee  of  Arundel  state,  that  the  sloop  Polly,  belonging  to  that  town,  with  Ephraim 
Peikins,  master,  while  returning  from  a  coasting  voyage  to  Plynioutli,  was  seized  by  a  British  arm- 
ed vessel,  carried  into  Boston  iiarhor,  and  there  detained.  The  cargo  was  taken  into  the  custihfy  of 
General  Gage,  and  the  owner  obtained  payment  of  the  original  cost  of  the  articles.  A  propi^ttion 
was  made  to  Mr.  Perkins,  to  enter  into  the  king's  service,  and  accepted,  as  affording  mean*  of 
escape.  The  sloop  was  chartered  for  Windsor,  in  Nova  Scotia,  to  receive  hay  and  :.'rain  fur  the 
supply  of  the  troops,  and  went  out  with  Josiah  Jones  surpcrcargo,  and  Jonathan  Hicks  piston- 
ger.  The  master  sailed  directly  for  Arundel,  where  he  arrived  on  the  id  of  June,  and  surri  n  i  rfHl 
his  companions  as  prisoners.  The  papers  transmitted  to  Congress,  were  the  charter  jiarty,  orJ-r*, 
instructions,  and  letters  suh.-cril)ed  by  Major  William  Shirretf,  deputy  quarter  master  genera!,  re- 
lating to  the  objects  and  business  of  the  voyage. 
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Resolved,  That  the  choice  of  two  major  generals  be  deferred  to  four 
o'clock,  to-morrow  afternoon. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  establishing  several  small-  armed  vessels,  sit  forthwith. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  on  some  measures  for  commis- 
sioning the  officers  of  the  army,  reported  the  following  resolve,  which 
was  read  and  accepted,  and  an  hundred  of  them  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  dispersed  among  the  army.    It  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

Whereas,  it  is  necessary  to  have,  as  soon  as  may  be,  a  return  of  the 
number  and  equipments  of  the  forces  raised  by  this  colony;  and  where- 
as, it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  such  returns  should  be  consistent 
with  the  strictest  truth :  it  is  therefore  Resolved,  that  if  any  officer  now 
commissioned  in  the  forces  aforesaid,  or  that  shall  hereafter  be  com- 
missioned therein,  shall,  wittingly  and  willingly,  after  his  being  so 
commissioned,  make  any  false  return  of  the  numbers  or  equipments  of 
the  men  under  his  command,  and  shall  be  thereof  convicted  before 
this,  or  any  future  Congress  of  this  colony,  or  before  a  general  court 
martial  of  the  army  raised  by  this  colony,  such  officer  shall  be  immedi- 
ately cashiered.  And  every  person  now  under  nomination,  or  that 
shall  hereafter  be  nominated  to  any  office  in  said  forces,  that  shall, 
wittingly  and  willingly,  make  such  false  return,  shall  be  deemed  inca- 
pable of  holding  any  commission  or  command  in  the  forces  aforesaid, 
until  the  last  day  of  December  next. 

The  petition  of  Col.  Henshaw  was  read,  and  committed  to  the  com- 
mittee who  were  appointed  to  consider  on  some  measure  for  commis- 
sioning the  officers  of  the  army. 

Resolved,  That  the  choice  of  three  delegates  to  meet  delegates  from 
the  other  colonies  in  New  England,  at  Worcester,  be  put  ofF  to  ten 
o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cushing  of  Hanover,  Capt.  Stone  of  Oakham, 
and  Dummer  Jewett,  Esq.,  be  a  committee  to  take  into  consideration 
a  petition  from  the  committees  of  correspondence  for  the  county  of 
Cumberland,  and  that  they  sit  forthwith. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Bliss,  Major  Brooks  and  Mr.  Sayer,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  consider  the  account  of  Capt.  Phelps,  and  to  consider  what 
sum  is  necessary  to  supply  Capt.  Phelps  with,  for  transporting  to  Ti- 
conderoga  the  pork  he  has  purchased  for  our  forces  there,  and  bringing 
the  cannon  from  thence. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wheeler  be  appointed  to  number  the  small  colo- 
ny notes,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Goodwin,  who  has  leave  to  go  home. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  letter  from  the  Stockbridge 
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Indians,  reported  the  following,  which  was  accepted,  and  ordered  to 
be  authenticated  by  the  secretary,  if  the  president  is  not  in  Watertown, 
and  sent  forward.^ 

To  the  Molieakounuck  tribe  of  Indians^  living  in  and  about  Stock- 
bridge  : 

Brothers  :  We,  this  day,  by  the  delegate  from  Stockbridge,  first 
heard  your  friendly  answer  to  our  speech  to  you,  by  Capt.  William 
Goodrich ;  which  answer,  we  are  told,  you  made  to  us  immediately,  by 
a  letter,  which  we  have  not  yet  received.    We  now  reply. 

Brothers  :  You  say  that  you  were  once  great,  but  that  you  are  now 
little;  and  that  we  were  once  little,  but  are  now  great.  The  Supreme 
Spirit  orders  these  things.  Whether  we  are  little  or  great,  let  us  keep 
tiie  path  of  friendship  clear,  which  our  fathers  made,  and  in  which  we 
have  both  travelled  to  this  time. 

The  friends  of  the  wicked  counsellors  of  our  king  fell  upon  us,  and 

(I)  The  Uilk  of  the  Mohfakounuck  or  Muhhchaneok  indians  was  delivered  by  Solomon  Uhhaimnau- 
waumut,  tlioir  chief  sachem,  at  StockI»ridge,  the  seat  of  the  trilte,  April  11,  17T5,  after  a  council  of 
two  dayg.  The  letter  of  the  interpreter,  containing  the  speecii,  was  delayed  in  traasrnisiion  or 
communication  to  a  late  period  :  it  is  copied  below. 

"  Brothers  !  We  have  heard  you  speak  by  your  letter — we  thank  you  for  it — we  now  make  answer." 

"  Brothers  !  You  remember  when  you  first  came  over  the  great  waters,  I  was  great,  and  you  was 
little,  very  small.  1  then  took  you  in  for  a  friend,  and  kept  you  under  my  arms,  so  that  no  one 
might  injure  you :  since  that  time  we  have  ever  been  true  friends  ;  there  has  never  been  any  quar- 
rel between  us.  But  now  our  conditions  are  changed.  You  have  become  great  and  tall.  You 
reach  to  the  clouds. — You  are  seen  all  round  the  world,  and  T  am  become  small,  very  little.  I  am 
not  so  high  as  your  heel.    Now  you  take  care  of  me,  and  I  look  to  you  for  protection." 

"Brothers  !  I  am  sorry  to  Lear  of  this  great  quarrel  between  you  and  Old  England.  It  appears 
that  blood  must  soon  be  shed  to  end  this  quarrel.  We  never  till  this  day  understood  the  foundation 
of  this  quarrel  between  you  and  the  countiy  you  came  from." 

"  Brothers  I  Whenever  I  see  your  blood  running,  you  will  soon  find  me  about  you  to  revenge  my 
brother's  blood.  Although  I  am  low  and  very  small,  I  will  gripe  hold  of  your  enemy's  heel,  that  he 
cannot  run  so  fast,  and  so  light,  as  if  he  had  nothing  at  his  heels." 

"  Brothers  !  You  know  I  am  not  so  wise  as  you  are,  therefore  1  ask  your  advice  in  what  I  am 
now  going  to  say.  I  have  been  thinking  before  you  come  to  action  to  take  a  run  to  the  westward, 
and  feel  the  mind  of  my  Indian  brethren,  the  Six  Nations,  and  know  how  they  stand,  whether  they 
are  on  your  side,  or  for  your  enemies.  If  I  find  they  are  against  you,  I  will  try  to  turn  their  minds. 
I  think  they  will  listen  to  me,  for  they  have  always  looked  tiiis  way  for  advice  concerning  all  im- 
portant news  that  comes  from  the  rising  of  the  sun.  If  they  hearken  to  me,  you  will  not  be  afraid 
of  any  danger  from  behind  you.  However  their  minds  arc  aft'octed,  you  shall  soon  know  by  me. 
Now  I  think  I  can  do  you  more  service  in  this  way,  than  by  marching  off  immediately  to  Bos- 
ton, and  staying  there  :  it  may  be  a  great  while  before  blood  runs.  Now,  as  I  said,  you  are 
■wiser  than  I,  I  leave  this  for  your  consideration,  whether  I  come  down  immediately,  or  wait  till 
1  hear  some  blood  is  spilled." 

"  Brothers  !  I  would  not  have  you  think  by  this  that  we  are  falling  back  from  our  engagements. 
We  are  ready  to  do  any  thing  for  your  relief,  and  shall  be  guided  by  your  counsel." 

"  Brothers  !  One  thing  I  ask  of  you,  if  you  send  for  me  to  fight,  that  you  will  let  ma  fight  in  my 
own  Indian  way.  I  am  not  used  to  fight  English  fashion,  therefore  you  must  not  expect  I  can  train 
like  your  men.  Only  point  out  to  me  where  your  enemies  keep,  and  that  is  all  I  shall  want  to 
know." 
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shed  some  blood,  soon  after  we  spake  to  you  last,  by  our  letter.  But 
we,  with  a  small  twig,  killed  so  many,  and  frightened  them  so  much, 
that  they  have  shut  themselves  up  in  our  great  town,  called  Boston, 
which  they  have  made  strong. 

We  have  now  made  our  hatchets  and  all  our  instruments  of  war 
sharp  and  bright.  All  the  chief  counsellors  who  live  on  this  side  the 
great  water,  are  sitting  in  the  grand  council  house  in  Philadelphia. 
When  they  give  the  word,  we  shall  all,  as  one  man,  fall  on,  and  drive 
our  enemies  out  of  their  strong  fort,  and  follow  them  till  they  shall 
take  their  hands  out  of  our  pouches,  and  let  us  sit  in  our  council  house, 
as  we  used  to  do,  and  as  our  fathers  did  in  old  times. 

Brothers  :  Though  you  are  small,  yet  you  are  wise:  use  your  wis- 
dom to  help  us.  If  you  think  it  best,  go  and  smoke  your  pipe  with 
your  indian  brothers,  towards  the  setting  of  the  sun,  and  tell  them  all 
you  hear,  and  all  you  see,  and  let  us  know  what  their  wise  men  say. 
If  some  of  your  young  men  should  have  a  mind  to  see  what  we  are 
doing  here,  let  them  come  down,  and  tarry  among  our  warriors.  We 
will  provide  for  them  while  they  are  here. 

Brothers  :  When  you  have  any  trouble,  come  and  tell  it  to  us,  and 
we  will  help  you. 

To  Capt.  Solomon  Uhhannnamraunmut^  Chief  Sachem  of  the  Mohea- 
kounuck  tribe  of  Indians,  at  StoclbricJge. 

[Whereas,  it  appears  to  this  Congress,  that  great  benefit  may  arise 
to  the  American  cause,  should  our  friends  of  the  Stockbridge,  or 
Moheakounuck  tribe  of  Indians,  send  belts  and  messengers  to  the  seve- 
ral tribes  connected  with  them  ;  and  as  the  same  may  be  attended  with 
expense;  therefore,  i^^io/rcr?,  that  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Stock- 
bridge,  for  the  time  being,  be  a  conmiittee  to  promote  the  forwarding 
such  messengers  and  belts,  and  that  the  committee  aforesaid  be  allowed 
to  draw  out  of  the  public  moneys,  in  the  hands  of  Stephen  Nash,  late 
collector  for  the  town  of  Stockbridge  aforesaid,  any  sum  or  sums,  not 
exceeding  fifteen  pounds,  for  which  said  committee  shall  account  to 
this,  or  some  future  Congress,  or  house  of  representatives,  and  be  al- 
lowed all  reasonable  charges  that  have  or  may  arise  for  promoting  and 
forwarding  the  premises.] 

The  committee  appointed  to  establish  an  allowance  of  provisions  for 
the  soldiers,  reported.  The  further  consideration  of  the  report  was  put 
off  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

A  colonel's  commission  was  delivered  to  Col.  John  Fellowes. 

Adjourned  to  eight  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Friday,  June  9, 1775. 

A  petition  from  the  selectmen  and  others  of  the  town  of  Manches- 
ter^  was  read,  and  committed  to  the  committee  who  were  appointed  to 
consider  the  circumstances  of  the  sea  port  towns. 

CoL  Bowers  and  Mr.  Fisher,  who  were  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  consider  the  petition  of  the  convention  of  committees  of  the  county 
of  Worcester,^  being  absent,  Ordered,  that  Major  Bliss  and  Doct. 
Taylor  be  appointed  in  their  room. 

Col.  Bowers,  who  was  on  the  committee  appointed  to  consider  the 
situation  and  circumstances  of  the  sea  coasts,  being  absent.  Ordered, 
that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Spooner  be  appointed  in  his  room. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Stone  of  Oakham,  Deacon  Hovey,  Col.  Pres- 
cott,  Col.  Farley  and  Col.  Grout,  be  a  committee  to  consider  what  is 
proper  to  be  done  with  the  prisoners  brought  to  this  phice  from  Arun- 
del. 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Goodrich,  Mr.  Mitchel  and  Mr.  Johnson,  be  a 
committee  to  consider  a  petition  from  Abiathar  Angel,  and  report. 

A  petition  from  the  town  of  Berwick  was  read,  and  committed  to 
the  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  situation  and  circumstances 
of  the  sea  coasts. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolve  for  the  purpose  of 
enforcing  two  resolves  of  the  Continental  Congress,  reported :  the  re- 
port was  accepted,  and  with  the  said  resolves  of  Congress  here  follow, 
viz.  : 

In  Congress,  May  17,  1775,  at  Philadelphia. 
Resolved,  That  all  exportations  to  Quebec,  Nova  Scotia,  the  Island 
of  St.  Johns,  Newfoundland,  Georgia,  except  the  parish  of  St.  Johns, 
and  to  East  and  West  Florida,  immediately  cease;  and  that  no  provi- 
sions of  any  kind,  or  other  necessaries,  be  furnished  to  the  British  fish- 
eries on  the  American  coasts,  until  it  be  otherwise  determined  by  the 
Congress. 

May  29. 

Resolved,  That  no  provisions  or  necessaries  of  any  kind  be  exported 
to  the  island  of  Nantucket,  except  from  the  colony  of  the  Massachu- 

(1)  The  people  of  Manchester,  suffering  under  the  pressure  of  military  duty,  which  interrupted 
the  cultivation  of  the  fields  and  the  prosecution  of  the  fishery,  rccjuested  liberty  to  raise  and  employ 
a  company  of  men  for  the  defence  of  the  town,  to  be  placed  on  the  provincial  establi*hment,  and 
attached  to  the  regiment  of  the  army  stationed  nearest  to  the  petitionert. 

(2)  The  convention  of  the  committees  of  Worcester  county,  in  addition  to  a  forraermemorial, 
voted  to  remonstrate  against  the  right  of  the  delegates  returned  from  the  disincti  of  Charlton  and 
Paxton  to  hold  their  seats  in  Congress.  The  objections  against  the  validity  of  ihe  electioan  are  not 
■lated  in  the  records. 
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setts  Bay,  the  convention  of  which  colony  is  desired  to  take  measures 
for  effectually  providing  the  said  island,  upon  their  application  to  pur- 
chase the  same,  with  as  much  provision  as  shall  be  necessary  for  its 
internal  use,  and  no  more.  The  Conirress  deeming  it  of  great  impor- 
tance to  North  America,  that  the  British  lishery  should  not  be  furnish- 
ed with  provisions  from  this  continent  through  Nantucket,  earnestly 
recommend  a  vigilant  execution  of  this  resolve  to  all  committees. 
A  true  copy  from  the  minutes. 

Charlks  Thompson,  Sec^ry. 

The  forecroinor  resolves  of  the  Continental  Conrrress,  beinor  read  and 
considered,  llf solved,  that  the  same  be  forthwith  printed  in  hand  bills, 
together  with  this  resolve,  and  dispersed  in  the  several  sea  port  towns 
in  this  colony,  that  due  obedience  may  be  paid  to  the  same.  Further, 
Resolved,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  island  of  Nantucket  have  liberty 
to  purchase,  such  provisions  as  are  necessary  for  the  internal  use  of 
said  island,  in  any  of  tiie  New  England  governments;  provided,  never- 
theless, that  no  provisions  or  necessaries  of  any  kind  be  exported  to 
the  said  island  of  Nantucket,  without  a  permit  in  writing  from  the 
committee  of  safety  of  this  colony,  or  such  person  or  persons  as  they 
shall  appoint  to  give  such  permit,  expressing  the  quantity  so  to  be  trans- 
ported, be  first  had  and  obtained ;  and  that  the  same  be  exported  from 
such  port  only,  in  this  colony,  as  shall  be  expressed  in  the  same 
permit. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  moved  for. 

The  report  of  the  connnittee  on  the  establishment  of  an  allowance 
of  provisions  for  the  soldiers,  was  read  and  considered,  and  after  de- 
bate thereon,  was  recommitted. 

The  committee  on  the  petition  from  the  county  of  Worcester  report- 
ed, that  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  tiiat  the  delegates  chosen 
by  the  districts  of  Paxton  and  Charlton,  as  mentioned  in  said  petition, 
have  not  a  right  to  seats  in  this  house. 

Moved,  That  a  commission  be  delivered  to  Col.  John  Glover,  as 
colonel  of  a  regiment  in  the  Massachusetts  array. 

[Afternoon.] 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  petition  from  the  county  of  Wor- 
cester was  considered,  and,  after  much  debate,  the  question  was  put, 
whether  said  report  be  accepted,  and  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered,  That  the  guard  who  has  in  custody  the  prisoners  from 
Arundel,  be  relieved  by  a  guard  from  the  town  of  Watertown. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sayer  be  added  to  the  committee,  who  were  ap- 
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pointed  to  consider  some  measures  for  commissioning  the  officers  of 
the  army,  in  the  room  of  Col.  Porter,  w  lio  has  leave  of  absence. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Tha3  er,  and  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Curtis,  and  it  being  moved  that  they  be  directed  to  return  as  soon 
as  may  be,  the  question  was  put,  and  it  passed  in  the  ncL^ative. 

Col.  Porter,  who  was  of  the  committee  to  consider  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Gridley  to  the  committee  of  safety,  relative  to  the  train,  being  absent, 
Mr.  Partridge  was  appointed  in  his  room. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  safety  be  required,  as  soon  as  may 
be,  to  certify  to  this  Congress,  the  names  of  such  genilemen  as  are 
candidates  for  the  counnand  of  a  recriinent,  with  tlie  nuinl)er  of  privates 
that  have  been  enlisted  under  them,  and  any  other  claims  or  preten- 
sions that  any  gentleman  may  have  to  a  commission  in  the  service. 

Ordered,  That  the  papers  exhibited  to  this  Congress  by  Capt. 
Phelps  be  returned  to  him  by  jMajor  Bliss. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morniiig. 

Satdrdat,  June  10,  177.'). 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  safety  be  directed  to  make  return, 
in  writing,  to  this  Congress,  as  soon  as  may  be,  of  the  names  of  all 
those  persons  who  claim,  or  olfer  themselves  to  be  commissioned  as 
colonels  of  regiments  in  the  colony  army,  and  are  not  commissioned, 
with  any  agreement  that  may  have  been  made  with  any  such  persons 
by  the  committee  of  safety;  as  also,  a  state  of  those  regiments,  which 
such  persons  claim  the  command  of,  as  to  their  numbers,  equipments, 
and  the  time  they  have  been  engaged  in  service. 

The  committee  appointe'd  to  consider  what  is  proper  to  be  done 
with  the  prisoners  brought  from  Arundel,  reported  as  follows,  viz. : 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  persons  and  papers  sent  to 
this  Congress,  by  the  committee  of  the  town  of  Arundel,  have  attended 
that  service;  and,  after  due  perusal  of  said  papers,  Josiah  Jones  and 
Jonathan  Hicks,  therein  referred  to,  were  brought  before  them.  Said 
Jones  in  his  defence  says,  he  had  no  concern  with  the  sloop  Polly, 
otherwise  than  as  a  passenger  in  lier  to  Nova  Scotia;  notwithstanding 
which,  it  appears  clearly  to  this  committee,  by  said  papers,  as  also  by 
the  evidence  of  Capt.  Smith,  master,  herewith  transmitted,  that  .-aid 
Jones  went  on  board  said  sloop  as  supercargo,  in  the  service  of  general 
Gage,  to  bring  hay  and  other  articles  to  Boston,  to  supply  our  enemies. 
We  jfind  by  said  Jones'  account  of  himself,  that  he  went  to  Bo>ion 
soon  after  the  memorable  Lexington  battle,  of  the  19th  of  April  last, 
in  company  with  John  Ruggles,  of  Hardwick,  who  was  ordered  by  a 
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committee  to  the  said  town  of  Hardwick ;  and  that  said  Jones  was  know- 
ing to  the  proceedings  of  said  committee  against  said  Ruggles,  before 
they  set  out  together  from  "Weston  to  take  refuge  in  Boston  ;  and  that 
they  left  the  common  road, -and  went  in  the  Avoods  and  difficult  places, 
to  pass  the  town  of  Roxbury.  The  committee,  upon  the  whole,  have 
not  the  least  reason  to  doubt,  of  said  Jones'  being  a  notorious  enemy 
to  his  country,  and  of  his  having  been  in  the  actual  employment  of  our 
enemies  against  the  just  liberties  of  the  people.  [They]  therefore  beg 
leave  to  report  the  following  order,  viz. : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  June  10, 1775. 

Ordered^  That  Josiah  Jones,  taken  from  the  sloop  Polly,  be  sent, 
with  a  sufficient  guard,  to  the  town  of  Concord,  in  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlesex, and  committed  to  the  common  jail,  there  to  remain  until  the  fur- 
ther orders  of  the  Congress,  or  house  of  representatives  of  this  colony. 

Said  Jonathan  Hicks  in  liis  defence  says,  that  since  the  public  dis- 
putes respecting  the  liberties  of  the  country,  he  has  not  liked  the  part 
that  has  been  acted,  in  many  respects,  on  either  side,  therefore  could 
not  see  his  way  clear  to  join  with  any.  Upon  examination,  the  com- 
mittee find  by  evidence,  that  at  Gardinerston,  while  he  lived  there,  he 
expressed  himself  highly  against  committees  of  correspondence,  &:.c., 
calling  them  rebels,  and  using  otiier  opprobrious  language  against  the 
people  who  appeared  for  liberty,  and  endeavored  to  hinder  their  unity. 
That,  also,  while  he  the  said  Hicks  lived  at  Plymouth,  he  was  esteem- 
ed by  the  good  people  there,  inimical  to  the  liberties  of  his  country  by 
his  general  conduct,  and  that  at  certain  times  he  appeared  very  high, 
and  once  drew  his  sword  or  spear  upon  certain  persons.  Said  Hicks, 
upon  the  whole,  owns  his  general  conduct  has  been  such,  as  the  people 
for  liberty  call  tory,  but  still  says  he  is  against  the  oppressive  acts. 

Said  Hicks  confesses,  that  the  evening  after  the  battle  of  Lexington 
aforesaid,  he  left  Plymouth,  and  took  shelter  with  the  troops  at  Marsh- 
field,  not  thinking  himself  safe  in  the  country  :  that  he  went  with  them 
to  Boston,  and  there  remained  until  he  went  on  board  the  sloop  Polly, 
with  Jones,  and  says  he  designed  for  Halifax,  there  to  tarry,  if  he  could 
find  business,  in  order  to  be  out  of  the  noise. 

Capt.  Smith,  master  of  said  sloop,  can  give  no  account  of  Hicks' 
business  on  board  ;  all  he  can  say  is,  he  in  general  appeared  inimical, 
calling  the  liberty  people  rebels,  &.c.  The  committee,  therefore,  beg 
leave  to  report  the  following  order  : 

In  Provincial  Congriiss,  Watertoicnj  June  10, 1775. 
Ordered,  That  Jonathan  Hicks,  taken  from  the  sloop  Polly,  be  sent, 
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with  a  sufficient  guard,  to  the  town  of  Concord,  in  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlesex, and  committed  to  the  common  jail,  there  to  remain  until  the  fur- 
ther orders  of  the  Congress,  or  house  of  representatives  of  this  colony. 

Resolved,  That  the  keeper  of  the  jail  in  the  county  of  Middlesex  be 
directed  to  receive  Messrs.  Jones  and  Hicks,  who  were  taken  prison- 
ers from  the  sloop  Polly,  at  Arundel,  and  keep  them  in  safe  custody 
till  further  order,  and  provide  them  necessaries  for  their  subsistence 
whilst  in  jail,  and  that  the  committee  of  correspondence  for  the  town 
ofWatertown,  be  directed  to  see  that  the  resolves  of  Con<:ress,  respect- 
ing the  said  Jones  and  Hicks  be  forthwith  carried  into  execution,  and 
to  take  such  guards  as  they  think  necessary  for  tliat  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  the  Hon.  Mr.  Sever,  Col.  Otis  ajid  Mr.  Davis,  be 
added  to  the  committee,  who  were  appointed  to  consider  the  expedien- 
cy of  establishing  a  number  of  armed  vessels  for  the  protection  of  the 
sea  coasts. 

Ordered,  l^hat  Major  Havvley,  Capt.  Stone,  of  Framinixhritn,  Col. 
Parks,  Hon.  I\Ir.  Sever,  Mr.  Johnson,  Hon.  Mr.  Spooner  and  Deacon 
Plympton,  be  a  committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  artificers 
which  may  be  necessary  for  the  army  in  the  pay  of  this  colony,  and 
that  they  report,  as  soon  as  may  be,  in  what  way  such  artificers  shall 
be  established,  the  numbers  wanted  for  the  army  at  Cambridge  and 
Roxbury  of  each  kind,  and  the  sum  that  is  proper  to  be  allowed  them 
per  month. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Whittemore,  Capt.  D wight  and  Mr.  Kollock,  be 
a  committee  to  bring  in  a  resolve  for  the  appointment  of  a  number  of 
armorers  for  the  Massachusetts  army,  and  for  the  establishment  of  their 
pay. 

The  resolve  for  establishing  an  allowance  of  provisions  for  the  sol- 
diers was  again  read,  and  accepted :  and  ordered  to  be  printed  in  hand 
bills,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

The  committee  appointed  to  make  an  establishment  for  the  allow- 
ance for  provisions  for  the  soldiers  of  the  Massachusetts  army,  beg 
leave  to  report  the  following  resolve,  viz. : 

Resolved,  That  each  soldier  in  the  Massachusetts  army  shall  have 
the  following  allowance  per  day,  viz. : 

1st.  One  pound  of  bread :  2d.  Half  a  pound  of  beef  and  half  a 
pound  of  pork ;  and  if  pork  cannot  be  had,  one  pound  and  a  quarter 
of  beef;  and  one  day  in  seven  they  shall  have  one  pound  and  one 
quarter  of  salt  fish,  instead  of  one  day's  allowance  of  meat :  3d.  One 
pint  of  milk,  or,  if  milk  cannot  be  had,  one  gill  of  rice :  4th.  One 
quart  of  good  spruce  or  malt  beer  :    5th.  One  gill  of  peas  or  beans,  or 
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other  sauce  equivalent:  6th.  Six  ounces  of  good  butter  per  week: 
7th.  One  pound  of  good  cominon  soap  for  six  men  per  week  :  Sth. 
Haifa  pint  of  vinegar  per  week  per  man,  if  it  can  be  had. 

The  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  army,  re- 
ported, that,  in  order  to  execute  their  conimis^^ion,  it  is  necessary  that 
they  should  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  all  recommendations  for  com- 
missions, sent  to  this  Congress  by  the  connnittee  of  safety,  and  a  list 
of  all  officers  commissioned  by  the  Congress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit 
again.    The  report  was  accepted. 

Orchnd,  That  Mr.  Sayer,  IMr.  Edwards  and  Major  Fuller,  be  a 
committee  to  consider  the  proposal  of  the  Hon.  General  Ward,  re- 
specting furloughs  for  the  soldiers,  and  report. 

Afternoon. 

The  petition  of  a  number  of  the  freeholders  of  Williamsburg^  [was] 
read,  and  committed  to  .Mr.  Hale,  IMr.  Lyman  and  Col.  Danielson. 

The  petition  of  Davis  &  Covcrly-  [was]  read,  and  committed  to  IMr. 
Fairbanks,  Mr.  A\'L'bster  and  Col.  Sawyer. 

Monday  next,  three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  was  assigned  to  make  choice  of 
three  delegates  to  meet  those  that  may  be  sent  from  the  other  New 
England  colonies. 

The  choice  of  two  major  generals  [was]  referred  to  Monday,  five 
o'clock,  p.  M. 

Hon.  Col.  Warren,  Hon.  Mr.  Spooner,  Doct.  Taylor,  Capt,  Stone, 
Mr,  Edwards,  Col.  Cobb,  Col.  Thompson,  were  appointed  a  committee 
to  consider  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  number  of  armed  vessels. 

Sunday,  June  11,  1775. 
[The  Congress]  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  adjourned  to  half  past 
three,  P.  M. 

Ilc^o!v(d,  That  the  Hon.  Major  Hawley,  Hon.  Mr.  Spooner,  Hon. 
Col.  Warren  and  Hon.  Col.  Foster,  have  leave  to  offer,  for  the  consid- 
eration of  this  Congress,  an  address  which  they  have  prepared  for  the 
Continental  Congress.  The  same  being  read  and  amended,  was  ac- 
cepted, and  ordeied  to  be  transcribed,  and  signed  by  the  Hon.  Major 
Hawley  as  vice  president,  and  sent  immediately,  by  express,  to  Phila- 
delphia ;  and  that  the  committee  of  supplies  be  desired  to  procure 
some  person  to  carry  it.    It  is  as  follows,  viz.  : 

(1)  Letters  from  tJic  town  clerk  and  other  inhabitants  of  Williamsburg  <leclare  that  the  meeting 
held  for  election  of  a  member  of  the  Congress  was  illegal,  but  assign  no  specific  informalities. 

(2)  The  petitioners  askc  ;!  leave  to  exchange  a  quantity  of  goods  owned  by  them  in  Boston,  for 
similar  merchandise  in  Marlborough,  the  property  of  a  merchant  residing  in  the  former  town. 
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May  it  please  your  honors  : 

The  situation  of  any  colony,  or  people,  perhaps  was  never  before 
such  as  made  it  more  necessary  for  fully  exercising  the  powers  of  civil 
government,  than  the  present  state  and  situation  of  the  colony  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay.  The  embarrassments,  delays,  disappointments 
and  obstructions,  in  executing  every  undertaking  necessary  for  the 
preservation  of  our  lives,  and  much  more  of  our  property,  arc  so  great 
and  many,  as  that  they  cannot  be  represented,  or  enumerated  :  and  that 
is  chiefly  to  be  attributed  to  our  want  of  a  settled  civil  ])olity  or  govern- 
ment :  besides,  every  thing  necessary  for  the  abovesaid  most  important 
purposes,  which  is  in  some  degree  effected,  is  done  in  the  most  expen- 
sive manner  :  in  short,  although  the  times  we  are  fallen  into,  and  the 
prospects  before  us,  are  such  as  require  the  utino.-t  economy,  yet, 
nothing  of  the  kind  can  be  preserved  in  our  present  state. 

There  are,  in  many  parts  of  this  colony,  alarming  .»-ymptoms  of  the 
abatement  of  the  sense,  in  tlie  minds  of  some  {)e()ple,  of  the  '-acrcdno-s 
of  private  pro})erty,  which  is  plainly  assignable  to  the  wantof  ri\il 
government ;  and  your  honors  must  be  fully  sensible,  that  a  communi- 
ty of  goods  and  estate,  will  soon  be  followed  with  tlie  utter  waste  and 
destruction  of  the  goods  themselves;  besides,  the  necessity  of  civil  gov- 
ernment appears  more  and  more  apparent  from  the  extreme  dilficulty 
of  maintaining  the  public  peace  without  it ;  although  we  can  truly 
say,  much  fewer  enormities  and  breaches  of  the  peace  have  happened 
among  us,  than  it  was  natural  to  expect,  from  the  contemplation  of 
such  a  state  as  we  have  been  cast  into. 

May  it  please  your  honors  :  The  pressing  weight  of  our  distresses 
has  necessitated  the  sending  a  special  post  to  obtain  your  immediate 
advice  upon  this  subject ;  and  we  do  most  earnestly  entreat,  that  you 
would,  as  soon  as  possible,  despatch  the  messenger  with  such  advice. 

Our  former  application  to  you,  of  the  IGth  of  May  his.t,  has  rendered 
it  unnecessary  that  we  should  further  enlarge  upon  this  subject;  and, 
to  prevent  repetition,  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  our  letter  of  that 
date. 

The  army  under  the  command  of  ijeneral  Gage,  we  estimate  to 
amount,  at  least,  to  5000  men,  well  appointed,  under  the  command  of 
generals  of  character  and  experience,  and  prepared  with  every  thing 
necessary  for  action,  exclusive  of  the  additional  strength  derived  from 
negroes,  which  the  general  has  taken  into  his  service,  and  disadt'cteil 
Americans.  We  have  great  reason  to  apprehend,  that  a  reenfurcement 
of  at  least  eight  regiments  of  foot  and  one  of  horse  may  be  hourlv  ex- 
pected.   We  enclose  a  copy  of  an  intercepted  letter  from  Major  Sher- 


320  THIRD  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS.       [June  12, 

riff,  which  exhibits  to  you  one  ground  of  this  apprehension. i  We  have 
had  under  our  consideration,  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  augmenting 
our  army,  notwithstanding  our  great  embarrassment,  and  though  we 
have  not  yet  adopted  it,  notliing,  perhaps,  but  tlie  more  ample  provi- 
sion of  the  neighboring  colonies,  will  relieve  that  necessity. 

The  depredations  and  piracies  Irequently  committed  on  our  sea 
coasts,  and  the  little  trade  which  remains  to  us,  whereby,  among  other 
capital  articles,  the  importation  of  amnmnition  and  provisions  is  almost 
totally  obstructed,  and  threatens  our  ruin ;  have  also  occasioned  our 
contemplating  steps  to  prevent  those  inconveniences,  by  ["htting]  out 
a  number  of  armed  vessels,  with  sufficient  strength  to  encounter  their 
small  though  numerous  cutters. 

We  shall  only  add,  that,  as  the  seat  of  war,  with  all  its  attendant  dis- 
tresses, have,  for  the  present,  taken  their  principal  residence  here,  we 
should  consider  it  as  a  happy  event,  if  you  should  think  proper  to  ad- 
journ to  some  part  of  the  continent  not  so  far  distant,  that  the  advice 
and  aid  of  the  [^Continental  Congress]  may  be  more  expeditiously 
afforded  upon  any  emergency. 

Adjourned  to  Monday  morning,  eight  o'clock.  i 

Monday,  June  12,  1775.  : 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wheeler,  Deacon  Baker  and  Mr.  Webster,  be  a 
committee  to  consider  some  measures  for  preventing  the  violation  of 
the  sabbath,  and  to  bring  in  a  resolve  for  this  purpose. 

Resolved,  That  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  be  assigned  for  the 
consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee,  who  were  appointed  to 
bring  in  a  resolve  for  giving  a  free  currency  to  the  bills  of  credit  of 
this  and  the  other  colonies. 

Ordered,  That  the  Hon.  Mr.  Spooner,  Hon.  Col.  Gerrish  and  Doct. 
Whiting,  be  a  committee  to  consider  the  petition  from  the  committee 
at  Charlestown,  and  report. 

Kesolced,  That  the  secretary  have  liberty  to  procure  such  assistance, 
from  time  to  time,  as  he  shall  think  necessary. 

a  [fixing.]  b  [continent.] 

(1)  The  letter  of  Major  Willii\m  Sherriff,  deputy  quarter  master  general,  was  dated  at  Boston, 
May  29, 1775,  and  addressed  to  Thomas  William*,  Esq.,  keeper  of  the  kiii:,''s  ordnance  at  Annapolis, 
in  Nova  Scotia.  The  writer  speaks  of  the  profits  and  rewards  the  people  of  the  eastern  province 
might  receive,  if  they  would  collect  forage  and  provisions  for  the  royal  army  in  Massachusetts. 
"On  the  <ither  liand,"  he  says,  "  if  they  give  themselves  airs,  and  follow  the  example  of  these  mad 
men,  they  will  consi.lcr  how  easily  jovernment  can  chastise  them,  and  they  may  rely  upon  it  they 
will,  and  that  immediately  too:  but  1  hope  they  will  consider  their  interest  better,  and  make  all 
the  money  they  can"  .  .  .  .  "  We  are  in  the  same  situation,  as  when  I  wrote  you  last,  except  the 
addition  of  twelve  hundred  troops  lately  arrived  from  England.  The  regiment  of  horse,  and  eight 
other  regiments  are  hourly  expected,  when  I  hope  you  will  hear  better  accounts  from  us." 
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Resolved,  That  two  persons  be  appointed  to  repair  to  the  fortress  of 
Ticonderoga,  to  examine  into  the  state  of  that  fortress,  and  of  affairs 
there,  and  to  act  in  such  a  manner  as  they  shall  be  directed  by  this 
Congress,  and  that  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  be  assigned  for  the 
choice  of  such  persons,  by  ballot,  and  that  the  Hon.  Major  Hawley, 
Hon.  Col,  Warren  and  Mr.  Sullivan,  be  a  committee  to  prepare  in 
structions  for  such  delegates. 

The  committee  who  were  appointed  to  consider  the  expediency  of 
establishing  a  number  of  armed  vessels,  reported  :  the  consideration  of 
the  report  was  put  off  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Hon.  Mr.  Dexter,  one  of  the  committee  who  were  appointed  to  pre- 
pare letters  to  the  Continental  Congress,  New  York  and  the  New 
England  governments,  being  absent.  Ordered,  that  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Spooner  be  appointed  in  his  room. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sayer  be  directed  forthwith  to  fill  up  and  deliver 
commissions  to  the  officers  of  Col.  AVliitcoml^'s  regiment. 

Ordered,  [That]  Mr.  ['Holton],  Mr.  Mitchell  and  Mr.  Colvill,  be  a 
conmiitiee  to  consider  the  petition  of  Mr.  Ebenezer  Prout. 

Ordered,  That  Doct.  Whiting,  Doct.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Parks,  be  a 
committee  to  consider  some  method  of  supplying  the  several  surgeons 
of  the  army  w^ith  medicines. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, dec,  reported  the  following,  which  was  accepted,  viz. : 

May  it  please  your  honors  : 
The  views  of  administration  having  been  made  evident,  by  their 
conduct  for  some  years  past,  and  the  late  regulations  of  civil  and  ec- 
clesiastical polity  of  Quebec  having  clearly  discovered  an  intention  to 
make  use  of  the  Canadians  as  engines  to  reduce  this  continent  to  sla- 
very, it  has  been  found  absolutely  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the 
liberties  of  America,  to  take  possession  of  the  important  pass  of  Ticon- 
deroga, and  to  send  forward  a  sufBcient  force  to  hold  the  same  against 
any  attempt  which  may  be  made  to  retake  it,  and  to  prevent  general 
Carlton  from  sending  forces  by  the  way  of  the  lakes  to  annoy  and  dis- 
tress the  frontiers;  but,  as  we  apprehend,  there  never  has  been  any  in- 
tention to  give  the  least  disturbance  to  our  brethren  of  Canada,  to  whom 
we  most  sincerely  wish  the  full  and  free  enjoyment  of  their  civil  and  re- 
ligious rights.  We  humbly  request,  that  your  honors  would  take  such 
steps,  to  prevent  any  false  impressions,  which  our  enemies  may  attempt 
to  make  on  their  minds  concerning  our  designs,  or  to  remove  any  such 
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as  have  already  been  made,  as  you,  in  your  wisdom,  shall  think  most 
expedient :  as  we  look  upon  it  to  be  of  the  utmost  importance  that 
there  should  no  jealousies  subsist  between  thcni  and  the  other  colonies. 
\Ve  also  have  had  the  most  disagreeable  accounts  of  methods  taken  to 
fill  the  minds  of  the  Indian  tribes  adjacent  to  these  colonies  with  senti- 
ments very  injurious  to  us  ;  particularly  we  have  been  informed  that 
Col.  Guy  Johnson  has  taken  great  pains  with  the  Six  Nations,  in  order 
to  bring  them  into  a  belief,  that  it  is  designed  by  the  colonies  to  fall 
upon  them  and  cut  them  off.  We  therefore  pray  you  would,  with  all 
the  speed  convenient,  use  your  very  great  inlluence  in  guarding  against 
the  evil  intended  by  this  malevolent  misrepresentation.  And  we  have 
wrote  to  our  sister  colonies  in  New  England,  and  to  New  York,  re- 
questing they  would  make  a  similar  application  to  you  respecting  these 
matters. 

We  are  your  most  obedient,  humble  servants. 

RcsoJvrcI,  That  the  vote  for  choosing  two  persons  to  repair  to  the 
fortress  of  Ticonderoga  be  so  far  reconsidered,  as  that  there  be  three 
persons  chosen,  instead  of  two,  for  that  service, 

[Aflernoon.] 

Ordd'cd,  That  Col.  Farley,  xMajor  Brooks  and  Mr.  Cross,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  consider  and  report  what  is  proper  to  be  done  with  the  grass 
growing  on  the  estates  of  the  refugees  at  Cambridge,  Charlestown, 
Roxbury  and  Milton,  [who  reported  as  follows  :] 

The  connnittee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  resolve  of 
the  connnittee  of  safety  relative  to^  certain  quantities  of  grass  growing 
on  the  lands  of  the  refuo-ees  in  and  about  Cambridrre,  have  attended 
that  service,  and  beg  leave  to  report  by  way  of  resolve. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  committee  of  safety,  that 
they  appoint  some  person  or  persons  in  the  towns  hereafter  mentioned, 
viz.  :  Cambridge,  Charlestown,  Roxbury  and  Milton,  to  cut  the  grass 
and  secure  the  hay  growing  on  the  estates  of  the  refugees,  in  the  above 
mentioned  towns,  in  some  convenient  place,  for  the  benefit  of  the  col- 
ony, as  to  them  shall  seem  meet. 

Oirlcrfd,  That  Mr.  Sullivan,  Hon.  Col.  Warren  and  Col.  Gerrish, 
be  a  committee  to  consider  what  is  best  to  be  done  with  respect  to  a 
vessel  said  to  be  going  from  Salem  to  New  Providence  for  fruit  and 
turtle  for  the  army  at  Boston. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Gerry  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  resolve  for  pre- 
venting the  exportation  of  fish  and  other  provisions. 

The  resolve  was  accordingly  read  and  accepted,  and  ordered  to  be 
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printed  in  hand  bills,  and  sent  to  the  several  maritime  towns  in  this 
colony,  and  is  as  follows,  viz.  ; 

Whereas,  the  enemies  of  America  are  multiplying  their  cruelties  to- 
wards the  inhabitants  of'  the  New  England  colonies,  by  seizing  provi- 
sion vessels,  either  the  property  of,  or  intended  to  supply  them,  and 
also  by  plundering  the  stock  of  cattle,  sheep,  &lc.,  on  their  sea  coasts; 
[therefore]  Resolved,  that  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby,  recommended  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  towns  and  districts  in  this  colony  that  they  forthwith 
exert  themselves  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  fish  and  all  other  kinds 
of  provision,  excepting  such  only,  as  shall  be  intended  to  supply  the 
inhabitants  of  the  colonies  aforesaid,  and  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
selectmen,  and  committee  of  correspondence,  and  committees  of  s^afety 
of  the  towns  where  the  same  shall  be  stored,  may,  with  prudence,  be 
shipped  for  conveyance  by  water  for  the  purpose  aforesaid.  And  it  is 
strongly  recommended  to  the  selectmen,  committees  of  correspondence, 
and  committees  of  safety,  thoughout  the  colony,  that  they  cause  this 
resolve  to  be  strictly  executed. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  some  method  for  supplying 
the  surgeons  in  the  army  with  medicine,  reported :  the  report  was  read 
and  accepted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  a  complaint  that 
the  surgeons  in  the  army  are  not  properly  furnished  with  medicines, 
have  attended  that  service,  and  beg  leave  to  report :  that  whereas,  it 
appears  that  there  is  not,  as  yet,  a  sufficient  number  of  medicine  chests 
provided,  to  furnish  each  regiment  with  a  distinct  chest ;  and  whereas, 
the  committee  of  supplies  are  making  provision  for  the  supplying  of 
each  regiment  with  such  medicine  chests  as  soon  as  possible :  there- 
fore, Resolved,  that  the  committee  of  supplies  be,  and  hereby  are  direct- 
ed, immediately  to  furnish  the  surgeon  of  the  first  regiment  at  Cam- 
bridge, and  also  the  surgeon  of  the  first  regiment  at  Roxbury,  each  of 
them,  with  a  medicine  chest,  for  the  present ;  and  that  all  the  other 
surgeons  in  the  army  at  Cambridge  and  Roxbury,  have  free  recourse 
to  the  said  chests,  and  be  supplied  from  them,  from  time  to  time,  as 
they  shall  find  occasion,  until  more  ample  provision  shall  be  made  for 
them  :  all  which  is  humbly  submitted,  and  the  committee  beg  leave  to 
sit  again.  William  Whiting,  p(r  order. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  committee  be  appointed  to  examine  into 
the  medical  stores,  and  make  a  list  of  what  is  necessary  for  the  supply- 
ing each  regiment,  that  the  same  may  be  laid  before  the  committee: 
and  that  the  same  committee  consider  what  medicines  are  necessary, 
and  bring  in  a  list  of  what  medicines  are  in  the  medicinal  store  :  and 
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